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‘Time to. Mend Fences 


President Reagan’s top priority when he re- 
turns from his China trip late this week should be 
a major fence-mending effort on Capitol Hill. His 
Central American policy has been blown all over 
the Washington landscape in a stormy clash be- 
ween the legislative and executive branches. Mut-: 

terings about bad faith and a loss of credibility are 


‘louder than at any time since Mr. Reagan took of- 


_ the Sandinista government. 


Just what the president thinks of Managua’s 
Marxist regime was made clear, just before his 
China trip, when he accused it of “savagely” mur- 
dering Indian tribes, persecuting Christians, driv- 
ing Jews into exile, censoring the press and re- 
stricting business and labor organizations. This is 
the kind of rhetoric that is supposed to rally the 


‘fice. Administration hardliners may be advising’... 
‘the president to hang tough by threatening to hold - 
congressional critics — especially Democrats —-- 


people around the president out of a fear of Com- 
munism in the U.S. backyard: But it also is the - 
-kind of talk that stirs fears of U.S. military inter- . 


responsible for any Communist advances in the: ” 
Caribbean. But Mr. Reagan should be Savvy. 


enough to reject such tactics. : 
Even CIA director William J. Casey, 2 quintes- 
sential hardliner, has found it prudent to apologize 
to the Senate Intelligence Committee for provid- 
ing inadequate briefings on the mining of Nicara- 
guan harbors. The committee was also at fault in 
not pursuing details on covert activities that were : 
widely reported in the press. But Mr. Casey, a key _ 


player in Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign, saw that” ” 


the politics of the situation required the soothing 
of ruffled senatorial feathers. To have balked 


would have killed what little chance is left of get-... 


ting appropriations to fund Contra forces fighting 


vention in Central America — a prospect that 
scores poorly in the opinion polls. .. ; 
Barring an economic. downturn, which seems 


unlikely, Mr. Reagan’s greatest re-election liabil- 
ity is the perception that he is too belligerent — 


too inclined to seek military solutions. 

We would not want Mr. Reagan to minimize 
what he considers a threat to U.S. national securi-_ 
ty. But if he is to get the funding he needs tg:gus-«. 
tain war-wracked E] Salvador and to keep®pres- 
sure on Nicaragua, he will have to improve his-ad- 
ministration’s Haison with Capitol Hill. Congress 
as a whole does not wish to pull the plug on Cen- 
tral America, and Mr. Reagan has to take care not 


' to goad his critics into just such a course. 
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leaves battle sears . 


By Terry Atlas 

Chicago Tribune 
WASHINGTON—Although CIA Di- 

rector William Casey made his 


ace with angry senators last week, | 
eir new accord left unsettled the . 
administration's controversial re- | 


guest for more money to support 
Nicaraguan rebels. 
What happens next depends heavi- 


ly on the outcome of the ey : ‘ 
@i- 


presidential runoff election in E) 
vador, and the amount of lasting 
politica) damage 
y 


in Congress done — 


disclosures of the CIA’s not-so- - 


Secret war egainst Nicaragua. 
But it's clear that the Reagan ad- 
ministration faces a difficult battle 
to get the $21 million it says is 
needed to continue the “covert war” 
against Nicaragua. 
. Aid to anti-Sandinista rebels, over- 
whelmingly passed by 


lic flap over the CLA’s role in mining 
Nicaraguan harbors, is strongly op- 
pesed in the House, where Speaker 
Thomas O'Neill [D., Mass.] has Jed 
the Democratic opposition to the ad- 
minisiration'’s Central American pol- 
icies, : 

HOUSE MAJORITY Leader James 
Wright [D:, Tex.], who supports the 
administration’s request for more 
military aid for E) Salvador, said 
last week that he doubts that a2 


majority of the House is willing to.. 


approve even $7 million for the so- 


called contras, who oppose Ni- 
govern- — 


Caragua’s Marxist-orien 
ment. ; 

And Senate sources said that be- 
cause of the controversy, a vote 
there on covert aid would, at best, 
pass by only a slim margin. 

The admunistration, prohibited by 
Congress from trying to topple the 
Sandinistas, said aid to the anti- 
Sandinista insurgents is necessary to 
pressure the Marxist-oriented “Nj- 
caraguan government to stop su 
porting leftist guerrillas in nearby El 

alvador. Money for the U.S.-backed 
insurgents will begin running out by 
the end of this month. 

But Wright said that public dis- 
closures of CIA activities, which in- 
clude directing last fell's attack on 
Nicaragua’s of supplies, and the re- 
Sulting controversy have Jeft the o 
eration ‘‘too thoroughly discredited’? 
to be continued. 
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THE SENATE last month passed 
an emergency appropriations bill 
that included $21 million for the Ni- 
caraguan rebels, along with $61.7 
million in military and medical aid 
for El Salvador, after rejecting by a 
2-to-1] margin an amendment by Sen. 
Edward Kennedy [D., Mass.] to end 
funding for the rebels. The House cut 
the Senate’s figure for E] Salvador to 
$32.5 million, and provided no money 
for the Nicaraguan rebels. ; 

A Senate publican leadership 
aide said that continuation of the 
-covert aid is ‘‘in trouble,’ with sup- 
port in the Senate undercut by the 
recent controversy. But he added 
that “there may be some way of 
‘salvaging it” in the House-Senate 
conference committee. 

As a-practical matter, congression- 
al sources said members of the con-. 
ference committee are likely to 
‘oad action on the two versions of _ 
the bill until they see who wins the 
May 6 presidential runoff in El Sal-- 
vador, 7 

Administration: officials believe - 
-that if moderate candidate Jose 
Napoleon Duarte wins, as expected, 
much of the congressional opposition 
to President Reagan’s aid package - 


for Central America will vanish. - 


“Duarte’s election will probably 
set the stage for the administration - 
to get: funding for El Salvador in ~- 
full,” said a senior State Department - 
official who asked not to be identi- 
fied. Pe 

HE CALLED AID to the: Ni. 
caraguan rebels less certain. He said ~ 
the administration may get less- 
money that it has asked for, but ~ 
“‘will squeeze out something to keep. 
it going.” vat 
'_In its meeting with Casey _ the 
Senate Intelligence Committee didn’t . 
address in detail the future of the _ 
CIA’s support for the contras, sever- ~ 
_al committee members said, : 


.  “That’s for another . day,’’. said, 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan -[D.,: 
N.Y.J, who withdrew his resignation , 
as vice chairman after Casey apolo-. 
gized to the committee for failing to 
adequately inform it of CIA activi- 
ties in Central America. 


Senate sources said Casey’s apolo-. 
BY headed off the likelihood that the 
ntelligence Committee would re- 
verse course and vote to pull the 
pics on the contras, which would: 
ave doomed the administration's: 


gress. The 


“T support the covert aid,” Sen. 
Lioyd Bensten [D., Tex.] said after. | 
the Intelligence Committee meeting: 
‘‘And I think it can pass the Senate.”” : 


THE SENATORS, embarrassed to:' 
have been caught unprepared by dis- . 
closures of the CIA's involvement in > 
the mining, said their first priority 
was to get a Bette from Casey that « 
f will better inform them in the. 

uture. 


More than a. little senatorial ego : 
was involved in the matter. fe 


--Senators, particularly the—Republi--/ 


cans, were angered that House De 
mocrats, who were more aggressive _ 
in their pursuit of Casey during his’, 
briefings, apparently knew far more : 
about the covert "activities, One’ 
House member said the information x 
was available for ee committee 
member who asked the right : 


questions, an opportunity the sena-— 
rs missed. : eee: 


What the senators wanted from , 
Casey was a chance pat a a damper, 
on what some have ed his arro-.*- 
gant manner in dealing with Con-’* 
got that, along with a 
public apology end a promise to be. 
pote Eo neOunInE in oe his Pe s 
entially embarrassing foreign policy. 
secrets in the future. ve LOR rare 
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Reagan’s Latin policy in disarray 


By Pamela Constable 
Globe Staff 
WASHINGTON - Until recently, the 

Reagan Administration presented a _ 
united front on Central America. Its 
policy seemed a juggernaut, carefully 
orchestrated by a handful of key con- 
‘servative aides, while congressional op- 
‘ponents floundered for an opening of | 
_attack. 


‘Today, there isa growing perception : 


among both critics and supporters that : 


the Administration is ‘Jurching from.- 4 


.one politica] brushfire to the next, with . 
“no clear sense of where its 3 regional poll 


cy is headed, while top aides compete. | 


for influence and fail to cultivate con- 
. @ressionai allies. 

At the same time, despite its recent 
bipartisan vote condemning covert 
mining operations in Nicaragua, Con- 
gress remains painfully ambivalent on 
larger regional issues. Critics are afraid 

., to seriously challenge a popular Presi- 
’ dent, while supporters are embarrassed . 
* at Administration blunders, such. as : 
-the failure to inform intelligence panels | 


of the mining or to adopt all the recom- ! 


- mendations of the Rissineet Commis- | 
_Sion. _ 


Administration officials assert their. | 
regional] goals — preventing a rebel vi¢-- 
tory in E] Salvador and pressuring the’ 
left-wing Nicaraguan government into - 
negotiations ~ have remained un<_ 

; changed, and that thelr military-orient-:. 
ed strategy for achieving those ‘goals : is 


making progress. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
4 


' Privately, however, panier ates: 


sources in the Administration and on. 
Capito] Hill now say they fear the policy 
is being undermined by internal con- 
flict and poor communication among 


one a oe waa 


' decision-makers, by a lack ‘of coherent, 


’ planning, and by insensitivity to do- -., 


mestic political concerns. 


“The foreign policy eahapement: of § 


this Administration has been ghastly. 
When I read about the mining, ] almost 
fell out of bed," said Mark Falcoff, an 


. analyst with the conservative Ameri- — 
can Enterprise Institute. “They haven't . 


_thought through the policy, and they 
have little sense of political reality.” 
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“There are so many different groups — 


working on parts of the probiem that 
no one has a good overview. Decisions 
are made on the basis of one-line 
memos, and there is no free flow of dis- 
cussion,’ added one former military an- 
alyst who now works on Capitol Hill. 


Among congressional supporters, | 


there is growing confusion over who is 
actually in charge of policy-making. De- 
spite the rising influence of military 
and intelligence officials, sources say, 


many day-to-day decisions are made on ~ 
the advice of White House aides who~ 


have little experience in foreign policy, 
and much expert advice never filters up 
tothe President. 

“A lot of good ideas never get proper- 
ly staffed. There are too many actors, 
and no one knows whom to go to,"* said 
one Republican congressional aide. 
“One day we're told it’s (Kenneth) Dam 
{an assistant secretary of state}, the - 
-next day we're told it’s (national securi- 
ty adviser Robert) McFarlane. And with 
problems like the mining, they keep 


‘shooting their supporters in the back.” ~ 


Ideologically, observers say, there is 


little disagreement among top officials - 


in the Pentagon, the CIA, the National’ 
Security Council and trusted White 


-House aides such as UN Ambassador | 
Jeane Kirkpatrick over the Administra- « 
tion's primary ‘goal: to prevent. the 
spread of communism in Central Amer- | 


fea a, : 
‘Little interest exhibited . oe a 


oo AS the emphasis’ ‘on Eas such = 
as troop maneuvers in Honduras and — 


covert operations against Nicaragua in- © 
creasingly replaces diplomatic ap- 
proaches, analysts say, the views of 
military and intelligence officials have 
supplanted the more cautious advice of 
_ professional: diplomats. Secretary. of 
- State : George P. Shultz is seen as, having | 


{Mttle ‘interest ‘in Central America, and | 


“Langhorne Motley, deputy assistant 


secretary of state for inter-American af- - 


fairs, is viewed as an affable Adminis- 
tration team player. - __ 


. . “The people who implement policy? 
; always have the greater power in mak-- . 
ing it,”’ said Robert Pastor, a former for-: . 


“eign policy aide to the Carter Adminis- 
-tration. “In Honduras, the Pentagon is 


im the driver's seat. In Nicaragua, the 
CIA has been calling the shots. And our 
negotiators are on such a tight leash 
_that it's impossible for them to achieve 
anything.” 

Yet a number of observers suggest 


‘ that even within the military and intel- 


“Jigence communities, there is growing 
_Gissent over the direction of Central 
“American policy. Pentagon officials are. 
“anxious to avoid the embarrassment of _ 
fanother Vietnam-Ifke military quag- . 
: waire, sources say. At the CIA, they add, | 
‘high-level officials have been appalled 


- at the clumsy handing of US covert op- 


erations against Nicaragua, and doubt 


scree y 


‘they will be able to force its seine into-' 


political concessions. 


“Some people are convinced that 
military pressure is a-valid instrument | 


against the Sandinistas, but I have a 
_ lat more doubts about that than I dida 
year ago,"’ said one Administration 


source. “I'm no longer sure whether ‘ 


‘there is a connection between the | 


means and the ends of our policy in 
Nicaragua.” ; 
Another Administration source dis- 
- agreed, saying that continued military 
ressure is the only strategy that can | 
“Seonvince the Sandinistas to abort their - 
_ regional revolutionary aims. “I'm not : 
. afraid of Vietnam, I'm afraid of Mv-. 


‘mich,” he said, referring to the 1939 - 
, Summit at which European leaders ac- 


cepted Hitler's promise of limited ex- 


; pansionistic goals. - 


. The recent contretemps over revela- . 
“tions of CLA involvement in the mining - 
.Gf Nicaraguan ports, observers say, 

‘highlighted both strategic conflicts and 


political ineptitude within the Adminis- | 


tration. While some top advisers al- | 


ready see covert operations as a no-win 
substitute for true regional policy, the 
“White House has now further damaged 
its case by failing to take important 
son) 


: CLA director William Casey. 


Both ‘hands behind their backs’ 


AS one conservative congressional - 
2 aide familiar with the issue explained 


. it, "the Administration couldn't sell its 
' policy, so they decided to make it secret, 
but then they did a crummy job of ex- 
plaining it to the only groups who can 
et intelligence operations into the pub- 
4000ADM0di2. So now they have. 


Con TIVMED 


ional allies into its confidence, | 
“thus requiring a belated apology from - 


STAT 
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CIA Should Stay Out of Poncy F 


Involvement There Hinders Vital Intelligence-Gathering 


By ERNEST CONINE 


‘Assume that the situation’ of the anti- TE 
Sandinista rebels in Nicaragua grows hope- f° i 
less and that U.S. intelligence sources in the fk 
area pass the word to Washington. Can f# 
anybody imagine William J. Casey, director jf; stay 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, march- ‘fmf 
ing to the White House and telling President Fe" 
Reagan that the CLA’s not-so-secret war in —e7 
the region is doomed to failure? 2 

The answer is self-evident, which me q 
that maybe it is time to consider what might /f 
be done to discourage CLA chiefs from 
becoming involved in policy-making. .  _ 

It is hard for close readers of newspapers |F 
or magazines to go longer than a month or 
two without reading an interview in which /f 
Casey assures us that the Boss is on the TIZHt | BRE econ 
track in his policies toward the Soviet , Pamela 
Union, the Middle East or Nicaragua. Is that | 
really an appropriate function for the head iter 
of the CLA, who by definition is supposed to 


provide the President and other policy- . 
makers with objective information and anal- . 


yses on what is happening in the world 
outside our borders? Surely not. : 
What we need is a tradition of C 
directors who look an interviewer Straight 
in the eye and say that assessing the wisdom 
or Stupidity'of policies being pursued by an 


Administration in power is none of their - 


business, that their only job is to provide . 
reliable intelligence. It would be nicer still if 
CIA chiefs would tell Presidents and White. 
House advisers that they would rather not 
offer advice on policy questions, and would 
prefer to limit themselves to presenting - 
intelligence that policy-makers “need in’ 
choosing among alternative actions. ~. ” 
Unfortunately, it’s unlikely -to -happen. 
There have been notable exceptions, but 
Presidents tend to appoint CIA chiefs who - 
are personally close and/or politically relia- 
ble. Casey is a case in point; he has an 
intelligence background, but is first and 
. foremost a Reagan man. w= -«.. ae 
Unlike British or Soviet intelligence 
chiefs, American CLA directors are public 
figures who appear on television and are 
interviewed in newspapers. They make 
speeches and give public testimony before 
congressional committees. All of this means 
that they are thrust into the role of. 
advocates for Administration policy. 


2, Less visible, but perhaps more important, 
is the fact that. they can come under: 
’ pressure to tailor intelligence assessments: 


to support policy. During the Carter Admin- 
istration, the Senate Intelligence Committee 


worried that the much-publicized CLA study. 
. of Soviet oii production was being manipu- 


lated by the White House to develop support 


. for the Carter energy program.-7-77-7 7 
.. .Justly.or-not, some people in the intelli- 


gence community itself charged that Adm. 
Stansfield Turner, then head of the CLA, was 
distorting intelligence estimates to make 
them dovetail with the Carter Admin- 
istration’s foreign policy. 

As one Critic said at the time, “The great 
trap of intelligence is to search for evidence 
supporting your own view. ... . If you have 
access to policy-makers, you can become 


- Sensitized into justifying their decisions,” 


The temptation is especially strong when 
the CLA chief becomes directly involved in 


policy-making, and stronger still when the - 


_ Up 


_ within the Defense Department. 
-, Nothing was.done, partly because -there ‘ 


OUT WAATS GoNG7?! e 
fn O% IM Gong" ¥ 
Be FuRUS! & 


< ae hoked 


rising in support of the invaders. Would 

the CLA have done a better job if it had not 
been running the invasion? A Jot of people 
thought so. For. a time there was serious 
debate as to whether covert military opera- 
tions should be done by the CIA, with the 
recurring danger of warping the agency’s 
intelligence function, or by special units 


are some good arguments against such a" 
shift in jurisdiction. But the question is still ' 
relevant, as demonstrated by the example of : 
Casey and covert operations in Nicaragua. 
With some reason, Congress is in another 
of its periodic bouts of disillusionment with 
CLA involvement in covert military opera- 


-tions. But the mood will pass. As former 
-Deputy CIA Director Bobby R. Inman once 


said, “Every Administration ultimately - 
turns to the use of covert operations when: 


they become frustrated about the lack of" | 


CLA is itself involved in covert operations, ,° 


When the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba turned into a deeply embarrassing 


. fiasco for President John F. Kennedy, itavas . 
_pretty obvious that the failure was due in 


part to faulty intelligence that over- 
estimated the likelihood of an anti-Castro 


Continued 
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To the Finland Station, 


es himself with history.” 
:k¥, in pointed contrast, said 


» self.” - 

Mr. Trotsky, meet Al Haig. . 

Tne publication of Caveat — 
vaich, let heaven forfend, the for- 


K REVIEW ae M 
aigs euiort at 
iStant revisionism 


““ilson, “identifies history with | 


rer secretary of state hints may be : 


tut the first in a series — is one of 


those great non-events in the his- 
tory of literature, or memoirs, or 
backstairs gossip, or even indeed in 
the history of history. Snitching in 


self-defense is still snitching. And | 


insofar as Gen. Haig is up to some ' 


Serious, substantial purpose, 
beyond simply fattening his take on 
the rubber-chicken circuit, the 
unrelenting pettiness, the self- 
justification, and the glorification 
with the ever-present “I am” cause 
the eyes to wander and the mind to 
glaze over. This may be “setting the 
record straight” but it is not neces- 
sarily what happened. I know 


because, even as an ant among ele- 


.phants, I was there. : 

What. did happen during Mr. 
Haig’s 18 months as “vicar” was 
that U.S. foreign policy was formu- 
lated, debated, articulated, imple- 
mented. Some of that policy was 
good and effective. Some of it was 


-bad and ineffective. Entirely too * 
much of it, good and bad, was made - 
on the front pages of elite news--~ 


Papers, through leaks, on the basis 
of unnamed “sources.” A lot of peo- 


ple took part: William P Clark, : 


Jeane Kirkpatrick, William Casey, 


-burger, Senators, congressmen, 
sometimes even a president named 


‘Reagan. And of course Alexander - 
Haig. Memos became option/action . 


a eae, 


“WASHINGTON TIMES 
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Lichenstein 


ort at 


papers, which became statements | 


,Q&As and the stuff of talk shows 
-and interviews, by-all those named 
above and then some.:The process 
‘was messy. It still is. Occasionally, 
‘almost coincidentally,” the U.S. 
national interest is served. Often it 
is not. And books like Caveat, an 
exercise in instant revisionism, . 
help not at all: to the overall mes- 
siness, they add vaulting egoism, 
bias, tunnel vision, and partiality. 

' This is really too bad. Gen. Haig 
deserves better. His grasp of strate- 
gic design in foreign policy is not. 
inconsiderable. On:'‘more issues 
than not — the Middle East; arms 


' control, southern Africa, the threat 


of state-sponsored terrorism, 
Soviet imperialism — he was and is 
more right than wrong. Even on 
Central America (where he was 
conspicuously not, as he claims, 
“virtually alone,” where his allies 
were named Reagan and Kirkpat- 
rick and Casey), his recognition 
both of the roots of the conflict and 


- Of the nature of the imminent dan- : 
: ger is precise and compelling. : 
+” But here especially Mr Haig’s © 


. worst enemy is Mr. Haig. His nig- 
gling, contemptuous disregard of 
the role of Jeane Kirkpatrick, to 
cite one recurring example, and his 
outrageous misrepresentation of | 
her public posture during the Falk- - 


‘lands crisis— he stops just short of : 
. anaccusation of outright disloyalty 
‘and lays it off'on British“percep-. 
' ; on” of her private pot-stirring —- 
- rewrite history and undermine his 


a " own credibility as a wimess to it...” 
Caspar Weinberger, Larry Eagle- ; - : : 


Because of a friendship of sev- 


' seral decades and because my admi- 
ration of Jeane Kirkpatrick 
: borders on awe, I cannot Jet this - 


particular point lie. All through the 


<dmund Wilson subtitled the -and speeches and press conference ' -- 
ection on Lenin, “He identi-. 


010400040001-2 


book, Gen. Haig goes out of his way 


to put her down — to put her inher: 
“place” as a pushy (if intellectually’. 


formidable) sort of.““Mrs.” Where 


- others during the transition drop: 
by to, talk substance, she registers: 


complaints about personal perks. 
Her superbly successful negoti- 
ation with the foreign minister of 
Iraq on the bombing of the Osirik 
reactor is never mentioned: we had 
“some differences of opinion on. 
this question.” Her trenchant ana- 
lysis and recommendations of U.S. 


‘options in reaction tothe imposition 
-of martial law in Poland are 

reduced to a “not unnatural ...: 
‘ wish” to take the issue to the U.N. 
- Security Council. 


So, in the end, we have bagkbiting 
and biting back. As I’ve said, that is 
too bad. A] Haig almost certainly is 
capable of more and better than 
that. His promise of subsequent 


installments holds out the possibil- . 
ity at least of serious, substantive 


reflections on the Reagan adminis- 


tration and U.S. foreign policy —: 


but I don’t think I’H hold my breath: 


in anticipation... 


Charles M. Lichenstein, deputy 
U.S. representative to the United 
Nations Security Council from 
1981-84, is now a Senior fellow at 
The Heritage Foundation. 


) 
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Washington Whispers. 
Nein denn rae ial 
Anti-Casey Grumbling at the CIA. 


Members of Congress aren't the only 
ones upset at the ‘‘secret war’’ in Nica- 
ragua being directed by Central Intel- 
ligence Agency chief William Casey. 
Growing numbers of CIA veterans. 
fear that the operation is exposing the 
agency to exactly the sort of pounding 
from the press and lawmakers that 
tore it apart a decade ago. Their ur- 
gent plea: Leave paramilitary opera- 
tons to the Pentagon... 


kk *& 
x *& 

There’s an outside chance that Daniel 
Moynihan might withdraw his resig- 
nation as vice chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. Fellow 
Democrats are urging the New York. 
lawmaker, who quit over the CIA's 
mining of harbors in Nicaragua, to 
Stay on because nobody else in line 
for the post carries his prestige. 


kk 
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In rebuilding the CIA, Casey has made missteps and infuriated Congress 


» J. Casey has amply fulfilled his 
% 1981 pledge to lead the Central 
se Intelligence Agency to “good new 
days.” The decimated spy agency he took 
over as director at the start of Reagan's 
term has been fattened by budget in- 
creases that not even the Pentagon can 
match in percentage terms. Staff has mul- 
tiplied, intelligence collection and analy- 
sis have vastly speeded up. Morale has 
soared as public animosity engendered by 
the assassination plots and other “dirty 
tricks” of the 1960s and-”?0s has faded. 
The agency is again recruiting on college 
campuses, where its initials were once re- 
garded as an anagram of evil. 

But by another test the agency at 
times seems to be heading straight back to 
the bad old days. Once more, relations be- 
tween the CIA and Congress are being en- 
veriomed by mutual distrust and anger. 
Prominent members of both parties 
charge that Casey not only broke interna- 


“tional law by having the CIA mine three 


Nicaraguan harbors, but flouted the agen- 
cy’s obligation to keep the intelligence 
committees of Congress “fully and cur- 
renuy” informed of what jt was doing. For 
his part, Casey, in the words of one of his 
Administration colleagues, “views Con- 


a5 


gress as a bunch of meddlers, messing 
around in his business.” 

Vermont Democrat Patrick Leahy, a 
member of the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee, warns that support for the CIA is 
eroding because “many Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress are saying that 
they consider Mr. Casey’s credibility to be 
at an alltime low.” Storms Minnesota Re- 
publican Senator David Durenberger: 
“There is no use in our meeting with Bill 


Casey. None of us believe him. The cava- 


lier, almost arrogant fashion in which he 
has treated us as individuals has turned 
the whole committee against him.” To 
dramatize his protest that Casey kept 
the group in the dark about the Nicaragua 
mining, New York Democrat Daniel Pat- 
rick Moynihan vows to resign as vice 
chairman of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. ae : 

Some Administration officials are 
concerned that Casey will never be able to 
restore enough trust in Congress to win 
continued funding for the covert opera- 


tions that are the Cla director’s special . 


pride, Indeed, there are whispers around 
the White House from pragmatists as well 
as a few hard-liners that the best service 
Casey could now perform for the c 
would be to quit. : 


_ 


There is little chance that Casey or his 
boss, Ronald Reagan, will heed or even 
hear such advice. Casey, who managed 
Reagan’s 1980 campaign, is closer to Rea- 
gan than perhaps any previous ClA direc- 
tor has been to his President. . 

He has become one of the driving 
forces in setting—as well as carrying 
out—U.S. policy toward Nicaragua. The 
Administration asserts that its aim is to 
harass the Sandinista government until it 
stops trying to foment Communist revolu- 
tion throughout Central America. The 
main instrument for achieving this is CLA 
training, arming and financing of the con- 
tra guerrillas who are waging war against 
the Sandinistas, 

Many lawmakers have Jong been 
afraid that the Cia backing of the conrras 
would drag the U.S. into a war against 
Nicaragua, and Casey’s briefings did not 
always reassure them. One Senator told 
TIME last week that the CLA director once 
went so far as to presenta plan for a possi- 
ble eventual partition of Nicaragua be- | 
tween a Sandinista regime in the west and 
a contra-ruled state in the east. Though 
the congressional committees cannot veto 
any CIA activities outright, they can, in 
Moynihan’s words, “push and pull” the 
agency away from dubious schemes (as 
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A frustrated Congress is worried that the Reagan 
administration is ‘casually playing war’ in Nicaragua. 


ongress took its Easter recess last week, 

but there was no break in its building 
fury at the Reagan administration. Recent 
revelations that Reagan’s CIA has been 
directly involved in military operations 
against the Nicaraguan government—with- 
out Congress’s full knowledge—frustrated 
and embittered legislators in both parties. 
“We've been used,” complained House In- 
telligence Committee Democrat Norman 
Mineta. The White House, said Republican 


eo F SGeitcpeege 


Casey 


(above), Moyniha 


Sen. David Durenberger, a member of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, has treated 
Congress with contempt: “The folks down 
there think we’re a bunch of yahoos.” But 
behind the intramural squabbling was a 
deeper concern—that the administration, 
.by its’secretive machinations, has bungled 
U.S. policy in Central America. While Con- 
gress was kept in the dark, warned Demo- 


cratic Sen. Fritz Hollings, the administra- 


’ 


tion has been “just casually playing war.’ 
That widely held cof Faved Fr c 


n: ‘Something went wrong’ 


Release 


ollary, that the CIA is unilaterally 
running the war—immediately threatened 
critical elements of administration policy. 
The extraordinarily lopsided congressional 


44281:1CT-RDP9Y1-00901R000400040001-2 


vote against using more U.S. funds to mine . 


Nicaraguan harbors—-84 to 12in the Senate, 
281] to 11] in the House—presages a fierce 
struggle over the president’s latest aid re- 
quest for the U.S.-supported contra rebel- 


lion against the Sandinista government in | 
Nicaragua and, to a lesser extent, the gov- | 


the administration could have 
even more far-reaching ef- 
fects—especially in an election 
year. Even the normally san- 
guine White House acknowl- 
edged that Reagan’s standing 
with Congress has suffered 
widespread and lasting dam- 
age. “There’s a feeling they 
were not dealt with in good 
faith, that they were misled,” 
says a presidential adviser. 
‘Nasty*: Proof, if any was 


LARRY DOWNING—Newsween 


nation of Sen. Daniel Patrick 

Moynihan from his post as vice 
_ chairman of the Intelligence 
Committee. “Something went 
wrong,” Moynihan explained, 
“and the seriousness of this 
must be expressed.” In particu- 
lar, he protested a “breach 
of faith”——-misleading admin- 
istration briefings suggesting 
that the contras, and not the 


harbors to destabilize the coun- 
.try’seconomy. That breach has 
apparently convinced some 


TERRY ARTHUR—CAMERA 5 


# 


needed, lay in the bitter resig- 


CIA, had mined Nicaraguan — 


---- senators that Congress should | 


exact revenge. Tired of playing—and los- 


ing—a cat-and-mouse game with the CIA to | 


secure intelligence that it is legally entitled 
to, the Senate may try to force CIA Director 
William Casey to be more responsive. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee is 
considering requiring Casey to testify under 
oath when he next appears, a procedure that 
has usually been abandoned in the name of 
collegiality; in addition, it is contemplating 


| 
| 
| 


ermmentin E] Salvador. But the ‘ 
breach between Congress and - 


activities—and demanding a response with- 
in 48 hours. “It starts to get very nasty,” says 
acommittee staffer. The frustration over the 
CIA’s failure to keep Congress fully in- 
formed is compounded by genuine confu- 
sion over what is actually being accom-. 
plished in Central America. “I have no idea : 
whether we are making any progress,” says | 
Durenberger, who has supported themoney 
for covert operations in Nicaragua. 

Last week’s developments only added to 
theconfusion. Bolstered by new recruits and 
arms, the Costa Rican-based Democratic 
Revolutionary Alhance (ARDE), led by 
Edén Pastora—the legendary ““Command- 
er Zero” of the Sandinista revolution—was 
reveling in its first notable military victory. 
But after occupying the small coastal fishing, 
village of San Juan del Norte for three days, 
ARDE forces retreated into the hills in the 
face of a strong Sandinista ground-and-air 
counterattack. The Sandinista Air Force 
devastated what was left of San Juan del 
Norte, dropping 500-pound bombs from 
Soviet-built MI-8 helicopters and O-2 “push 
and pull” spotter planes. “‘Our objective is 
nottodefend [fixed] positions,” said Pastora 
in a taped message from an undisclosed 
location following the retreat. “Weare fight- 
ing a guerrilla offensive.” 

‘Crocodiles’: One U.S. official hailed the 
“major psychologicalimpact” oftheARDE 
effort. However, diplomatic sources in 
Costa Rica questioned how much it really 
moeant. “If it weren’t for its political signifi- 
cance,” said one, ‘the Sandinistas could just 
leave Pastora down there to rot.” Pastora 
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Pitchman of the Power House 
How top Lobbyist Bob Gray makes friends and sells influence 


ha was a time when lobbyists were 
discreet, working their deals behind 
closed doors. But Robert Keith Gray is a 
new breed of lobbyist. preferring to 
enter by the front door and stay in the 
limelight. 

The dapper. polished Gray, 62. is the 
founder and president of Gray & Co., an 
86-member lobbying and public relations 
firm located in a lavishly decorated for- 
mer generating plant in Georgetown im- 
modestly named the Power House. His of- 
fice is decorated with photographs of him 
shaking hands with every President since 
Dwight Eisenhower. “With appreciation 
and warmest friendship,” says a 
photo inscription from Ronald 
Reagan. whose Inauguration cere- 
monies Gray helped arrange. By 
day he likes to be seen with his pals 
in high places. including CIA Direc- 
tor William Casey. Senator Paul 
Laxalt and most of the Cabinet. By 
- night, if his friends have to work, - - 
Bachelor Gray squires their wives 
toso many Washington parties that { 
he claims he wears out two tuxedos 
a year. 

Gray cultivates his connections 
by hiring people on the basis of ;: 
whom they know. “T only want the {f° 
Stars,” he says. It is a policy that fF 
gets him publicity. not always wel- 
come. Four months ago. Gray hired 
Alejandro Orfila. the Secretary- * 
General of the Organization of & 
American States and former. Ar- 
gentine Ambassador to the U.S., at 
$25,000 2 month. At the time Or- 
fila, who is an accomplished Wash- $ 
ington socializer, was still working § 6). ~ 
for the O.A.S. and collecting his >: 
$88,000-a-year salary. He contin- 3. 


ued working as both a diplomat and At the Capitol: “Today's fob! 


a member of Gray & Co. until his 
resignation from the O.A.S. on 
March 31. Last winter. a black limousine 
with diplomatic plates that read “OAS 8” 
was ofien seen idling outside the Power 
House, while Orfila worked within. Al- 
though Orfila insists that he did no lobby- 
ing while he was on both payrolls and that 
he was moonlighting from the O.A.S. on 
accumulated Jeave time. the O.A.S. this 
month rebuked him and began an investi- 
- gation of his nine years in office. A few 
days Jater. Gray was back in the news for 
getting Ursula Meese a job running a 
- small foundation. The wife of embattled 
Presidentia) Counsellor Edwin Meese. she 
has maintained that she took the £40.000- 
“a-year job as executive director of the 
foundation at American University in 
early 1982 because her family needed the 
money. She still has the p¢&xPproved #6 
For all his intimate connections, how- 
ever, Gray is not just a political fixer. The 


| 


rules of lobbying have changed since the 
days when the legendary Thomas (““Tom- 
my the Cork”) Corcoran could pick up the 
phone and deliver the goods for a client. 
As federal regulations have grown ever 
Stricter in the past 15 years, the number 
of registered lobbyists has quadrupled. 
There are now about 6,500, or just over 
twelve for every member of Congress. But 


‘while this growing cacophony of special- 


interest groups is fighting to be heard, lob- 
bying has become more open, thanks to 
the full-disclosure demands of the post- 
Watergate era. 

What Gray offers is a prized Wash- 


a ae 


at 


ington commodity called access. His spe- 
cialty is the returned phone call. “A Bob 
Gray can get your case heard,” says Jack 
Albertine, president of the American 
Business Conference. Declares the New 
Republic columnist TRB: “Gray's firm 
has broken new ground in the brazenness 
with which it presents itself as selling not 
legal services or even public relations, but 
connections pure and simple.” 

Gray maintains these connections by 
performing small favors, like getting the 
job for Ursula Meese or helping Nancy 
Thurmond, the wife of Senator Strom 
‘Thurmond, Republican of South Caroli- 
na, organize charity balls. (He once put 
Mrs. Thurmond on his payroll, but criti- 


f : a 
Beledoe, -oter i282 iA REE tO 
asks for favors in return. “There was 2 
ume when booze. blonds and ‘bribes were 


maereapos 


byist kas to be a straight shooter” 
A small-town boy who gets along, at $350 an hour. 


wird Ce 


the persuaders,” he explains. “But today’s 
lobbyist has to be a straight shooter.” 
Contends Staffer Frank Mankiewicz, who 
until last year ran National Public Radio: 
“He's a small-town boy, like Ronald Rea- 
gan. In a small town, you help your 
friends.” 

Gray, who was bom in Hastings, 
Neb., is a good deal more than just a 
small-town boy grown big. He is a Har- 
vard Business Schoo! graduate who since 
going to Washington as a low-level offi- 
cial in the Eisenhower Administration 


has had the knack for cultivating the pow- ! 
erful of both parties. He left the public re-- 


lations firm of Hill & Knowlton Inc. in 
1981 10 build a company that by 1983 was 
earning $11 million a year. He owns 75% 
of Gray & Co.'s stock, and enjoyed a sala- 
ry last year of $401,500, 


| Gray has produced results for many . 


.z clients, including the government 


‘sin Congress. The powerful Greek 
lobby was determined to trim back 
Turkey's military aid last year, but 
- Gray sent Lobbyist Gary Hymel, 2 
- former top aide to House Speaker 
., Tip O’Neill, to work on House lead- 
a ¢rs. Martin Gold, former counsel to 
<.. Senate Majority Leader Howard 
_-: Baker, was sent by Gray to deal 
4, With Republican leaders in the Sen- 


“ the year before. 


: Ss uch services do not come 
ops cheap. The firm often charges 
Clients both a monthly retainer and 
: high hourly fees. An hour of Gray’s 
time costs $350. Says a former em- 
ployee: “Suddenly, at the end of the 
month, the client is hit with a 


*: $40.000 or $50,000 bill. He says, - 
‘My God, what have I gotten for | 


this?’ ” Sometimes little more than 

: a handshake. One arms dealer paid 
aziz Gray $65.000 to help him make his 
case to the Pentagon on a foreign 
spare-paris deal. Gray set up a 
meeting for the client with Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, but the 
arms dealer did not get the contract. Nor 
can Gray always deliver the handshake. 


could-.persuade President Reagan to 


February. The President declined. 

‘Gray insists that he will not take on 
just any client, and hints that he has 
‘turned away the government of Libya 
and the Rey. Sun Myung Moon. But how 


out with Bill Casey,” says Gray, dropping 
like a brick the name of his friend the CIA 
ogo Reodandiseogor-driendships like 
hat are not just to be made: they can be 
marketed. —By£Evan Thomas. Reported by 
David Beckwith and Jay Branezan/Washington 


.did he know, for instance, that more mili- 
tary aid for Turkey was in the national 
interest? “I always check these situations 


«30f Turkey, which has little support | 


* ate. Turkey ended up getting more - 
military aid out of Congress than 


The National Food Processors paid him a : 
major fee largely in the hope that he | 


speak at their annual convention in early | 


* eeuhes ihe . Re 
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Mystery Money 
Anew Meese puzzle 


et another cloud has appeared over 
the troubled nomination of Presiden- 
tial Counsellor Edwin Meese as U.S. At- 
torney General: a tax-exempt Reagan 
Administration transition fund, headed 


and where much of its money went. The 
New York Times reported last week that 
the fund has even refused to open its 
; books to a federal audit. The disclosure 
' led Senate Judiciary Committee Member 
Ted Kennedy to ask Jacob Stein, the spe- 
: cial prosecutor looking into allegations 
raised against Meese, to include the fund 
in his probe. A source close to the investi- 
gation insisted that Stein, with his far- 
ranging mandate to sort out the tangled 


Meese affair, will almost surely decide to : 


look into the matter. 

Meese served as president and the only 
salaried director of the Presidential Tran- 
sition Foundation Inc., set up to plan the 
transfer of executive power from the Car- 
ter Administration to Reagan’s team. The 
other directors were William Casey, now 
CIA director, and Verne Orr, now Secretary 
of the Air Force. In addition to receiving $2 
million in operating expenses from the 
Government and $250,000 from the Presi- 
,dent’s campaign treasury, 
zthe foundation raised 


cording to its tax return. 


nate, but Orr said at the 
time that single contribu- 
tions were being limited to 
a maximum of $5,000. The 
foundation also promised 
that its books would even- 
tually be made public. 


Edwin Meese 


| $$688,931 from unidenti- | 
Sfied private donors, ac- ; 


by Meese in 1980-81, that refuses to reveal | 
where its private donations came from } 


“No limit was set on the 
amount people could do- . 


to answer all of his questions.” 


That never happened. The fund de- , 
clined a request by the General Accounting ; 
Office (GAO) in 1981 to providean account- | 
ing of privately raised receipts and their 
disbursement. A similar request to the 
White House in 1981 produced a vague 
promise that it was ‘attempting to formu- 
late a response,” according to the GAO. 
Even though the foundation has claimed 
tax exemption, the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice has never approved that status. Noting 
that the IRS is headed by a presidential ap- 
pointee, Kennedy asked, “Why has it not 


| audited the foundation?” If the transition 


fund is not tax exempt, the donors of the 


| $688,931 could not claim tax deductions. 


Meese’s attorney, E. Robert Wallach, 
said that “explicitly, Meese didn’t handle 
fund raising, he didn’t handle disburse- 
ments.” Another member of his legal 
team, Leonard Garment, promised that if 
Prosecutor Stein decides to probe Meese’s 
role at the foundation, “we are prepared 
i 
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Big Stakes in E! Salvador 


THREE KEY ELECTIONS OF THE 1984sEa- 
son will soon be held within four days of 
one another. On May 5, Texas will hold 
its Caucuses. and although Gary Hart’s 
high-tech message should do well in the 
Southwest, the smart money is on Wal- 
ter Mondale. And three days later, on 
May &, the Ohio primary should further 
confirm Mondale’s eppeal to Democrats 
in the industrial Midwest. — 

In between these contests, on May 6, 
an even more important election will 
take piace, in El Salvador—the runoff 
berween Napoleén Duarte and Roberto 


‘ d’Aubuisson for the Salvadoran presi- 
: dency. The Democrats may have their 


attention fixed on Texas and Ohio, but 
the Reagan administration has ifs mind 
firmly set on E] Salvador. With the Mid- 
dle East receding as a flash point (at 
least for now) and the recent Soviet suc- 
cession diverting attention from the ad- 
ministration’s reluctance to reopen arms 
talks, Central America stands as the key 
foreign-policy issue of the 1984 cam- 
paign. A victory by d’Aubuisson, a for- 
mer ermy officer linked to the death 
squads, would be disastrous not only for 
E] Salvador but for Ronald Reagan's 
Central American policy as well. D’Au- 


buisson’s prescription is more killing. 


He believes the bulk of El Salvador's 
trouble is generated by about 5,000 sub- 
versives (besides thapspre aW Fu Re 
as guerrillas), and he aad “wipe them 
out.” D'Aubuisson may well be engag- 


REALLY MATTER 


ing in campaign hyperbole, but if he is 
elected, Congress will probably cut off 
American aid before waiting to find out. 
Duarte, on the other hand, is a con- 
ciliator. He has said he will conduct a 
“dialogue” with the guerrillas, and while 
he has steadfastly refused to define his 
terms, it is understood that some con- 
crete attempt at peacemaking would be 
his first priority. Duarte is not only ac- 
ceptable to the administration’s con- 
gressional critics, he is acceptable to the 
administration itself. “God, how we 
want Duarte to win,” says a senior ad- 
ministration aide. “He gives us cred- 
ibility—and more important, as we head 
into an election here, he gives us time. 
His presidency would be like the Cher- 
nenko ascendancy. All sides will have to 
permit Duarte time to work his magic. 
And for sure we'll support whatever he 
does. Duarte can get us off the hook” 
The catch is whether the Salvadoran 
military, which continues to wield the 
real power, will permit Duarte to govern 
effectively. The very same military stole 
the 1972 election from Duarte, and when 
he finally did become president, in the 
early 80s, he was little more than a fig- 
urehead. Back then, Duarte’s contempt 
for the military he theoretically oversaw 
was the region’s worst-kept secret. “All 
they know is how to kill,” Duarte-told 
me two years ago. “They want to keep on 
protecting the rich, and as long as there 
ase 2005/28 ] GHORDRdd:00909 
that’s exactly how they'll continue to 
operate.” , ; 


To hear the White House tell it, the 
Salvadoran armed forces are now a 
model of professionalism. But the death 
squads still roam at will, which they 
couldn't do without the military’s ac- 
quiescence. And the new military com- 
mander, General Vides Casanova, has 
himself been implicated in the cover-up 
surrounding the murder of the Ameri: 
can churchwomen four years ago. 

Assuming Duarte wins, will the 
army permit him to talk with the guer- 
nillas and institute the sweeping land- 
redistribution program he has prom- 
ised? When Duarte tried economic re- 
forms during his presidency, they 
were quickly undermined by the legisla- 
ture’s actions, something that couldn't 
have happened without the military’s 
tacit blessing. 

. For the record, Duarte now says that 
the army is “better,” that it hes 
“changed,” and he obviously hopes for 
an accommodation. Whether he gets it 
will depend on how far he wants to go 
and how quickly. Duarte figures his best 
chance would be to act swiftly. He be- 
lieves the army would realize that Amer- 
ican aid would end if the military staged 
@ coup or otherwise crippled his presi- 
dency. The White House concurs in this | 
analysis—and is keeping its fingers‘ 
crossed. “We've made it as clear as we 
can,” says a State Department official. 
“If Duarte wins and is rendered irrele- : 
vant, then we're out of there. We think : 
the message has gotten through, Ifit has, : 
we'll have a defensible position in El: 
Salvador at least through the fall elec-- 
tion here. Whether we'll have the same: 
kind of ‘bye’ in Nicaragua is a whole.’ 
different question.” 

Yes, it is. 

Tnanks mainly to the C.LA.’s mining 
of-Nicaragua’s harbors, the administra- 
tion is now facing congressional re- 
sistance to the continued funding of the 
American-supported counterrevolu- 
tionary operations directed against the 
Managua regime. The mining may have 
been sound tactically—another weapon 
in the war to pressure the Sandinistas to 
cease their support of the Salvadoran 
guerrillas—but the international and 
domestic backlash offsets the gain. 

Part of the current flap is justified. 
Mining is a legitimate act of war— 
whether declared or not—but it is nor- 
mally undertaken openiy so that neutral | 
vessels have fair warning. The C.1.A.’s 
00¢4000d10004R2 which was bound to 
surface sometime, has only heightened | 


the outcry. As for the agency’s briefing 
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What a relief, Mr. Moynihan — 


>" Relax, everyone. You can sleep a little easier the United States. : 
.tonight, comforted in the knowledge that Daniel Mr. Moynihan agreed to stay on after. CIA | 
. Patrick Moynihan has reversed his decision to Director William ‘3 Casey apologized to the 
*guit as vice chairman of the Senate Select committee for not having kept Congress ade- i 
“Committee on Intelligence. Oa ee quately informed of~the mining o ration, | 
«« The man so inattentive to matters important. which for.weeks had been:one of Washington's: 
sto his committee that he did-not éven read his - most open'secrets. Der ae 
sown staff report on the mining of Nicaraguan -It seems-that Mr. Moynihan was one of the | 
--harbors has again lent the country his eyes and. - few people:in Washington not aware of the 
«ears. The New York senator so outraged be- -mining.-Ar 
‘cause the report telling of: the CIA’s role in the mittee - might implement:is the purchase of oe 
eTaining wasn’t underlined in red is once ‘again = - an 
‘poised to wield the mighty Hammer. of his “> 
iJeadership over the inte igence -procedures’-of ” 
: i 7 satya seem ee om ‘é Lipase Pee ae 
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Casey; 


. ing, which, 


‘Senate 
Patch. Things. Up. 
On Nicaragua Tae 


William: Jer -Casey;the Director of = : 


Central Intelligence, must have - 


found it awkward. to apologize. But 


with the survival of the Administra-_ 
tion's military support of the Nicara-" 


guan rebels hanging in the balance, . 
Mr. Casey swallowed hard and au- -~ 


thorized an‘ on-the-record apology to 


29 April 198k 


the Senate Intelligence Committee. beak 


last week.- 


The committee complained: that it . 


S‘was not adequately informed in a 
timely manner”’-of the C.1.A.’s role 
in mining Nicaraguan harbors, add- - 
ing that Mr. Casey ‘“‘concurred in 
that assessment.’’ At the same time, 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of 
New York became vice chairman 
again. He had quit to protest the min- 
Mr. Casey said, has 


ET ate Tat 


= Bs 
tte 


The requests for Central 
military aid are to come Demure 
Senate~House conference committee 
this week. The Senate has approved 


$21 million for the Nicaraguan insur- 


gents and $1.7 million for the E] Sai- 
vador Government. The House has. 
approved $32.5 million for E] Salwa- 
dor.and no additional money for 
Nicaragua operations. 

Washington says it is acting in the 
collective defense of El Salvador and 
other Central American countries 
against subversion by Nicaraguan- 
supported guerrillas:. The United 
States has also urged free elections, 
a plea echoed last weekend by Nica- 


ragua’s nine-Roman Catholic bish-.... 
ops, who said the: voting’ should. aiso. 


be open to the ‘rebels..But Daniel 
Ortega ‘Saavedra; the junta codrdi- 


‘nator,’ rejected" “thé. bishop's pro- 


posal, contending i it was eC OneteO Ry 
the C.LA. ; 


Nicaragua, e sdded,’ was placme - 
little faith in the mediating efforts of 


the five nearby countries known as 
the Contadora group. The groum’s 
foreign ministers, from Mexico, Ce- 
lombia, Panama and Venezuela, 
were to meet again today with Cen- 
tral American officials. 

Taking its case against the United 
States to the World Court, Ni caragna 
asked for an interim ruling enjoiuing 
Washington from supporting the: in- 
surgents. Davis R. Robinson, a State 
Department lawyer, denounced the 
complaint as. “‘propaganda” and 
urged dismissal. Besides, he said, 
Nicaragua has not recognized the 
court’s authority. But Carlos Ar- 
guello Gomez of Nicaragua said his 
country had gone before the court in 
a 1960 dispute with Honduras. The 
court, which has no enforcement aa- 
thority, was expected to hand down a 
SC honeett Taling within 15 days. 
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CIA director speaks SOIT 


Casey’s mumbling contributed to furor over Nicaragua mining 


By Richard Whittle 
Washington Bureau of The News af 

WASHINGTON — When William Casey talks, 
members of the, House and Senate Intelligence 
committees listen — but some say they often 
can’t hear. 

The CIA director, who turned 71 last month, 
Speaks in a voice as wispy as his thin white hair. 
Like the Allied agents he helped infiltrate be- 
hind German lines as a World War II officer in 
the Office of Strategic Services, Casey's words 
have a way of fading murkily into the ether. 

“I think I am not being unkind to say (that) 
Mr. Casey is not known for having high marks in 
elocution; that it's not always clear what exactly 
is being said when he is talking,” said Sen. Wil- 
liam S. Cohen, a Maine Republican who sits on 
the Senate Intelligence Committee. 

Waxing unintelligible is so much Casey's 
trademark that even President Reagan has joked 
about it. He has said that one of Casey’s assets as 
-head of the nation's top spy agency is that he 
requires no electronic “scrambler” to garble his 
telephone conversations as a guard against in- 
terception. 

Far from just an amusing quirk, Casey's 
mumbling has been a factor in his dispute with 
members of the Senate Intelligence Committee 
over whether he properly informed them of the 
C1A’s direct role in mining Nicaragua's harbors. 

Casey took the extraordinary step of paying 
‘personal “fence-mending” calls on committee 
members last week and even signed a formal 
memorandum of apology at the behest of Sens. 

_Lioyd Bentsen, D-Texas, and Richard Lugar, R- 
Ind. 

But Casey, who declined through a spokes- 
man to be interviewed, was slow to admit any 
error. At first he had CIA officials issue state- 
ments saying he had complied with the 1980 In- 
‘telligence Oversight Act, which requires him to 
keep Congress “fully and currently informed” of 
any “significant” intelligence operations. 

As a result, before his apology, Casey's rela- 
tions with the Senate committee had growy so 
sour that some members were suggesting that he 
resign. — 


Though it is not likely that Reagan would 
ask him to quit, it is less likely that Casey would 
volunteer to leave a job that has let him delve 
again into the mysterious world of secret intelli- 
gence operations, which by his own past admis- 
‘sion he came to love as a young OSS officer. 

- Whatever the course of his future dealings 
with Capitol Hill, it is widely agreed that the epi- 
sode has raised the ghost of the sinister, head- 
Strong image the CIA acquired after 1970s revela- 
tions of past CIA assassination plots and coups. 

' It is no secret that Casey has a specia) bond 
with the clandestine service — the arm of the 
organization that plots and implements covert 
programs in the realms of propaganda, political 
intrigue and paramilitary operations — based on 
his experience in the kind of work they do. It is 
said that he has even gone into Central America 
himself, traveling in unmarked planes, to check 
on the progress of his agency’s operations. 

' For that reason, said a former intelligence 
official who has worked with Casey personally, 
the director is unlikely to change his ways with- 
out direct orders from Congress. The former offi- 
tial asked not to be identified. 

' “Running the clandestine service,” the offi- 
cial said, “well, he just loves to do it.” 

+ Some of Casey's supporters disagree that his 
affinity for covert action has hurt the agency's 
image. Former CIA Director William L. Colby, 
for one, said the congressional furor reflects no 
distrust of Casey but merely a lack of consensus 


+. on whether the CIA's Nicaraguan operations are, 


} wise. 
But the controversy appears to have killed 
: whatever chances the administration had of get- 
ting the House to approve $21 million to resupply 
the ClA-backed rebels, known as contras, who 
:are warring against Nicaragua’s Marxist San- 
dinista government. 
; _.Cohen and other Senate committee members 
are Still saying that while Casey may have re- 
{ferred during March briefings to mines being 
, placed in Nicaragua’s harbors, the words he used 
-and his customary mumbling prevented the 
committee from understanding the CIA's role in 
placing them. 
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CIA and Congress 


In a at least, the Central Intelligence Agency has an 
absolute obligation to keep Congress informed of opéfations 
which Congress is called upon to fund. 

The resignation of Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan as vice 
chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a sub-: 
sequent apology offered by William J. Casey, the CIA head, ' 
for failure to brief the committee as fully as some members , ; 
desired shows how seriously that obligation is taken both on ; 

Capitol Hill and in the executive branch of government. 

Not quite so seriously taken, however, is the obligation on | 
Congress’ part to guard secrets that the CIA imparts to it in - 
the course of keeping senators and representatives well- 
informed. 

No wonder the CIA thinks twice before being candid with, 
Congress when it knows the place is full of blabbermouths 
who consider it their duty, upon being informed of CIA un-. 
dertakings they don’t approve of, to immediately hold a. 
press conference to denounce them. 

. Whether, in the closed session Wednesday which culmi- 
nated i in Mr. Casey’s apology and Mr. Monynihan’s return to 
the vice chairman’s seat, this concomittant obligation on the : 
part of Congress was discussed, reports have not yet madé 
clear. All we know is that at the end of what was apparently 
a spirited give-and-take between senators and spymaster, | 
all hands emerged radiating sweetness and light. For the 
record, anyway. There are still no doubt many members of 
the committee who have reservations about the CIA and all 
its works. Still, no doubt, a certain skepticism on Mr. Casey’s 
part about the ability of Mr. Moynihan and his colleagues’ to. 
keep their mouths shut. 

On whole, however, this clear-the-air eiehae should have 
a healthy effect not only in Congress and covert action cir- 
cles but upon the public, which has been a little too quick to’ 
jump on the CIA in connection with the Nicaraguan mining, ° 
assuming that there was some plot afoot in Mr. Casey’s 
office to sneak something by. It is not at all clear, for one 
‘thing, whether members of the committee, when com- 

plaining about lack of information, are fully entitled to the 
gripes they have been expressing. Some senators had no 
complaints. Perhaps the others just weren't listening 


Ve 


Cay 


Continued 
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Stil Unreselv 


In effect, the theory holds that if 


By Joanne Omang 
and Don Oberdorfer 
Wastington Post Stuff Writers 

In meking the long-neglected re- 
gior: of Centra! America one of its 
top international priorities, the Rea- 
gan administration is trying to stop 
the spread of communism near the 
southern U.S. border by using indi- 
rect military and paramilitary power 
- and attempting to restructure polit- 
ical and social institutions in coun- 
_ tnes there. 

The ambiguous nature of this pol- 
icy has been shaped by an American 
political paradox, reflected in opin- 
ion poli after opinion poll, that is 


partly a legacy of the Vietnam war. 
A majority of American voters agrees 
that vital U.S. interests are at stake 
in Certral America but flatly op- 
poses having U.S. troops fight to de- 
fend those interests. - 
Guided by this domestic imper- 
ative and its own instincts, the ad- 
’ ministration has determined that 
further military victories by commu- 
nist troops will not be permitted in 
Central America and that this policy 
cen be enforced short of sending 
U.S. troops into combat there. 
This is the answer administration 
officials give in interviews, public 


statements and internal documents | 


to questions about what the United 
States is trying to do in Central 
America. However, the officials said 
a central question remains unre- 
solved inside the administration: 
Should the U.S. objective be only to 
‘stop the spread of communist influ- 
ence in the region or to go further 


and eradicate it in Nicaragua and - 


Cuba? 

These officials expressed the be- 
Nef that democratic institutions— 
even if they must be created virtu- 
ally from scratch in countries that 
have very little democratic tradition, 
-such as E] Salvador, Honduras and 
Guatemela—nonetheless can re- 
spond to the needs of downtrodden 
people and that the people will then 


i) 
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E] Salvador, the crucial battleground 
in the administration’s view, can be 


militarily protected long enough - 


--from outside leftist revolutionary in- ; 


fluence, it can leave behind its long 
history of corruption, human rights 


', abuses, illegal behavior and inepti- . 


"tude and be transformed peacefully 
into a smaller version of the United 
States, a responsive, democratic so- 
ciety. 

This fundamental approach, re- 
jected as impractical or insincere by 
many critics of the administration's 
policy for Central America, is behind 
the steady buildup of a U.S. “mili- 

tary shield” in Central America, be- 

«hind which, administration officials 
said, democratic institutions may 

“flourish with U.S. help. 

However, the most visible result 
so far of this two-pronged approach 
has been the military buildup. Im- 
plemented in piecemeal and incre- 
mental fashion throughout the three 
years of the Reagan administration, 
it has changed the face of Central 

- America. 

With U.S. aid, Salvadoran mili- 
‘tary forces have more than doubled 
“and those of neighboring Honduras 
* have increased 30 percent. Without 
-direct U.S. aid, Guatemala’s forces 
«have increased 50 percent. 

_ Covert U.S. financing and _diree- 

“tions through the -CTA fave helped 
the insurgents fighting the’ leftist 
government of miner Nicaragua, 

_known as coniras, grow from a few 
ragtag exile bands to three well- 

organized, well-equipped guerrilla 

_groups totaling 15,000 fighters. 

U.S. military assistance to the Sal- 
vadoran government in its war 
against leftist rebels:has grown from 
about $6 million in the last full year 

of the Carter administration to this 
year’s total of $243 million either al- 
ready sent to El Salvador or awaiting 
congressional approval. U.S. military 


Sumday in El Salvador. 


Powerful US.” armadas have 
eG sailed into the waters surrounding 


Central America to show the flag. 
US. ground, air and sea maneuvers 
@f unprecedented size and scope 
have become « nearly continuous . 
feature there. The jackhammer of 
U.S. military construction has be- | 
come commonplace, especially in | 
Honduras. 
But the other part of the policy— ; 


the building of flourishing democrat- 


ic institutions—is not yet apparent. 
Critics of the Reagan administration 
have said they doubt that it is pos- 
sible, although new elections have 
n held or scheduled in several 
centries of the region. The most 
important, and possibly riskiest, of . 
these elections so far will be presi- 
dential balloting scheduled next 


All sides agree that stability in the 
Tegion, to say nothing of peace, is far 
off The economies of the Central 
American countries have been hit 
herd by global recession and the 


flight of capital, which have hurt the 


region far more than increased US. 
ewonomic and military aid has 
belped. Only in the past few months, 
fer the first time since the late 
1970s, has this economic decline ap- 


- peared to jevel off in several Central 
_ famerican countries, with hopes for 
. Imzprovement ahead, 


_ dn the military competition, the 
growing strength and resources of 
opposition elements also has offset 
some of the U.S. buildup in friendly 
countries. 

The military forces of Nicaragua’s 
Sandinistas, backed by Soviet and 
Cuban equipment and advisers, have 
grown from about 4,000 on their day 
of xictory over the late dictator 
Anastasio Somoza in mid-1979 to 
about 48,000 now, about half of 
them reservists. 

While the United States has 
helped the Salvadoran military grow 
from 16,000 at the end of the Carter 
administration to 39,000 today, aid 
from communist nations helped the 


id to Honduras has increased twen- : 
reject communism. Approved For Release 2008/1126 614 ROP YT-00901 ROVO40004000FLels there to grow 


from 2,000 only four years ago to 
about 10,000 now, 
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Where Was The Oversight? 


Siena agency of the federal government | 


~ is supposed to be accountable to Congress, 


and that goes for the Central Intelligence 
Agency, which despite claims of secrecy: 
cannot claim secrecy from Congress. 
Otherwise, 


Director William J. Casey has conceded as: 


. Much to members of the Senate;~ 
Intelligence Committee. Mr. 


apologized for not adequately informing © 
the committee about the CIA’s supervision 
of the mining of Nicaraguan ports. As a 


result, Sen. Moynihan of New York has 


withdrawn his r resignation as vice chairman 


“of the’ “committee, “and no doubt Sen> 


Goldwater of Arizona is less outraged by the 
Reagan administration’s alleged refusal to 
give the committee a full briefing. 


the CIA would be an- 
unaccountable apm of the executive ° 
_ branch, not far different from, say, the » t 
- Soviet Union’s KGB. 
Unfortunately, the CIA has not ‘always * : 
been all that accountable to Congress, CLA 


Casey 


We do not know, however, whether Mr. 
Casey’s apology was entirely necessary. 


: The House Intelligence Committee, through 
_ careful. probing, did learn at least 
. something about the policy of mining 


Nicaraguan harbors. The Senate 


:. committee, apparently, didn’t do much 


probing. It might be asked if some senators 
really wanted to know what the CIA was 


‘doing. Ignorance may not be bliss, but it 


allows members of Congress to permit CIA 
operations to go unchallenged until they are 


'_ revealed, somehow, by the press. Then the 
‘congressmen can react according to 


~. whatever seems politically required. 
The case of the mining of Nicaraguan 


harbors ought to embarrass Congress as | 


much as the administration. If anything | 


_. constructive results, it should. be._that 


Congress will demand ‘that it be “fully 
informed about CIA activities. Otherwise, 
the public can't have much confidence in 


the wayitsgovernmentoperates, ox, 


— 
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NBC MEET THE PRES 


rom Washington. I am Marvin Kalb inviting you to Meet the 
osepn Biden, a strong critic of the president's foreign po 


n) 
cry 


ANNOUNCER: Meet the Press, an unrehearsed press conference, is a public affairs 
Dresentation of NBC News. : 


LB: Our guest today on Meet the Press is Sen. Joseph Baden of Delaware who 
first elected to the U.S. Senate 12 years ago, when he was 29. Sen. Biden 
now the ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Committee. Hie is also a member of 

é Foreign Relations, Budget and Intelligence Committees, and with this 
ckground he challenges administration policy across the board. Our reporters 
today ere Morton\kondracke of Tne New Republic, Gloria\Borger of Newsweek, 
Robert\Novek of Tne Chicago Sun-Times, and to open the questioning, our regular 
panelist, Bill\Monroe of NBC News. 


kk KK KK 


NOVAK: Sen. Biden, there's been a lot of noise from Democrats in the Senate 
about being. ee eialiaes being withheld from you by the CIA on the mining of 
the Nicareguan harbors by the contras. Isn't it a fact thet vou were well aware 
of that operation, you personally, were well aware of thet operation when the 
debate in the Senate took place? BIDEN: We were well anere of it from news 
accounts. I quite frankly find myself in @ bit of a bind answering that 
question because I was the only person voting ageinst that operetion from the 
aid to the contras since the changing of the so-called presidential finding, the 
seconde finding. I think the admini...that the committee's almost as much at 
fault here es in fact, the agency is. The agency did not level. The agency did 
not tell us the extent of their involvement. And they did not tell us the 
extent cf the president's involvement. But we did not ase the right questions. 


NOVAK: But sir, isn't it true thet you were personally, quite ae peny from news 
accounts, thet personally you were briefed by the CIA on the mining operations 
before the debate in the Senate? BIDEN: No. That's not ‘true. Whet we were in 
fact briefed ebout, on two occasions, about two months erier the fact, was that 
in a compendium of a number of things that were occurring, dropped in as number 
17, was, and by the way, there are mines there. They never told us though, the 
degree to which there was direct U.S. involvement in that process. 


NOVAK: Well, aren't the mines a red herring, sir? Isn't it a fact that you're 
opposed to the contras being financed to U.S. funds to overthrow the Sendiniste 
regime? BIDEN: Me, personally? 


NOVAK: Yes, sir. BIDEN: Yes. I am personally opposed to the way in which we 
are going about that. ; : 


NOVAK: Can I ask you one other thing, sir? BIDEN: Sure, you can ask me... 


NOVAK: Wno would you prefer running the government of Nicaregue, the communists 
who are in power there now, or the people who are trying for a democratic regime 
and fighting with the contras? BIDEN: I'd pre éfer the people trying for the 


emocrati me. ‘ 
democratic regi Continued 
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pases d comes clean 


entral. Intelligence Director William Casey has admitted to, 

members of the Senate Intelligence Committee that he failed: 

to inform them of his apeney: s covert activities | in mining the 
ports of Nicaragua. 
__; Under the law, the Kitailigence eommnities is supposed to; 
exercisé oversight over the CIA in order to ensure that it does not: 
engage in secret wars, assassinate foreign leaders, or otherwise: 
take actions that are contrary to U.S. laws and publicly stated 
foreign policy. The law is designed to ensure that the legitimately 
elected representatives. of the people -stay in control of the 
“government and its policies without weakening the CIA \ by exposing 
call its operations to public scrutiny. eee Ve 

It’s difficult to run a spy agency in full public vi view, we all agree, 
-but we don’t want it operating totally without control. 

’ So it is refreshing to see Director Casey come forward in such a 
‘forthright and honest manner (one of the greater attributes of 
Reagan appointees) after having the details of the mining leaked to. 
the press, the Senate Intelligence Committee publicly flay him, a 
majority of both houses pass resolutions condemning the mining 
operation, and generally cause an uproar throughout the world. Yes, 
indeed, his candor is refreshing. 

: Calling for his resignation is the farthest thing from our r minds, 
Quite the contrary, this incident has shown that Mr. Casey is the 
perfect man to head the CIA. He has clearly shown that he has the 
requisite character traits — deviousness,.a conveniently weak 
memory, and the ability to withstand tough questioning without 
giving away valuable information (the. mining operation) to the 
enemy (the Senate Intelligence Committee) — to be the country’s 

‘chief spy. Rest easy America, with Mr. Casey in charge of the CIA 
the nation is safe as long as it doesn’t travel by ship near Nicaragua. 
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Senate wants CIA to Keep 
-of cold 


America. The controversy, in the ~ 


By Terry Atlas 
and Dorothy Collin 
Chicago Tribune 


WASHINGTON—The Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence has an- 
nounced it will meet Wednesday to 
work out ‘‘more thorough and effec- 
tive oversight procedures” in the ’ 
wake of an apology by the CIA for 
failing to give Congress adequate 

ormation about the mining of ,Ni- 
caragua’s harbors. 7 
' The committee said in a statement 
it would move quickly to develop 
new procedures to see that the Se 
nate is more fully informed, espe- 
cially about covert:-activities- The 
vice chairman of the -committee, 


N.Y.], said the fouP will consider 
requiring the C 

activity that might require presiden- 
tial approval, such as the mining of 
harbors. 

The committee’s determination fol- 
lowed an apology by CIA Director 
William. Casey for failing to keep it 
fully informed about the CIA role in 
the mining of the harbors. Casey- met 
with the committee behind closed 
‘doors for’ about two hours Thursday, . 
‘acknowledging he failed to provide. 
adequate information and promising 
to be more forthcoming in the future.” 


AS_A RESULT, Moynihan” with-- 
drew his resignation as vice chair- 
man and agreed to continue serving. 
Taken together, it appears- these 
events have defused the confronta- 
tion over the mining. a 

Casey also assured committee 
members that the ClA-directed min- 
ing has been halted and that there. 
are no other covert activities in Cen- 


tral America of which they have not:: * 


been toid. as 
Committee members said they be- ; 
lieve Casey will keep them better 
informed through future briefings 
about major covert operations. Sen. 
Lioyd Bentsen [D., Tex.]-said he 
beheves that Casey will be “more 
forthright.” AT Merge: ute ao tok ee 
Casey’s apology capped several . 
days of-intense behind-the-scenes-ac- : 
tivity as the CIA director, the Senate © 
Republican leadership and key mem- 
bers of the Intelligence Committee . 
looked for a way to cool what had 
become a heated public debate over 
the CIA’s covert activities in-Central 


out 


A to disclose any ~ 


.process, undercut congressional sup- 
port for President Reagan's Central 
American policies... 0-0 bP 

BUT THE RESOLUTION of the - 


battle over CIA briefings left unset-. a at d currently informed” 


tled basic questions about adminis- 
tration policies in the region.and CIA , 


activities. The Senate.has voted $21. 


million to continue CIA ‘support for: 


the Nicaraguan: rebels fighting: the: 
evens government, but that. aid 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D.. . ~~ aPP¢ 


y the House. AP ee 
At the. end -of the closed-door 


_ Meeting, which one senator said was 
by a “spirited and sharp 


“mark 
exchange” with Casey, the commit- 
tee issued a brief statement we 
its new agreement with Casey an 
the CIA. 

The carefully worded statement 
said that Casey had “concurred” 
with the committee's belief that it 
‘hadn’t been “adequately informed in 
a timely manner”! of the mining and. 
that he had agreed on the need “for 
a@ more thorough and effective over- 
sight procedures” involving covert 
activity. : . 

-“‘We were all there to:do a repair 
job on our communication lines,” 
-Said Sen. David Durenberger [K., 
Minn.). =: 


Previously, the CIA claimed it had 


informed various committees or. 
staff members several times of the: 
mining. That was -hotly challenged! 


by the committee staffs, who said ° 
the briefings had been vague and: 


indirect concerning the mining 

THE COMMITTEE; by ‘saying “it 
monitor CIA activities, ap 
take part of the blame for the contro- 
versy by failing to pursue the matter 
after references to the mining by 
Casey in an.earlier briefing. 


i... However, the committee, didn’t . 


-ligence activities. 


‘would develop new procedures: ‘to © 
ared to . 


It 


consider in detail what those new 
procedures might be, 
And the statement Mr popely 
evaded the question of w ether 
Casey had violated the law requiring 
i keep the committee ‘fully: 
” of all intel- 
Last month, after details of the 
CIA’s role in the mini became 
public, an uproar developed on Capi- 
tol Hii} as senators claimed that they 
hadn’t been told about an activity 


‘that some viewed. as a violation of 


international law. . Me 

The CIA contended repeatedly that 
Casey had mentioned the operation 
in briefings but that the senators and 
their staffs had failed to follow up 
with the right questions. One senator. 
Said the committee was told Thurs- 
day by Casey that.the plan to mine. 
Nicaragua’s ports was made last 
fall, months before hints of the oper- 


ation reached Congress. . 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS at times 
appeared to.be as upset with the way 
they were treated by Casey and the 
CIA as they were with the mining - 
itself, and ‘thé. conflict ‘became -so 
public that. by this week all sides 

3 


were looking for a way to settle the 
dispute. Fs ane 

“At some point, we had to have a 
truce,”” said a-Senate leadership 


source. ‘They couldn’t keep savag- 
ing each other.” ae 


Sit as Sea S.-i eee Tee 
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RADIO TV REPORTS, ine: 


4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 (301) 656-4068 | 


FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF 


PROGRAM Agronsky & Company STATON WDVM-TV 
Syndicated 

DATE April 28, 1984 7200 PMs Cty Washington, D.C. 

SUBJECT Casey/Nicaragua 


MARTIN AGRONSKY: Elizabeth, the CIA Director, Mr. 
Casey, had now said that he feels he was wrong in not having 
revealed more clearly and explicitly to the Senate committee in 
charge of oversight of CIA operations what they were doing in 
Central America, and specifically the mining by the CIA of the 
harbors off the coast of Nicaragua. Now, Senator Moynihan, who 
said he was going to resign as deputy chairman, apparently has 
been sufficiently mollified, so he's going to remain as deputy 
chairman, though he says he'll forgive but not forget. 


Now, where are we now with the CIA, with the secrets and 
keeping those secrets secret from the Congress? 


ELIZABETH DREW: I think it's pretty clear whet hap- 
pened, Martin, is that it was -- Mr. Casey was made to understand 
that he was about to lose it all if he didn't mollify the 
senators, and that this was probably more a tactical move. I 
don't know that he lost a lot of sleep at night over --contrition 
over not having been, perhaps, more fully informative of the 
Senate committee. But people in the Senate and elsewhere said to 
him, "Look, you're about to lose a very important constituency up 
there. You'd better mend your fences." Particularly, some 
Republican senators said that. And so he went up and he said, 
"I'm sorry," which for him was a very big thing to do. 


There's another .sub-thing that was going on here having 
to do with some people not wanting Mr. Moynihan to give up that 
slot, fearing it would go to someone who might be more critical 
of the CIA. 


So, there was a lot of dancing around. I'm not gure 
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PROGRAM Agronsky & Company STATION WDVM-TYV 
Syndicated 

DATE April 28, 1984 7:00 P.M. CITY Washington, D.C. 

SUBJECT Casey/Nicaragua 


MARTIN AGRONSKY: Elizabeth, the CIA Director, Mr. 
Casey, had now said that he feels he was wrong in not having 
revealed more clearly and explicitly to the Senate committee in 
charge of oversight of CIA operations what they were doing in 
Central America, and specifically the mining by the CIA of the 
harbors off the coast of Nicaragua. Now, Senator Moynihan, who 
said he was going to resign as deputy chairman, apparently has 
been sufficiently mollified, so he's going to remain as deputy 
chairman, though he says he'll forgive but not forget. 


Now, where are we now with the CIA, with the secrets and 
keeping those secrets secret from the Congress? 


ELIZABETH DREW: I think it's pretty clear what hap- 
pened, Martin, is that it was -- Mr. Casey was made to understand 
that he was about to lose it all if he didn't mollify the 
senators, and that this was probably more a tactical move. I 
don't know that he lost a lot of sleep at night over --contrition 
over not having been, perhaps, more fully informative of the 
Senate committee. But people in the Senate and elsewhere said to 
him, "Look, you're about to lose a very important constituency up 
there. You'd better mend your fences.” Particularly, some 
Republican senators said that. And so he went up and he said, 
"I'm sorry," which for him was a very big thing to do. 


There's another sub-thing that was going on here having 
to do with some people not wanting Mr. Moynihan to give up that 
slot, fearing it would go to someone who might be more critical 


of the CIA. 


So, there was a lot of dancing around. I'm not sure 
that anything terribly substantive took place. 
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HUGH SIDEY: But let's also look at the other side of 
this. We've looked at it from Mr. Casey's standpoint. 


Let me say flat-out that the mining of the harbors, as 
it was done, was wrong, obviously a bad decision. It had 
political fallouts. 


[Confusion of voices] 


SIDEY: But isn't it curious that the people who wanted 
to be informed were informed? Eddie Boland and the people in the 
House, they found out; that Senator Biden wanted to find out, and 
he got well briefed on it; and that the people that really made 
an effort, they picked up the subtle hints. 


AGRONSKY: Why should there be subtle hints about 
something so important in terms of national policy? 


SIDEY: Well, I'm not justifying Casey. I'm saying that 
he was wrong in this. But what I am saying is, what is the 
responsibility of the Congress in this? Those people... 


AGRONSKY: What are you saying, if you don't do your 
homework, you can't complain? ° 


SIDEY: I think it's always going to be the case that if 
they are not diligent and they do not ask and do not probe, that 
these things are going to happen. And there's a case where they 
could have found out had they worked at it. And they did not. 


CARL ROWAN: Well, I agree with Hughin this respect. I 
think Moynihan is doing a dance around the lily pads. This is 
what worries me about oversight. If you've got people there who 
aren't conscientious enough when they see hints like this to say, 
"What are you talking about? What are you doing?" they don't 
have any right to come up with any big dramatic resignations 
later, and then, after Casey apologizes, say, "I'll go back into 
this post." 


So, you're right. There's a lot of blame here. 


MARIANNE MEANS: The senators are ambivalent in their 
attitude toward it. I -think they understand that they have a 
responsibility. But this is -~ the CIA is engaged in distasteful 
business. And the politicians feel the same way toward it, I 
think, as the public does. And yet they realize it has to be 
done. So they just as soon not know too much. 
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AMERICAN SURVEY 


The CIA becomes central 


again. 


If there were any doubts remaining about 
who is running United States policy in 
Central America, they were dispelled Jast 
week when the Reagan administration 
rejected the appointment of Miss Nora 
Astorga, 4 beroine of the Sandinist revo- 
lution and deputy foreign minister of 
Nicaragua, as that country’s new ambas- 
sador to Washington. Mr George Shultz, 
the secretary of state, and his assistants in 
charge of Latin American policy, while 
_ hardly planning a grand fete in Miss 
Astorga’s honour, had urged her accep- 
tance as a means of reducing the number 


of issues in dispute with the Nicaraguans, 


But the source of Miss Astorga’s bero- 
_ ism—her part in the murder in 1978 of a 
_ general in the Nicaraguan national 
guarc—was also the source of her noton- 
ety. For the general in question, Reinaldo 
Perez Vega, had been one of the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s men in the old 
Nicaraguan regime of Anastasio Somoza, 
and when Mr William Casey, the present 
direcior of centra] intelligence, told the 
president that he must not let a terrorist 
join the diplomatic corps in Washington, 
Mr Reagan complied. 

The balance of power among those 
competing for contro] of American for- 
eign policy is constantly shifting. The 
Astorge incident symbolises the fact that, 
for all the elaborate procedures for dis- 
cussion within the executive branch and 
for consultation with congress, jt has now 
shifted towards the CLA. The agency’s 
influence over Central American policy is 
particularly strong: 

There is 2 lemptation to interpret the 
circumstances in a primarily personal 
way—as a sign of Mr Casey’s closeness to 
the president he served as campaign man- 
ager in 1980. It is true that this Wal] Street 
entrepreneur, having survived one con- 
gressional investigation after another, has 
easy access 10 the Oval Office and enjoys 
2 camaradene with Mr Reagan matched 
only by Mr Edwin Meese and others who 
served with the president when he was 
governor of California. Certainly, Mr 
Casey's personal status has enhanced the 
CIA's role in the many briefings on 


WASHINGTON, DO 


foreign affairs that the president receives 
every day, and this role becomes all the 
more important given the fact that Mr 


_Reagan has little experience of-interna- 


tional affairs. 
But there is more 10 jt than that. Mr 


Casey’s arrival at CLA headquarters sig- 


nalied a genuine ascendance for the intel- 
bgence community after several years of 
decline.” Responding 10 congressional 
cniucism and public opinion, President 
Carter's director of central intelligence, 
Admiral Stansheld Turner, had cut the 


C1A’s staff greatly and had followed 


orders to.reduce the role of covert opera- 
tons in the agency's business. Mr Casey, 
who had become z hero himself during 
wartime operations behind German lines 
for the Office of Strategic Services, 
promptly declared that he would put the 
CIA back into the covert business and, 
although the figures are secret, he is said 
to have presided over a percentage in- 
crease in the intelligence budget that 
makes even the growth of the Pentagon’s 
funds look modest by comparison. 

At one point Mr Casey bad a plan to 
put the CIA back into démestic intelli- 
gence work-—illegally—in apparent rival- 


-Ty with the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 


tion, but he seems to have been held back 
by bureaucratic caution if not by wise 
policymakers. One thing is clear, howev- 
er: the CLA is dominant in the field ané 


has Jess competition now from the De- 


fence Intelligence Agency or the National 
Security Agency. The NSA is still the 
leader in communications intelligence 
(comint), but human intelligence (hu- 


‘ mint) is firmly in the hands of the CLA, 


and it is being given more importance 
than at any time since the war in 
Vietnam. , 

Still, it is not as if the CLA has returned 
to its haleyon days, in terms of freedom of 
aciion or public acceptance. When the 
agency restored the Shah of Iran to the 
peacock throne in 1953 and overthrew the 
left-leaning regime of Jacobo Arbenz in 
Guatemala the next year, few people 
asked questions. Indeed, the congressio- 
na] attitude of that era was exemplified by 
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who observed in 1956 that he “would 
tather not have” information and know!}- 
edge about the CIA activities. 

There is no such reluctance on Capito) 
Hil) today, at least not officially. Both the 
senate and the house of representatives 
have, at different times, given the admin- 


istration $O much criticism of its activities- 


in Nicaregua—and members of the con- 
gressional intelligence committees have 
jeaked so much information about them 
to the press—that they are hardly “‘co- 


vert” any longer. During the recent up- 


roar over the mining of Nicaraguan har- 
bours, it became obvious that the CLA 
had hardly kept its congressional over- 


‘setis, a long-serving Republican senator, 


seers “fully and currently informed”, as jt 


is legally obliged to do. Some thought its ~ 


dereliction worse than that. Mr Barry 


Goldwater of Arizona, the venerable Re-.. 


publican chairman of the senate intelli- 
gence committee, wrote to Mr Casey, 
declaring that he was “pissed off’, Mr 
Danie] Patrick Moynihan of New York, 
the Democratic vice-chairman of the 
group, did him one better by announcing 


Continued 
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ABOUT two vears ago, 
@ representative of the 


Sandinist government 
identified as the great- 
est threat to his coun- 


try’s survival the “sys: - 


communica- 
tions” et the disposal of 


_the U.S. — ie. its press 


and other “organs of 
propaganda.” 
. This comment — con- 


' sidering the public rela- 
’ tions efforts and enthu- 


siasm U.S. journalists 
had so tirclessly show- 
ered upon the Sandinist 
revolutionary forces = 
seemed, even at the 
time. as gross a piece of 
ingratitude as the world 
has heard... 

lk comes to mind with a 
special irony now. For 
even the revolutionary 
representative who 
spoke thus, the emmi- 
nent Ernesto Cardenale, 
Nicaraguan minister of 
culture, could = surely 
today not find’ it in his 
heart to refuse a word of 
gratitude for those same 
organs of “communica- 
tion” in the U.S. 

Did the Sandinists 
ever in their wildest 
dreams dare hope for so 


Stunning a display of 


a 


sympathy and coopera- 
tion as provided by this . 
same “communica: 
tions” network? : 
Would even.Cardenale . 
have imagined so prized 
a boon as the savaging of - 
the CLA and the Contras, 
the anti-administration : 
handwringing and : 
moralizing, such as we | 


have seen from our jour- © 


nalists and opinion | 
makers in the course of 
the current debate on 
Nicaragua? 

Surely he could not 
have dared hope for 
such a report as we in 
fact heard on ABC | 
News recently, one ; 
which began with word | 
of a New York Times: 
story charging that the | 
CIA “made a group of 
Nicaraguan rebels .obey 
its orders” by threaten- 
ing to cut off supplies. 

Here, ABC introduced 
“an exclusive” piece of 
news of its own — a de: 
tailed report on the Joca- 
tion,” .camplete = with 
aerial photographs, of 
the CIA's secret center 
from which Contra 
operations in Costa Rica 
were directed and con- 
trolled. Here, correspond- 
ent John Quinones an- 
nounced, was where “the 
orders were carried out," 
and “the secrét landing 
strips" to which CIA 
arms and supplies were 
delivered. — : : 

But it.was not only 
from the CIA that the 
Contras received help. 

U.S. citizens: in Costa 
Rica, we were further in- 
formed, contributed to 
the support of the anti- 
Sandinist effort. Lest we 
lack detail as to the loca- 
tion of those providing 
such aid to the Contras, 
we’ were provided with 
pictures of a supply 
plane landing at a ranch 
owned by these Contra 
supporters, | 


i 
1 
| 
{ 
{ 
i 
H 


were, 
te 


: ning News ’ 
_ there appeared a variety 
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in addition, we were 
provided with more facts 
concerning these individ- 
uals: facts which, how- 
ever brief, contained 
whal their author doubt- 
less understood tobe a 
clue as to their moral 
status and. general 
charaéter. For these peo- 
ple were, we learn, . 
“wealthy Americans.” . 
But in reports of this” 
Sort and others con- 


'. cerning Central Amer- 


ica, no reportorial ener- 
gies equal those nowa- 
days expended daily on 
the perfidies of the CIA. 

One of the inner circle 
of Sandinist leaders un- 
dertook recently to ex- 
plain to the Nicaraguan 
public the reason why 
so many Americans 
come to Latin America 
to adopt babies, There 
he = explained, 
three reasons: .so that 
the babies could be used 
by the Americans for 
medical experiments, 
or made into slaves, or 
impressed into service 
as spies for the CIA. 

The weight of mora! 
argument raised against 
the on our own: 
shores nowadays is only- 
slightly more refined. 

Consider a recent seg- 
ment.on the CBS Eve- 
on which 


of experts all bearing 
witness aginst the CLA. 
One of those quoted was 


a Congressional staffer 
who testified that CLA Di- 
rector William Casey 
was a man whose atti- 
tude was one of “crimi- 
nal carelessness.” 

Rep. Norman — Y. 
Mineta (D-Cal.) charged, 
in addition, that if your 
coat were on fire, Casey 
was the sort of man who 
wouldn't tell you unless 
you asked him — an apt 


. enough complaint com- 
ing from that Congres- . 


sional population nowa- 
days incapable of recog- 
nizing the heat of danger 
‘close to home. 

In addition to these es- 
teemed voices, we heard 
on Easter Sunday trom 
Bishop Paul Moore Jr., of 
the Episcopal Diocese of 
New York, who an- 
nounced that we stood 


“naked and ashamed be 


fore the eves of the 
world” as a result-of our 
immoral action ‘against 
the Sandinistas — a com- 
ment forthwith reprinted 


in the Sandinist newspa- . 


pers. 

As, doubtless, were de- 
tails published by our 
press concerning the 
location and identities 


By DOROTHY RABINOWITZ 


of those involved in sup- 


porting the Contra 
operation, 
Recently, the world 


learned details of a 40- 
year-old military se- 
cret. This concerned the 
fate of some 740. Amer- 
ican troops lost off the 
coast of England when, 
during exercises 
preparatory to D-Day, 
they were torpedoed by 
German U-boats. 


Lest the invasion plans 
be compromised by news 
of this tragedy, their 
bodies were buried amid 
great secrecy on local 
farrns, and the few Brit- 
ish citizens privy to the 
fact were warned not to 
reveal them. In the ensu- 
ing 40 years no one did 
reveal this story until 
now, the need for secrecy 
being long since past. 

What would have been 
the behavior of our pre- 
sent day journalists con- 
fronted by such a choice 
— a Story rich in sugges- 
tions of coverup and 
catastrophe, as opposed 
to the danger of betray- 


‘ing our D-day plans? We r 


have cause to wonder. 
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MOYNIHAN TO KEEP "2m wtcessuagee "=" 


Resignation Letter Submitted 


I! | ' Mr. Moynihan, who announced his in- 
INTELLIGEN GE D tention of resigning on April 15 and ac- 
. tually submitted a resignation letter on 
Wednesday, said today that he had 
reconsidered after Mr. Casey agreed 


Withdraws Resignation After jate Wednesday to apologize to the 
. . committee. 
C.I.A. Chief Apologizes 


~~ 


Mr. Moynihan and Senator Barry M. 
_ Goldwater, Republican of Arizona, the 
4 Chairman of the intelligence commit- 
By PHILIP TAUBMAN { tee, complained publicly earlier this 
Special 10 The New York Times month that the C.LA. had not ad- 


. . ‘ uately informed the committee 
-WASHINGTON, April 26 — Senator || ©@Uately _ infor: : 
: le ag te , - {| about its direct involvement in the min- 
Dani el] Patrick Moynihan | ing operation. Te 
ce Slee icc iremehaen Intelli.; When he voted April 5 in favor of 


; providing the C.I.A. with an additional 
gence today after the Director of Cen- | ih arr tN to support Nicara 


tral Intelligence, William J. Casey,! rebels, Mr. ‘Moynihan said, he did not 
-apologized for-not -keeping the panel! know the extent of the mining operation 
better informed about covert opera-| ortheC.LA.roleinit. «°° on 
tions by the United States in Nicara-|' Intelligence officials contended they 
gua. | ee ara Ha ai committee Fiala ‘cit- 
i ittee | ing brief references to the mining in 
Pt ta get Stas Pees | briefings on March 8 and March 13 and 
h eas had ientehiek nt a detailed accounting for committee 


staffmembersonApri]3.. 

Mr. Casey’s comments and Mr. | _ Mr. Moynihan said that on April’5 he 
Moynihan’s decision to remain as vice :' had not seen a memorandum about the 
Chairman were part of a compromise’ mining prepared by the staff after their 
worked out ‘over the last several days’ meeting with C.LA. officials. But he 
‘that was designed to reduce tensions Said he had been given a brief oral re 
between the Central Intelligence ee oe J. Schmitt, the minority 
“Agency and the Senate over covert ac- / director. é 
tivities in Central America. 


.| Senator Lugar and Senator Bentsen 
provided Mr. Moynihan and Mr. Casey 
= || with a chance to end the argument, al-: 
As part of the effort, the Senate intel- | though colleagues of both said they ini- 
ligence committee agreed at a meeting | tially resisted the formula. : : 
today that it had not been adequately For Mr. Moynihan, the colleagues 
informed about American involvement | said, the concern was centered on his 
in the mining of Nicaraguan waters. reversing direction and leaving the im- : 
Mr. Casey, who attended: the meet- oan at his recent actions were | 
; : inconsistent, 
rigs phate are 2 sa bon Mr. Casey, for his part, was reluc- | 
mittee statement that said, “‘The Di- tant to apologize to the committee be. 
rector of Central Intelligence con- ; : 
curred in that assessment.” aN cause that is not his style and also be- 
.n addition. the committee and .Mr_- 
Casey pledged to develop improved 
ways to keep the Senate informed 
about intelligence operations, particu- 
larly about covert activities. 


Casey Concurs on Statement 


The compromise was initiated by 

, Senator Richard G. Lugar, Republican | 
of Indiana, and Senator Lioyd Bentsen, 
Democrat of Texas, “I think it’s time 
we had a cease-fire with the committee 
and the C.1.A.,” Mr. Bentsen said after | 

. the meeting. He said he hoped that in ; 
the future Mr. Casey and the C.LA.: 
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;cause he felt the C.I.A. had kept the 
committee notified. Intelligence offi- 
cials said that Mr. Lugar had been in- 
strumental in persuading Mr. Casey ; 
that an apology was necessary to end 
the controversy. ; 


Sbarp Exchange Reported 
When he announced his intention to 


esign on April 15, Mr. Moynihan said, 
“This appears to me the most em- 
phatic way I can express my view that 
the Senate committee was not properly 
briefed on the mining of Nicaraguan 
harbors with American mines from an 
American ship under American com- 
tmand.”’ 

In its statemenf today, the Senate | 
committee said, “‘At the request of the ' 
committee, and in light of the Direc- 
tor’s acknowledgment; Senator Moyni- 
han withdrew his resignation as vice- 
chairman.” . 

Mr. Moynihan said that Mr. Casey 
calied hira on Wednesday and urged . 
him to remain as vice chairman. : 

Mr. Bentsen said that after a “‘spir- 
ited, sharp exchange” between com- 
mittee members and Mr. Casey at 
today’s meeting, both the committee 
and the C.I.A. approved the compro- 
mise statement, which was drafted on 
' Wednesday and informally accepted by 
| Mr. Moynihan and Mr. Casey before 
the meeting. 


Mr. Moynihan said after the meeting 
that the committee would meet next: 
be to begin developing new proce- 
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‘sng cu® Director Casey admitted he failed to | 
iinform the Senate Intelligence panel ade- | 
quately about his agericy’s role in mining | 
Nicaraguan ports, the committee said. After : 
Casey's apology, New York Sen. Moynihan 
withdrew his resignation as vice chairman 
of the panel, whose statement stopped short 

[Of acknowledging any law violation. ise 


iron) 
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USA TODAY'S SPECIAL REPORTS FROM THE CAPITAL 
Moynihan stays; Casey 
aamiuts to error on mines 


CLA Director William Casey told a Senate Intelligence 
Committee members Thursday he failed to adequately 
inform them of the C1A’s role in mining Nicaraguan ports, 
the panel said. After Casey’s apology, Sen. Daniel Moyni- | 
han, D-N.Y., agreed to stay on as vice chairman of the - 
committee. He resigned Wednesday in protest of the lack of 
briefing on the operation. A statement released after the 
hearings said the senators “agreed that there is a need for 
more thorough and effective oversight procedures, particu- 
larly in the area of covert activity.” 
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By Helen Dewar 
Washington Post Staff Writer As 
CIA Director William J. Casey 
yesterday formally apologized to the 
’ Senate intelligence Committee for 
; failing to provide adequate informa- 
tion.on the agency's role in mining 
Nicaraguan harbors and agreed to 
give prior notice of “any significant 
anticipated intelligence activity,” as 
required by law. 

In response, Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-N.Y.), who had re- 
signed as vice chairman of the com- 

"mittee to protest the CLA’s handling 
of consultations with Congress on 
the mining, withdrew his resignation 
end expressed satisfaction with the 
agreement, 

The agreement-was announced by 
Intelligence Committee members 
after what was described as a “spir- 
ited, sharp” closed-door meeting 
with Casey, during which agreement 
also was reached on working out spe-. 
cific new procedures for CIA consul-. 
tations with the committee. tween the: CIA and the committee 

_ Committee members said they was worked out largely by Lugar and 

_ Were reassured in the roughly two- Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen (D-Tex.), 
hour session that the Nicaraguan , Whose roles as chairmen of their re- 
mining operations had ceased and | Spective senatorial campaign com- 
that no similer covert operations had Mittees underscored an apparent bi- 
been undertaken without notice to Partisan queasiness over the political 
the House and Senate Intelligence Tisks at stake in continued feuding. 

-commitiess. ~~ ao epublicans. and conservative 

The meeting followed 2% days of , Democrats also were reportedly con- 

door-to-door visits by Casey with. cerned that, unless Moynihan was 

. committee members to repair what Persuaded to reconsider his resigna- 

many of them described as a serious tion, the vice chairmanship might 

Geterioration of their relations and fall into the hands of someone less 

the delivery of a hand-written note sympathetic to the administration's 
of apology from Casey to Senate Central American policies, 
committee Chairman Barry Goldwa- ‘In explaining his decision to re- 
ter (R-Ariz.), main as vice chairman, Moynihan 

Goldwater, who had written a cited a series of events starting late 
scathing letter to Casey earlier this Wednesday afternoon when Casey 
month, was described by Sen. Rich. asked him to reconsider hi 


SEN, DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN 
++. Will keep Intelligence. panel post >. 


The statement of agreement be- 


WASHINGTON POST 


nm Port Minn Os 
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tion, then sent. the letter to Guldwater and finally 
indicated he would agree to the Lugar-Bentsen 
language, , 

While disputes over details continued until 
shortly before the Senate Intelligence Commitiec 
meeting with Casey, members said the statement 
remained basically as Lugar and Bentsen had 
drafted it, although a reference to its aduption by 
“unanimous” vote was deleted. 

Lugar said it was approved by voice vote with- 
out apparent dissent, and the reference to una- 
nimity was deleted because of some disagreements 
expressed during the meeting, 

.. In its statement, the committee said it “agreed 
that it_was not adequately informed in a timely 
manner of certain significant intelligence activity 


. in sucha manner-as to permit the committee to 


catty outsits oversight function” and added: “The 
director -of central intelligence concurred in that 
assessment,” . 

__. The statement continued: 

- “The commitiee and the CIA have agreed oni 
the need for more thorough and effective over- 


action The committee will move promptly to de- 
_ velop. new. procedures to ensure that the Senate 
vill be fully and currently informed. 
. “The Central Intelligence Agency has jiledged 
its-full cooperation in. this effort and recognizes 
the requirement to provide the committee with 
prior notice of ‘any significant. anticipated intel- 
ligence activity,’ as provided by the Intelligence 
Oversight*Act.” 
Meetings are planned starting Wednesday to 
develop.new briefing procedures, which Moynihan 
“suggested might include a requirement to inform 
Congress of anything important enough to require 
-. presidential approval, as the harbor mining -was 
7. deeméd'to be. cok 
*- "The statement did not go into the question of 
- whether the CIA violated the law in failing to in- 
form Congress of its role in the mining of Ni- 
caraguan ports, as some lawmakers have con- 
tended. “The director has apologized, I don’t know 
what more you can do,” said Bentsen. 
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its Latin poliey 


By James McCartney * 


inquirer Washingto: Bureau . 


WASHINGTON — The Reagan ad-: 
‘ministration is torn. with internal |. 
' dissension over Central America pol-: |! 

icy on the eve of a major struggle . 
with Congress about the future 


. American role in :the’ region. 


Sharp differences have-developed | 


inistratio} 
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1 over 


© Uniformed officers i the Penta. 


gon, in. turn, have Jeft some White 


House officials with the impression i 
that they lack confidence in Reagan . 


and other top political jJeaders, in- 
cluding Defense Secretary Caspar W. 


'_ Weinberger: and. National’ Security 


between factions on the White House | 


staff over policy priorities: Should 
Reagan's’ reelection cam 


Mpaign, or, 

the future of El Salvador, come first? : 
The State Department and top mili-' 

tary officers in the Pentagon are in: 


conflict over how U.S. power.should . 


be used. Ironically, officials‘4n both 
sides of the dispute acknowledge, the 
State Department has argued for a 


greater use of power while top mili- 


tary officers have argued for Te 
Straint. ; 


And White House officials are re- 


“ported to be dissatisfied, in oné way 

or another, with the performance of 
virtually all of the administration's 
top foreign policy advisers. 

The depth and sharpness of the 
disarray and disagreement was dis- 
‘closed in a series of interviews with 
high-level administration . officials 
who take opposing sides,-as well as 
members of Congress and congres- 
sional staff members. Many of those 
who agreed to be interviewed have 
strong personal and professional in- 
lerests in the questions, and all re- 

‘fused to be identified. 

The stakes in- the -struggies are 
huge: The future .of~ several -high- 
level officials, including CIA Direc- 


* tor William J..Casey; the future of. 
., continued financing of the adminis-° .” 


- longstanding. 


“10 go in seéking to dramatize the 
; “Stalemated wat;in’El-Salvador to try. 


‘Adviser Robert C. McFarlane, ; 
© Some high-level White House of- 


ficials would. like to force Casey out - 


of his CIA job because, they say, he: 
has irreparably damaged relations 
with Congress and has failed to pro- 
duce at the CIA. They acknowledge, 
‘however, that is is doubtful that Rea. 
gan would fire a personal friend of 
* Secretary of State George P., 
Shultz, some top administration offi- 
cials believe, has been weak and in- 
effective. ; -* = 
_ The series of interviews suggested 
that none of the.major governmental 
bodies involved in Central America 
policy — the White House, the State 
Department, the Pentagon and the 
- CLA — is in. complete accord with any 
of.the others. — Bs lea 
:” A major immediate issue is how far 


“ ‘to save ‘the administration’s aid pro- 


tration’s anticommunist policy in | 


’ Central America and, ultimately, 
whether U.S. combat troops may 
wind up fighting there. : 

From the interviews, ‘these other 

‘points were made: : 


“!. Thomas P. O'Neill (D., Mass.,), say 


¢ President Reagan has become - 


deeply dissatisfied with the Penta- 


gon and is concerned about its abili- - 


ty to fight @ successful guerrilla war. 


gram, which is in danger of being 


stripped to the bone and possibly 
scrapped by Congress. 


Money sought _ 


. Reagan is seeking ‘from Congress 
‘$62 million in emergency military 


T. aid for E} Salvador, $178 million in- 
economic aid and $21 million for the’ 


CIA for support of the contras, or-” 
counterrevolutionaries, opposing 
the Sandinista 
Nicaragua. 

House Democrats, led 


by Speaker 


they will not go along with money 
Tequested for the CIA effort in 
Nicaragua. 


government in | 


400040001-2 


Ite House stall say 
they think Reagan must make a dra- 
matic major effort to rally public 
support for his hard-line approach or 
El Salvador may fall to guerrilla 
forces. They say time cannot be wast- 
ed, and they speak of possible col- 
lapse or defections from the 
Salvadoran army. 

But, these sources say, top White 
House staff members James A. Baker 
3d, Edwin Meese 3d and Michael K. 
Deaver fear that if Reagan made too 
great an effort, the public might 
come to fear possible war and turn 
against Reagan in the election, 

Some officials see the dilemma s0- 
Sharply that they say it may boil 
down to whether Reagan wins the 

, election, but loses E} Salvador in the 
process,. - : 


Questions about how...military 

Jorce, or the threat of military force, 
‘should be applied have split the ad- 
ministration in several ways, accord- 
“ing to officials in several areas of 


Y 


“government. : _ 
The “doves” have been the uni- 
formed military, led by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who have been con- 
sistently reluctant to apply —.’d¥ 
threaten — U.S. military power. "~~ 

“Hawks” have come from the civi)- 
ian leadership in the Pentagon, led 
‘by Fred Ikle, undersecretary for poli- 
cy, and from the State Department 
under both Shultz and his predeces- 
sor, Alexander M. Haig Jr. a 

For example, the joint chiefs, now 
headed by Army Gen. John Vessey 
Jr., are said to. have opposed a deci- 
sion to stage extensive naval maneu- 
vers off Central American coasts last 
‘summer to try to intimidate Nicara- 
gua and Salvadoran rebels. The top 
military officers also are reported to 
have originally opposed last year’s 
invasion’ of Grenada. 

But Shultz and others at the State 
Department favored both, officials 
say. . ; 


‘Lesson of Vietnam 


Military men are reluctant to dis- 
. cuss their views. publicly, but many 
|have discussed them privately. Es- 
' sentially, they argue that the lesson 
~of Vietnam is that both Congress and 
‘the American public must Support 
US. military action abroad, or that 
; action should be avoided) *... 
‘- Many. military officers say they 
think that it is up to the nation's 
political leadership — the president 


-, in particular — to explain the neces. 


.Sity for the use of power to the pub- 


- lic, and that the military should be 


_called upon only after a political con- 


Continvad 
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By DEBORAH ORIN 
WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moyni- 
han yesterday withdrew 
his resignation from the 
Senate Intelligence 
Committee after CLA di- 
rector William Casey 
apologized for failing to 
brief the committee on 
the CIA role in mining 
Nicaraguan harbors. 

The dramatic develop- 
ments came at a closed- 
Goor meeting. between 
Casey. and the commit- 
tee at a time when both 
the CIA and Senate 
Democrats were wor- 
ried about who might 
replace Moynihan in the 
sensitive post. 

Casey 
failed to ‘adequately" 

,inform the committee 


about the CIA role in the - 


harbor mining — and 
virtually conceded that 
the failure was a viola- 
tion of the law under 
which the committee 
“oversees the CIA. 

After the session, 


Moynihan revealed that 


admitted he- 


27 April 1984 


he had withdrawn his 
resignation and read a 
statement from the full 
committee that said: 

“The committee 
agreed that it was not 
adequately tnformed in 
a timely manner of cer- 
tain significant -intelli- 
gence activity in such a 
manner as to permit the 
committee to carry out 
its oversight function. 

“The director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence 
(Casey) concurred in 
that assessment.” 

Casey — who has been 
under heavy fire from 
both Republicans and 
Democrats who said 
they lacked. confidence 
in him — was .“pro- 


foundly apologetic™ dur- 
ing the session, congres- 
sional sources said. 

The ‘statement also 
said: “The CIA has 
pledged its full coopera- 
tion and recognizes-the 


requirement to provide’ 


the committee with 
prior notice of ‘any sig- 
nificant anticipated in- 
telligence activity’ as 
provided by the Intelli- 
gence Oversight Act.” 

“The committee and 


, CIA representatives.are 


to meet next week to 
work out a new set of 
procedures for such 
notification. 

A major concern for 
the CIA was that the 
man likely to step into 
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SEN. MOYNIHAN 
Back onjob. 
Moynihan's shoes was 
Sen. Pat Leahy of Ver- 
mont, a liberal Demo.’ 
crat who is an outspo- 
ken critic of CIA covert 
actions and known for 
something of a loose lip. 
Democrats feared that 
any time sensitive intel- 
ligence information was 
leaked, a finger would 
be pointed at-them — 
via Leahy. 
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CIA: the Reagan restora 


The Central Intelligence Agency, under 
President Reagan's old friend William Casey, is 
the fastest growing part of the federal govern- 
‘ment. 

Although the budget of the CIA is appropri- 
ately secret, recent reports suggest that funding 
has expanded more rapidly than Pentagon 
spending. In 1981, 2 percent of CIA’s budget 
was devoted to what is euphemistically termed 
clandestine services. Today the portion of its 


budget for undercover operations is about 10° 


percent... . 


_ These figures outline a crucial change in the 


way the silent sector of the American govern- 


ment operates. In the 1970s most Americans ~ 


were shocked and chagrined to learn that, act- 
ing in their name, the CIA overthrew elected 
governments; hired Mafia hit men; helped to 
transport heroin from Indochina to the South 
Bronx; and ran phony banks and businesses to 
launder,money and finance a myriad of con- 
spiracies and counterrevolutions, 

President Carter reduced the CIA's clandes- 
tine services. Eight hundred operatives were 
cut from the agency payroll. Reagan has re- 
stored them all. 

Recent disclosures of illegal CLA activities in 
Central America — the mining of Nicaraguan 
-harbors and the destruction of oil storage facili- 
~ties — may be the tip of a covert iceberg. “New 


CIA offices have been opened around the © 


world,” according to an investigative report In 
last Sunday’s Globe. “And new plans have 
been laid for supersecret projects built on hu- 
man intelligence techniques, involving spies, 
saboteurs, guerrilla warfare specialists and 
many other kinds of secret operatives.” 

This groundwork for restoring the CIA's 
clandestine capability was accomplished before 
' the April announcements of a “new” tough 
policy ostensibly directed against international 
terrorism. On April 3, the President signed Na- 
tional Security Decision Directive 138 outlining 
a range of antiterrorist measures, including 
preemptive actions. 

The Administration has openly declared 
. that the new policy will stop short of authoriz- 
ing assassinations. Yet, in a reprise of “earlier, 
good days,”’ a congressional source cited in the 
Globe article indicated that Fidel Castro “may 
be back on a hit list as a potential target for 
non-Americans, possibly with the unspoken 
_acquiesence of the CIA.” 


ests. : 
Nonetheless, any American program to fight ‘| 


OF] — 


Terrorism does exist. It threatens innocent | 
people and serves as a policy tool for regimes - 


such as those of Hafez Assad in Syria, Moam- 
mar Khadafy in Libya, Saddam Hussein in Iraq 
or Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran. The suicidal 
truck bombing that killed 241 US servicemen at 
the Beirut airport demonstrated that state- 
sponsored terrorism can be an effective weapon 
against American policy and American inter- 


political terrorism by means of a commensur- 
ate counterterror has intrinsic limitations and 
nasty implications. 


There is the moral dilemma of hiring mur- 
derers to kill other murderers — or to kill any-. 
one defined as an enemy. The CIA's Phoenix | 
Program in South Vietnam, a conscious effort 
to assassinate the political cadres that made up 
the “infrastructure” of the Vietcong, caused 
many Americans to think of their government 
as a branch of Murder Incorporated. ; 


There is also evidence that counterterror 
simply does not work as a deterrent to state- 
sponsored terrorism. Iraq and Syria have used 
terrorism-against each other to no avad. Fanat- 
ical Iranian terrorists, who immolate them- 
selves to fulfill Khomeini's promises of a quick 
trip to paradise, will ignore efforts to punish 
them for their martyrdom. 


The Reagan Administration has insisted, at 
every opportunity, that the Soviet Union and 
its satellites sponsor terrorism. There is evi- 
dence that they do, but their terrorism is a side- 
show. As America enters the lists of interna- 
tional terrorism, it will compete against the As- 
sads, Khomeinis and Khadafys. One unintend- 
ed result of Reagan's Directive 138 may be to 
make explicit what has often been concealed: 
that the President’s vision of a. “resurgent 


America” leads to confrontations not merely | 


with Moscow, but also with the disparate forms 
of Third World nationalism 


The stir the Reagan Administration has cre- 
ated to launch its antiterrorist policy looks like 
a rationalization for a CLA comeback in clan- 
destine operations. Once again, officials of 
democratic America will forsake the wisdom of 


Jefferson and Thoreau for the bloody instruc- . 


tions to be found in Machiavelli's “The Prince” 
or Mario Puzo's “The Godfather.” 


—_ 
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Stephen S..Rosenfeld 


WASHINGTON POST 


“25. 27 April 1984 


So Wé Won’t Invade? 


The painful and, in official quarters, 
unsuspected inadequacy of the adminis-- 
tration’s Central-American policy is 
etched in the remarkable joint state- 
ment of April 10 by George Shultz, Cas- 
par Weinberger, William Casey and Ro-' 
bert McFarlane.:'These worthies threw 
their collective weight behind a declara- 


after the election. ““") 
. Given the pervasive suspicion that 


such a plan is exaétly what President ©" 


Reagan has in mind,'this latest affirma-- 
ce of pe tale veli would a tb 

extremely important, the very pledge 
of self-denial that*Reagan 
been demanding? #2. 

Many of them. ‘however, stil! suspect 
that the administration merely intended 
to put out that partitular day’s fire. It is 
further suggested that this latest gang of 


four was playing with words: the United” 


States isn't “planning” an invasion but 
is preparing to havé-pne thrust upon it 
and may even be doing its’ provocative 
bit to bring one on..Hence the bases and 
maneuvers (scheduled until 1989!) -in 


Honduras, the inching toward combat ™ 


in El Salvador, the barely offshore role 
in Nicaragua, RUA 

If a full-fledged invasion is in the 
wor 


ks, then Shultz, Weinberger, Case 
ad McFarlane—and their chil are 
9eing cynical and will deserve contempt 


an 
being cynical and will deserve contempt. 


“But this is an-tinkind and surel 
premature verdict. nk the of 


four means its vow of restraint. As eager 
as its members may be to intimidate the - 


’ Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerril- 


an’s critics have ~ 


ican_standing in the hemisphere and 
elsewhere. It 


.  gan’s reelection prospects, the success of 
. the Grenada invasion notwithstanding. 
tion that the Unitedl' States is not plan-")” 
ning to invade Centtal America, now or- 


~ 


"” Latins 'to fight their own battles, ~~ 


This is’ the explanation one hears 


_. from‘ administration officials, who note 


that Reagan has repeatedly said that al- 
though he plans no invasion, a president 


_ Should “never say never.” Reagan wants 


to calm Congress but to give some pause 
- to the Marxists at the same time. ..-... 
>, The new statement, however, merely 
underlines his dilemma. Partly because 
‘of its own rigidities and partly because 
- Of its adversaries’, the administration 
“has“been conducting a policy based 
chiefly on applying force. To the extent 
that it now removes the threat of inva- 
sion, it torpedoes that policy... . 
.. For removing the threat only makes 
sense if simultaneously a negotiating 
passage is opened—something the -ad- 
ministration has not yet done.- Other- 
wise it risks encouraging its foes to be- 
lieve that they have just seen the United 
“States blink, big, and if they hold on the 


-United States may.eventually blink its 


_ way right out of Central America. 
_ I find it almost impossible to imagine 
that a conservative president such as 


vote thé requisite.aid to allow friendly ~.-" “How, 


“a slide in that direction as long as he 


Ronald Reagan is prepared to ignore the 
principal thrust of American postwar 
policy and—at least on his watch—to 
see parts of Central America “Jost” to 


_ armed, Marxist-led, Soviet-linked revo- 


lutionary forces. Jesse Jackson and Gary 
Hart talk as though they could live with 
that outcome. The prospect agitates 
Walter Mondale greatly, though he is 
not sure what could be done at this late 


date to prevent it. But for Reagan the 


prospect is unthinkable, right? 
then, does he intend to prevent 


rules out an American intervention on - 
the one hand and fails to move toward a 


. hegotiated solution on the other? The | 


narrow altémative he reserves for him- 
self is to keep on pursuing the policies 
that have brought him to his present, 
deepening discontent. One result of 
those policies is the current crisis of aid. 


- Here lies the trouble Reagan has 
court y_having the Pentagon and 

IA run his policy. The danger is not 
that these agencies mean to sneak the 
United States into a war, or even that 
they will lose control, as much anxious 
and hostile comment on the American 
and Latin left suggests. The danger is 
that_Casey and _Weinberger-—even 
Weinberger, with his passionate aver- 


sion to messy Third World military in- 


volvements-—may leave the resident __ 
no other way of averting El Salvador’s 
“Hoge” ; Bering | oer rs 
Reagan's intent is to be strong. His 
grasp of his dilemma is weak. Central 
America is torn and he is tearing fur- 
ther, not mending. 
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Casey apologizes to Senate committee 


By George Archibald 


THE WASHIN GTon TIMES 


William J. Casey, director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
apologized vesterday to members of 
the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence for the CIA's failure to 
inform the panel fully on American 
involvement in the mining of Nicara- 
guan harbors. 


According to committee mem- 
bers, the apology came in a stormy 
closed session in which senators and 
Mr. Casey had “a spirited, sharp 
exchange” about the CIA's incom- 


plete disclosure of the U.S. role in the ~ 
harbor mining that started in early ~ 


January. 

The apology led Sen. Daniel Pat- 
rick Moynihan, D-N.Y., to agree to 
stay on as vice chairman of the panel. 
He had resigned Wednesday, protest- 
ing that the CIA had broken its “rela- 
tionship of trust” with the Senate 
committee. 


Mr. Moynihan helped write the law 
that requires the CIA to keep its con- 
gressional oversight committees 
“fully and currently informed of all 
intelligence activities,” including 


“any significant anticipated intelli- - 


gence activity.” 

“The committee agreed that it was 
not adequately informed in a timely 
manner of certain significant intelli- 
gence activity in such a manner as to 


permit the committee to carry out its 
oversight function,” the panel said in 
a statement issued by senators after 
yesterday's meeting. 

“The director of central intelli- 
gence agreed in that assessment,” 
the statement said. 


“The committee and the CIA have 
agreed on the need for more thor- 
ough and effective oversight proce- 
dures, especially in the area of covert 
action,” the statement continued. 
“The committee will move promptly 
to develop new procedures to ensure 
that the Senate will be fully and cur- 
rently informed.” 


Senators said the panel and CIA 
officials will meet again May 2 to dis- 
cuss such procedures. The commit- 
tee will also “reorganize” its staff, 
Mr. Moynihan told reporters. 

“The Central Intelligence Agency 
has pledged its full cooperation in 
this effort and recognizes the 
requirement to provide the commit- 
tee with prior notice of any ‘signifi- 
cant anticipated intelligence 
activity; as provided by the Intelli- 
gence Oversight Act,” said the com- 
mittee statement. 

“At the request of the committee, 
and in light of the director’s 
acknowledgment, Sen. Moynihan 
withdrew his resignation as vice 
chairman,” the statement concluded. 

Sen. Barry M. Goldwater, R-Ariz., 
chairman of the committee, said, 


“They [the administration} have a | 
very heavy responsibility to us. We 
received a complete briefing on the 
history of the decision by the pres- 
ident to use mines in harbors in Cen- 
tral America.” 

Mr. Moynihan said the committee 
was assured that no other covert 
actions were going on in Central 
America beyond. those already 
revealed to the panel. 

Sens. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, and 
Richard Lugar, R-Ind., who jointly 
drafted. the committee. statement, 
seid the CIA director admitted that 
the panel was inadequately briefed. 

There was “a very spirited, sharp 
exchange [with] strong statements: 
made on both sides,” said Mr. Bent- 
sen. “Mr. Casey said, ‘I apologize; he. 
used that word,” he reported. The 
CIA director promised to be “not a 
little more forthright —a damn sight 
more forthright. I have confidence in 
Mr. Casey,’ Mr. Bentsen added. 

“The bipartisan character of this 
committee has been extremely - 
important” in resolving the dispute 
with the CIA, said Mr. Lugar. “It 
{intelligence oversight] does not 
work well if these issues become 
polarized,” he added. 

“The CIA was very wrong not to 
have informed the committee. It was 
a dumb thing,” said Mr. Bentsen. 
“Now it’s time to have a cease-fire 
between the committee and the CIA,” 
he added. im 
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Senators Get 
Apology From 
Casey on Mining 


Sy DON SHANNON, 
Times Staff Writer. - 


‘WASHINGTON—CLA ‘Directoy. , 
Wiliam J. Casey apologized to the . 


, Senate Intelligence Committee ata 
closed-door meeting Thursday for 


_ failing to inform‘it adequately about » 


the CLA’s key role’in “the mining of 
i Nicaraguan ~ ports,.th committee" 
_ Said in a statement. oe 


_ Casey's acknowledgement, made” 


: In a@ spirited-three-hour'session with-: 
‘committee members; . helped - per-" 


suade Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynitian= - 


.(D-NLY.) to ‘withdraw ‘his resigna- 
‘ tion as vice chairman of the panel. 
Moynihan ‘had resigned to. -protest 
_ CIA briefings on the: ‘mining opera- 
._ tion that he said“weré not adequate: 
" under the law, which states that the 
agency must, “keep ~congressional - 
intelligence oversight: Revels acts 
and currently informed.” Ea 


~ Bipartisan Spirit "=== eat 
. : Subcommittee on foreign gperations attacked Adminis- , 


"On behalf of-the committee, Moy- 
nihan-read a statement that de- 
clared: “At the..conclusion of this 
review, the committee agreed ‘that 
it was not adequately.informed in.a: 
timely manner of certain significant 
intelligence activity in'‘such a man- 
ner as to permit the committee to 
cary out its oversight function: The 
director of central intelligence con- 
curred in that assessment.” 2 face 

. After the meeting, at which Dep: 

“uty Secretary of State-Kenneth W.. 
Dam: and other’ClA -officials also 
testified, both Democratic and.Re- 
publican committee members: ex-' 
. pressed | their -‘satisfaction: .at ‘the 
restoration of the-bipartisan: Spirit | 
* that has prevailed. on the pane in| 
“the past. «Wy 34, x 
‘7 - Chairman’ ‘Barry. Géldwater (Re 
Ariz.) who on April 9 addressed a 
_ blunt, angry letter to Casey over the 


secret US. role in the mining, said he was satisfied on 
the settlement calling for * ‘more thorough and effective 
‘oversight procedures.” 


However, several members of bettie made it 


clear that the new cooperation between the senators 
and the CLA could disintegrate if the Reagan Adminis- 
tration fails to live up to its commitments. _ 

Indeed, Moynihan said one committee member had | 
asked a CLA official if there was any direct U.S. military 


involvement in Nicaragua now. “The answer was no,” _ 


Moynihan said. 

The question was asked, Moynihan aaa eoatibe the 
committee members had heard new reports of U.S. . 
aircraft flying reconnaissance missions over Nicaraguan’ 


territory. However, he added, the. matter of the flights. . 


was not referred to directly. 


« “And with the. new rapport we have. established, ie 
. would assume the answer would cover the air—that 
they wouldn’t come back and say: “But you. didn’t ask me - 


about the air.’” recucidicas 


Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D- Tex), -who with:Sen. Richard, 
G. Lugar (R-Ind.) drafted the panel’s statement and - 


helped persuade Moynihan to resume :hispost, under- : 


lined his expectations of future CLA cooperation. 


He said Casey. and his aides must be “not alittle more ~ 
‘forthright, but a damned sight more forthcoming” in — 
-informing the committee under new ground rules that 
‘ will be formulated at a meeting next Wednesday. 


At Thursday's session, Casey again confirmed that the 
mining operation, which began early this year,’ has been. , 
stopped, according to committee members. {~2! 


While the CIA director made his peace with: the - 


Senate panel, the Administration’s Central American 
-policy came under attack on two fronts in the House. 


In one case, Democrats in the House Appropriations. : 


tration requests for $61.8 million in emergency military 
aid for El Salvador, -asgerting that $35 million is 
currently av ailable and that an additional $19 million 
could be made available if a verdict is reached in the 
case of four murdered Americari'‘churchwomen. 


| 


in a second confrontation, Atty. Gen. William French ° 


Smith denied a request by House. Judiciary Committee 


Chairman Peter W. Rodino §r(D-N2.) and 12 other 


Democrats that-a special prosecutor be named to 
investigate whether Casey, Secretary of State George P. 


Shultz or Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger , 
violated the 1974 Neutrality Act in carrying out the , 


Nicaraguan mining operation. .~. — .-- ope eas 


The act bans military actions against any nation with . 


which the United States is at peace, but Smith held that 
it applies only to private MIGIVIGUENS, not to government 


_ officials. 
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BROKAW: William Casey went back to Congress today trying 
to mend fences with the Senate Intelligence Committee. 
The subject, the CIA and Nicaragua. And as John Dancy 
reports tonight, he called to mind the bad kid who wants 
Some forgiveness. 


DANCY: CIA Director William Casey ducked reporters going 
into the meeting, perhaps because he knew he was taking a 
trip to the woodshed. The Senate is outraged about not 
being kept fully informed on the Nicaraguan port mining 
Operation. Biden of Delaware drew this analogy. SEN. 
JOSEPH BIDEN (D-Del.): It's like when you go into, uh, 
when your son confesses to ya that he stole a gold chain, 
and you find out later there's a $300 watch attached to 
ee fs 


DANCY: Casey kept his distance from reporters after what) 
Was apparently a humbling experience. Senators Say he was 
sharply questioned and criticized. Casey admitted he had 
not kept the committee fully informed, as he is required 
to do. SEN. RICHARD LUGAR (R-Ind.): Well, the director 
has apologized for oversights. He has assured us that it 
is his intention to work with us in bringing about new 
procedures... 


DANCY: Those new procedures will include stringent new 
rules on-how much the CIA must report to the committee in 
order to keep it fully informed of covert operations. 
Casey agreed the CIA will cooperate in drafting the rules. 
Casey's apology was enough to make New York Sen. Patrick 
Moynihan withdraw his resignation as committee vice 
chairman. He'd submitted the resignation to protest not 
being kept fully informed. SEN. DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN 
(D-N.Y.): I'm willing to forgive, but not to forget. 


DANCY: This blowup has been a long time coming. The CIA 
has never liked the idea of reporting to the intelligence 
committee. But now, as a result of Casey's | 
less-than-candid approach, it will probably be required to 
report more, more detail, more often. John Dancy, NBC 
News, at the U.S, Capitol. 
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Casey says Congress poorly briefed 


Special for USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON — CIA Di- 
rector William Casey acknow- 
leged Wednesday that his agen- 


cy could have done a better job 


keeping Congress informed 
about covert operations in Cen- 
tral America, according to Sen. 
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, 
Casey met with several 
members of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee Wednesday. 
He has come under fire from 
senators who felt the agency 
kept them in-the dark about its 


‘role in the mining of Nicara- 


guan harbors. 

Said committee member In- 
ouye: “He made it clear that he 
realizes they could have done a 
better job and one could with 
some justification criticize 
them for not following the let- 
ter of the law.” 

Despite Casey's attempt at 
fence-mending, Sen. Daniel 
Moynihan, D-N.Y., carried out 
his decision to step down as 
vice chairman of the intelli- 
gence committee. Moynihan 
had said earlier he would re- 


Sign to protest the lack of brief- 
ings on the mining operation. 

Casey’s meetings came on 
the eve of closed hearings be 
fore the committee today in 
which the CIA is expected to 
face tough questioning. 

“It is going to be a tough ses- 
sion where the members are 


' going to want straight answers 


and will probably tell them if - 
they can't have straight an- . 
Swers they are going to find 
some other way to get them,” 
said committee spokesman 


Sam Bouchard. 
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TRE WASHINGTON TIVES 


Sen. Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., 
turned aside the last-minute advice of 
his party's leader vesterday and signed 
a letter of resignation as vice chairman 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee. 

The letter follows his April 15 
announcement that he would resign the 
post because the CIA broke its “rela- 
tionship of trust" by failing to ade- 
quately inform the commmittee about 
its role in the mining of Nicaraguan har- 
bors. oy ae : 

“IT would like for him to continue”.as 
vice chairman, Senate Minority Leader 


Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., said yesterday. - 


He later asked Mr. Moynihan to reconsi- 
cer when the issue was brought up dur- 
ing the regular weekly luncheon 
meeting of Senate Democrats. 

_ Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. andthe _ 
Inteligence Committee chairman who 


Strongly criticized CIA Director Wil- 


liam Casey for not briefing him on the 
minings, had also asked Mr. Moynihan 
to keep the post immediately after his 
decision. 


In his letter yesterday, Mr. Moynihan_- 


said he will continue to serve as a com- 


mittee member and his office said he | 


oyninan r 


WASHINGTON TIMES 
26 April 1984 


will “serve as vice chairman unti) the 
Democratic caucus selects a 
replacement. 


The intelligence panel limits mem- 
bership to eight years and Mr. Moy- 
nihan’s time will be up in January, 1985. 


The CIA has issued a statement 
saying it complied with “the spirit and 
the letter of the Intelligence Oversight 
Act,” which requires that the CIA keep 
the intelligence committees fully 
informed on planned activities. Since 
the beginning of the year, according to 
the CIA, the subject of the Nicaraguan 
port minings has been discussed with 
members of Congress, or their autho- 
rized staff, at least 11 times. 


The chairman of the House Intelli- 
gence Committee, Rep. Edward Boland, 
D-Mass., said after Mr. Moynihan's 
April 15 decision that he and his com- 
mittee were informed of the mining 
operations on Janurary 31, though he 
opposes them. -° - t 


After news accounts of ‘the minings, 
conducted by.anti-Nicaraguan govern-, 
ment guerrillas with the assistance of 
the CIA, both the House and Senate 
passed resolutions by large margins 


efuses advice, q 


_against any further U.S. funds for the 


operations. 


Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan 
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JENNINGS: And now Central America, Co EBress and @é ClA. 
CIA Director William Casey went to face a very angry 
Senate Intelligence Committee today. Afterwards, senators 
said Casey admitted he could have done e better job of 
informing them about the mining of Nicaragua's harbors, 
That is why Senator Moynihan seid agein yesterday he would 
resign as vice chairman of the committee. After Casey's 
apologies and press from his fellow senators, Moynihan has 
changed his mind. 


JENNINGS: Richard Threlkeld has a status report on the 
CIA tonight. Once again, the agency's image is pretty 
badly tarnished. 


THRELKELD: No secret war was ever less secret than the 
one the CIA is running ageinst Nicaragua. Its secret 
army, the so-called contras, seem to show up on the TV 
news every night. The CIA might as well be bankrolling 
the Los Angeles Raiders. The president won't talk about 


-it. PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN: That's 2 subject I will 


pick another time to talk about. 


THRELKELD: But everybody else is and Saying not very nice 
things about the CIA's handiwork mining Nicaragua's 
harbors. REP. THOMAS P. O'NEILL (D-Mass.): America is a 
country that abhors terrorists, and that certainly is an 
act of terrorism. 


‘THRELKELD: The last time the CIA became such a’ cause 
‘ celebre wes in 1975. In hearings chaired by the late 


Senator Frank Church, the CIA was called to account for a 
number if misdeeds and ultimately punished in the Carter 
years. Half its staff and close to half its budget were 
blue-penciled. The Reagan administration raised the CIA's 
budget to an estimated $1.5 billion a year and brought in 
as director Mr. Reagan's campaign manager and close 
friend, William Casey, to put the CIA's 18,000 employees 
into fighting trim and get back in the business of covert 
secret action. DAVID WISE: Both in number and in scope 
and size, the covert operations have increased. The 
budget of CIA has increased as well, especially in the 
covert area. 


THRELKELD: As author and CIA-watcher David Wise notes, 
the CIA is now secretly active in at least a dozen 
countries around the world. Yet from Nicaragua's Puerto 
Sandino all the way back to the Bay of Pigs, covert action 
has often come back to haunt the CIA and whoever Was 
president. MORTON HALPERIN (Center for Nat'l Security 


Continuad 
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By DEBORAH ORIN 
WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Pat Moynihan, making 
it clear that he lacks 
confidence in CIA: chief 
William . Casey,  offi- 
cially resigned yester- 
day as vice chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. 

“The relations can ‘t be 
‘described as good {be- 


tween Casey and the 


‘committee charged with 
overseeing CIA ac- 
tions),” Moynihan said. 


‘An even tougher line - 


“was taken. by Delaware 
Sen: Joe Biden, who 
could replace Moynihan, 


Cee a 
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“T don't think much of 
Bill Casey," Biden said. 
“T think relations are at 
an ali-time low.” 


Moynihan made head- - 


lines 10 days ago by tell- 
‘ing a TV. audience he 
would quit -his post. be- 
cause the CIA broke its 
“relationship .of trust” by 
what he described as a 


Inteliigence ‘Committee . 
on the U.S. role in mining 
Nicaraguan harbors,’ 


“Moynihan adn flatly. ¥ 


Soyoomees ie. 


failure to-fully brief “the 


Pat rips CIA chief, quits 
watchdeg 


rule out withdrawing his 
resignation, 


He did reveal that 


00040001-2 


post 


Casey on Tuesday came _ 


ito his Senate office for a 
“private meeting that 
Moynihan described as 
“very candid’ = — but 
added -that 
change his mind. 

The most immediate 
-candidate...to. replace: . 
‘Moynihan .is Sen. Pat. 
‘Leahy : (D-¥t. ), a Hberal . 


“who -opposes most- CIA* 


‘ covert actions. 


Sata 


ate 


it - didn’t... 


PY eT 
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Casey Said 
to Admit 
‘bo Lapse 


CIA Chief Mends 

Fences on Harbor 

Mining Briefing . 
By Helen Dewar 


Washington Post Staff Writer 


CIA Director William J. Casey” handwritten “fence-mending” letter to Goldwater 


acknowledged ina two-day fence.” yesterday and plans to meet with him today, but . 


mending expedition to Capitol Hill ‘ 
_ this week that he failed to give the © 


Senate Intelligence Committee ad- 


equate information about his agen- 


cv’s role in the mining of Nicaraguan 
harbors, .committee members - said 
yesterday. 
~ ‘Under -fire. on- the issue from 
merabers of both parties, Casey also 
‘ pledged cooperation with senators to 
avert repetition of the situation that 
led the GOP-controlled Senate and 
‘the Democratic House earlier this 
‘month to vote nonbinding resolu- 
tions condemning the mining. 
“I think there is a general consen- 


‘sus shared by the director that, . 


. whatever briefing there was, it was 


‘not a satisfactory way of proceed- - 


-ing,” said Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R- 
Ind.), an Inielligence Committee 


member visited by Casey on Tues- _ 


day. 


“At the time, he thought it was — 


adequate,” Sen. Liovd M. Bentsen 
D-Tex.) said after talking yesterday 
-with Casey, “but in retrospect he 
believed it [the mining] was not 
highlighted sufficiently.” - 

“Now he realizes he could have 
cone it better,” Sen. Daniel K. 
Inouye (D-Hawaii) said. 

“He wasn’t apologizing for doing 
enything wrong,” Sen. David F, Du- 


renberger (R-Minn.) added, “but he 


’ wished he'd done things differently.” 
Committee Chairman Barry Gold- 
water (R-Ariz.) and Vice Chairman 
. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) 


| . the post only until a successor is chosen. ~ 


s erations: - 
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have complained that they were not properly ; 
briefed about the mining. Although other commit- i 
tee members have said the mining was discussed 
in a briefing session early last month, the adequa- 
cy of the explanation has become a flashpoint in 
increasingly fragile relations between Congress 
and the White House over Central American pol- 
icy. 

Moynihan reiterated yesterday in a Senate 
Democratic caucus that he intends to resign the 
vice chairmanship in protest, and other senators 
said he dissuaded them from trying to persuade 
him to reconsider. - . 

Among those trying to verminde Moynihan to - 


remain was Guldwater, who sent Moynihan a let-“ 


ter saying he would refuse to accept the resigna- _ 
tion. An aide said Moynihan had agreed to stay | in 


A Republican Senate source said Casey sent a 


Goldwater said late in the day that‘he had not 
received any communication from the CIA direc- 
tor, to whom he had addressed a scathing letter of 
complaint earlier this month. -. 

Casey also called Majority Leader Howard H. 
Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), and a Baker aide said later 
that Casey was “trying to assess the damage and 
make amends... . He’s trying.to find wey to do 
it.” - 

Casey i is vacheddled: to discuss the situation fur- 
ther in a closed-door committee meeting today, 
and some members indicated that efforts may be 
made there to gain agreemient on tightening rules 


1R000400040001-2 


“He [Casey] told me -he agreed with all that 

. in retrospect,” Bentsen said. 
‘Durenberger said he told Casey that, even if 
Casey was following his usual method of operation 


‘in giving legislators a general overview and then 


leaving it to them to ask specific questions, he | 


should have been more explicit on something as 
sensitive as the harbor mining. 
“He agreed with that,” Durenberger said. 
Another senator, who asked not to be named, 
appeared less satisfied with Casey's response. 
“He.said what didn’t happen won't happen 
again,” the senator said. 


for keeping Congress informed of CIA covert op- 


hE Mo 


arene se seme 
Preis hoe ae be 


Lugar and ‘Bentsen have-been lasding a “Mibar: 


~ tisan effort to draft new rules. 
~ Bentsen described the effort as“just exploratory” 


but expressed hope that he and Lugar would have 
something to suggest to the committee today. 


“TI want a cease-fire,” Bentsen said, “Let's ZO 


back to work... and lay down some strict ground 
rules.” 


“I would not be surprised if there is a general 


clearing of the air and a pledge made on all sides 
. to do better,” said Lugar, who added: “He 


(Casey) i is certainly going to pledge to do better,” 

Bentsen said he told Casey that CIA briefings 
on the mining had not been “forthcoming” and 
that it was a “wrong and serious omission” not to 
inform the committee more fully in light of the 
fact that the mining constituted a “definite policy 
change.” He said he added” that procedures for 
briefing must be tightened. ; 
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YNIHAN RESIGNS 
SENATE PANEL JOB | 


Takes Formal Step at Session 
” of Democratic Caucus — 
. He Meets With Casey 


By JANE PERLEZ 
is Special to The New York Times 

» WASHINGTON, April 25 — Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan officially re-. 
signed as vice chairman of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence today 


10 protest what he called the failure of | | 
-the Central Intelligence Agency to in- . 
form the pane] fully on American in- .' 


volvement in the mining of Nicaraguan 
harbors. ; 

‘The New York Democrat said he 
would remain on the committee until 
chis term expired at the end of the year. 


© Concerning his continuing dispute ; 
with the C.1.A., Mr. Moynihan said he ; 
had met with William J. Casey, the Di- . 


“rector of Central Intelligence, on Tues- 
“day. He described the 40-minute meet- 
“ing as ‘civil.’ 

+ A staff aide to Mr. Moynihan said 
“that Mr. Casey had ‘‘come as close to 
“an apology as could be expected” and 
“had at the same time pressed Mr. 
“Moynihan to try to save the program of 

covert aid to Nicaragua. 


A. Senate aide said Mr. Casey had - 


.“‘bean making the rounds’’ in the Sen- 
“ate, “trying to mend fences.’”’ He said 
Mr. Casey had been saying that he 
would take steps to insure that brief- 

-ings were improved. 

. In addition, Mr. Casey sent a per- 
ssonal note to Senator Barry Goldwater, 
‘Republican of Arizona and chairman of 
‘the committee, responding to an 


; message from Mr, Goldwater. The aide - 


- said Mr. Casey’s note was conciliatory. : 
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» Can’t Be Dissuaded, Senator Says 


Mr. Moynihan ‘had announced his in. : 


~ tention to resign 10 days ago ona televi- , 
- sion program. He took the formal ac- 
“tion today at a meeting of the Demo- 


“cratic calicus, where he was urged by. 


‘the Democratic leader, Robert C. 
- Byrd, and others to stay on. But Mr. 


> Moynihan said he could not be dis-. 


- suaded and distributed a brief-letter of 

> resignation. 
> “As I indicated I would in a state- 
, ment of April 15, I herewith submit my 
: resignation as vice chairman of the Se- 
.flect Committee on Intelligence,” the 


: letter said. “‘May I take the opportunity 


. toexpress to you and to the Democratic 
‘ caucus the great honor I felt at having 
- been appointed to the committee and 
‘allowed, latterly,.to serve as vice 
chairman. I-will, of course, finish out 


sment.’’ 


conference in‘his office whether, with 
eas exception of:the -C.1.A.-directed 


mining of Nicaraguan ‘ports, he still ; 


“supported ‘the ‘covert aid program. 
mec m not saying,’’ he replied. 
‘Pressed further, the Senator said he 


Tm not sure that # the progres) any- 
more.” - . 


"Uncertainty Over Successor 


Senator Byrd told the caucus that a 
new vice chairman would be selected 
by the Democratic Steering Commit- 
tee. There was uncertainty over who. 


would assume the position, since three. 


of the four Democrats in line for the 
* post on the basis of seniority said today 
they did not want it. 

‘Senators Joseph R. Biden of Dela- 
ware, Danie] K. Inouye of Hawaii and 
Patrick J. Leahy of Verrnont all said 
today they did not seek the position, 
‘which along with the chairmanship en- 
“tails fuller briefings from the intelli- 
gence agency than those received by 
‘other committee members. .. 


the remaining’: months af my. appoint. 
~ Myr, Movithan's was ‘asked at & NEWS | 


believed the covert program he had | 
voted for on April 5 was ‘‘defensible but | 


Senator Walter 


D. Huddleston, | { 
Democrat of Kentucky, who is immedi- : 
' ately behind Mr. Moynihan in seniori- 


\ 
| 
i 
I 


ty, is already the ranking member of 
the Agriculture Committee and party 
| rules bar a senator from being a rank- 
ing member of two committees. 

“They asked if ] would not stay on,” 
Mr. Moynihan said after the caucus ac- 
cepted his resignation from the vice | 
chairmanship, ‘I said this was very 
kind but I was not leaving the commit- | 
tee. I felt 1 had to bring attention to the 

breakdown of our procedures and this 
was one option directly available to 
me.’ 


Support Volced for Inouye 7 


- Mr, Biden, who is a member of the 
Steering Committee, said he supported. 
|. Mr. Inouye, who was chairman of the . 
{ intelligence panel during the Carter : 
Administration, to fill the vacancy. 
“He's tough, he didn’t Jet them get 
‘ away with anything, he could be of help 
‘to. reinforce Barry's decisions, ” Mr, 
Bidensaid. ~~ 
" But Mr. Inouye said before entering 
’ the caucus meeting, “I've been there,”’ 
; adding that he dia not want to take on 
; ‘the vice chairmanship. 

Mr. Leahy, who urged Mr. Moynthan 
publicly and privately to stay on, said 
he was not seeking the post. 

Mr. Moynihan asserted when he an- 
nounced his intention to resign that the 
C.1.A. had failed to adhere to provi- 
‘sions of the 1980 intelligence Oversight 
‘Act, which he helped to write and which 
calls for the oversight committee to be 
“fully and currently informed of allin- | 
telligence activities,’ including “any 
significant anticipated intelligence ace 
> tivity.” 
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NEL SAYS THERE'S NO EVIDENCE OF CIA LINKS TO DEATH SQUADS 
yw, DALE NELSON 
WASHINGTON 


The House Intelligence Committee turned thumbs down Thursdzy on a 
Massecnusetts congressman's bic to obtain intelligence documents that the 
congressman said would show whether the CIA is involved in death squad 
ectiyity in cl Salvador. 


The committee, in a report on a resolution of inquiry introduced by Rep. 
James Shannon, D-Mass., said that after a “rigorous review of intelligence 
documents and records" it had "found no evidence of any agency complicity in 
Geath squad activities.” 


The panel recommended that the House reject Shannon's resolution, which would 
Call upon the president to turn the documents over to Congress. 


Instead, the committee said, it had asked the CIA to conduct “a review of 
ell agency relationships with the aim of providing a reliable and comprehensive 
report on the subject of death squad activity ... and any possible improper 

ClA involvement therein.” 


Tt said CIA Director William J. Casey agreed to undertake such a review. 


Shannon, saying the committee's decision “leaves the American people in the 
fark about how far the CIA has sare in El Salvador," asked the panel ta 
conduct an investigation of its own. Shannon is not 23 member of the committee. 


In the resolution, Shannon asked whether either Col. Nicholas Caranza, chief 
of the Treasury Police of El Salvador, or Roberto D'Aubuisson, a former 
Salvadoran army officer and now a presidential candidate, had received any 
reminegration of any Kind from the CIA, 


The resolution was introduced after reports linking Caranza and D'Aubuisson 


to death squads which have been blamed for political murders in El Salvador and 
saying the two men may have had a clandestine relationship with the CIA. 


Both men have denied any inyolvement with death squads. 


The committee, in its report, cited a presidential order providing that, “no 
person employed by or acting on behalf of the United States government shall 
engege in or conspire to engage in assassination." 


The order also states, "No agency of the intelligence Community shall 
participate in or request any person to undertake activities forbidden by this 
order." 


"Both provisions act to prohibit absolutely U.S. participation in activities 
engzced in by the death squads in El Salvador," the committee saic. 


The report went on to say: 


Continued 
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RATHER: The CIA's heavy involvement in cove ql 
operations against Nicaragua has triggered a bitter feud 
between the agency's director, William Casey, and members 
of Congress. Many lawmakers have been calling for Casey's 
resignation. CBS News congressional correspondent Phil 
Jones tonight reports that Casey now has sent a 
hand-written letter to Senate Intelligence Committee 
chairman Barry Goldwater, and in it, Casey apologized for 
the way he has been dealing with Congress. But es Robert 


Schakne reports, there remains considerable congressional 
concern. 


SCHAKNE: CIA Director William Casey, says a Republican 
senator on the Intelligence Committee, rates 'two on 4 
scale of 10' in matters of trust. & Democratic member of 
the Senate staff once said that Casey's attitude toward 
Congress adds up to ‘criminal casualness.' Not since the 
mid-1970s have relations between the CIA and Congress been 
SO poisonous and that the eye of the storm is the CIA 
director himself, with his emphasis on covert operations, 
his fixation for secretiveness. REP. NORMAN MINETA 
(D-Calif.): He's the type of person unless you ask the 
right question, you don't get an answer. A Republican 
member of the Senate described him as @ person who, if | 
you're coat was on fire, he wouldn't tell you unless you ; 
asked him. SEN. DAVID DURENBERGER (R-Minn.): We heve to 
be able to say, you know, 'We trust you. We trust that 
you've told us everything there is to know on which we can 
base our judgment.' If we don't have that trust, then the 
whole system collapses. 


SCHAKNE: Congressional fury centers around Casey's delay 
in disclosing the CIA's role in the raids that blew up 
Nicaragua's oil storage tanks last fall and in the mining 
of Nicaragua's harbors this winter. & 1980 law requires 


_the CIA director to keep congressional intelligence 


committees, quote, ‘fully and currently informed,’ unquote 
and when new operations are planned, to inform the 
committee's in advance of, quote, ‘any significant 
anticipated intelligence activity,' unquote. CIA 
spokesmen say that Casey or his deputies met the 
requirements of the law in 30 meetings about Central 


Continued 
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LIGHTLY ~ | 


By the dawn’s s early light ” 


By Gaius LePelley 


diverted to watching the miniseries ‘George Wash- ; 
ington” on television, someone was busy putting lit- : 
tle American bombs all over Nicaraguan harbors. | 

People who came away from their television sets all | 
misty-eyed and worried because Congress didn’t give | 
George Washington enough bombs’to fight the British ; 
can now rest assured the present-day United States has 
enough bombs to go all over the world.” 

Well, it never rains but it pours. - rt 

Some consolation can be found in the case of Nicara- | 
gua because they were only ‘“‘firecracker” bombs. They 
don’t sink anything except policies in Washington. 

Pro-communist Nicaragua, with practically no sense 
of humor, doesn’t see the fun-and-games aspect of fire- 
cracker bombs in the harbor. Thus it is planting word- 
bombs in the World Court and on American television. 
As a result, the US will have to find some other: way to 
prevent the export of arms and revolution from Nicara- 
gua to other parts of the hemisphere. a 

Ronald Reagan understands this. It is like fumbling 
the football, and he has played games similar to this in = 
the movies. 

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan doesn’ t understand - 
this and has resigned as vice-chairman of the Senate’ s° 
Committee on Intelligence, in indignation, because he: 
said he wasn’t informed by the CIA what was going on. 
It turns out that he probably W8eittormed, but the CIA., 
speaks only in whispers. 

Apparently it will take more than this kind of fum- - 
bling to get CIA Director William Casey to resign, as 
much as Congress might dream of it. According to some 
sources, as soon as Cuban-Soviet plans for the area be- - 
come established, another tidal wave of immigration, : 
larger than that from Cuba, would sweepintothe US. - 

Americans seem to follow this pattern quite often, . 
bringing theirtroubles hameto:roosty! viigets £ *C ese 


J: UST about the same time America's attention was - 
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CONGRESS-CENTRAL AMERICA 
WASHINGTON 


Senate Majority Leader Howard H. Baker Jr., R-Tenn., said today he does not 
agree with critics who say CIA Director William dU. Casey gave “deceitful or , 
incomplete” answers to a congressional committee about the agency's role 


In mining Nicaraguan ports. 


"T see nothing to indicate he is unfit for his office," Baker told a reporter 
who had asked whether he still trusted the CIA director in the light of 
charges that he failed to inform the Senate Intelligence Committee that the 

CIA was taking an active part in the mining. 


Baker, an ex-officio member of the Intelligence Committee, said he attended 
the briefing Casey gave the panel last month and "it is clear to me that on at 
least two occasions, perhaps three, there was mention made of mining.” 


"Whether it was express and explicit enough is 2 judgment each member of the 
committee must make for himself,” the majority leader said, "but I am not among 
those who found his answers deceitful or even incomplete." 


Minority Leader Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., when asked the same question, said, 


"It's one thing to say you have no faith in him, The fault might lie somewhere 
else." 


Meanwhile, a committee source who asked not to be named said the panel has 
called CIA officials responsible for covert activities to testify in a closed 
session on Thursday about the mining. 


House Majority Leader Jim Wright, D-Texas, asked whether Casey is a goog 
CIA director, said, "I am not setting myself up as a judge of who is is or is 
not a good CIA director." 


Wright also said he hopes that a House-Senate conference committee on 
military aid to El Salvador and funds for covert operations in Nicaragua will 
begin its meetings this week. He said he believed it “could and should" finish 
its work before the May 6 Salvadoran elections. 


Wright said he hopes for continued House support of military aid to El 
Salvador, but added, "I don't believe we could pass any bill that had any money 
for covert activity; I believe it has been too thoroughly discredited." 
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Reagan Worsening Latin 
Mondale Says 


"responsibilities to the Congress in 
terms of reporting. 


By Bill Peterson 
Fe fe Post Stat? Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate 
Walter F. Mondale yesterday - 
charged that Reagan administration 
policies “are leading in a direction 
that can involve the use of U.S. com- 
bat troops in Central America.” 

Mondale, noting a growing level of. 
U.S. involvement in the region dur- 
ing the last three years, said Reagan 


policies “are Americanizing, milita- 
_rizing and widening- the dispute in 


Central America,” adding, “Things 


_are getting worse all the time.”. 
_..Mondale said he expects .Presi- 


dent Reagan’s conduct of foreign - 
‘policy in the Mideast and Central 

America to be “big issues” during the 

presidential campaign this fall, add- 

ing that they have “led clearly to a 

less safe world.” 

 “There’s a steady pattern here of 

a president who's not in charge and 

he’s not leading,” he said in a meet- 


ing with Washington. Post editors 7 


and reporters, _ 


Mondale _ condemned CIA fe 


actions in Nicaragua, describing 
them as “counterproductive“ He’ 
said the administration | has an “ex- 


aggerated notion. of what can be 
done. through. covert actions” and s” and has has 


‘some sentimental way wants to re-. 
* store the day when they thought you 


could have your way with a.trench- 
coat, when you can’t have it any 


. other way.” ‘ 
‘He staunchly defended the’ two 


congressional committees that over- 


5ee activities. “If you did away . 


with those two committees or the. 


reporting, you'd really be in trouble, .- 
because the fact of it-3s that you 


“don’t get away for Jong with things 
without reporting to those commit- 


tees or without the committees 


_knowing about it.” 
He said the reason that: the: sys- 


tem appeared to break down recent- _ 


ly_is that CIA Director William_J.. 
Casey has a “fairly limp notion of his 


: WASHINGTON POST 
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_ The. system, he added, “should 
-work clearly better than it is, but the 
institutional basis there is a-very im- 
portant thing to build on and not to 
lose confidence in.” 


As -vice president in ake Cartet 


administration, Mondale said he — 


thought he “knew most -everything” 
thatthy 


ing.He said -he 
_ believes in “a strong CLA” and. that 
there are times when covert actions - 


aren 


are necessary. 
If elected president, he. said, he 
would fire Casey and: replace him ~ 


-with someone with “a sense of his- 


_ tony and understanding and_profes- 
> signalism.”_ 


Repeating: statements he has -fre- 
quently made on the campaign trail, 
Mondale-said he would also remove 

_combat troops from Honduras, while 
continuing ‘military . assistance « to 
that nation; “severely limit” U.S. aid 
to El Salvador unless there are im- 
provements in-human rights, and 
“try very hard to work to strengthen 


_ -what’s left. of the moderate center” 


throughout the region. 

He charged that “about 50 or 40 
_percent” of arms and military equip- 
tment-sent by the U.S. government to 
E! Salvador “ends up on -the other 


” side,” a claim the- “Reagan adminis- 

"tration has denied. - a: 
He said that. as. president he 

- would try to resolve problems in the’ 


region through negotiations. Asked 
how -successful the Carter adminis- 
tration-had been in taking this ap- 
proach, he replied that it had made 


. “some modest”. progress “toward 
_ elimination of: death eaueee in. EL 


Salvador. 


2oF 


00400040001-2 


ontlicts, 


“| ‘think it’s clear that now, that 
after 3% years, things are ‘much 
worse, the guerrillas are much 
stronger,” and “the middle has been 
undermined, and is much weaker.” 

‘Asked if he would intervene mil- 


itarily to prevent a communist take- 


over. in-the region, Mondale said he 


‘would consider doing so only if “a 
-Cuban. or Russian mulitery sestiey 


were involved. *, 
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Sanath 


The exporting of counterrevolution 


PARIS—If Nicaragua can export revolution to El 
Salvador, why should not the 


plies te that question. One is moral and Jegal—that to 
do so undermines the political order upon which 
much depends that has nothing to do with Central 
America. The other is that the United States does not 
break the law cleverly or well. 


It seems so easy, reading about it in the thrillers. 


William Casey of the CIA can remember the heroic 


‘days of resistance and subversion in Occupied Eu- ~ 


rope—when Europe was ‘‘set ablaze,’’ as Churchill 
bad urged upon his .S 
Why doesn’t this kind of thing work now? ; 
. It -is not good enough to say,.as the Reagan 
administration does, thatthe press discovers the 
government's secret operations and irresponsibly 


publishes them. The United States does not have a . 


united government, nor a united public, to support its 


‘Central American policies. Given the nature of the- 


American system, this means that what this govern- 
ment does is going to be leaked, publicized and 
mercilessly criticized. 

. The executive no longer 
act in clandestine matters 
ed it during the 1950s and 1960s. The current need to 


ossesses the authority to 


fo regularly and publicly to Congress for money and - 
-Ruthority to conduct ‘‘covert” operations against - 


Nicaragua hag made this whole affair grotesque fron 
the start. : ' : : 

| The administration believes that the Soviet Union 
is responsible for what is going on in Central Ameri- 


£8. It has set out to do the Same in reverse. It fails to - 


! nited States export” 
counterrevolution to Nicaragua? There are two re- . 


jal Operations executive. 


at Congress had conced- - 


. Republic of 


Willtam. Pfaff 


grasp, however, just what the Soviet Union does 


when it chooses to back a Marxist party or revolu- 
tionary group ina troubled country. ; 
The Soviets act in terms of what is already there. 


They ‘say to the local people: What do you need? - 


Money? That’s simple. Arms? Training? The Soviets 


do not announce to the people they wish to support 
what Moscow has-decided th ri 


the leaders are to be. They do not take over. . 
There are, one notes, no Soviet boats mining El 


’ Salvador'’s waters. No Soviet battalions are deployed 


in Centra] America to intimidate the Salvadorans. 
The Soviet embassy in Mana 


tens of thousands of Americans in-Central America. 
‘The American Navy cruises the coasts and the Air 
Force flies overhead. Yet which side is winning? 
The United States might have said.to those Nij- 
caraguans who do not like what has been hap 


need? What is your plan? Possibly we can help. 
Instead, it has mounted what emounts to an unde- 
clared war by the United States of America upon the 
jcaragua. No wonder the Nicaraguans 

want help from the World Court. . 
It is.an old lesson which the United States govern- 
ment obstinately.refuses to learn: People have to do 
things for themselves. 


cad 
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e plan is to be, and who © 


} r ais not running ~- 
Nicaragua, nor the war in E) Salvador. But there are 


ning 
in their country under the Sandinistas: What do vou 


© 1964, Witliam Prat © 
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8 stage sit-in a 
protesting Lat 


By Beth Gillin 


Inquirer Stoff Writer 


Eight demonstrators, including 

three clergymen and a rabbinical 
Student, were carried from the Fed- 
eral Building by security guards yes- 
terday after staging a 24-hour sit-in 
at the Central Intelligence Agency to 
protest C1A actions in Central Ameri- 
ca. - 
While about a dozen supporters 
Stood on the first floor of the build- 
ing at Sixth and Arch Streets chant- 
ing, “CIA, U.S.A. out of Nicaragua,” 
the demonstrators, their arms and 
legs deliberately limp, were carted 
from elevators and dragged across 
the polished lobby floor by uni- 
formed Federal Protective Service 
officers. We 

“Stop the U.S. war in Central Amer- 
ica,” shouted the Rev. David Funk- 
houser, an Episcopalian priest, as a 
pair of officers lifted him over the 
threshold of the Arch Street en- 
trance and deposited him gently on 


24 April 1984 


the rain-soaked pavement. 

There were no arrests, and the 
demonstrators were not cited. When 
they were carried out of the build- 
ing, they left the area. 

The demonstrators, protesting the 
CIA’s mining of harbors and roads in 
Nicaragua, arrived at the local CIA 
branch — a suite of two offices, a 
reception area and a tiny anteroom 
behind an unmarked door on the 
tenth floor — at 11 am. ; 

They carried a letter, signed by 11 


‘peace activists and addressed to di- 


rector William J. Casey, that called 
for Casey's resignation and the dis- 
mantling of the CIA. “We believe it is 
too late for reforms, congressional 
investigations or other measures 
short of the complete and total disso- 
lution of the agency,” said the letter, 
which accused the CIA of violating 
several international treaties and 
the Neutrality Act. 

After handing the message to Jere- 
miah Williams, who said he was the 


t local CIA 61 


American actions 


CIA's personnel representative here, 
the protestors sat on the floor in the | 
anteroom saying they would await 
Casey's reply. 

“I told them I would be glad to mail j 
their letter,” Williams said as he was ' 
escorted from his office by security 
guards an hour and a half later, 
Inside the office, paintings rested on 
the floor and furniture was tagged 
with moving-company stickers. Wi)- 
liams said the CIA was leaving the 
city “for economy reasons.” 

During the sit-in, the protestors 
politely refused several requests by 
security guards that they leave, ate 
sandwiches and nuts and sang a Nic- 
araguan peasant song. 

“I think as children of the light we 
need to bring light to this dark place 
and expose the evil,” said demonstra- 
tor Raymond Torres, a staff member 
of Calvary United Methodist Church 
in West Philadelphia, shortly before 
he was evicted for violating building 
regulations. , 
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5. bean orce in Pee 


By HEDRICK SMITH 
Special to The New York Times 


: If Needed, Officials Report 
| 
| . 


WASHINGTON, April 21— The Pen-” 


| tagon is now in a position to assume a 
| corabat role in Centra] America should 
| President Reagan give the order, in the 


in the field and the repid development 
of a network of bases in Honduras. 

A year ago, the Pentagon reported a 
total of about 1%) American military 


view of military specialists and mem- , advisers in El Salvador and Honduras. 


bers of Congress. 


| Today, the number has increased more 
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They say the Defense Department ji than tenfold. By Government count, ' 


has achieved this state of readiness 
over the last year through the coordi- 
nated buildup of United States forces in 
the region and construction of new 
militaryinstallations. - is 
“What has been set up is a forward 
base structure that enables the U.S. ! 
| South Command in Panama to act. 
i quickly if they have to,” said Edward | 
| L. King, a retired Army lieutenant | 
‘ colonel who formerly served as liaison 


for the Joint Chiefs of Staff with the |: 


Inter-American Defense Board. 
“Now.” he said, “they can operate in 
Central America without having to op- 
erate out of Panama, which goes 
against the political grain of the Pana- 
_manian Government.” 
.. The President and Secretary of De- 
fense Caspar W. Weinberger have both 
Said repeatedly they had no plans to 
send United States soldiers to fight a 
war in El Salvador or Nicaragua. But 
over the last year the guerrilla forces 
in E] Salvador have increased their 
strength and scale of operation, holding 
off the Salvadoran Army and pushing 
the United States toward deeper in- 
volvement. 

Last spring, when Mr. Reagan was 
appealing for public support for his 
policies in Central America, he prom- 
ised in a speech on March 10, 1983, not 
to ‘‘“Americanize the war” by sending a | 
lot of combat advisers or by commit- : 
ting American soldiers to combat. He | 
has kept his pledge not to send United 
States fighting units into action. 


New Bases in Honduras 


’ But critics in Congress contend that 
the Administration is being drawn in 
that direction. The last year has 
brought a dramatic expansion of the 
United States presence and role in Cen- 
tral America. It has seen a gradual 
growth of United States involvement in 
actua] operations in El Salvador and 
Nicaragua, the first reported incidents. 
of Americans coming under hostile fire 


-two countries and 800 


Conducted by Navy © 


roughly 1,800 American military per- 


sonnel are on continuous duty in those 


Tary exercise.” “3 


Americans now fly regular tactical . 


missions over El Salvador, man radar 
outpests that scan Nicaraguan waters 
and airspace and work closely with Sal- 


tested provinces, where they must 


carry more arms than last year be-- 


cause of their increased exposure. 

. The operations of the Central Intelli- 
gence Apency have grown, Adminis- 
tration and Congressional sources say, 
to a point where the three Nicaraguan 
rebel forces it arms and finances now 


total 15,000, nearly triple their size in | Gootral America is largely dictated by, 
; Military concerns,” commented Sena-' 
‘tor Jeff Bingaman, a New Mexico 


Six airfields in Honduras have been 
built or improved by United States 
Army engineers or Navy Seabees at a 


eaciy 1983....... 


cost of more than $50 million; two more i 


are now being ‘built. They serve as 
landing and jump-off points for thou- 
sands of United States troops engaged 


They also serve as supply depots for 
Nicaraguan rebels, officials say pri- 
vately,.... yt: : fn ot 


“0 


ame | 


The Navy, which has also made a vis- 


‘ible show of force, is now conducting its 


most extensive exercise in the Carib- 
bean this year. This maneuver, called 
Ocean Venture I, began Friday and 


‘will eventually deploy 350 ships led by 
the aircraft carrier America and in-. 
‘ volve 30,000 American servicemen. .° 

_ “I don’t think a year ago outside of. 
the Administration we had any inkling 


all vi'this was coming,” said Repre 
sentative Michael D. Barnes, a Mary- 
land Democrat and prominent critic of 


Administration policy. ‘‘There is a con-- 
_Stant continued escalation of the war 


Gown there and since we’re running it, 
there’s been a constant escalation of 


our activities.” 


- partment-had recently begun L 
‘ porate gee) plans one possible use 0: 
mt “combat troops. In what they called a 
eee : Significant shift in Pentagon thinking, | 
ithe Defense 


00400040001-2 


* 
“Weve “iy 2a gill NTR wl as 


consistently: 
about where we we 


headed,’’ Mr. 


_ Barnes went on. ‘They do seem to 
; Want to keep the direct involvement of 


U.S. personnel out of it, but the line 
they have drawn appears to be difficult 
to adhere to.” 

Facing renewed questions about the 
Administration’s intentions, Defense 
Secretary Weinberger on April & re 
asserted the Administration’s position, 
that there was “‘no plan, no strategy, no, 
thought of putting U.S. combat troops’’| 
into Central America. ; 

Significant Policy Shift Reported 
_ He said the Pentagon had no contin- 
gency plans for using American com- 
bat forces, but other high-ranking Pen- 
tagon officials said the ae ped De- 


ent, they said, 
has adopted the political policy of being 


‘ prepared to use combat troops if leftist 


forces cannot ‘be defeated: any other 


vacoran brigade commanders in con- 1 Wey. 


Within the Administration and on 
Capitol Hill, the steady expansion of 
the American military role is seen as a 
deliberate strategy promoted by some 
senior military commanders with sup- 
port ee igi civilian Ca erat out- 
flanking the slower-moving diplomacy 
of the State Department. . oo 

“I think American policy toward. 


Democrat, expressing a view widely 
held on Capitol Hill. 
“The military, mainly in the South 


: Command, has a fairly well thought- 
, out, long-range plan,” said Mr. Binga- 
a of quick-notice military ex. ° man, @ critic of Administration policy. 
ercises or larger, longer war games... , diplomatic strategy in the region has 


“The Administration’s lack of any real 
meant that the military strategy of in- 


. Creasing our pressure has taken the 


: place of a foreign policy down there.” 


Area Commander a Key Advocate 
‘ The most vigorous proponent of the 


military buildup, officials say, is Gen- 


eral Paul F. Gorman, commander of 
the Southern Command with headquar- 
ters in Panama, an officer with a repu- | 
tation as a hard-charging, vocal anti-: 
‘Communist.and with command author- : 
ity over all military operations in Cen-: 
tralAmerica. © : 

Other important advocates of the 
‘buildup in the Administration are re- 
ported to be Gen. Wallace T. Nutting, 
commander of the Readiness -Com- | 
‘mand based in Tampa, Fla., and Lieut. : 
Gen. Robert L. Schweitzer, a former 
Reagan White House national security | 
aide who is now chairman of the Inter. ' 
American Defense Board affiliated: 
with the Organization of American. 
States. | 


Continued 
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Showdown on covert financing 


23 April 1984 


selina 


a crucial test for Reagan policy 


By Richard Whitmire 
end Mike Connolly 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON — Congress re- 
turns Tuesday from the Easter re- 
cess to continue a battle with the 
White House over covert aid to re- 
bels fighting the Marxist government 
in Nicaragua. 

At the heart of the feud — fueled 
by news of the ClA-directed mining 
of Nicaraguan harbors — is a White 
House request for $2! million more 
‘in covert funds for anti-Sandinista 
guerrillas. Congress already has ap- 
propriated $24 million this year for 
covert funds, but the administration 
savs that is not enough. 

The mining controversy has led to 
calis for the resignation of CIA Direc- 
tor Williarn Casey. It may also kill 


ae ee, 


the aid to the rebels and hurt the $62 
million in emergency military ald ~ 


for E) Salvador. 

House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill 
savs he is opposed to the addition- 
a} funds for the Nicaraguan contras. 
Faced with such a mood in Congress, 
President Reagan is expected to try 


to shift the focus away from the CLA . 


and toward the Soviet-sponsored 
“crisis on our doorstep,” as he has 
described it : 

A kev foreign aid voiceis Rep. 


Clarence Long. D-Md., chairman of - 


the House Foreign Operations Ap 
propriations Subcommittee, who 
wants to wait until after May 6 for a 
decision on Salvadoran funds and 
CLA money — a proposal that seems 
to be gaining ground. That's the day 
of the presidential runoff election be- 
tween Christian Democrat Jose Na- 
poleon Duarte and rightist Roberto 
d'Aubuisson in El Salvador. 
White House spokesman 

Speakes said the administration 
would be in a bind if the money fails 


‘to win approval. “You can’t get co-. 
vert aid anywhere else except 


through appropriation.” 


Most observers think the CIA . 
‘could manage to keep the operations -: 
alive. But what happens to the 
12,000-18,000 guerrillas fighting Nic- 
aragua’s leftist government if the - 
CIA shuts down the operation? 


Democratic Force (FDN), which’ 


numbers between: 8,000 and 11,000 


and receives most of the CLA money. . 


‘The FDN, made up partly of former . 

‘Somoza National Guardsmen,’ is. 

based in Honduras. - -t 
. The other two groups are smailer, 


3 000 to 5,000 in the Democratic Rev- 


-Olutionary Alliance fighting along the 
‘Costa Rican border and 1,500 Mi-~ 
«skito Indians, active in northern Nic-: 
-aTagua: The New York Times report: 


ed Sunday that the CLA has been sup- 
plying the Democratic 


Revolutionary Alliance through air-_ 


y 


- Hardest hit of the three contra 
groups would be the. Nicaraguan: 


lifis and is airecung tne group’ $ mili- 
‘. tary strategy. 

‘ABC reported the CIA has tripled 
the number of agents in Costa Rica 


and is funneling more than $300,000 


a month to the Nicaraguan rebels. 

<.The rebels’ fate appears bal---: 
‘anced on the edge-.of congressional 
-displeasure. “I think the White House 


“could: have handled the Central 


America situation much better,” said 
Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, 
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Washington. D.C. 20505 


23 April 1984 


MEMORANDUM FOR ALL EMPLOYEES 


SUBJECT: Pursuing Excellence 


I am very pleased with the reports I have received from the 
Deputy Directors on the progress being made in following up on 
many of the suggestions you made to me in February. 


I also have drawn on your papers in preparing an expanded 
goals statement. I like to think of it as a checklist of 
principles and operating standards. I am sending a copy to 
each of you, and am particularly interested in having it used 
in orienting and indoctrinating new employees to the mission, 
Standards, and work ethic of our organization. 


{ 

{ 

i i 

Director of Central ntelli 
/ 


Attachment 
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Washington's ultimate goal, the 
CIA chief contends, is heading 
off a massive refugee crisis on 
America’s southern border, 


‘Q Mr. Casey, with 50 much attention fo- 
cuses right now on Nicaragua and the con 
tras, can you give us your assessment of 
the impact of the anti-Sandinista guerrilias? 

A They're creating a great dea) of dis- 
array and pressure on the regime. 
They've damaged the economy. Daniel 
Ortega Saavedra fleader of the Sandinis- 
ta junta] said a couple of weeks ago that 
the contres have cost them about one 
third of their expors. . -: 

The main impact, however, is to di- 
vert Sandinista leaders from supporting 
_ the insurgency in E) Salvador and bring 

pressure on them to negotiate sensibly . 
toa more peaceful situation in that 
whole area. They are perceived to be 
the threat to the peace by all the surrounding countries 
because Nicaragua is the base for supporting insurgencies 
not omy in El Salvador but in Coste Rica, Guatemale and 
Honduras as well. 

Q While the United States may want to pressure the Sandi- 
nistas to end support for Marxist guerrillas elsewhere, is that 
really the goal of the contres in Nicareguat Aren't they bent on 
overthrowing the regime? 

A Those things are always mixed. They would like to 
unseat the regime. The guestion is: What is tHe U.S. govern: 
ment’s purpose? After all, in World War II we were helping 
tbe Communists, the Rovalists, the Gaullists and everybody. 
They were all trying to get power. We didn’t care about 
that; we just wanted to get help against the Nazis. It’s an 
analogous situation we have here. Our own national inter- 

ests peed not be strictly tied to amv one group’s goals. 

Q What chance do the contras have of overthrowing the 


" Sandiniste regime? 


_ AJ think there’s no chance that they will be able to 

overthrow the government. In the resistance, you have, it is 
said, perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scattered around the 
open, unpopulated parts of the country, which is where 
gverrillas can hide. They can't go into the cities, which the 
government is protecting with tanks and 75,000 men in the 
Army, the militia and the security forces. So they're Dot 
going to overthrow that government - 

i could be—but it's a very long shot and unlikely—that 
the government would dissolve because the people would 


get fed up and fall sway from the regime. But it's hard to - 


change 2 government that operates & system of control 
where everybody in every block is counted and any strang- 
- ers who show have to explain themselves. 


Q What is your response to published reports thet the CIA © 


was invoived in the mining of the Nicsraguan ports? © 
A I can’t comment on such allegations. 
Q What about reports that the CIA is actively running this 
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mining operation with\S 
ofishore? 

A lnever comment on such reports. 

Q Are the Cubans stlll heavily in- 
volved in Nicaragua or have they reduced 
their presence there as some recent re- 
ports sugoest? 

A While the Cubans have been 
talking about lowering their presence, 
they've actually been moving in more 
people. The Cubans min the security 

" services that manage the block-popn- 
lation-contro! system. 

There are about 7,000 to 9,000 Cv- 
bans in Nicaragua including 3,000 to 
3,500 military advisers intertwined 
with the Nicaraguan military. They 


eer 


construction and health workers who 
are regularly taken back to Cuba on 
rotation. The replacements now be- 
ing sent have had military training 
and are under 40. 

As we saw in Grenade, Cuban con- 
struction workers carry rifies as well 
as shovels. There have been occasions 
where these Cuban construction 
workers joined in the Aighting in Nie- 
gragua when contras tengled with the 
Nicaraguan military. 

Q Is there any evisence that Cuba or 
the Soviet Union is ‘converting Nicaragua into a kind of strategic 
base along lines you've warned abou: in the past? 

A We were concerned about that because they were 
lengthening airfields in Nicarague to make them long 
enough to handle supersonic planes. And we know, Nicare- 
guan fliers were going to Bulgaria, to the Soviet Union and 
Cube to be trained Now, that has continved. The training 
has been compieted. We believe that MiG-23s are in Cuba 
earmarked for Nicaragua and thet Nicaraguan pilots are 
practicing in them. We believe the planes haven't been 
sent over to Ni icaragua, because they're concerned about 
our. response. - 

Q ‘How many Nicaraguan pilots have been trained? 

A We don't have an exact Agure, but it’s substantal— 
something like 40 pilots, enough to handle 2 squadron of 
planes, whieh is what we think they have in Cuba 

One thing vou've got to understand is that both the 
Soviets and the Cubans go to great lengths to keep their 
military support for Nicaragua quiet and ambiguous. The 
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also have’ 5,000 to- 6,000 teachers, - 


heavy Soviet weapons come largely in Bulgarien and Alge- | 


rian ships. Soviet and Cuban ships bring in the lighter stu 
roixed with commercial cargo. We have intelligence that 


the Cubans in Nicarague shave their mustaches and hide 


their dog tags. They are mixed in with Nicaraguan units, 


not kept in separate Cuban formetions that could be 


identified. 
_ Q You mentioned ‘that an objective of the contras was to 
Givert the Sandinistes trom their support of the Marxist guerrii- 


jas in El Salvador. Are they having an. ee on the flow of | 


supplies to the Salvadoran rebels? 

' A&A Oh, they certainly have had an impact, ieeaek it’s 
hard to quantify. To start off with, the Nicaraguans have to 
use their weapons and ammunition to Aght.the contras 


‘instead of sending them to El Salvador to Aght the govern, 
" ment. That's got to have an impact The supphes are. still 


coming in from Nicarague, but we think it's in reduced 
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Washington’s ultimate goal, the £ : 
CIA chief contends, is heading 
off a massive refugee crisis on 
America’s southern border. 


G Mr. Casey, with so much attention fo- 
cused right now on Nicaragua and the con- 
tras, can you give us your assessment of 
the impact of the antli-Sandinista guerrillas? 

A They’re creating a great deal of dis- 
array and pressure on the regime. 
They’ve damaged the economy. Daniel 
Ortega Saavedra [leader of the Sandinis- 
ta junta] said a couple of weeks ago that 
the contras have cost them about one 
third of their exports. 

The main impact, however, is to di- 
vert Sandinista leaders from supporting 
the insurgency in El Salvador and bring 
pressure on them to negotiate sensibly 
to a more peaceful situation in that 
whole area. They are perceived to be eae 
the threat to the peace by all the surrounding countries 
because Nicaragua is the base for supporting insurgencies 
not only in El Salvador but in Costa Rica, Guatemala and 
Honduras as well. 

Q. While the United States may want to pressure the Sandi- 
nistas to end support for Marxist guerrillas elsewhere, Is that 
really the goal of the contras in Nicaragua? Aren't they bent on 
overthrowing the regime? ‘ 

A Those things are always mixed. They would like to 
unseat the regime. The question is: What is tHe U.S. govern- 
ment’s purpose? After all, in World War II we were helping 
the Communists, the Royalists, the Gaullists and everybody. 
They were all trying to get power. We didn’t care about 
that; we just wanted to get help against the Nazis. It’s an 
analogous situation we have here. Our own national inter- 
ests need not be strictly tied to any one group’s goals. 

Q. What chance do the contras have of overthrowing the 
Sandinista regime? ; 

A I think there’s no chance that they will be able to 
overthrow the government. In the resistance, you have, it is 
said, perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scattered around the 
open, unpopulated parts of the country, which is where 
guerrillas can hide. They can’t go into the cities, which the 
government is protecting with tanks and 75,000 men in the 
Army, the militia and the security forces. So they’re not 
going to overthrow that government. 

It could be—but it’s a very long shot and unlikely—that 
the government would dissolve because the people would 
get fed up and fall away from the regime. But it’s hard to 
change a government that operates a system of control 
where everybody in every block is counted and any strang- 
ers who show have to explain themselves. 

Q What is your response to published reports that the CIA 
was Involved in the mining of the Nicaraguan ports? 

A I can’t comment on such allegations. 

Q What about reports that the CIA Is actively running this 
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mining operation with a mother ship 
offshore? 

A Inever comment on such reports. 

Q Are the Cubans still heavily in- 
volved in Nicaragua or have they reduced 
their presence there as some recent re- 
ports suggest? 

A While the Cubans have been 
talking about lowering their presence, 
they've actually been moving in more 
people. The Cubans run the security 
services that manage the block-popu- 
lation-control system. : 

There are about 7,000 to 9,000 Cu- 
bans in Nicaragua including 3,000 to 
3,500 military advisers intertwined 
with the Nicaraguan military. They 
also have 5,000 to 6,000 teachers, 
construction and health workers who 
are regularly taken back to Cuba on 
rotation. The replacements now be- 
ing sent have had military training 
and are under 40. 

As we saw in Grenada, Cuban con- 
struction workers carry rifles as well 
as shovels. There have been occasions 
where these Cuban construction 


aragua when coniras tangled with the 
Nicaraguan military. 

: Q. Is there any evidence that Cuba or 
the Soviet Union !s converting Nicaragua into a kind of strategic 
base along lines you've warned about in the past? 

A We were concerned about that because they were 
lengthening airfields in Nicaragua to make them long 
enough to handle supersonic planes. And we know, Nicara- 
guan fliers were going to Bulgaria, to the Soviet Union and 
Cuba to be trained. Now, that has continued. The training 
has been completed. We believe that MiG-23s are in Cuba 
earmarked for Nicaragua and that Nicaraguan pilots are 
practicing in them. We believe the planes haven’t been 
sent over to Nicaragua, because they’re concerned about 
our response. 

GQ. -How many Nicaraguan pilots have been trained? 

A We don’t have an exact figure, but it’s substantial— 
something like 40 pilots, enough to handle a squadron of 
planes, which is what we think they have in Cuba. 

One thing you’ve got to understand is that both the 
Soviets and the Cubans go to great lengths to keep their 
military support for Nicaragua quiet and ambiguous. The 
heavy Soviet weapons come largely in Bulgarian and Alge- 
rian ships. Soviet and Cuban ships bring in the lighter stuff 
mixed with commercial cargo. We have intelligence that 
the Cubans in Nicaragua shave their mustaches and hide 
their dog tags. They are mixed in with Nicaraguan units, 
not kept in separate Cuban formations that could be 
identified. 

Q You mentioned that an objective of the contras was to 
divert the Sandinistas from thelr support of the Marxist guerrll- 
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workers joined in the fighting in Nic-- 


Jas In El Salvador. Are they having an impact on the flow of | 


suppiles to the Salvadoran rebels? : 

A Oh, they certainly have had an impact, though it’s 
hard to quantify. To start off with, the Nicaraguans have to 
use their weapons and ammunition to fight the contras 
instead of sending them to El Salvador to fight the govern- 
ment. That’s got to have an impact. The supplies are. still 
coming in from Nicaragua, but we think it’s in reduced 
CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2 Continued 
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the Army are having to pay greater attention to de 
with the internal resistance, which means that ee s 
much less attention they can give to exporting revolution. 
But I can’t be very much more specific than that. 

Q if Nicaragua !s being forced to divert Its attention from El 
Salvador, why do the Marxist guerrillas In E! Salvador seem to 
have been gaining In recent montha? 

A Well, they might be doing better without that diver- 
sion. We do know that the Salvadoran guerrillas have been 
able to increase their numbers by training and arming 
some of their support people. At the same time, we have 
pretty good reporting that they're short of ammunition and 
they’re short of funds and they’re not as effective as they 
would be if Nicaraguan support were unimpaired. 

Also, the Salvadoran Army has been getting more effec- 
tive. Before the period leading up to the elections, the 

Army had the guerrillas pretty well broken up and pushed 
back into their bases in mountainous areas. 

Q. How do you reconclie your claim that the Salvadoran Army 
is getting better with the constant criticism that it's still too 
Incompetent to make headway agalnst the guerrillas? 

A It has a lot of deficiencies but it is improving steadily 
through better training, better leadership, more-aggressive 
tactics and more-sustained operations. It needs more mobil- 
ity. It is not a perfect world, and there is still plenty of room 
for improvement. That can be said about any army. 

The main problem in El Salvador from the military stand- 
point is this: As a rule of thumb, experts say that an army 
needs an 8 or 10 to 1 advantage to win a guerrilla war. Look 
at the Nicaraguan Army and militia—75,000 men under 
arms—and they are unable to cope with 15,000 contras. 
Now the ratio of the Salvadoran Army to the guerrillas is 
something like 4 to 1, and the guerrillas have a safe haven, a 
supply and a command- and-control base right across the 
border in Nicaragua. Given that situation, the Salvadoran, 
Army is not doing badly. 

The only way you're going to resolve the conflict in El 
Salvador is if two things happen: You have to deprive the 
guerrillas of their safe haven and further reduce the flow of 
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pirag | War. “Prevailing ‘opinion, is that in. 16. Jong. |. 
thé Iranians have some important advantages’, shat 


to 40 percent to improve the ratio of Army to gue 
Q How do you handie the growing pressure in Congress to 


cut off milltary ald to El Salvador If the death squads continue to © 


operate there? Why Is the Salvadoran government unwiliing or 
unable to deal with the death squade? 

A I think it’s a cultural problem. It’s a violent society like 
most of the societies down there. Everybody talks about the 
right-wing death squads. During recent months, most of 
the assassination victims have been supporters of the Ro- 
berto D’Aubuisson movement, the so-called right wing. So 
there are left-wing death squads. The guerrillas practice 
intimidation, and they slaughter people as they did in Viet- 
nam. It’s a civil war. And they also have this special kind of 
free-lance, nongovernmental death squad that practices re- 
venge. That works both ways right across the society. 

Besides that, the judicial system in El Salvador leaves 


much to be desired. They have a hard time getting any ; 


convictions. But basically what we’re talking about is 
whether our primary purpose is to establish a better society 
in E) Salvador, which isn’t likely to happen quickly under 
present circumstances, or to protect the security interests 
of the United States and give Salvadoran democracy a 
chance to develop. 

QO. Are you worried that Central America will become a major 
issue in the political campalgn and undermine popular support 
for the administration's strategy there? 

A I think that people i in the Jong run are less concerned 
about reports of mining Nicaraguan harbors than they are 
about the danger of creating a wave of immigration into 
this country if Central America or any part of it should fall 
under Soviet-Cuban domination. If we have another.Cuba 
in Central America, Mexico will have a big problem and 


we're going to have a massive wave of immigration. The © 


effort to prevent this from happening is not going to excite 
Americans as much as the threat they would face if things 
go wrong. 

Also, I think people are concerned about the military 
danger, If the Communists solidify their hold-on Nicaragua, 
the other countries down there would have to accommo- 
date in some way. The Communists would next be looking 
at Mexico, to find problems that they specialize in exploit- 
ing. So what you ’re looking at for your children and your 
grandchildren is a long-term prospect of a hundred million 
hostile people immediately south of our border if we fail to 
give democracy a chance to develop in Central America. 

Q To turn to the other spot thet worries Americans—the 
Middle East: What fs the likelihood of an Iranian victory In the 
war with lraq? 

A The Iragis should be able to stave off this current 
offensive because they have such a preponderance of air 
power and artillery and tank power. But the Iranians have 
the numbers; they have the staying power; they’ve got the 
economic resources. The Iragis are in bad shape economi- 
cally. They’ve also got a big Shia population with religious 
ties to Iran.-I think the prevailing opinion is that in the long 
run the Iranians have some important advantages. 

Q What dangers might the United States face If Iran does 
win? 

A If Iran prevails and a radical Shiite regime is estab- 
lished in Baghdad similar to the Khomeini regime in Tehe- 
ran, there are a lot of people they could turn loose against 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the guif states, which have sup- 
ported Iraq. 

The Iranians are in a vengeful frame of mind. We have 
seen what they can do with the terrorist attacks on the 
American Embassy in Kuwait and the Marine barracks in 
Beirut. They are taking people from those gulf states to 
camps in Teheran for terrorist training e sending them 
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back. So already they have a 


pretty potent subversive poten- 
tial in those small countries. 

Q What wouid the United States 
do if Iran moved agalnst these oll 
states in the gulf region? 

A I can’t speculate on that. 
The U.S. government said that 
we would keep the Strait of Hor- 
muz open. As to something hap- 
pening in one or another of these 
countries around the gulf, any re- 
action, I would suppose, would 
depend upon the circumstances 
at the tire. 

Q That brings up the problem of 
state-sponsored terrorism that Sec- 
retary of State Shultz has been talk- 
ing about: What can the United 
States do to counter terrorism 
sponsored by Iran and other gov- 
ernments—assassinate their peo- 
ple, bomb their capitals or what? 

A Don’t put words in my 
mouth. As Secretary Shultz said, 
we're dealing with a new phe- 
nomenon in state-sponsored ter- pee BS ar 4 
rorism—a new weapons system 
that obliterates the distinction 
between peace and war. 


se 


The Iranians use their diplomatic facilities as a platform 


to make revolutionary guards, communications facilities 
and money available for terrorist planning and action. 
They’ve attacked us twice in Beirut—the American Embas- 
sy and the Marine barracks. They turn up in many coun- 
tries in Africa, Asia and Europe, and we are likely to see 
them here. They send their missionaries across the whole 
Moslem world, from Morocco to Malaysia and Indonesia, 
preaching Khomeini’s brand of radical religious-social gos- 


Contras: “Perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scattered 
around the unpopulated parts of the country.” 


¥ 


pel. It’s a force that we’re going to have to reckon with in 


many dimensions. 

Q But what can you do about it? Do you get into the business 
of assassinating terrorist leaders? 2 

A We don't engage in assassinations. We have to depend 


on a combination of strong security measures and interna- °* 
tional cooperation to deter and defeat terrorism. “ 
Let's look at the problem of state-sponsored terrorism* 


and international terrorism in a little more detail. There 
are more than 50 major terrorist organizations, and hun- 
dreds of mom and pop shops—little groups that take on 
operations for hire. We can count scores of terrorist-train- 
ing camps in Iran, Libya, Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria, the 
Soviet Union, Romania, Cuba and other bloc countries, 

Now, there are several things you can do to cope with 
this kind of terrorism. You can handle it by defending 
yourself, defending potential targets. That’s pretty tough 
because you haven’t got enough policemen to protect ev- 
ery target and you don’t know where they’re going to hit. 

So we are engaged in helping security organizations in a 
great many countries to improve their training and opera- 
tional proficiency. These countries have their own intelli- 
gence capabilities to watch the terrorists. They’re apt to be 
better at it than we are because they’ve got to live with 
them all the time and they’re closer to them. A qualified 
antiterrorist network has developed through the liaison 
relationship between intelligence and security organiza- 
tions. It is being improved by intensified intelligence ex- 
changes and by training and other forms of assistance. 

On top of that, there’s a question of deterring terrorism 


RO00400040001-2 
by sending the message that if 
the terrorists attack there will be 
retaliation. It’s not necessarily a 


the terrorists. The Israelis, for ex- 
ample, send the message: “If 
we're hit from your territory, 
that’s your responsibility and 
we're going to kick you in the 
teeth somehow.” I think you will 
see more of that—retaliation 
against facilities connected with 
the country sponsoring the ter- 
rorists or retaliation that just 
hurts the interests of countries 
which sponsor terrorism. 

Some people say that you've 
_got to find out who the terrorists 
are and make sure you hit the 
people who hit you. Well, usually 
that means you're not going to do 
it at all. If retaliation is going to 
be a deterrent, the countries 
sponsoring terrorism have got to 
know it’s going to happen quick- 

y ly and with certainty. 

Now, there’s a third way to 
handle state-sponsored terrorism 
which, in my view, needs to be 
developed faster. 

Q What’s that alternative way? 

A That’s a kind of international, diplomatic counterof- 
fensive against international terrorism. In effect, it would 
apply a modern version of the 18th-century international 
law on piracy that charged every nation with responsibility 
for picking up pirates and putting them away where they 
could do no more harm. It’s a little hard to get acceptance 
of that in today’s world, and I’m not quite sure just how you 
would implement it. , 

But nations could join together to invoke economic sanc- 
tions against and isolate diplomatically countries, such as 
Iran and Libya, that practice terrorism as a matter of state 
policy. They could collaborate more intensively on the 
screening and surveillance at entry and departure points of 
travelers and visitors suspected of terrorist connections. 
They could agree to respond more quickly and surely to 
requests from other countries for extradition and assistance. 

So there are three ways you can deal with state-spon- 


sored terrorism short of sending out hit squads. You can ' 


defend, you can retaliate and you can impose international 
barriers and sanctions of a nonviolent nature. 

Q. If we can turn finally to the Soviet Union: What, as you see 
it, has been the effect of the change in leadership there from 
Andropov to Chernenko? 

A Minimal. Chernenko is clearly a transitional leader, 
but nobody knows whether he’s going to be around six 
months, two years or five years, and it doesn’t make much 
difference. We predicted that China’s Mao Tse-tung would 
die 20 times before they finally buried him. So we are very 
shy about predicting how long Chernenko will last. 

My view is that under the Soviet system today everything 
is worked out in a collegial way. Certainly with this kind of 
short-term leader, no one man is going to have the power 
to make a drastic change of direction. And there’s no reason 
to assume that when Chernenko goes, the situation will 
change. What you’ve got in the Soviet Union is a generation 
of septuagenarians who are reluctant to forfeit their perqui- 
sites by passing power. to a younger generation. They’re 
intent on hanging on to power. O 
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Ronald Reagan pays a political price for the CIA’s mining of Nicaraguan ports. 


/ hen Barry Goldwater is angry, he 
sounds off, and last week the crusty 
Anzona Republican was in a towering rage. 
He had just discovered that the United 
States had taken a direct hand in mining the 
harbors of Nicaragua. As chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, Goldwater 
thought someone should have told him 
about that before he read it in the newspa- 
pers. The result was a “Dear Bill” letter to 
CIA Director William Casey, a broadside 
studded with the kind of expletives that 
Statesmen normally delete from their for- 
mal correspondence. “All this past week- 
end, I've been trying to figure out bow I 
can most easily tell you my feelings,” 
Goldwater began. “It gets down to one 
little, simple phrase: I am pissed off! The 
75-year-old senator recalled that Ronald 
Reagan “has asked us to back his foreign 
policy.” “Bill,” Goldwater demanded, 
“how can we back his foreign policy when 
we don’t know what the hell he is doing?” 
Goldwater wrote that the mining was “an 
act oF war. For the life of me, I don’t see how 
we are going to explain it.” 


The chairman’s anger was understanda- 
ble. Casev is a world-class mumbler who 
believes in telling his congressional over- 
seers as little as possible (page 24), Briefing 
Goldwater’s committee last month, he ap- 
parently lefi some members with the im- 
pression that Nicaraguan contras, the U.S.- 
supported rebels, had acted on their own in 
planting the mines. The House Intelligence 
Committee was better informed. And when 
it turned out that CLA agents had directed 
the operation, no one in Congress should 
have been surprised: who else would have 
put the contras up to it? But hell has no fury 
like a senator unwarned. After Goldwater's 
blistering complaint, the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate overwhelmingly passed a 
nonbinding resolution urging that po more 
U.S. funds be spent to mine Nicaraguan 
ports. The House of Representatives fol- 
lowed suit, and then Congress adjourned 
for Easter without voting a penny for the 
contras—or for Reagan’s clients in El 
Salvador. 

To some extent, last week’s dispute be- 
tween Congress and the White House was 


’ 


Just “another Washington story,” as one of 
Reagan’s men put it. In his weekly radio 
broadcast, the president himself com- 
plained that ‘‘much of the debate has ig- 
nored the most relevant fact: Centra] Amer- 
ica has become the stage for a bold attempt 
by the Soviet Union, Cuba and Nicaragua to 
install communism by force throughout 
this hemisphere.” The administration de- 
cided to draw on emergency funds to keep 
E] Salvador’s Army in the field. And al- 
though Washington said it had pulled the 
plug on the Nicaraguan mining operation, 
the contras weren’t about to go out of busi- 
ness overnight. Reagan’s crusadein Central - 
America was far from lost, and most of his _ 
countrymen didn’t seem to care much what 
he did there, as Jong as U.S. troops were not 
caught up in the fighting. 

Poor Timing: Even so, the Nicaraguan 
mining flap could haunt Reagan in this 
election year. “It’s the wrong issue for us,” 
complained a White House aide, “and com- 
ing after everything else we've done wrong 
lately, it couldn't be more poorly timed.” 
The wrangle with Congress may have put 
an end to any lingering hope for a bipartisan — 
U.S. policy on Central America. The min- 
ing episode revived the old image of Reagan 
as a irigger-happy gunfighter. And when 
Washington tried to prevent Nicaragua 
from taking its grievances to the World 
Court, Reagan appeared to be flouting in- 
ternational] law, to boot. ; 

Consequences: Worst of all, the confusion 
over what was going on in Nicaragua cast 
new doubt on the administration’s compe- 
tence in the management of foreign policy. | 
Apparently neither Reagan nor his top | 
advisers had given much thought to the 
consequences of mining Nicaraguan har- 
bors. Sources said Secretary of State George 
Shultz had some doubts about the wisdom 
of the operation but chase not 10 take a 
stand against it. The ensuing international 
furor, including complaints from friends 
like Britain and France, took the adminis- 
tration by surprise. As a result, many in 
Congress who agreed with Reagan's objec- 
tives disparaged his methods. “The issue 
isn’t whether we're going to fight for our 
interests in Central America,” Democratic 
Rep. David Obey of Wisconsin said during 
last week’s debate. “The issue is, are we 
going to fight smart or fight stupid?” So far, 
the administration didn’t look smart. 
“About the best thing you can say,” ad- 
mitted one Reagan adviser, “is that we look 
like we don’t know what we’re doing.” 
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An Exercise 
ia Delicate 
Harassment 


Washington's aim was to cause | 


minimum damage without 
drawing blood. It turned out 
to be easier said than done. ) 


The mining of Nicaragua's three ma- | 


jor ports by American-financed guerril- 
las directed by the Central Intelligence 
Agency had e delicately calibrated ob- 
jective: To disrupt commercial ship- 
bing without sinking large vessels or 
costing lives. ; 
That mission—termed “harassment 
mining” by U.S. intelligence officials — 
hes sunk three Nicaraguan fishing 
boats end dameged a dozen merchant 
freighters fom six countnes, including 
the Sowiet Union, Britain and Japan. 
Some 15 crewmen have been injured. 


Comraundos operating at night in ; 


small speedboats laid hundreds of i 


mines in the harbors at El Blof on : 


Nicaragua’s Caribbean coast and at 
Puerto Sandino and Corinto on the Pa- 


eet oe ren 


guae’s Sandinista government claims 


coastal waters up to 200 miles offshore. 

The charges planted by the counter- 
revoluponaries are described as acoustic 
mines tethered to the ocean floor and 


detonated by the sound waves of passing - 


ships. U.S. Nevy experts, discounting 
seports that the weapons are home- 
made, stress their sophistication. 


tw 


Unlike more powerful Navy mines 


that are designed to sink 
ships and are activated by the 
magnetic field surrounding 2 
vessel or by actual contact 
with its bull, acoustic mines 
can be tuned to explode 
while a ship is stil] some dis- 
tance away, thus minimizing 
the damage. 

Nevertheless, a Dutch 
dredger that encountered a 
guerrilla mine last month at 
E) Bluff is in port at Curacao 
undergoing repairs estimated 
to cost more than 1 millon 
dollars. When the Soviet oil 
tanker Lugansk bit a mine at 
Puerto Sandino, five mer- 
chant sailors were injured, 

in the bay at Corinto, 
which handles three quarters 
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of Nicaregua’s internation] trade, ex- 
plosions rocked at least nwo other cargo 
ships—e British freighter loaded with 
Nicaraguan Molasses and ¢ Japanese 
ship preparing to load cotton bales. 
bound for Tokvo's textile mills, 

These incidents Involving interns. 
Hional shippers have stirred concern 
among some that the mining could 
cause a large loss of life oy spark a 
major confrontation between Washing. 
ton and Moscow, Tesulting in 4 Wider 
conflict. American intelligence officials 
believe such an escalation is unlikely 
because of the limited explosive power 
of the mines, 

To cope with the mining threat, Nic. 
aragua has mounted a worldwide - 
search for mUN€-sweeping equipment . 
to clear its harbors. France, one of sey. 
eral U.S. allies that condemned the 
mining, offered to supply a mine 
sweeper if other European powers 
joined the effort, ( ‘ 

Meanwhile, ¢ Drimuitve mine-cleer. 
ing operation already under way: using 
nets, cables and divers hac detonated 97 
charges, the Sendinistas said. But in the 
process, 2 number of Nicaraguans have 
been injured whije dragging chains 
from shrimp boats to trigger mines. 

Chief objective. The Cl4-sponsored 
venture was aimed largely at dnvin 
Up insurance tates of international 


shippers. therebv discouragin £ trade 
with Nicaragua. 

Toward that end. harassment attacks 
against cargo ships by anti-Sandinista 


guerrillas in high-powered boats armed 
with machine guns ane rockets sun. 


pled by the CLA are liker to continue 


long after-the abandonment of the 
mining operaton. 5 
8 OPeranon. 
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Casey at the Bat 

When it comes to dealing with Congress. CLA Director 
William Casey plays a cloak-and-dageer version of “Twenty 
Ques ions""—~g)ving even the members of the authorized over- 
sight commitiees ony the most Hmiteg responses to those 
Questions they elreedy know enough to ask. Or, as one Repudti- 
can legislator said: “Casey wouldn’t tel) you if vour-coat was on 
ire—urvess vou esked him.” That grudging attitude, combined 
wiih the intellizeace chiefs way of mumbling his answers, made 
him few friends on Czpito] Hill over the Jast three years, but lest 
week's uproar over the mining of Nicaraguan ports finally 
drovghi relations between Congress and Casey to the breaking 
point—threatening his usefulness on the Hill, undermining 
support for the not-so-secret war in Nicaragua and endangering 
the larger U.S. strategy in Central America. 

Past Jeaders of the CLA, such as Director Stansfield Turner 
and Deputy Director Bobby Inman, have recognized the politi- 
ca) value of bringing Congress into their plans—in essence 
mzking them coconspirators. But even under fre last week, for 
allegedly failing to tell Congress about U.S. involvement with 
the mining, Casey wes less than forthcoming. “I do not volun- 
leer informnadion,” one participant in a closed-door briefing 
recalled him saying. “If you ask me tbe nght questions J will 
responce.” The lemisiztors were understandably furious. “lt was 
cusasirous,” s2id Tennessee's Democratic Sen. Jim Sasser. Said 
one Republicen senator: “He was arrogant, confused, unknow- 
ing [and did] 2 miserable job of explaining this problem.” 

Obfuscation: Casey is disgusted with congressional intrusion 
On the president's abilin: 10 conduct foreign policy. He does not 
bebeve that current oversight legislation requires the CLA to 
Teporl every pew tache (sucb as the mining of harbors under 

_ U.S. direction) in 2 previously approved covert operation (like 
the contre war in Nicaragua generally). And 2 reconstruction 
of the briefings be did conduct shows—art the very least-—the 
oversight sysiem’s vulnerablity to obfuscanion and confusion. 
Tbe mining began lest December and the contras were claim: 
ing credit by January. Members of the House Intelligence 
Commitiee were briefed on the operation at the end of that 
month, but the extent of U.S. involvement reguired—U.S. 
advisers and technical experts operating on 4¢°CLA “mother 
ship” ofshore—was not mentioned by Casey wor asked about. 
Members of ibe committee first learned about that in 2 
mid-March briefing by Casey, and then 
only under persistent questioning from 
Democrats Wyche Fowler of Georgia 
ané Norman Minetz of California. 

Casey first sid the mining was being 
done by “Latinos,” according 10 a com- 
mittee source. He wes asked repeatedly 
who was directing the operation, pick- 
ing the targets. “We are,” Casey finally 

“said. “We were stunned at what we bad 
beard,” szid one committee Democrat, 
“We had been informed only because 
we bad inguired ... not because they 
thoughbi it was anything they should 
‘have voluntesred.” Worse, there was 
bre they coulé do with the classified 
“information. “Once you know about it, 
who the hell can vou tell?” griped an- : 
other commities member. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee 
hac been given even Jess to work with, 
alihough the panel and its chairman, = 
Anzone's Bary Goldvéppneved for Ree 
supported the CLA: Cesey made only 
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single-sentence references to the mining in two March presente- 
Uons to that panel, and none of the senztors followed up as 
thoroughly as their House counterpans. Vermont Democrat 


Painck Leahy learned more by mussing 4 scheduled briefing and © 


getting the story later from “second ter” CLA officials. Leahy 
seys be assumed thet his collezgues on the pave] had Jearned 


2s much, but there was lime discussion of the matier among - 


them; New York Democrat Danie} Patrick Moynihan felt so 

“petrayed” by inadequate briefings that he told cobearues he 

would resign as vice chairman of the intelligence committee. 
Open Secret If the CIA’s congressionz! watchdogs really 


‘didn’t know more about the mining than they were willing to 


aGmit in last week's uproas, they certainly had reeson 10 be 
suspicious and demand more informetion—and Leaby says 
menobers of the oversight committees must immerse. themselves 
More deeply in the process. But eny covert operation thet 
Tequires “bands on” involvement of U.S. personne] seems im- 
portant enough for the CLA tc point oui to the intelligence 
comumnittess. Indeed, some congressmen Say they may insist on 
amended oversight legislation requiring more complete report- 


" Ne 24 gg Sp cee Baas 
SESS aes pan of the $2] million Reagan wants for 
the open-secret war in Nicarague. 


As for Bill Casey, his old pal the presi- 


‘Congress is likely to be more hostile than 
ever. Even conservative veterans of the 
intelligence community—pleased by 
Casey’s ability to pump up the CLA 
budget—are becoming upset over dam- 
age done to the agency's credibility by 
ham-hended covert action and running 
bates with Congress. Afier a luncheon 
attended by several hundred former in- 
telligence officers 2t Bolling Air Force 
Base Jast week, one former senior official 
reported: “Lf you bad taken a vote there 
on whether Casey should resign... the 
results would have been ‘Godspeed’.” 
“ DAVID M. ALPERN prh 
GLOR14 BORGER JOHN ). LINDSAY und 
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The director: J do not volunieer’ 


thelr baat 
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U.S. trainers in Honduras: Should Congress know everything? © 


ing by the CLA before they epprove even ~ 


Gent remzins firmly behind him, but - : 
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Congress bitterly rebukes Reagan after reports of CIA-directed 


The physical damage 
“Tough! so far by the 
mines thal conire guer- 
| siles took responsibilty 
for sowing inside the 
harbors of Marxist Nic- 
arague woul herdiv be 


- Douced in a declared war, The highest re- 


ported tally: six Nicaraguan vessels and 
six ships of five other nations damaged 
but none confirmed sunk; ten sailors sen- 
ous} injured bui no one killed, 

The political damage caused by the 
mining and by subsequent revelations 
that the American Clas had directed and 
supervised ji from 2 mother ship off Nica- 
Teguz’s Pacific coasi is on another order of 
magnitude altogether. A troublesome rift 
hes opened in the nation’s alliances, svm- 
bohzed by 2 French ofer to belp sweep 
ibe mines from Nicareguarn waters. The 
US. bas been put on the defensive in 
worlé forums, first casting 2 veto in the 
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| Congressional critics: House Speaker O'Neill: Senator Goldwater 


Executive targets: Preside 


United Nations Security Council agzinst 
@ complaint by Nicaragua's Sandinista 
government about the mining and other 
U.S.-financed contra activities. then de- 
clarning Jest week that the U.S. wi) not ac- 
cept the jurisdiction of the World Coun 
on protests fled by Nicaragua. 

But the loudest and by far most sen- 
ous detonation of all went off in Congress. 
Enraged by a feeling that they had been 
misled about the Administration’s Cen- 
tra} American policy, and deeply worried 
about where that policy is Jeading, the 
Senate passed by a landslide vote of 84 10 
12 a nonbinding resolution demanding 
thal no U.S. money be used to mine Nica- 
Taguan waters. Arizone Republican Barry 
Goldwater voiced his collezrues’ anger 
2né dismay in an asionishingly pungent 
letter to Cla Director William Casey. Szid 
Mr. Conservative: “I am pissed off ... 
The President has asked us to beck his 
foreign, policy. Bill, how can we back his 
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minelaying 


| foreign policy when we don’t know what 
the hell be is Going? Lebanon. yes, we all 
knew that he seni wroops over tbere. But 
: mine the harbors of Niceraguz”? This is en 
act Violating international law. liisan act 
of war. For the life of me, I don't see how 
We 2T€ Boing Lo taplain it.” 

The fury of the response was startling 
The mining was anything but secret, sus- 
picions of CLA involvement were world- 


offered Congress at Jeasi the opportunity 
lo confirm them before the press did. 
Nonetheless, though Goldwater inexpli- 
cably voted egzinst the antiminineg resolu- 
lion, which wes offered by Messachusetts 
Democrat Ted Kennedy, 42 of the Sen- 
ale’s controlling Republicans, including 
even Reagan's friend end campzigen 
chairman. Pau! Laxeh of Nevadz, vowed 
for i. Crowe Californie Democrat Alan 
Cransion: “The President asked for e bik 
partisan foreign policy. He's now goi iL.” 
Reagan supporiers closed ranks 10 makez 
House vove on an identica! resolution 
closer and more partisan, but sull it 


junta: “We epprecieie the effons. the 
Unites Stzies Congress has made against 
the undeclared war the United Sistes is 
waging against Nicaragua.” 

U the congressionz! redellion slopped 
bere, the White House could live with its 
consequences, Administration officials 
insisied that the mining had ceased more 
than 2 week before the Senate vole, and it 
woulé not have been resumed in any case. 
Reagan's supporers even struck 2 dea) 
with Kennedy, under which the Senator 
withdrew 2 motion condemning U.S. re- 
fusal io accept World Coun jurisdiction 
op Central American questions. and the 


White House in return made no efion to | 


defea: the enuminine resolution. 


ul Igny Senators enc Represen- 


Nicareguan contras, crippling if 
nol ending the guerrilla wer they are W2p- 
ing inside Nicerague. There the fighting 
intensified last week. with. the conrras 
launching coordinated attacks from 
across the Honduran border in the north 
and along the swempv Cosi2 Ricen bor- 


Ger 10 the south. Fighting wes especially” 


wide, and Administration briefings had. 


passed, 281 10 111. Seid Denie] Onege 
Saavedre, coordinator of the Sandinista: 


lzlives zre determined to go fur- | 
ther and cut of all U.S. 2id to the 


flerce zt the scvthern town of San Juan-- 


Get Norte, where the rebels were hoping 


lo establish 2 prdévisional government. 


Contra commenders told TIME thal they 
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The CIA’s Nicaraguan mining caper is Producing an 
ironic result: U.S.-backed rebels rather than the 
Sandinista regime may end Up as the real victims. 


A political storm that struck with the 
suddenness and fury of a spring torna- 
Go has left the Reagan administration’s 
Central America policy in disarray. 

Congressional] support for the “‘se- 
cret war” against Nicaragua's Sandinis- 
ta regimne shows signs of disintegrating. 
Furtber military aid for EF) Salvador is 
in jeopardy, : 

A shift in sentiment among Europe: 
en allies toward greater sympathy for 
U.S. strategy in Central Americz has 
been reversed, with Washington on 
the moral defensive worldwide. 

The damage, in the view of Republi- 
can es wel! as Democratic lawmakers, 
hes been largely self-inflicted by the 
administration. - 


Thunderclap. What set of the storm | 


was the disclosure that the Central In- 
telligence Agency has directly support- 
ed the mining of Niceraguan harbors. 
Ships of at least six nations, including a 


- Soviet tanker, have been damaged. 


While it has been willing to finance 


en army of anti-Sandinists guerrillas in 
Nicaragua, Congress reacted with in. 
Gignation to word of the minelaying. 


| The uproar wes intensified by the 


White House's rejection of World | 
Court jurisdiction over a Nicara-’! 
goad suit to stop the mining, 

The strength of the lawmakers’ 
challenge to the edrninistration : 
was underscored by nonbinding 
resolutions—approved by the 
Senate and House—calling for an 
immediate end tc the mining. 

Before the vote, the White 
House, in en attempt to limit the 
political demage, signaled that 
the mining had been suspended and 
perhaps terminated. But there wes no 


guarantee that this would neutralize | 
the revolt against Reagan’s Central | 


America policy, The consensus among 


Capito] Hill observers is that the House | 


will reject a measure providing an ad- 
ditiona] 2) million dollars in CLA funds 
to back. the ant-Sendinista contras. 
Without more money, agency aff- 
cials say; the guerrillas will have to 


* start pulling out of Nicaragua within 


several weeks. To bypass 2 roadblock : 


om arms aid for E) Salvador 


deemed | 


vital by the White House, Reagan has _ 
diverted funds from an emergency | 


Pentagon budget. 
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Why is the controversy over mining 
suddenly threatening. to upset the ad. 
ministration's Strategy for Centra) 
America? . 

One explanation: 4 number of Jaw. 
makers, who have Supported the secret 
war in Niceragus reluctantly, felt thet 
American involvement in the mining 
crossed the line of what is more y and 
legally acceptable. 

Senator Barmy Goldwater, the vener- 
eble Republicen chairman of the Sen- 
ate Select Committee on Intelligence, 
issued the strongest protest. In a vitri- 
olic letter to CLA Director William Ce- 


sey, the Arizona Republican declared . 


that the mining “is an act violating in- 
ternational] law’. It is an act of war. 


Others in Congress were dismayed’, 


by the adminictration’s refusal to argue 


its case before the World Court. It was # 
another Republicen Senator, David | 


Durenberger of Minnesota, who took 
the lead in speaking out on this issue: 
“Let us tell the executive branch that 
Congress would no: mun fom World 


Court jurisdiction like some criminal - 


jumping bail.” 


Growing U.S. role. Even more than ” 


the Jegal end mora] Considerations, the: 
backlash 
policy stems 
thet U.S, troops mzey be drawn into 


against the administration's ! 
from renewed concern - 


oaney 


Aghting in Central America. -* 


Said Senator Edwarg Kennedy (D- 
Mess.), who led the successful attack on 
the administration's Strategy in the Sen- 
ate: “President Reagan is moving us 
_ toward war. He het moved U.S. citizens 

up to the edge of combat, end he hes 

involved U.S. citizens in the hostilities,” 
The mining incident came at 2 par- 
teularly sensitive moment, coinciding 
with published Teports of planning for 
Possible American Military interven- 
bon if necessary: to forestall] « Marxist 
victory in Central America. 

‘While Defense Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger categorically denies that 
the Pentagon is Grafting any such con- 
tingency plans, other officials say that a 
political policy hes now been accepted 
that the U.S. must be ready to send in 


. Continued 
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meagan Takes a Break From 
Furor Over Central America 


a ~ ~ounced plans to establish 2 provisional government 
By HEDRICK SMITH there Soon, an idea long favored by some Central Intelli- 


gence Agency oricials. A State Department diplomat re- 
marked warily that it was an improbeble venture and 


WASEINGTON 
Pewee, RESIDENT Reagan takes off for China today, that all Washington should do is “applaud quietly and 
Et oat dernonstreting the power and prerogative of an -- wish them well.’ The rebels, however, announced that 
ES incumbent to walk away from-frustrating dead: ~*- they had withdrawn’atter being counterattacked. ~~ -+ 


, locks back home and shift the nation’s attention 
élsewhere. As he makes his first visit to any Communist © 
country, Mr. Reagan can look forward this week to up- 
staging the Democratic Presidential contenders as well 
2s the Republicans who helped deliver a stinging rebuke 
-12 days ago over the mining of Nicaraguan harbors. 


: More C.LA, Involvement tig hey 
The operations of these Nicaraguan ‘‘contras” still 
rot] Washington. According to the latest disclosures, , 
CLA, agents supervised not only the mining of Nicara- | 
. guan harbors but also two raids last fall against oil stor- - 


Nonetheless, Central America dogs him. Congress 


has put a hold on the aid that he believes is desperately 


needed, and the growing American involvement prom- - 


ises to be a major campaign issue this fall. As the Presi- 


. dent left for the West Coast Thursday, morming papers 


cerried the news that an unarmed American helicopter 
ferrying two Democratic Senators around Honduras had 
been hit by heavy gunfire along the frontier with El Sal- 
vador end forced to Jand. Salvadoran guerrillas claimed 
responsibility and said the helicopter had flown over El 
Salvador’s Morazan Province (where they are particu- 
larly strong.) American officials acknowledged that the 
helicopter might have strayed over the poorly defined 
border. Although the two Senators escaped injury, the in- 


cident underscored the hazards of the expanding conflict. 


In Nicaragua, the possibility of still-deeper Amer- 
ican involvement arose when a group of American- 
backed rebels, the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance, 
claimed its first Nicaraguan beachhead by capturing the 
southeastern port town of San Juan del Norte. According 
to information in San José, Costa Rica, the operation was 


part oi & strategy directed by the Cl A. The rebels an- 


: 
| 
| 


"age and pipeline facilities at Puerto Sendino and Corinto. 


Even before those revelations, New York's Senator Dan- 
ie] Patrick Moynihan made the symbolic protest of re- 
signing as vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee. He charged the C.LA. had not “‘properly’’ jn- 
formed the committee about the scope of American in- 
volvement in the covert operations. In answer, the 
agency said that it had mentioned the port-mining 11 
times in briefings for Congress this year, mostly for 
House members or staff aides. Some Senators conceded 
that if their Intelligence Committee had been more alert 
and aggressive in its oversight, jt could have found out 
more on its own. - ; 

Generally, however, the Administration has decided 
that the best political tactic is to take the criticism in si- 
Jence. But President Reagan and other top officials make 
no secret of their feeling that they are being limited in 
Central America by what they ses as @ nervous, obstruc- 
tionist Congress. 

The President complained that the political debate 
on'Central America has ‘strayed too far from reality” 
and that more military aid is urgentiy needed. '‘Eco- _ 
omic assistance, aS much as some people on Capitol Hill 
would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 
threat,’ Mr. Reagan declared. ; 

For many in Congress, the basic problem is not that 
it won't deal with reality but that it feels kept in the dark 


~ about the Administration’s real goals and actions. Con- _ 
~ servativé Republicans és Well as liberal Democrats com- 
" plain about being misled. The broad outlines of the covert 


war against Nicaragua have been an open secret for 


'. months. But the disclosures about the mining and sabo- 


tage raids triggered a new public awareness of the de- 
gree of direct American involvement and altered the 


“. political chemistry this spring. The idea spread that the 
-- Administration sometimes used covert warfare to pet 


Se 


around Con § and that the C.1.A. and its controversial 


'. director, jam J. Casey, were either outrunning other 
_ policy makers or actually calling the tune on policy. Rein- 


forcing that view, officials said Jast week that the White | 
's proposed Ambassad 
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MR. CASEY- WHAT ARE you REALLY i We'RE JUST TRYING To Stor THe FLOW 
ve To IN NICARAGUA 4 OF ARMS To EL SALVADOR 


THE CONTRAS YoU FUND SAY THEYRE OUT To - “THAT WOULD STOP THE FLOW 
OVERTHROW, THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT OF ARMS 
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" By Charles R. Babeock 


Washington Post Staff Writer 


Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-0090/1R000400040001-2 


WASHINGTON POST 
22 April 1984 


Covert War in Central 


Hill 


During the summer of 1975, David F. Durenberger, an ; 


executive for a St. Paul, Minn., company that did con- 
siderable business selling ‘paints and plastics in Central 
America, received a letter from his 12-year-old son, who | 
was spending part of the summer in El Salvador. 

“He talked about the disparity between rich and poor, 
about a 250-pound cop with a machine gun,” Durenber- 
ger recalled, “It’s so obvious when you go through those 
countries, You'll see something, their version of a modern 
shopping center, and go off the edge of the parking lot 
end there’s a ravine and people living on the side of a hill 
with no running water.” — 


. Durenberger, a Republican from Minnesota who was 


elected to the U.S. Senate in 1978 to complete the un- 
expired term of Democrat Hubert H. Humphrey, said his 
business experience in Central America during the 1970s 
made him a strong supporter of long-range economic aid 
es a solution to that region’s turmoil. 


But as a member of the Senate Select Committee on. - 


Intelligence, Durenberger has had to grapple for more. 
then two years with troubling short-term proposals: the 


Reagan edministration’s covert war against the leftist 


Sendinista government of Nicaragua. 
‘The recent exposure of the CIA’s direct involvement - 


in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors hes undercut con- 
gressional support for funding the secret war and raised 
new questions about the performance of the two congres- 
sional intelligence committees that were established to 
overseé the activities of the CLA. 

Tnus Durenberger finds himself being questioned 
about a secret war that isn’t secret anymore. It is clear 
from e series of recent interviews that the moderate Re- 

.publican hes become increasingly frustrated by the ad- 
ministration’s policy in Central America. 7 

After opposing it earlier, he voted for funding the co- 
‘vert war for the first time last fall, but is trying to get 
Congress involved more directly in determining the pol- 
icy. He mentions the “discomfort” he feels when Repub- 
lican colleagues challenge his patriotism and that of oth- | 
ers who ask questions about administration proposals, 

Durenberger said President Reagan believes he can 
easily rally public support for his Central-American pol- 
icies. 

“He says, ‘All I’ve got to do is go on television. I don’t 
worry about the American public, because I know if I go 
on television and tell them, like I did on Grenada, re- 
member how I went end turned the whole thing around?’ 
So if push comes to shove in Central America he'll just 
go on television with his charts and pictures and have 
them eating out of HsRianaved For 


COP Overseer 


Dealing with the moral and pragmatic questions of at- 
tempting to oversee a secret war is more difficult from 
Durenberger’s perspective. “When ‘you put your objec- 
tives in the hands of someone else with a very different 
set of objectives and then hand him a rifle, you’re just 
asking for it,” he said. . 

..Durenberger criticized U.N. Ambassador Jeane J. 
Kirkpatrick’s statements that the United States should 
not unilaterally abide by international law while rivals 
flaunt it..“That’s an eye for an eve. That’s the Israeli 
. way, the Libyan way, the Iranian way :.. The ends jus- 
tify the means. That’s a whole philosophy that America 
_has disowned throughout our history,” he said. 

He doesn’t feel, though, that the administration is 
using the same “eye-for-an-eye” rationale in the covert 
war against Nicaragua. _ 

“They are interdicting, trving to hold the land. Some 
people are dying. That can be justified as a civil war that 
would have happened anyway. And theoretically we 
aren’t doing it just to kill people. We are doing it for a 
political objective, which is to get the Sandinistas to 
agree to the original goals of their revolution.” 

Durenberger said he went to the Senate with a back- 
ground that included training es an Army counterintel- 
ligence specialist in the 1950s and training at a Catholic . 
coliege “totally dedicated to fighting world communism.” 

But he opposed funding for the covert war at first be- 
-cause he felt that the people of Nicaragua would tum on 
.the Sandinistas without outside help. “I felt the only 
thing that would keep the people from turning on them 
was for us to appear to be turning on the revolution and 
that is, in effect, what happened with the covert action.” 

He also acknowledges that a review of his record on 
Central America “looks like I’ve been on all sides of this 
thing.” ; 

he a newcomer to the Senate in 1979, he was one of 
the few Republicans to support President Carter’s plan 
to send aid to Nicaragua. And though he opposed the 

~ covert funding in the Intelligence Committee’s secret 
votes in the spring of 1982, he supported President Rea- 
gan’s policies during his own reelection campaign that 
fall. 


A year ago, he said, he was so concerned by the vague 
objectives of the covert operations that he went to see 
William P. Clark, then Reagan’s national security affairs 
adviser, and warned the administration that he would 
propose ending the secret aid. He did so. But when the 
administration came up with a new “finding” to justify 
the program last September, Durenberger voted in favor 
of it for the first time. 
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Wal We Ever Harness Our wency! 


The CLA doesn’t lie, it Just won’t tell you your coat’s on fire unless you ask 
er dre purpose of overthrowing the govern- ir According to Sen. Daniel P. ' 
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UST EIGHT YEARS ago, on 
© April 26, 1976, the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee headed by the late ; 
Frank Church (D-Idaho) concluded a 
remarkable investigation of the na- : 
tion’s foreign intelligence activities | 
with a heavily censored report on the 
wasteful spending and questionable 
operations they so often entailed: 

There was a lot of brave talk on : 
Capitol Hill and in the Carter-Mon- | 
dale campaign at the time about the | 
need for a comprehensive legislative | 
charter for the intelligence communi- | 
ty, a new rule of law to cure the “se- | 
cret practices that have eroded the | 
Processes of open democratic govern- | 
ment,” as the Church committee put | 
ee ache 


Instead, it took Congress four 
years, until 1980, simply to oblige the 
CIA, by law, to keep the by-now-per- 
manent House and Senate Intelli- 
gence Committees “fully and cur- 
rently informed of all intelligence ac- ; 
tivities.” As for covert actions, the | 
committees were, as a general rule, to. 
be notified, in general terms, before : 
they were initiated. In tun, Congress’ 
agreed to scuttle an okder kaw that 
the CLA had always bemoaned, re-. 
cuiring the notification of other, 
potentially more obstreperous com- 
Mittees in addition to the intelligence 
panels. - 

In fact, the battle for candor has 
always been an unequal one, as the 
current furor over the mining of | 
Nicaraguan harbors attests. CIA offi- | 
cials like to bill themselves as dutiful 
citizens, bound by the rigors of the | 
law, but in fact, the agency has never i 
been dedicated to genuine compli- | 
ance with any measure meant to con- | 
trol it. It operates on a much more . 
corrosive principle. It trims, it skirts, 
it looks for loopholes. 


an 


The absurdities of the debate over 
U.S. backing for the Nicaraguan con- 
tras and their guerrilla warfare offer | 
one esample. Members of the House . 
Intelligence Committee secured pas- ' 
sage not long ago of a law stating that 
no U.S. funds could be Pep rion éke For 


eo 


_ CIA that blithely asserted in a public 
| Statement a few days ago: “Mr, Casey 
believes the record will reflect that he 


: pledge. . 
' through March 1984, either the di- 
rector or the deputy director briefed | 


ment of Nicaragua.” The straight- 
faced reply of the CLA and the Rea- 
gan administration has been that 
that is not our purpose, even if it is 
the contras’. And so the funds have 
continued to flow. 
“Probably no other organization of 
| the federal government has taken 
. Such liberties in interpreting its le- 
gally assigned functions as has the 
CIA,” Harry Howe Ransom, a lead- 
* ing scholar in the field, has written. It 
38 an observation that cannot be 
stated often-enough. The agency's 
foot-dragging in reporting its offshore 
control of Nicaraguan mining opera- 
- tions offers yet another example. CLA 
Director William Casey, the episode 


55 ea easier eindmmage- ssa en: 


shows, is not in the habit of volun. . 


teering information, the Intelligence . 
Oversight Act of 1980 notwithstand. _ 
ing. 

It’s been said that “Casey wouldn't 
tell you if your coat was on fire — 
unless you asked him.” 


“If you ask me the right question, I | 
will respond,” the director himself | 
has been quoted as saying. This, of | 


| 


course, is the same Bill Casey who as- 
‘sured the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee at his 1981 confirmation hear- 
ing: gE: intend to comply fully with | 
the spirit and the letter of the Intelli- | 
gence Oversight Act. I intend to pro- | 
vide this committee with the infor- 


. mation it believes it needs for over- 
_ sight purposes.” 


And this, of course, is the same 


and his staff have kept that 


-. From December 198] 


the congressional committees 30 | 
times on Central America. . . . Since | 
the first of this year, the subject of 
mining of Nicaraguan ports has been 
discussed with either members or . 
staffers of the committees and other 
members of Congress 11 times.” 
That begs the question of how ex- 

tensive the discussions were, of 


r? . 
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Moynihan (D-N.Y.), who plans to re- 
sign as vice chairman of the Senate 
committee in protest, Casey men- 
tioned the word “mines” once in the 
course of a two-hour meeting March 


8 and.once again March 13, both 


times as part of a “‘singularly obscure 
sentence.” . 

One lesson to be Jearned from all 
this is that the House Intelligence 
Committee headed by Rep. Edward 
Boland (D-Mass.) does a far better 
job of oversight than the senators. 
House members and staffers, sources 


“say, knew last October of the CIA 


“mother ship,” and its early role in a 
raid last fall on the Nicaraguan port 
of Corinto. It learned in January of 
the CIA supervision of the mining of 
Puerto Sandino. But only by persist. 
ent questioning. | 

The committee started asking | 
about things like “mining” as long ; 
ago as last dune. It never got an ink- | 
ling of the operation until after the 
fact. The committee has always had 
to “pull teeth” to find out what the 
CIA was doing, even when Stansfield 
Turner was director during the Car- 
ter years. And lower-level CIA offj- 
cials have been even more exasperat- 
ing than Casey. 

In short, the CIA is not complying 
with the spirit and the letter of the 
oversight statute and it never has. 
Congress has a right to be “fully in- 
formed,” not a duty to ask the right 
questions. But the oversight commit- 
tees have let the habit set in. 

Ever since Frank Church, who died _ 
this month, closed down his investi- | 
gations in 1976, his Senate colleagues - 
have been unctuously bowing and 
scraping to the CLA — to win the | 
agency’s “trust.” Having uncovered 
all those peccadilloes, the good sena- 


tors were afraid the CLA would stop 


talking to them altogether. And their i 


: counterparts in the House, headed by , 
- Rep. Otis Pike (D-N.Y.), were 
. brought to heel by what happened to _ 
_ their widely leaked report. The - 


House voted to suppress it. Remem- | 


ee cas rd | ae ; 
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BY BORBARA HEM Washington (News Bureau)—It is 11:10 on a brilliant spring morning. 


Tourists crowd into the Capitol to watch the Senate debate on the CIA's role 
in Nicaragua. Suddenly, 2 flash of blue-white light, a hollow roar, and the 
ceiling of the ornate chamber collapses under the force of a Powerful bomb 


For five months the Reagan admin- 
istration has grappled with scenarios 


like this, trying to find a moral and 
political strategy to deal with a 
frightening new kind of warfare: 
terrorism sponsored by such sovereign 
States as Libya, lran, North Korea, 


Syrian | ~ 


In the face of the threat, President 
Reagan signed a secret national secur- 
ity directive April 3 that administration 
officials say will improve America’s 
ability to launch preemptive and re 
talialory strikes against terrorist 
Groups abroad. Under the broad man- 
date of the document, the United States 
will hold states that export terrorism 


accountable and will use “every legal. 


means” to stop them. lt represents a 
major new development in US. policy. 
For the first time, the United States 
will go on the offensive. - 


ClA Director William Casey calls 
‘State-sponsored terrorism “a 


new. 
weapons system that obliterates the- 


distinction between peace and war.” He 


Says there are 50 major terrorist 
groups and hundreds of ‘mom-and-pop 


shops” of terrorists for hire. Their: 


training bases are strung out across— 
and under the protection of—Iran, 
Libya, Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria, 


the Soviet Union, Romania and Cuba. . 


“The use of. terrorism allows 
sponsoring states to act without fear of 
a reprisal attack,” warns Benjamin 


Netanyahu. deputy chief of mission at . 


the Israeli Embassy in Washington and 
a director of an Israeli institute that 
Studies terrorism. The institute | is 


named in honor of his brother, the only ~ 


Israeli commando killed in the famous" 
1876 rescue raid on Entebbe, ; 


THE SOVIETS, radical Arabs and 


Islamic fundamentalists, he says, 

- “share one thing: a deep hostility to 
the institutions and governments of 

the Western world.” - ; 


The policy review grew out of the 


| 
| 
| 


anguish and frustration over the Oct. } 


23 bombing of the U.S. Marine Corps 
headquarters in Beirut that killed 241 
American servicemen. 


blast: 63 persons, including 14 senators, 


The United States blames five Liby 


_anguished America demands action. 


are dead; 101 persons injured. 


Abyan nationals, Intelligence teams trace 
their movements across Europe and back 


to a base near Tripoli. An - 


What does the President do: Send in a commando squad to Xnock out the ‘- 


- base? Impose sanctions against Libya for training and Protecting terror- 
ists? Bomb selected Libyan economic targets as punishment? Retaliate by 

: hitting Tripoli directly? | ~ . - i ae =e ere ek 

_ And what if an intelligence agency had warned the United States.three 


days before the bombing that an attack 


was imminent? Could the President 


have acted then? Without absolute proof? Should the United States get into . 
the business of terror to combat terror? Should we have counterterror 


agents, licensed to kill? 


American target and demonstrated the 
flaws in the nation’s counterterrorist 
strategy. The administration is also 
concerned that terrorists may strike in 
the United States during the Olympics 
this summer in Los Angeles or during 
the Republican and Democratic nation- 


al conventions. . — - 


‘The President’s new directive called 
on 26 federal agencies to develop de- 
tailed plans to fight terror. One official : 
familiar with the drafting of the docu- | 
ment said the United States is looking : 
to redirect intelligence gathering— 
both here and abroad—and to develop 
a command center to coordinate and 
act upon intelligence tips about 
terrorists. ; 

The directive does not~ envision | 
mounting assassination plots against 
foreign leaders who sponsor terrorism. : 

But the administration is looking to ; 
better coordinate its military capability : 
to respond. It has called for creation. 
and training of special paramilitary 
forces by the CIA and the FBI and has 


.™moved to place a number of special 


forces under direction of a special- 
operations agency controlled by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Pentagon is 


“preparing a “menu of targets” that will 


make it easier to strike preemptively or 
retaliate quickly. 


IN. ADDITION, the White House. 
‘will draft international treaties that: 


cover extradition of terrorists, ruleson — 


landing rights and new laws to deal 
with nations that offer havens to 
terrorists or that use diplomatic mis- 
sions as a base for terrorist activities. 
' As part of the administration over- 
-haul of its. counterterrorist operations, 
the White. House also will present a 
package to Congress, setting up a 
$10 million fund to pay out enormous ° 
rewards for information about terror- 
ists, “And expanding federal prosecu- . 
“tion powers against people involved in 
.terrorist conspiracies and “political 
hostage-taking. .. tif 

. Joel Lisker, staff director of-a Sen- 
ate subcommittee on security and 
terrorism and for nine years an FBI 
agent, Says there is “strong sentiment 
on Capitol Hill” for fighting terrorists 
in this election year, In 1983 there were 
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By Terry Atlas 


ASHINGTON—Six months 
./ ago, William J. Casey was 
awarded the CIA's highest 


medal for, the citation said, 
restoring the agency’s credibility 
and “bringing imagination to our 
operation.’ ; 


Now there may be some at the 
Centra] Intelligence Agency who 
wonder whether it should recall its 
medal from the nation’s top spy- 
master whose very secretiveness, 
ironically, has drawn the agency into 
its potentially most damaging con- 
frontation with Congress in a decade. 


The uproar over what congress- 
men claim they weren’t told about 
the CIA’s role in mining Nicaraguan: 
ports has provoked the kinds of 
troubling questions about covert op- 
erations last heard in the mid-1970s 


t 


amid disclosures that the agency | 


Spied on Americans and plotted to 


kill foreign leaders. And it raises- 


doubts about the effectiveness of the 
congressional oversight process, 
which may Jead to-new restrictions 
ermitted to go 


about its cloak-and-dagger business : 


in Central America and elsewhere. 


“The recent furor is ‘hurting the. 
CIA, and I think that’s nee too : 
r 


bad,” observes Lt. Gen. [ret.] Brent 


Scowcroft, national security adviser . 


during the Ford administration and : 


an informal adviser to President 


Reagan. . 


BESIDES COSTING the adminis- 
tration congressional acquiescence 
for its not-so-secret war against Ni- 


. 


caragua’s Sandinista government, . 


the controversy is endangering sup- 


port for its broader policies for Cen- 


tral America, including action on 


Go econ mary aid to El Salva- 
or. 

At the center of all this is Casey— 
wealthy businessman, Reagan con- 
fidant and manager of his 1980 presi- 
dential] campaign, cold warrior and 
spymaster. His roots go back to the 
Office of Strategic Services, the 


’ CIA's predecessor, where he direct-. 


ed American spies dropped behind 


Nazi Hines in World War II. 


se ew ke 
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y Casey at 


Seen emerging from a black limou- 
sine wearing a dark raincoat and 
hat, he looks like he could have been. 
dispatched to the CIA’s headquarters 
in nearby Langley, Va., by central 
casting for the part of the nation’s 
top “spook.” ; & 


\Gruff and abrasive, his tendency - 


to mumble when he speaks reinfor- 
ces the impression that he is being 
Jess than forthcoming, which indeea 
is often the case. Friends and critics 
alike joke that he is the first CIA 
director who doesn’t need a: 
telephone voice scrambler to protect 
his conversations. : 


“HIS PERSONALITY tends to 
turn a lot of people off,’ says on 
Capitol Hill staff member privy to 
Casey briefings... . 


Since taking over as CIA chief . 


three years ago, Casey has achieved 


_his-aims of getting more money for 
. the agency, rebuilding its covert op- 


erations side and making it an active 
tool in Reagan's aggressively anti- 
Soviet foreign policy. He clearly con- 
tinues to have the confidence of the 
President and his closest White 
House advisers. But his determined 


style has seriously hurt CIA relations 
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Cancature by Kerry Wiagrom - 


gress 


with many in Congress, who blame | 
him for keeping them largely in the © 
dark about the mining and the CIA’s 
role in the previous attack on Ni- 


. Caragua’s oi] supplies. 


For his part, Casey makes little 
effort to conceal his scorn for Con- 
gress, which he feels has unfairly 
questioned his qualifications, his 
judgment and his integrity since his 
appointment in 1981. 

Members of Congress faulted his’ 
selection as inappropriate because 
he had run the President’s cam- 

aign. Later his judgment was chal- 
enged when the man he put in 
charge of the agency's clandestine 
operations was accused by a busi- 
ness associate of violating securities - 
laws and resigned {although he was 
never charged with violating any 
laws}. And he was attecked for his 

ersonal financial dealings while 
ead of the CIA. 


‘ MOST RECENTLY he has been 
interviewed by the FBI as part of its 


‘investigation of how the 1980 Reagan 


campaign obtained documents from 
the Carter White House. 


In appearances before members of 
the House and Senate Inteiigence 
Committees, Casey has proven a 
most reluctant, sometimes hostile, 
often arrogant witness who offers | 
information only sparingly and : 
grudgingly. : 

“He tells us the bare minimum,” 
complains a staff member on the 
House Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence. , 

His problems reflect style as much 
as substance, appointing, for in- 
stance, a 30-year veteran cf the 


‘CIA’s clandestine operations, Clair 


George, to oversee congressional re- 
lations. “He is a full-fledged spy 
where, in my judgment, openness 
and communication are the skills 
that you want,” says a staff member 
on the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence. ‘Instead, they’ve got 
somebody with a 30-vear career for 


“secrecy.” 
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By James McCartney 


‘Inquirer Washington Bureau 
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WASHINGTON — A new anti-ter- , 


rorist policy adopted by the White’ 
House includes plans for infiltration 
of secret operatives into terrorist or- 
ganizations on a large scale in the 
Middle East, Central America and 
the Caribbean, according to sources 
.in the U.S. intelligence ity. 

The new, aggressive ‘plan to fight 
terrorism, these sources said’ js part 
of 4 major administration effort to. 
Bive the cloak and dagger back to the 


Central Intellizence Agency by re-. 
building the .agency'’s clandestune. 


services. INR E tnd. oo AE f 

The United States is going back 
into the spy business in a@ way that 
was largely abandoned ‘during the 
Carter administration, using what. 
the Cl4_ czlls “human collection” 
techniques — as opposed to techno- 
logical intelligence-gathering 
through such means as Spy satellites 
— the sources said. 

The CIA's role in the mining of 
Nicaraguan harbors and attacks on 
oil facilities, exposed in recent days, 
illustrate part of the rebuilding pro- 
gram — but only parf— according to 
Several sources. some of whom have 

participated in secret briefings, 

New agents have been hired by the 
Score; more than 800 clandestine po- 
Sitions cut by Carter have been re. 
Stored. New CIA offices have been 
opened around the world. And new 
plans have been laid for Supersecret | 
projects built on human intelligence 

‘techniques, involving spies, sabo- 
leurs, guerrilla warfare experts and | 
many other kinds of secret opera- 
tives. 3 


or monitored US. intelligence activi- 

lies. They agréed to discuss the topic 
on the condition that they not be 
identified. 

Aided in part by the close friend. 
ship of C]A Direc flor William Casey 
with President Reagan, the Cla has 
become the fastest growing part of 
the federa] government, expanding ° 
al a Tate even faster than the Penta- 
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gon budget, according to sources. 

wcasey, 71, who was Reagan's -1980- 
campaign manager, has said that 
“the government turned its back on 


iBtelligence, and the process of gath.°: 


ering it” in the Carter administra. 


Gon. “I want to restore the earlier, ; gan on Dec. 4, 1981, which says: “No 


' person employed by or acting on | 


od days,” he has said. ‘ 
ander Casey, the CIA budget now 


Soars over $1.5 billion, a substantial | 


increase, and‘ the amount appor- 


Yoned to. clandestine services in- | 
_ Greased from about 2 percent or 3 


percent to about 10 percent, accord- 
ing to sources who helped draw up 
budget. . ne: 
~The exact amount of the CIA bud- 
Bet has always been a -closeiy held . 
government secret. The CIA money 
if"buried in the Pentagon budget, 
and only a handful of top administre- 


M Officials know how much it is. | 


Today, the major projects are the 
Secret war against Nicaragua, to 


Which about 150 agents have been ° 


assigned, and the new anti-terrorist 
campaign. - 
~The key to anti-terrorism, say sev. 
eral curent or former Officials, will - 
infiltration, even though prob- 
Iems raised may skirt the edges of - 
the law and raise new controversies . 
for the frequently embattled CIA, 
=It is the only way you can pene. 
trate,” one longtime intelligence spe- 
Gialist said, . 
= You've got to get your own people 
on -the inside of terrorist organiza. 
ons to find out what plans for ter-. 
orist action are. That means they 
may have to participate in some pret- 
t-hairy activities to establish their 
Credentials. They'll have to 80 along , 
on the smal} stuff so that they can be j 
Found when big action is planned. 
S..20me of our people may have to be 
& part of low-level assassinations and 
will have to keep their mouths shut - 
{protect their cover,” 
" A congressional source suggested 
another possible indirect U.S, role in 
assassinations. 
“~ 


Castro may be target . 

For example, this source said, Cu- 
ba’s President Fidel Castro — once a 
Specific target of CIA assassination 
atiempts — may again be a potential 
target, this time of non-Americans 


. -hurts tbe 


but possibly with the 
quiescence of the CIA. * 

Asked about this possibility, a CIA 
spokeswoman, Pat Volz, said the ClA 
would adhere strictly to a presiden- 
tial executive order signed by Rea- 


behalf of the US. government Shall : 
engage in or conspire to engage in | 
assassinations.” = ; 
: Casey said in a recent interview: 
“We don’t engage in assassinations.” 
The administration’s anti-terrorist 
tampaign will include pre-emptive 
‘Strikes and direct reprisals, and has 
been modeled on Israeli techniques, ; 
according to -both administration : 
and congressional sources, 
“President Reagan has studied the 
israeli approaches and likes what he 
sees;"'-a source said. “He likes it be- 
cause he thinks it works. . - . 
~-"The next time there is a terrorist 
attack on the U.S. we'll handle it like 3 
the Israelis. handle theirs. We'll 
Strike back.” . 
«-A counterterrorism strike force, of - 
about 100 to 150 people, has been 
Duilt on the Israeli model and set up 
in the Defense Department, 


Team for terrorism 


The CIA also has established small 
teams 10 deal with terrorist inci- / 
‘dents, Casey all but openly acknowl- 
wedged the US. plan in a recent 
interview with US. News and World 
Report. * 
3-"There's a question of deterring 
“Aerrorism by sending the message 
bat if the terrorists attack there will 
be retaliation,” he said. “The Israelis, 
“for example, send the message: ‘If 
we're hit from your territory, that's 
.your responsibility and we're going 
ito kick you in the teeth somehow,’ 


. ««"T think you will see more of that 


~ Tetaliation against facilities con. | 
“nected with the country sponsoring . 
‘the terrorists, or retaliation that just 
interests of countries - - 
-which sponsor terrorism,” 

The secret war against Nicaragua, 
‘as one former high CIA official de 
scribes it, started out as a small oper- 
vation and got out of control. No one 


Continued 
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GOP Senators Betray Reagan’s | 
Central American Efforts 


Are the Senate Republicans to be 
taken as serious people with serious 
Purposes in mind? Their despicable, 


panicky performance: in gathering : 


around a measure condeming U.S aid 


to the Nicaraguan ‘“‘Contras’’ surely — 


SUZESTS NOL. 


The U.S. Senate—the GOP-con-_ 


trolled U.S. Senate-—voted 8410 12 last 
week (see rollcall at right) for a 
“‘sense-of-the-Congress’’ resolution 
condemning CIA participation in help- 


ing the ‘‘Contras”* mine the harbors of ' 


Marxist-Leninist Nicaragua, an action 
approved in February by President 
Reagan himself, = 

.. The ‘resolution was introduced by 
one of the Sandinistas’ greatest friends 
= and one of the Republicans’ greatest 
10€S — Sen. Teddy Kennedy 
(D.-Mass.), and its overwhelming sup- 
port was viewed as a stinging rebuke to 
the Reagan Administration and its anti-. 
Communist Central American policy. 


The New York Times headline of | 


April 11 resembled the headlines of 


hundreds of papers across the country | 
and abroad: ‘‘Senate, 84-12, Acts to - 


Oppose Mining Nicaragua Ports,” 
with the first subhead saying: ‘‘Rebuke 
to Reagan.” The Left was lapping it 
ie : : : 
The so-called revelation that the U.S. 
_ was helping Latin commandoes sow 
Nicaraguan harbors with acoustic 
mines was viewed with supposed 
‘“horror’’ by our senators. And House 
Speaker Tip O’ Neill (D.-Mass.) insisted 
the disclosure — almost certainly a leak 
from the House or Senate intelligence 
commuttees—would sink the Admin- 
istration’s request for further fundine 
of the ‘‘Contras”’ operations. 7 


Whether this would be the final result 
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is stil] uncertain, but the stunning sup- 
port of the Kennedy resolution has 
clearly jeopardized the entire Reagan 
policy. 


What is supremely shocking . 
about this vote is not that Teddy — 
Kennedy — who has never met a 
Communist -revolutionary be 
couldn’t stomach — offered his 
pro-Sandinista, anti-Reagan res- 
olution, but that tbe Republicans 
in the Senate would rush to em- 
brace it. . : 


No fewer than 42 Republicans de- 
cided to crown Teddy and the Ortega 
brothers with this magnificent triumph. 
Majority Leader Howard Baker was 

‘quick to snuggle Up to Teddy’s resolu- 
tion, but that was only somewhat sur- 
prising. Far more jarring is that such 
GOP conservatives as Bob Kasten 

~(Wis.), Bill Armstrong (Colo.), Paul 

“~Trible (Va.), Paula Hawkins (Fla.) and 
even Paul Laxalt (Nev.) joined in this 
Democratic effort to repudiate the Pres- 
ident and an integral part of the 
Reagan policy in Central America. 


Just what do these Republicans think 
they are accomplishing by such a polit- 
ically cowardly act? No doubt each can 
offer some sort of argumeni—though 
we have not yet heard them utter one 
that carries any weight—but wnat their 
vote has objectively done is to further 
the cause of the Left in Central 
America, to furnish the Sandinistas 
with a huge propaganda victory, and to 
give the seal of approval to Jideral plans 
10 cripple the C1A’s efforts to save this. 
region from Communist domination. 


These senators should be blessing the 
President and the CIA for their efforts 
to rid this area of the Communist forces 
now threatening our strategic back- 
yard. Indeed, they should be urging the 
Administration to do even more. 


The situation, so far as our Nica- 
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Effects 


By Joanne Omang-~ 

and Walter Pincus © 

: Washington Post Staff Writers 

Former national security affairs 

adviser Brent Scowcroft said yester- 

- day that the CIA’s mining of harbors 

in Nicaragua “is hurting the CIA,” 

harming Reagan administration ef- 

forts to deal with the leftist Sandi- 

nista government in Nicaragua and 

* reducing the ability of the United 

Ststes to use covert action as a pol- 
icy tool. . 

In addition, Adm. Bobby R. 

Inman, former deputy director of the 


CIA and director of the National | 


Security Agency, said that, with few 
‘exceptions, such covert operations 


are a bad idea because they seldom - 


ae supported by the American pub- 
ic, 

Another senior intelligence com- 
munity figure, former CIA director 
William E. Colby, said the degree of 


agency involvement in the mining of | 


Nicaraguan waters was no different : 
from its participation in other covert : 


paramilitary operations worldwide. 
Scowcroft, a retired general who 
has served over the past two years as 
a part-time adviser to President 
Reagan on arms control and strate- 


gic weapons, told reporters at a . 
reakfast meeting that the mining | 
controversy has “got in the way of a | 


serious debate over Nicaragua” and 
that something must be done to 
limit the Sandinista regime's appar- 
ent desire to export revolution. 
However, covert action “will be 
less availeble in the future” as a pol- 
icy instrument because of the cur- 
rent debate, he said. 
“I think the recent furor is hurting © 
the CIA, and that’s too bad,” be- 
cause the agency is just recovering 
from criticism during the late 1970s 


of its earlier covert operatkpproved For Release 2esrpskes SabwaRDRSd -00901R0 
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Of CIA’s Mining 


croft said. He was a national security 


adviser to presidents Nixon and 
Bod po 


rQ.¢ os. Z eit 

- “In fact, he added,.if the mining 
was done “as an act to convince Nic- 
aragua” to stop exporting arms, per- 
haps “we should have done it overt- 
ly” in order to be more effective. . 
Other possible open actions might 
include “a blockade or a quarantine,” 
hé said. 

; Scowcroft~said covert operations 
should be small in order to avoid 
discovery. “You employ covert op- 
erations to disassociate the United 
States from the activities,” he told 
reporters. “When they get as massive 
as this seems to be, then they are 
more difficult” to keep secret and 


“T’m not prepared to cast an absolute 
vote, but if you are going to decide 
you've got to do something beyond 
diplomacy and trade,” he said, “do it 
overtly. Do it large. Do it fast. And 
get out fast. Don’t get involved in 
one that’s going to have a long-term 
commitment. If it does, that’s not | 
going to be sustainable.” | 

Inman, interviewed at the com- | 
puter research consortium he heads | 
in Austin, said most covert opera- | 
tions start because of frustration : 
with diplomacy and overt action, or , 
for domestic political reasons, not | 
because covert action is the best way 
to deal with an international prob- 
lem. : 


** But public consensus that the ac-: 


tion is appropriate is essential to its 
success, Inman said. “If you cannot 
build a consensus that holds, the 


policy is in trouble,” he said. 


Colby, in an appearance taped for 
broadcast today on Cable News Net- 
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that, in actions during the 1960s in 
Laos and Cuba’s Bay of Pigs, agents 
“were providing logistics, communi-: 
cations,’ air «transport, training, 
things of that nature, and liaison, - 
coordingtion, but not going out to 
the patrols and in the fights.” 

In Nicaragua, “it was consistent 
with what I said: CIA officers were _ 
more than 12 miles offshore in the 


boats, providing support for the ac- 


operation going in as distinct 
fae i CIA officer being on the 
boat’ going in to lay the mines, 
Colby said. ae 
Colby, who was CIA director from 
1873 to 1976, said members of the 
intelligence committees in Congress 
understand the degree of CIA par- 
ticipation in covert actions and that 


“he would have briefed them on the 


mining “the way I understand it was 
done on this occasion.” ; 
Some committee members, in- 
cluding Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee Chairman Barry Goldwater (R- 
Ariz), said they were not properly - 
briefed in advance. Both houses of 
Congress lest week approved non- 
binding resolutions condemning the 
lining. ; : ae 

Serious questions about White 
House staff coordination and review 
of CLA covert operations in Nicara- 
gua also were raised yesterday by a 
former Nixon aide who asked not to 
be identified. ; 

This former official said he be- 
lieved that the “international impli- 
cations” of the CIA mining operation 
had not been adequately reviewed 
“and probably - fell through the 
cracks” in the White House staff. 
Internal competition and conflicts 
among presidential advisers and 
Cabinet members, this former aide 
id, had led to a breakdown in the 

Fitaddgapno Hae had worked in 
previous administrations. 
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The high-tech trail 


America and Europe face a long prospect of imperfect choices over trade that 
could provide Russia with new technologies of war 


One of the most welcome things about the computer 
revolution that began 15 years ago is its habit of 
undermining centralised authority and controls. But the 
habit is hard to kick. The same innovations that are 
Starting to perk up western economies are also trans- 
forming war-fighting abilities all over the world, includ- 
ing Russia's. The new technologies of war are proving 
no easier to confine than their peaceful cousins. 

This is what lies behind the ill-tempered debate 
between the United States and western Europe, and 
within America itself, over what to do about high- 
technology exports to the Soviet Union. Europeans are 
tempted to think of this new dispute as another version 
of the fight that broke out in 1982 between them and the 
Reagan administration over contracts to supply the 
Sidenan gas pipeline. There are some familar ele- 
ments—especially the persistent American view that 
Amenica has the nght to continue controlling American 
products and technology even after they have passed 
into the possession of foreigners. But there is a basic 
difference between the pipeline dispute and the more 
recent high-tech squabble. In 1982 there was a disagree- 
ment between America and western Europe about the 
right aims of trade policy towards Russia. This time the 
purpose—to keep militarily useful things out of Russian 
hands—is not in dispute. But how to do it? 


_ Separating civil sheep from military goats 
Modern armies march on electronics. Guns, bombs and- 


aircraft are becoming less important than the computers 
that direct them, the communications equipment that 
lets commanders keep a rein on battlefield action, and 
the signalling devices that reveal an enemy's position 
while hiding one’s own. Russia, which has not shown 
itself adept at inventing such things, is making every 
effort to try to buy or steal them from the west. 
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The trouble is that the new military technology is 
being driven by, and often cannot be distinguished 
from, the new civilian technology. The silo-busting 
accuracy of Russia’s nuclear missiles comes from preci- 


west during the 1970s when it had not occurred to 
westerners that they might be useful for grinding ball 
bearings to go in a missile-guidance system. At the 
other extreme, America is now requiring export li- 
cences for heart monitors, because the defence depart- 
ment believes that some of the chips they contain couid 
be used for missile guidance. The list of such dilemmas 
will inevitably lengthen. 


sion grinders that the Soviet Union freely bought in the - 


The overlap of civilian and military uses is bringing | 
two quite proper objectives into a headiong crash. One 


is that the west should do all that it can to avoid arming 
Russia. The other is that the freer trade is, the better for 
everybody—particularly trade in the newest technol- 
ogies, which greatly increase productivity wherever 
they are installed. There are.several losers when a 
French hospital” buys a second-best heart monitor 


because the American one has been held back by a! 


tangle of export-control red tape. 

When the American congress -comes back from its 
Easter recess, it will, probably hammer out a new 
version of the Export Administration Act, which ex- 
pired six months ago and has been kept alive by 
emergency extensions since. Some time in the next few 
months the western allies in Cocom, the informal 
committee where they work out their joint policy on 
military exports. should at last agree on a new list of 
banned high-tech exports to replace the. yellowed 
version drawn up 10 years ago. But the way in which the 
new rules are administered will matter as much as th 
rules themselves. 

The American defence department, whose influence 


Continued 
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‘Such Appropriate Letters’ 


As a retired federal employee, I read with no small 
amount of relish and a tinge of envy the letter Sen. 
Barry Goldwater sent to Bill Casey [April 11]. Would 
that we in the executive branch had been permitted to 
write such appropriate letters to the addle-headed 
mush-mouths with whom we bad to deal. 

T never thought I’d want to vote for Barry Goldwa- 

_ ter. Now, probably I would. 


—F. George Drobka 
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‘Keep the spooks in the shadows 
AS the late Chairman Mao Zedong observed, power grows 
- gut of the barre] of-a gun. The-CIA has the guns in Centra] 
America. and therefore wields increasing power in Washing. 
ton. That's too bad. The CIA’s mandate is to gather and assess 
: intelligence for the benefit.of policy makers in the State and 
' .Defense Departments and—ultimately—the President: When ; 
; the CIA-also helps drop bombs on oil refineries in Nicaragua | 
*” and mine Nicaraguan ports, its basic mission is likely to be 
compromised...’ pa aes pore : at I 
. Of course; in this grab for policy power, the agency has - 
strong allies like Jeane Kirkpatrick. ambassador to ‘the : 
United Nations, a diplomat by designation but.a cold warrior 
by inclination. With her backing, CIA Director William Casey 
seems to have the President's ear and whispers into it that 
the Sandinistas can be overthrown by his army of “contras” 
if the wimps in Congress will pony uD & mere $21 million. 
Foreign policy should be set by the President and 
executed by the State Department, not the CIA. Once it fets 
into the business of running wars it wil} inevitably produce 
“facts” to justify its policies. That was the lesson of the Bay 
of Pigs, one of its many disasters. plat thee. 


_ WP aati mek a oe 
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U.S. ran a red light 


TOM BRADEN 


© sooner had he expressed 

his outrage to William 

“i Casev about the CIA's min- 
x _ing of Nicaragua’s harbors 

than Sen. Barry Goldwater cast his 
vote against # resolution condemn- 
ing it. 

The aging warhorse of the con- 
servative cause thus staked out a 
position which is seemingly illogi- . 
cal but which at its very core’ 
defines precisely where the coun- 
try stands and what most 
Americans believe. The position is. 
as follows: ; 

We recognize that covert action 
is @ necessary instrument to the 
successful conduct of foreign 
policy. We don't want to tell our 
Presidents that they may not ise 
covert action. But we are (Sen. 
Goldwater's expletive deleted) 
when covert actions become public, 
embarrassing the country and 
dragging its standards in the mud. 

Which is exactly what the CIA’s 
mining operations fave accom- 
plished. The revelation that we had 
stationed an American ship off the 
Nicaraguan coast, hired mercenar- 
ies to run bombs into Nicaraguan 

harbors and damaged the vessels of 
ancient allies engaged in legitimate 
trade was the first embarrassment. 

What were we to say to the Brit- 
ish, the French, and the Dutch, not 
to mention the Russians? “Oh, don’t 
bother about it; I’m looking at the 
fender right now and IJ can hardly 
see the dent?” 

We ran a red light and we got 

caught. 

_ After that came the second 
embarrassment. We announced 
that we wouldn't accept the juris- 
diction of the court. That's right, 
We, who last used the World Court 
to hold up before the world the fact 
that Iran had violated international] 
law by taking diplomatsas hostages 
turned logic on its head. It was as 
though, after running the red light, 
we had offered up the explanation: 
that we cidn’t mean to get caught. 

t was too much for the Senate to 
stomach. Too much even for Repub- 
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much for conservatives Paul Trible, 
Jake Garn, Paul Laxalt, Roger Jep- | 
sen and William Armstrong. Only : 
10 of the habitual! denizens of right- 
wing caves voted against the res- | 
olution. Plus Bob Dole and Barry . 
Goldwater. ; 
Both of whom say they were just 
as embarrassed as anybody else but 
wanted to maintain the principle 
that the president is entitled to 
employ covert action. He is and has ' 
been since 1947. ButI wish Mr. Dole © 
and Mr. Goldwater had given some 
thought to the purpose of covert 
action before they cast their votes. 
Because their long-ago prede- 
cessors who legalized covert action 
and set up an agency charged with _ 
responsibility for employing it - 
were fully aware that what they - 
were doing was to give the United 
States of America an “‘out;’ a way to 
finesse its own ideals, its own stated 
objectives and its own Jaws when it 


was absolutely essential to.do so 


: rer ad = 
and when doing so-could be plau- | 
siblydenied TT. 
Reduced to plainer English, that 
means the people to whom we give 
responsibility for running red 
lights must not get caught. : 
William Casev i leagues 
at the Central Intelligence Agency 
got caught. They planned an opera- 
tion which in hindsight at. least 
appears to have been plain stupid. 
Did they suppose that ‘they could 
put mines in harbors open to inter- 
national trade without. getting 
caught? Did they suppose that the 
governments whose flags the dam- 
aged ships were flying would not 
complain? Did they count the cost 
of getting caught? 
It may be that a changé of gov- 
ernment in Nicaragua is essential 
to the United States. But the main: 
tenance of international law is also 
essential to the United. States. 
Covert action is a means for 
achieving one Vital interest without 
impairing the other. This particular 
covert action Gamaged both. Sowhy . 


‘not condemn it? And why not ask in 


addition whether those who 
planned this operation are any good - 
at their jobs? 


L NER YORE 
proved For Relea 


Reagan Urged to Go to American People 


on Nicaragua Issue 


By BERNARD GWERTZMAN - | 
Special to The New York Times } 
WASHINGTON, April 19 — Adminis- | lion Senate appropriations bill that con- 
tration officials said today that some | tains $2] million for Nicaraguan rebels, 
White House officials have urged | and a House bill that contains only $150 
President Reagan to make a speech to | million in African famine relief. 
the American people to overcome Con-.; The other is for the House to take up a 
gressional resistance to $21 million in.! substitute appropriations bill offered 
additional aid for the Nicaraguan | by Representative Jamie L. Whitten, 
rebels. Democrat of Mississippi, chairman of 
“1 think the only way we are going to | the Appropriations Committee, which 
get the money," an official said, ‘‘is by | Contains $500 million in aid, none of its 


One is for a House-Senate conference 


the President going over the heads of | for the Nicaraguan rebels. : 
Congress, to the people, to lay out the | Neither approach would provide 
situation and persuade them that there | money for the insurgents. 


is an important middle ground between 
tota] war and total peace.” : 

Other officials hope a compromise 
can be worked out. A State Department 
official said that, once Congress re 
turns fromm its Easter recess next Tues- 
cay, there will be an opportunity for 
discussion to see what can be done. 

The officials said no decision was 
likely until Mr. Reagan returns from 
Chine in 11 days. But they noted that 
available money for the rebels was al- 
most exhausted and that the aid pro- 
gram would be imperiled if Congress 
cid not approve the $21 million soon. 


Senate Voted Money April § 


Last fall, when the Congress first ap- 
proved $24 million for the Nicaraguan 
rebels, the House at first did not sup- 
port the aid. But House conferees 
agreed to it in conference with the Sen- 
ate. For this to happen again, the Sen- 
ate conferees would have to fight 

| strongly for the request. 


Two Hearings Are Scheduled 
The Administration hopes to end the 
feud with the Senate Intelis ence Com: 
mittee: next week. Two hedrings are 
scheduled. The first, on Monday, will 
be involve staff members of the com- 
mittee and of the Central Intelligence 
Peency, through which the money for 
icara rebels is bei 


Tne Senate approved the request | the_ ping fun- 
Apru 5, but House Democratic Jeaders | neled. The other hearing, on i nursday, 
have vowed not to vote any money. | will involved senators and senior C.T.A. 
Since April 5, kev members of the Sen- | officials. 


ate Select Committee on intelligence 
have complained that William J. 
Casev, the Director of Central Inteli- 
gence, did not inform them adequately 
abou. erican involvement in the 
mining of Nicaraguan harbors and ina 
raic_againsi Nicareguan ol] storage 
tanks. 
“Vice President Bush, referring to the | 
Nicaraguan rebels as Contras, told the | 
Oversezs Writers club today: 
| “T think it would be very, very bad if 
the Contras receive no funding from 
| the United States. If you deny the Con- 
| tras any support at all, you facilitate 
: the overthrow of a neighboring regime 
which is going the democratic route, | 
which nas not perfected democracy, 
but is head and shoulders above the 
Sandinistas.” : 
He was alluding to the Reagan Ad- 
ministration’s argument that aid to the 
Nicaraguan insurgents was justified on 
the ground that the Nicaraguan Gov- 
‘ermment was aiding the rebel forces 
| El Salvador. 


| Two Legislative Approaches 


There are two legislative possibil- 
ities when Congress returns, Congres- 
sional staff aides said. 


Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat 
of Vermont, who is a committee mem- 
ber, said in an interview that there 
were SO many senators who “‘justifia- 
bly feel they were not briefed adequate- 
ly” that there is a credibility problem 
between the Congress.and the intelli- 
gence agencies. 

“We should charge admission to the 
hearing next week,’”’ he said, ‘because 
there will be so much storming with 
people pointing fingers at each other, 
accusing them of this and that.”’ 

Senator Leahy, who opposed aid for 
the Nicaraguan rebels, has said that he 
was sufficiently briefed on the nature 
of American involvement in the activi- 
ties against Nicaragua. 

Committee Recommendations 

Committee staff aides have drawn u 
some recommendations. Some of these 
reflect the complaints by Senator 
Barry Goldwater, Republican of Ani- 
| zona, the committee chairman, and 


im Senator Daniel_Patrick Moynihan, 


Vo 4 TIME: 
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to settle differences between a $1.4 bil-. 
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Democrat of New York, the vice chair- 
man, that Mr. Casev did not properly 
| inform the committee about the scope 
of the American involvement. 
Under the recommendations, the 


committee aides said, the C.J.A. wowld 
be required to certify each week that it 
ha a K 


has not undertaken any new significant 
; Operations without fully informing the 


committee, Mr. Casey would Be re- | 


quired to testify only under oath, and 
the C.I.A. legislative liaison officer 
. Clair George, would be replaced. 
. Mr. Casev has insisted that he has 
° complied fully with the law in his bref- 
ings. Ina bulletin distributed to C.1.A. 
“employees last week, he said reports 
that Congress hav not been property in grese had not been properly in- 


formed were “‘not true.”’ | 
“We have y_met_all statutory re- i 
guiremerts on notitying our intelli- 
ence oversignt committees on the cov- 
‘ ert action program in Nicaragua.” he 
wrote. ° § agency has not only corm- 
, plied wi e jetter of the law in our 
| briefings, but with the spirit of the law 
-as well.” 
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. Inouye: No Significant 


i _ ; 6. 
Rewald-CIA Link Is Found 


.By Charles Memminger 
Star-Bulletin Writer 


A: US. Senate committee has 
investigated the CLA’s connections 
to Ronaid Rewald’s defunct in- 
vestment company and has found 
no significant involvement, ac- 
_ cording to Sen. Daniel Inouye. 

However, the U.S. House Com- 
mittee on Intelligence has begun 
a similar probe, it was learned 
yesterday. 

Inouye said the Senate Commit- 
tee on Intelligence, which over- 
sees CIA activities, conducted a 
ustaff study” of Rewald’s claims 
that the CIA directed him to 
form Bishop, Baldwin, Rewald, 
Dillingham & Wong, then pump 
ed millions of dollars through the 
company to secret CIA projects 
around the world. 


“It would be safe to say that 
the involvement (by the CLA) was- 
n't significant,” Inouye told the 
Star-Bulletin yvesterday. Inouye 
said there are several levels of 
“staff study” and that the com- 
mittee was satisfied after its ini- 
tial probe that there was no need 
to go further in Rewald’s case. 

“It is significant that it hasn't 
gone beyond that,” Inouye said. 

The report on the investigation 
is classified, he said. 

“That doesn’t mean there is 
something exotic in there,” 
Inouye said. “It is just the nature 
of the agency’s work.” 


THE STUDY was begun in Tre 
sponse to news coverage of the 
fall of Rewald’s company and 
federal court action sealing CIA 
material found in Rewald's files. 

Inouye said that whenever the 
CIA is involved in a court case 
-the Intelligence Committee looks 
into the matter. 

While the Senate may be satis- 
fied that the CIA was not signifi- 
cantly involved in  Rewald’s 
company, the House Committee 
on Intelligence still is in. the 
midst of a probe. 

Michael O'Neil, the committee’s 
_chief counsel, would not discuss 


the probe, saying Apprdbed Her Release 3 


committee “is in the process of 
looking into all of the allegations” 
‘surrounding the case. He said the 
‘probe began about a month ago, 
also apparently because of the 
growing publicity surrounding 
the case. : 

Rep. Cecil Hefte]l said in a 
meeting Wednesday with Star- 
Bulletin editors that the House 
Intelligence Committee should 
look into the CIA’s role in the 
Rewald case. The CIA is “not one 
of our most credible institutions,” 
he said. : 

O'Neil said he expects more 
interest in the Rewald case as it 
gains more national attention. 
Washington, D.C., residents could 
read about the Rewald saga in 
both the Wall Street Journal and 
the Washington Post this week. 


CBS NEWS also is Jooking into 
ale Cao~rng “he: ‘bought some 
thaterig ifim the British Broad- 

casting Corp., according to David 
Taylor, producer of a BBC seg- 
ment on the Rewald case. 

The BBC program, aired a few 
weeks ago in Britain, stressed Re- 
wald’s allegations of intense CIA 
involvement in his company. 

What congressional investiga- 
tors as well as state and federal 
criminal investigators have to do 
is sort out a mass of conflicting 
information concerning alleged 
CIA activities within Rewald's 
company. : 

They have to decide if the CIA 
was careless enough ‘to use Re 
wald’s obviously transparent 
“kamaaina” business concern as a 
front for secret dealings, or 

“whether Rewald was clever 
enough to convince retired CIA 
and military officials to add cred- 
ibility to his company. 
For instance, 


ere are teletype 


_ messages between Rewald in 


Honolulu and retired Air Force 
Capt. Ned Avary in Paris con- 


’ cerning the sale of military arms 


to Taiwan. The documents are im- 
pressive because they refer to the 
purchase of tanks, laser-sighting 


devices, helmets and other mili. 
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Avary acknowledges that he 
did make contact with an arms 
dealer in Paris and did send the 


_ telexes. But he says the deal 
. Dever went through and that Re 


Wwald’s purpose in sending mes- 
Sages was to generate impressive 


‘looking documents to bolster the 


appearance that the CIA was 
heavily involved in his company. 

Rewald’s attorneys say the 
arms deal was real and was com- 
pleted. They have sent a letter to 
CIA Director William Casey de 
manding payment of the $10 mil- 
lion commission made on the 
deal. ; 


IF INVESTIGATORS are to be 
convinced of a Rewald-ClA link, 
they have to believe that: 


 Rewald stole secret plans 
to the Japanese High Speed Sur- 
face Train for the CIA in the 
late 1970s. Rewald supporters say 
he did, but officials at Japan Air 
Lines, developer of the train, 
huve said they doubt it. They 
said they actively sought interest 
in their train designs. 


m Rewald met with an Afghan 
rebe}. at a outdoor Waikiki cafe 
one night, just after the Soviets 
invaded Afghanistan. A Rewald 
associate, who was at the meet- 
ing, said the rebel was looking 
for arms from the United States. 


” Rewald was sent by the CIA 
to Argentina during the Falk- 
lands Islands war to find out if 
repayment of US. Joans were in 
jeopardy. The. investigators will 


-' have to find out why the United 


States would send an inexperi- 
enced investment adviser (who 
previously had gone bankrupt in 


Continued 


By Mike Connolly 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON — Members 
of Congress from both parties 
— troubled by a growing rift 
with CIA Director William Ca- 
sey — are pressing the White 
House for his resignation to 


save the administration’s Cen- 


tral American policy. 


“T have been told that sever- 
a) (senators) have communi- 
cated that suggestion to high 
authorities at the White 
House,” Sen. Daniel Inouye, D- 
Hawaii, said in a telephone in- 
terview Thursday. 


in his remarks, Inouye, first 
chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, did 
not call ior Casey to step down, 
but noted that covert aid to 
Cenwral America “is just about 
ni] now” because it needs a “re- 
Jationship of trust.” 


“I can assure you it’s seri- 
ous,” Inouye said, “I’ve had 


both Democrats and Republi-. 


cans tell me that it would be in 


o~ 


before: - 


everyone's benefit if Casey. 


Embattled CIA director William Casey has.faced critics 


would resign. ... These are se- 
rious suggestions, seriously 
made,” 


Casey was unavailble for 
comment. 

Congress is adjourned for 
the Easter recess until Mon- 
day, but is expected to take up 
the issue of Central America 
following disclosures that the 
CIA helped mine Nicaraguan 
harbors without full knowledge 
of Congress. 


Sources close to the Senate 
leadership confirmed Thurs- 
day that Jeaders.from both 
houses have privately “suggest: 
ed” to senior White House 
aides that Casey step down. 


But White House spokesman 
Larry Speakes, en route with 
President Reagan to California 
on the first leg of his trip to Chi- 
na, said he was unaware of the 
resignation talk. 


Inouve noted Thursday that 
it would be difficult now for the 
White House to get the money 
it wants for El Salvador even in 
the GOP-controlied Senate. 

“I'm not suggesting that Mr. 


ap te a 


1 May 19. 1981: Federal judge mies Casey in 1968 misled 
investors in a $3.5 million fund-raiser for a New Orleans 
company while serving on the firm’s board. ges 


July 18, 198]: Max Hugel, Casey's spy chief, resigns - 


under White House pressure after former business partners 
accuse him of stock manipulation — which Hugel denied. 

R July 29, 1981: Senate panei clears Casey after he failed 
to report stock holdings in three corporations before his 
confirmation hearings. = °°. ‘ 2 

& July 19, 1983: Casey agrees to place stock portfolio into 
2 blind trust efter criticism for trading several mullion dol- 
lars werth of stocks in firms with clessified CLA contracts. 


& Nov. 11, 1983: Casey denies before House panel any 


role in obtaining Carter White House briefing papers while 
managing Ronald Reagan's presidential campaign. 
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UPI 
CASEY: Party leaders have 
suggested he step down. 


Casey has done anthing wrong — 


or illegal,” he said. “Many 
times it can be @ question of 
personalities.” 

Inouye’s comments follow 
the failure of the CLA to notify 
the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee — as required by law — 
that it was seeking an addition- 
al $2] million for covert aid to 


the anti-Sandinista forces bat- 
tling the leftist Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment. . 

The disclosures by Inouye 
can be expected to carry sub- 
stantial weight on Capitol Hill. 
He is viewed as being well-pre- 
pared, even cautious, in his 
public statements. 


__. Others have suggested previ- 
ously that Casey resign: Sen, ‘ 


Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. be 


} cause of a Casey appointee's 


stock dealings, and Sen. Joe Bi- 


_ den, D-Del., who called for Ca- 


sey's resignation after ques- 


‘tons were raised about Casey’s 


continued playing of the stock 
Market after he’d taken over 
the CIA post, 
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President’s Aides 


Weigh Shifting 
Debate From CEA 


By David Hoffman 
Washingion Past Staff Writer 
the White House is searching for 
new approaches to build public and 
congressional support for President 
Reagar.'s policies in Central America 
after sethacks over the CLA’s role in 
covert werfare against the leftist gov- 
ermmeni. of Nicsragua, senior admin- 
istration officials said yesterday. 
Several presidential assistants and 
Republican poiitical strategists said 
- Reagan should attempt to shift the 
debate away from covert CLA activ- 
itles and focus it instead on the larg- 
ez goal of siopping the spread of 
communism in the region. 

“It's all how the debate is framed, 
and if we get sidetracked on the CIA 
and the World Court, it’s a loser,” 
said a White House cfficial. “We've 

got. to come back to first principles.” 

This reassessment follows over- 
whelming votes by the House and 
Senate in support of a non-binding 
resolution condemning the CLA- 


backed mining of Nicaragua’s har- 


bers, the strongest. congressional re- 
pudiation of a Reagan foreign policy 


to date. With its request for military | 
aid to El Salvedor stalled, the White ' 


House then bypassed Congress and 
invoked emergency authority to send 
the aid. 

The administration officials 
siressed that Reagan is deeply com- 
mitted to the current course of his 
Central American policy. Regardless 
of the political risks, they said, Rea- 
gen is not likely io pull back from 
the region, as he did under pressure 
in Lebanon. 
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They said Reagan is determined 
to prevent Soviet- and Cuban- 
backed forces from toppling anv 
democratic government in the region 
“on our watch,” es one of them put 
it, 

But some administration officials 

are privately worried about the po- 

‘litical fallout of the recent disclo- 

sures that the CIA played a direct 

tole in the war being fought by reb- 

els against the leftist regime in Nic- 

aragua, including the mining of har- 

‘bors and the ClA-directed attack on 

a Nicaraguan oil storage facility. 

These officials said they believe 

that political support for Reagan's 

larger goals in Central America could 
be undermined if the focus becomes CIA activities 
rather than what Reagan has called the “faraway, 
totalitarian power” that is “committing enormous 
resources to change the strategic balance of the 
world by turning Central America into a string of 
anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships.” 

“We can sell Central America if it’s not a clan- 
destine CIA thing,” one official said. “The CIA has 
a connotation, something we shouldn’t be doing, 
and it brings up Chile and the Bay of Pigs.” 

As a result, the officials said they wanted to 
change the focus of the debate away from the CIA 
and its covert activities, even though they believe 


' such a shift will not affect the actual CIA role in 


Central America or the basic policy the adminis- 

tration is pursuing. . 
Several officials noted that CLA Director Wil- 

liam J. Casey has close ties to Reagan personally 

and that he has used them to win approval for 

CIA activities in the region. 

__. They_also noted that chief of staff James A. 


Baker III, who is often the White House adviser 
most sensitive to potential political problems for 
Reagan, has been a staunch hacker of the admin- 
istration effort in Central America, and would be 
unlikely to urge Reagan to change course now. 

Baker, because of his differences with Casey 
over the investigation of how the 1980 Reagan 
campaign obtained briefing papers from the Car- 
ter White House, is extremely reluctant to inter- 
fere with Casey on the details of the CLA's Central 
America operations, officials said, 

But several officials said there was general 
White House agreement thet a new “education 
effort,” eg one put it, was needed on Central 
America after the president returns from his 
China trip. 


WASHINGTON POST 


“We've got to 


Ve | get off the defensive and back to 
the offensive,” said one informed official. “If we 


aren’t getting out” 
“let’s sell it,” . 
__Jn recent days, some officials discussed @ pos- 
sible Reagan speech that would be deiied ‘’ 
“sell” the Reagan policy, but the idea waz dis- 
carded because there wes not enough time before 
Reagan left for China. The speech may be given 
later, however, : 

Reagan has faced this problem befors, He de- 
livered a speech last April 27 to « joint seasion of 
Congress to shore up suppost for his Central 
America policies. But “the Congress and the peo- 


ple need to have important things sold and then 
resold,” said a GOP strategist, 


of Central America, he added, 


Republican political strategists anid it was “pre- 
disclosures 


mature” to determine whether the di 
about the CIA's role would hurt Reagan political- 
ly; polls have yet to be taken on the subject. 
“Foreign policy is looming out there a6 an is- 
sue,” said one informed GOP strategist 
“But today the criteria thet people are using” to 
judge Reagan “is almost solely economic,” he 
added. “They are working and inflation is down. If 
the criteria switches to foreign policy, it could be a 


problem, but right now all you can aay is a future, 


potential problem.” 
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Key CLA, Role 


Seen in Barring 
_ OF Nicaraguan 


By PHILIP TAUBMAN 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, April 19 — The 
White House rejected Nicaragua's 
Deputy Foreign Minister as the next 
Ambassador to Washington at the 
insistence of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Administration officials said 

today. : 

They said the decision overruled a 
recommendation made by Secretary of 
State George P. Shultz and reflected 
what they described as the dominant 
role the C.1.A. has taken in determin- 
ing United States policy toward Nica- 
regua. 

i The rejection, disclosed in Nicara- 
ua on Wednesday, was confirmed by 
| the State Department today. 
Nicaragua Sanctions Weighed 
At the urging of the C.1.A., Adminis- 
tration officials said, the White House 
is also considering imposing economic 
Sanctions against Nicaragua, including 
{an embargo of banana imports and the 
‘cancellation of landing rights in the 

United States for Nicaragua’s national 
‘airline, Aeronica. 

These measures have been opposed 
by the State Department, the.officials 


.Said. A final decision on the sanctions — 


has not been made. rete 
Another sign of the C.1.A.’s ascend- 
‘ancy in shaping Nicaragua policy was 
[the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, 
| which Administration officials have 
pe was proposed and encouraged by 
the intelligence agency as part of its 
three-year effort to harass the Sandin- 
istas by supporting Nicaraguan rebels. 
Inieiligence officials said the C.I.A. 
objected to Nicaragua’s choice for Ar- 
bassador, Nora Astorga, because of her 
role in the 1278 murder of an officer in 
the Nicaraguan National Guard who 
was @ key operative of the C.I.A. The 
Officials said that Miss Astorga lured 
the officer, Gen. Reynaldo Pérez Vega, 
to her bedroom where he was Slain by 
Sendinista revolutionaries. 


Acministration officials said the 
C.1.A.’s growing role in shaping policy 
toward Nicaragua marked the latest, 
development in a series of internal 
power Struggles that have marked the 
Administration's management of 
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policy in Central America. Theoretical- 
ly, the officials said, the State Depart- 
ment now directs the development of 
policy. Langhorne A. Motley, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Latin America, 
chairs an interagency committee that 
formulates policy. 

In practice, however, the officials 


seid, the State Department often has 
little influence over final decisions, 


; nt dominat- : : : 
with the Defense Departme - ministration, partly because of strains | 


ing policy discussions about El Salva- 


‘ dor and Honduras and the C.I.A. taking 


the lead on Nicaragua. : 
The State Department, the officials 
said, sometimes goes along with Penta- 
gon or C.LA. initiatives despite reser- 
vations to avoid gaining a reputation 
for being soft on Soviet and Cuban in- 
terference in Central America. 
- White House officials said major 
decisions about American policy in 
Central America are discussed at Na- 
tional Security Council meetings, 
which are usually chaired by President 
Reagan and include the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Deiense, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Attor- 
ney General and the Director of Cen- 


tral Intelligence. Final decisions, the’ 


officials said, are made by Mr. Reagan 
in consultation with the White House 
national security adviser, Robert C 
McFarlane. 


C.I.A. Support for Rebels 


The C.1.A.’s role in policy develop- 
ment, the officials said, stems partly 
from the agency's primacy in manag. 
ing suppart for the rebels, a major 
component of American policy. Rebel) 
forces number from 12,000 to 15,000 
men, according to intelligence offi- 


.cials. 


But they said the C.1.A.’s position, 
enhanced by the close relationship be- 
tween President Reagan and William 
J. Casey, the Director of Centra! Intel. 


ligence, has expanded from that opera- | 
tional role to one of major influence : 


over Washington’s 
Managua. 


relations with 


The agency’s influence, they said, j 


has also been aided by the presence of 
two former C.1.A. officials in key posi- 
tion at the White House and Defense 
Department. The former agency offi- 
cials are Nestor D. Sanchez, the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Latin America, and Constantine C. 
Menges, Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Latin American affairs. 

It is unusual, although not unprece- 
dented, for the C.I.A. to become a key 


erted considerable influence ‘over 
American relations with the Shah of 
Iran before he was ousted by Moslem 
fundamentalists in 1979. : 


+; However, because 


000400040001-2 


The influence of the C.I.A. has risen 
and fallen over the years in response to 
the relationship between the Director 
of Centra] Intelligence and the Presi. 
dent. The C.I.A. under Alien Dulles, for 


example, had substantial influence in. 


the 1950's because he was on good 
terms with President Eisenhower, In 
addition, his brother, John Foster 
Dulles, was Secretary of State. The 
agency fell out of favor in the Nixon Ad- 


“between Richard Helms, the C.1.A. di- 
_:Tector, and President Nixon. 


| the intelligence 
[agency has traditionally assumed a 
background, ‘support role in foreign 
relations, its current influence is 
viewed with some alarm by other agen- 
cies, particulary the Srate Depart- 


.| Ment, where many officials believe the 


C.LA’s activist tendencies have 
skewed American policy toward Nica- 
|ragua, 

Administration officials said Mr. 
Shultz, partly because of what they de- 
scribed as his conciliatory style and 
partly because he does not feel as 
Strongly about Central American 
issues as Mr. Casey or Secretary of De- 
fense Caspar W, Weinberger, fre- 
j quently does not present the State De 
partment position forcefully in Na- 
tional Security Council meetings. 

The officials said, for example, that 
Mr. Shultz’s recommendation in favor 


of accepting Miss Astorga as Ambassa- : 
Gor was not emphatic and was sent to ; 
| Mr. McFarlane, the White House na- | 


| tional security adviser, rather than di- 
rectly to Mr. Reagan. 

Defending their role, State Depart- 

ment officials said teday that they did 
not expect the White House to approve 
economic sanctions against. Nicara- 
;gua. “The C.1.A.’s pushing that but 
ithey aren’t going to get it,’”’ a State De. 
| partment official said. 
They also said Mr. Motley remained 
‘the main American representative in 
| discussions with Nicaragua about im- 
i proving relations. 

Assessing the relative influence of 
the C.I.A., Defense Department and 
State Department, a senior Pentagon 
official said, “If you look at actions, 
which are always the clearest expres- 
| Sion of policy, you will find in Central 
America, especially in Nicaragua, that 
Bill Casey and Cap Weinberger are 
| Making policy, not George Shultz.” _ 


‘player in policy development, the offi- ; 
cials said, noting that the agency ex. . 


{ 
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A season of reckoning 


An issue that must be thrashed out this 
spring in Washington is whether Americans, 
tHrough Congress, have a right to redirect a 
presidential foreign policy that threatens to en- 
gulf this nation in another jungle war. 

. The impending Central American disaster is 
the brainchild of an aberrant team of policy- 
makers; including UN Ambassador Jeane Kirk- 


patrick;Undersecretary of Defense. Fred Ikle,’ 


CIA Director William Casey and a few lesser fig- 
ures. These include Nestor Sanchez, Deputy As- 
sistant “Secretary of, Defense; Constantine 


Meniges, a National Security Council Spectalist: 


and Gen..Paul Gorman, the head of the Penta- 
gon’s Southern’‘Command. ~~ >t 


: This‘team“is adventurist when ‘tt’ comes to” 


using military force; radical in jettisoning es- 
tablished. norms of .international. behavior, 
careless in its analysis of Latin American politi- 
ca] troubles-and scornful of the Congress of the 
United States: oe " 
Kirkpatrick, the ,most important Reagan 
strategist on Central America, won Reagan's 
confidence. with “a tortuous argument that 
right-wing “‘authoritarian” tyranny is prefer- 


able to left-wing regimes which are presumed © 


beyond redemption. “She has’.a cool ‘forensic 
style, but her message is sometimes hysterical. 


In an ABC-TV appearance Sunday, Kirkpatrick 


suggested that accepting leftists in Central . 


America means accepting “nuclear missiles” 


and “chemical weapons" as well. 


Although House Democrats have permitted’ 


$32 million in foreign aid for other countries to 
be “reprogrammed” to E] Salvador, President 


Reagan resorted to an emergency provision of » 


the Arms Export Control] Act. This Jets him 
“draw down” the money without congressional 
approval, Casey, meanwhile, has been reported 
to be considering laundering US funding for the 


covert war against Nicaragua by passing it | 
‘through-*straws” such as Israel or Saudi Ara- |i 
7 biavtt- Mebigsejas see! we ie 


In its zeal for a military victory over leftist. 


forces, the Administration intends to ignore’ 


Congress, or evade its will. By flaunting his 
emergency draw-down authority for El Salva- 
dor and by persisting in the Nicaraguan war, 


| 
i 
j 


Reagan is telling Congress that it does not ; 


count. That means telling the American people 
they do not count. « Oe 

_ Many Americans would beg to differ. If tha 

message is getting through to their elected re- 
presentatives, this could be a season of rethink- 
ing, redirection and reckoning. ~ 
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U.S. ran a red light 


LOM BRADEN 


o sooner had he expressed 
his outrage to Wiliam 
Casey about the CIA’s min- 
_ing of Nicaragua’s harbors 
than Sen. Barrv Goldwater cast his 
vote against a resolution condemn- 


ing it 

7 he aging warhorse of the con- 
servative cause thus staked out a 
position which is seemingly illogi- _ 
cal but which at its very core’ 
defines precisely where the coun- 
try stands and what most 
Americans believe. The position is 
as follows: : 

We recognize that covert action 
is a necessary instrument to the 
successful conduct of foreign 
policy. We. don’t want to tell our 
presidents that they may not use 
covert action. But we are (Sen. 
Goldwater’s expletive deleted) 
when covert actions become public, 
embarrassing the country and 
dragging its standards in the mud. 

Which is exactly what the CIA’s 
mining operations have accom- 
plished. The revelation that we had 
stationed an American ship off the 
Nicaraguan coast, hired mercenar- 
ies to run bombs into Nicaraguan 


harbors and damaged the vessels of 
ancient allies engaged in legitimate 
trade was the first embarrassment. 

What were we to say to the Brit- 
ish, the Frénch, and the Dutch, not 
to mention the Russians? “Oh, don’t 
bother about it; I'm Jooking at the 
fender right now and I can hardly 
see the dent?" 

We ran a red light and we got 
caught. 

_ After that came the second 
embarrassment. We announced 
that we wouldn't accept the juris- 
diction of the court. ‘That's right. 
We, who last used the World Court 
to hold up before the world the fact 
that Iran had violated international 
law by taking diplomatsas hostages 
turned logic on its head. It was as 
though, after running the red light, 
we had offered up the explanation 
that we didn't mean to get caught. 

It was too much for the Senate to 
stomach. Too much even for Repub- 


of getting caught? 


much for conservatives Paul Trible, 


_Jake Garn, Paul Laxalt, Roger Jep- 


sen and William Armstrong. Only 
10 of the habitua) denizens of right- 
wing caves voted against the res- 
olution. Plus Bob Dole and Barry 
Goldwater.  O 

Both of whom say they were just 
as embarrassed as anybody else but 
wanted to maintain. the principle 
that the president is entitled to 
employ covert action. He is and has 


been since 1947. But1 wish Mr. Dole . 
and Mr. Goldwater had given some _ 


thought to the purpose of covert 
action before they cast their votes. 
Because their long-ago prede- 
cessors who legalized covert action 
and set up an agency charged with 
responsibility for employing it 
were fully aware that what they 
were doing was to give the United 
States of America.an ‘‘out,” a way to 
finesse its own ideals, its own stated 
objectives and its.own Jaws when it 


was absolutely essential to:do so 


and when doing ‘so. could, be plau- 
sibly denied. °° 0 VS7T0"S ; 

--Reduced to plainer English, that 
means the people to whom we.give 
Tesponsibiliry for ‘running. red 


lights must not get caught, -- : 

William Casev and his ¢olléagues 
at the Central Intelli ence Agency 
got caught. They planned an opera: 
ton which in hindsight at least 
appears to have been plain.stupid. 


ie Did they suppose that they could 


put mines in harbors open to inter- 
national trade without getting: 
caught? Did they suppose that the 
governments whose flags the dam- 
aged ships were flying would not 
complain? Did they count. the cost 
_ It may be that a changé, of gov- 
ernment in Nicaragua is essential 
to the United States. But ‘the. main}: 
tenance of international Jaw is also 
essential to the United: States: 
Covert action is e means for. 
achieving one vital interest without: 
impairing the other. This particular: 
covert action damaged both. So why: 


not condemn it? And why notask in: 


addition whether those who 


. Planned this operation are any good. 


at their jobs? cot 
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William Joseph Casey 


By PHILIP 


Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 18 — As de- 
bate over the United States involve- 


ment in the mining of Nicaraguan j © 


harbors has grown in recent weeks, | 
William J. Casey, the Director of Cen- | 
tral Intelligence, has become the cen- ' 


tral figure in the dispute. 
Man Although the mining 
in the was recommended by an , 
. interagency committee ‘ 
News 


and approved by Presi- 
dent Reagan, Adminis- 
‘tration officials have said the opera- 
tion was ultimately Mr. Casey’s 
project from inception to execution. . 
They said it was a quintessential re- | 
flection of Mr. Casey's aggressive, - 
action-oriented leadership and deter- 
mination to confront what he believes 
to be Communist subversion in Cen- , 
-tral America. 

: The resulting furor with Congress, 
the officials said, was also a reflec- 
‘tion of Mr. Casey's combative person- 
‘ality and strong aversion to Congres- 
sional monitoring of intelligence 
~operations. 

? When Mr. Casey assumed office as 
‘Director of Central Intelligence in 
-1983, a job that gives him broad av- 
‘thority over all the Government’s in- 
telligence-gathering agencies as well . 
as direct responsibility for the man- 
agement of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, he told colleagues he wanted j 
to keep the C.I.A. and himself out of 


‘the news. It has not worked out that : 8! 


way. Now and at other times during 
his tenure, Mr. Casey has often been 
at the center of highly charged dis- 
“putes. 

Managed Reagan’s Campaign 

Even before taking office, Mr. - 
Casey was attacked by members of 
Congress as an unsuitable choice to 
run the nation’s intelligence agencies 
because he had been the manager of 
Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign. 

Midway through 1981, Mr. Casey’s - 
judgment was questioned when Max. 
C. Bugel, the man he had appointed to 
manage the C.1.A.’s clandestine 
operations, resigned after former 
business associates accused him of 
violating securities laws. Mr. Hugel 
denied the accusation and his accus- 
ers dropped out of sight after becom- 
ing the subjects of a Federal] criminal © 
investigation. Mr. Hugel was never 
charged by any state or Federal 
agency. | F 


TAUBMAN: 


“Then, Mr. Casey’s personal fi- 

nances came under scrutiny and 

Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi- 

can of Arizona, the chairman of the 

Senate Select Committee on Intelli- 

gence, called for his resignation. The . 
‘committee was concerned about- 
financial holdings that Mr. Casey had 

failed to report before his confirma- 

tion hearings. Mr. Casey said he had” 
inadvertently failed to disclose all of 
his holdings at the time. 


Questionedon Carter Papers. 


More recently, Mr. Casey has been 
questioned by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation about his role in the 


-Reagan campaign’s acquisition. of 


material from the Carter White 
‘House during the 1980 campaign. Mr. 


; Casey has denied any involvement, 
' although recently published memo-_ 


randums written by Reagan cam- 
paign aides in 1980 suggested that he 
was at least aware that information 
was being obtained from the Carter 
re-election organization. 

The current dispute over the harbor 
mining, like some earlier conflicts 
with Congress, appears to stem in 
part from Mr. Casey’s combative 
personality and concerted efforts to 
make the C.I.A. an active participant 
in Mr. Reagan's assertively anti- 
Soviet foreign policy. 

While many intelligence officials 
ive Mr. Casey credit for obtaining 
large budget increases for the C.I.A. 


His affinity for covert operations is 
equally well known. Drawing on in- 
terests he first developed during 
Worid War II when he was a top offi- 
cial of the Office of Strategic Serv- 
ices, the predecessor to the C.1.A., 
Mr. Casey has encouraged a resump- 
tion of the kind of covert activities 
that went out of favor in the late 
1970's. ° 

Sometimes bypassing senior 
agency officials to run operations 
himself with the aid of middle-level 
operatives, Mr. Casey, according to 
intelligence officials, has traveled to 
Honduras and El Salvador in un- 
marked, private planes to check on 
support for the Nicaraguan rebels. 


Wealth Put at Over $9 Million 


William Joseph Casey was born in 
Elmhurst, Queens, on March 13, 1913. 
‘After graduating from Fordham Uni- 
versity he studied law at the St. 
John’s University School of Law and 
went into private practice, beginning 
a career as a Jawyer and entrepre- 
neur, primarily as a venture capital- 
ist, that has given Mr. Casey a per- 
sonal net worth that exceeds $9 mil- 


lion, according to his financial disclo- 


sure statements. - 

He and his wife, Sophia, have been 
married for more than 40 years and 
have one daughter, Bernadette, an 


. actress in New York. The Caseys own 
‘large estates in Washington and . 


Palm Beach and on Long Island. 

During the Nixon and Ford Admin- 
istrations, Mr. Casey served as chair- 
man of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Under Secretary of 
State for Economic Affairs and Presi- 
dent of the Export-Import Bank. 

Last week as Mr. Casey was shown 


Continued 


— financing for the agency has in- ; 


creased at a rate of nearly 25 percent 
a year since he took office — and im- 
proving the quality and timeliness of 


: analytical reports, he has been criti- 


cized for damaging relations with 
Congress and leading the C.I.A. into 
risky covert operations, including the 
support of Nicaraguan rebels. 

In Conflict With Legislators 


His distrust of Congress is legend- 
‘ary at the C.1.A. and in the Senate and 
House intelligence _ committees, 
where Mr. Casey’s frequent appear- 
ances often deteriorate into angry ex- 
changes with lawmakers. Mr. Casey, 
according to current and former col- 
leagues, has held the Congressional 
committees in contempt since mem- 
bers first questioned his qualifica- 
tions and then investigated his per- 
sonal finances. ; 
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By KEITH LOVE, 
Times Political Writer 


His hair is gray again, and he is 
glad to be back in the Senate, which 
he calls “the club.” But he misses 
the presidential campaign trail and 
thinks today’s leaner, meaner Dem- 
ocratic race is “very exciting.” 

Sen. Alan Cranston, back in Cali- 
fornia for a 10-day round of hear- 
ings, meetings and fund raisers, said 
Wednesday in Los Angeles that he 
was temporarily Jet down after 
withdrawing from the Democratic 
presidential race on Feb. 29. 

But he added: “It was nice to have 
the Senate to go back to. We’ve 

_ been very busy. Poor George Mc- 
Govern didn't even have a house to 
go back to; it burned down,” 

. Over lunch in a Beverly Hills 
restaurant, Cranston discussed his 
run at the White House and ‘his 
activities since. He ordered a ham- 
burger with no bun and said, “Make 
it rare—no, make it very rare and 
could I also have some low-fat 
milk?‘ 


‘Beefed Up Image. 


During his presidential campaign, 

Cranston's aides tried to fatten him 
up so that his lean, 69-year-old 
rame would not look so gaunt on 
television. They also talked him into 
using rec dve on the wisps of gray 
hair that fall awey from his bald 
pate. 

Now Cranston is in charge of the 
diet, and asked when he stopped 
dyeing his hair. he laughed and said: 

“Let's see. What day did J get out 
of the race?” ; 

In only his second trip to his home 
State since he quit his quest for the 
presidency, Cranston is rushing up 
anc down the state to remind 
Californians that he is still a senator 
and to squelch any suspicions that 
he might not seek reelection to a 
fourth term in 1986. . 

Long a powerful but relativel} 
unknown member of the Senate, 
Cranston now finds that he is 


recognized everywhere he goes. — 


K4isses Presidential Race 


-attended a “very tense” meetin wit 


‘William C ASCs ee FEO, ce aml Mesote Lue ay 8 
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Cranston: He Finds 
Solace in ‘the Club’ 


“Tye Said he knew that he was glad to be back in the 
Senate when: the news broke about the Central, 
Tnzelligence Agency's role in mining the ports of 
Nicaragua. 

_ Cranston. who is a member of the Senate Foreign | 
Relations Committee, Said he and other senators {_ 
irector. | 
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Congressional overseérs 


fail to ask hard questions 


Those senators who are complain- 
ing so loudly that the Central Intelli- 


gence Agency never briefed them on 
its role in the mining of Nicaraguan - 
ports strain public credulity. If they © 


had asked, they would have known. 


which was originally attributed solely 
to US.backed rebels trying to over- 
throw the Nicaraguan ‘government, 


speculation of U.S. involvement was | 
rife: President Reagan. has waffled 
about U.S. aims in Nicaragua — some- _ 
times hinting that the goal is over- 


throw of the Sandinista regime, and 


then backtracking to appease congres-. 


Sional nervousness at such frankness 


_ and switching to an argument that the 
. aim is to halt. ee export of 
_ revolution. 


But US. actions — and the words of 


- the contra rebels — spoke for them. - 
’ selves. The rebels never hid their aim 


of ousting the Sandinistas. Three 
months before the mining-the CIA 


‘helped the contras raid the Nicara- 


guan port of Corinto, destroying 3.2 
million gallons of fuel. To anyone at- 


tentively following events in Central. 


America, especially members of ‘Con- 
gressional committees charged with 
oversight of U.S. intelligence activi- 
ties, the likelihood of CLA involvement 
in these actions should have been 
clear. It should, in fact, have been 
starkly obvious. 

Some congressmen did seek out the 
truth. Those who failed to do so either 
weren't interested enough to try, or 
were 100 lazy or didn’t want to know 
more than was comfortable about the 
secret war in Nicaragua. 

Despite the fact that several of its 
members knew about the US. role, the 
Senate voted to continue covert aid for 


CIA actions in Nicaragua, including 


Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : 


.aid to the contras, 
Much of the current fuss in the 
Senate, notably the grandstand resig- 


nation of Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni-. 


han (D., N.Y.) from the vice chairman- 


é vl. “. ship of the Senate intelligence commit- 
From the first word of the mining, - 


tee, is a transparent attempt by certain 
senators who voted for covert aid to 
justify themselves in the wake of the 
public outery over the mining. 

Sen. Moynihan complains that CIA 
chief -William J. Casey made only 
Slight mention of the mining to the 
intelligence committee without speci- 
fying U.S. involvement. Yet two other 
Democrats on the committee thought 


the topic important enough to seek out 


full information from the CIA on the 
American role. béfore they voted on 
covert aid, Other senators, as well as 
members of the House intélligence 


‘committee knew, too. Sen. Moynihan” 


himself had been informed of CIA in- 
volvement by an aide, before the vote 


_on covert funds, but apparently failed 


to pay attention. 

The drift of the U.S. role vis-a-vis 
Nicaragua has been clear to anyone 
who wished to see it. Even Sen. Barry 
Goldwater (R., Ariz.), who supports 


- covert aid, characterized harbor-min- 


ing aS an act of war... 
Certainly, Mr. Casey should have 
been more forthcoming. He must be so 


in the future. But his reticence, how- - 
ever distressing, provides no excuse © 
for those senators who failed to ask the : 


obvious questions at the obvious times. 
The covert war in Nicaragua is deeply 
distressing, in terms of efficacy as well 
as legality. If the Senate chooses to 
support it, the least that body must do 
is to demand a timely accounting of 


_the war’s aims and tactics before an-. 
- other set of revelations fiirther embar- 


rasses its members. 
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Contras help to protect, 


EI Salvador, CIA director says: 


CIA director William Casey on U.S. | 
s strategy in Nicaragua, dealing 
with terrorism, and Soviet leader- | 
‘ship. 

The director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, William Casey, discusses with 
U.S. News & World Report the president's | 
strategy in Nicaragua and the reasons 
behind it, dealing with terrorism, and the 
leadership in the Soviet Union. He 
declined comment on reports that the CIA | 

_ was involved in mining Nicaraguan ports. | 


Q: With so much attention focused right | 


now on Nicaragua and the contras, give us 


your assessment of the impact of the 
anti-Sandinista guerrillas? 

"A: They’re creating a great deal of dis- 
array and pressure on the regime. 
They’ve damaged the economy. Daniel 
Ortega said a couple of weeks ago that the 
contras have cost them about one-third of 
their exports. The main impact, however, - 
is to divert Sandinista leaders from sup- 
porting the insurgency in El Salvador and 
bringing pressure on them to negotiate 
sensibly to a more peaceful situation in 
that whole area. They are perceived to be 
the threat to the peace by all the sur- : 
rounding countries becuuse Nicaragua is 
the base for supporting insurgencies not 
only in El Salvador but in Costa Rica, 
Guatemala and Honduras as well. 

Q: While the United States may want to 
pressure the Sandinistas to end support 
for Marxist guerrillas elsewhere, is that 
really the goal of the contras in Nicara- 
gua? Aren’t they bent on overthrowing the 
regime? 

A: Those things are always mixed. They 


would like to unseat the regime. The ques- _ 


tion is: What is the U.S. government's pur- 
‘pose? In World War II we were helping the 
communists, the Royalists, the Gaullists 
-and everybody. They were all trying to get 
power. We didn’t care about that; we just 
wanted to get help against the Nazis. 
It’s an analogous situation we have here. 
Our own national interests need not be . 
strictly tied to any one group’s goals. 
Q: What chance do the contras have of 
overthrowing the Sandinista regime? 


A: I think there’s. no chance that 
they will be able to overthrow the govern- 
ment. In the resistance, you have, itis i 
said, perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scat- 
tered around the open, unpopulated 
parts of the country, which is where guer- 

“rillas can hide. They can't go into the 
cities, which the government is protecting 
with tanks and:75,000 men in the army, 
the militia and the security forces. So { 
they’re not going to overthrow that gov- 
ernment. It could be — but it’s a very long 
shot and unlikely — that the government. . 
would dissolve because the people 
would get fed up and fall away from the 
regime. But it’s hard to change a govern- 
ment that operates a system of control 

| where everybody in every block is 

‘. counted and any strangers who show have 

: to explain themselves. . oy 

Q: Are the Cubans still heavily involved 
in Nicaragua or have they reduced their 

’ presence there, as some recent reperts 
suggest? : 

A: While the Cubans have been talking 
about lowering their presence, they’ve 
actually been moving in more people. The 
Cubans run thé security services that 
manage the-block-population-control sys- 

‘tem. There are 7,000 to 9,000 Cubans in _ 


a 


" Nicaragua including 3,000 to 3,500 mili- 

"tary advisers intertwined with the Nica- | 

' raguan military. They also have 5,000 to 

; 6,000 teachers, construction and health 

' workers who are regularly taken back to 
Cuba on rotation. The replacements _ 
now being sent have had military training 
and are under 40. 

As we saw in Grenada, Cuban con- 
struction workers carry rifles as well as 
shovels. There have been occasions where 
these Cuban construction workers joined 
in the fighting in Nicaragua when contras 

‘tangled with the Nicaraguan military. 
Q: Is there any evidence that Cuba or 
the Soviet Union is converting Nicaragua | 
into a kind of strategic base? 

A: We were concerned about that 

' because they were lengthening airfields 

' in Nicaragua to make them long enough to . 

| handle supersonic planes. And we know — 
Nicaraguan fliers were going to Bulgaria, 
to the Soviet Union and Cuba to be 


trained. That has continued. The training | 


‘has been completed. We believe that 
‘MiG-23s are in Cuba earmarked for Nica- 
jagua and that Nicaraguan pilots are 
-_practicing in them. We believe the planes 
: haven’t been sent over to Nicaragua, 
‘because they’re concerned about our 
‘response. ees : 

ae Q: If Nicaragua is being forced to 
divert its attention from El Salvador | 
(because of the contras’ activities), why 
‘do the Marxist guerrillas in El 

Salvador seem to have been gaining in 
recent months? ; fA d 

A: They might be doing better without 

‘that diversion. We do know that the Salva- 
doran guerrillas have been able to 
‘increase their numbers by training and 
.arming some of their support people. At 
-the same time, we have pretty good 
reporting that they’re short of ammuni- | 
tion and funds, and they’re not as are 
effective as they would be if Nicaraguan 
support were unimpaired. Also, the Salva- | 
doran Army has been getting more effec- | 
tive. Before the period leading up to the 
elections, the army had the guerrillas 
pretty well broken up and pushed back 

into their bases in mountainous areas. 

_ Ithas a lot of deficiencies but it is 
improving steadily through 

better training, better leadership, more 
aggressive tactics and more-sustained 
operations. It needs more mobility, there 

is still plenty of room for improvement. 
Experts say an army needs an 8 or 10 tol 
advantage to win a guerrilla war. Look at 
the Nicaraguan Army and militia — 
75,000 men under arms — and they are 
unable to cope with 15,000 contras. The 
ratio of the Salvadoran army to guerrillas 
is something like 4 to.1, and the 


_ Guerrillas have a safe haven, a supply and . 


a command-and-control base right 
across the border in Nicaragua. Given 


that situation, the Salvadoran army is not 
‘doing badly. 


The only way you're going to resolve 
the conflict in El Salvador is if two things 
happen: You have to deprive the guerrillas 
of their safe haven and further reduce 
the flow of supplies and build up the Sal- 
vadoran army by. 25 to 40 percent to 


improve the ratio of army to guerrillas. 


Cratianed ; 
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aid to El Salvador if the death squads con- . 
tinue to operate there? Why is the Salva- 
doran government unwilling or unable to 
deal with the death squads? ne ; 

A: I think it’s a cultural problem. It’s a 

violent society, like most of the societies 
down there. Everybody talks about the 
right-wing death squads. During recent 

.months, most of the assassination victims - 
have been supporters of the Roberto 
D’Aubuisson movement, the so-called 
right wing. So there are left-wing death 
squads. The guerrillas practice intimida- 
tion, and they slaughter people as they did 
in Vietnam. It’s a civil war. And they also 
have this special kind of free-lance, non- 
governmental death squad that practices 
revenge. That works both ways right 
across the society. . 

Besides that, the judicial systérmin El 
Salvador leaves much to be desired. They 
have a hard time getting any convictions. 
But basically what we’re talking about is 
whether our primary purpose is to estab- 
lish a better society in E] Salvador, . . 
which isn’t likely to happen quickly under | 
present circumstances, or to protect the— | 

_Security interests of the United States and 


{ 


give Salvadoran democracy a chance to. 
! i 


develop. - oo 
Q: Are you worried that Central 
America will become a major issue in the 
_ political campaign and undermine pop- . | 
_ ular support for the administration’s | 
' Strategy there? 
A: I think people in the long run are 
less concerned about reports of mining 
Nicaraguan harbors than they are about 
the danger of creating a wave of immigra- | 
tion into this country if Central America | 
or any part of it should fall under | 
Soviet-Cuban domination. If we have 
another Cuba in Central America, Mexico ; 
will have a big problem and we're going | 
to have a massive wave of immigration. 
The effort to prevent this from happening 
is not going to excite Americans as much 
as the threat they would face if things 
gowrong. 

Also, I think people are concerned 
about the military danger. If the commp- 
hists solidify their hold on Nicaragua, the 

other countries down there would have to 
accommodate in some way. The commu- 
nists would next be looking at Mexico, to 
find problems that they specialize in 
exploiting. So what you're looking at for 
your children and your grandchildren is a : 
long-term prospect of 100 million hostile | 
people immediately south of our border if 
we fail to give democracy a chance to 
develop in Central America. 

Q: To turn to the other Spot that worries 
Americans —he Middle East: What is the 
likelihood of an Iranian victory in the war | 
with Iraq? | 

A: The Iraqis should be able to stave off | 
this current offensive because they have 
such a preponderance of air, artillery and | 
tank power. But the Iranians have the 
numbers; they have the Staying power; 


They've also got a big Shi'ite population 
with religious ties to Iran. I think the pre- 
vailing opinion is that in the long run the 
Iranians have some important advan- 
tages. 


Q: What dangers might the United 
States face if Iran does win? | 

A: If Iran prevails and a radical Shi’ite | 
regime is established in Baghdad similar 
to the Khomeini regime in Tehran, there | 
are a lot of people they could turn loose 
against Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the gulf: 
States, which have supported Iraq. i 


Q: What would the United States do if 
‘Iran moved against these oil states in the i 
gulf region? ~ 

- A: I can’t speculate on that. The U.S. 
“government said that we would keep the 
Strait of Hormuz open. As to something 

happening in one or another of these 


countries around the gulf, any reaction, I | 


-would suppose, would depend upon the | 


-circumstances at the time. 


- Q: That brings up the problem of state- 
-sponsored terrorism that Secretary of 
‘State George Shultz has been talking 
about: What can the United States do to 
counter terrorism sponsored by Iran and 
other governments — assassinate their 
people, bomb their capitals or what? 

-- A: Don’t put words in my mouth. As 
Secretary Shultz said, we're dealing with 
“anew phenomenon in state-sponsored ter- | 

: rorism — a new weapons system that 
‘obliterates the distinction between peace 
_and war. The Iranians use their diplo- 


_—fiatic facilities as a platform to make __ 


—y 
Hy 


revolutionary guards, communications _- | 


| facilities and money available for terror—~ 


ist planning and action. They've attacked 
us twice in Beirut — the American 
‘Embassy and the Marine barracks. They~ . 
turn up in many countries in Africa, Asia 
and Europe, and we are likely-to see them 
here. They send their missionaries across 
the whole Moslem world, from Morocco - 
to Malaysia and Indonesia, preaching > 
Khomeini’s brand of radical religious- a 
social gospel. It’s a force that we're going, 
to have to reckon with in many dimen- 
sions. : 


Q: But what can you do about it? Do you 
get into the business of assassinating ter- 
rorist leaders? ; : 
A: We don’t engage in assassinations. . / 
We have to depend on a combination of ~" 
strong security measures and interna- . 
tional cooperation to deter and defeat ter-. 
rorism. There are more than 50 major 
terrorist organizations, and hundreds of ' 
mom and pop shops — little groups that 
take on operations for hire. We can count~ 
scores of terrorist-training camps in Iran, 
Libya, Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria, the 


Soviet Union, Romania, Cuba and other Nests 


bloc countries. :; 
There are several things you can do to, 
cope with this kind of terrorism. You can 
handle it by defending yourself, defending | 
potential targets. That’s pretty tough i 


-nenko? 


Pa 


Beso AOORAMEH't got enough police- a 
bere to Gx08 every target and you don’t 


know where they’re going to hit. So we are 
engaged in helping sécurity organiza- ; 
tions in a great many countries to imprové 
their training and operational profi- 
ciency. These countries have their own 
intelligence capabilities to watch the ter- 24 
rorists. nk 
There’s a question of deterring terror- , 
ism by sending the message that if . sass 
the terrorists attack there will be retali- 
ation. It’s not necessarily a matter of 
striking back directly at the terrorists. — 
The Israelis, for example, send the mes-~ : 
sage: “If we're hit from your territory, 
that’s your responsibility and we're going 
to kick you in the teeth, somehow” I, _ 
think you will see more of that — retali- * ; 
ation against facilities connected with the 
country sponsoring the terroristsor , ~ 
retaliation that just hurts the interests of 7 
countries which sponsor terrorism. eae 
‘A third way to handle state-sponsored . 


-terrorism needs to be developed faster —. 


a kind of international, diplomatic coun- - 


-teroffensive against international terror- |, 


ism. ma 
Q: Turning to the Soviet Union, what - 4 

has been the effect of the change in lead-.. 

ership there from Andropov to Cher- - _, 


‘A: Minimal. Chernenko is clearly a 
transitional leader, but nobody knows 
whether he’s going to be around six : 
months, two years or five years, andit _~ . 
doesn’t make much difference. My view is: 
that under the Soviet system today . 
everything is worked out ina collegial: -, 
way. Noone manisgoingtohavethe .~ 
.power to make a drastic change of direc: - 

.tion. And there’s no reason to assume that . 
when Chernenko goes, the situation will _, 
change. What you’ve got in the Soviet : 
Union is a generation of septuagenarians, : 
who are reluctant to forfeit their perqui-_.. 
sites by passing power to a younger an 
generation. They’re intent on hanging on..: 
to power. 7 


© 1984 U.S. News & World Report 
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You have to deprive the | 
guerrillas of their safe | 
haven and further reduce 

the flow of supplies and 

build up the Salvadoran 
army by 25 to 40 percent 

to improve the ratio of 

army to guerrillas. 
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Operation Sancho 


Clownish amateurism now emerges 
as the prime factor shaping American 
policy toward Nicaragua. So vexing 


philosophic problems about how to | 


deal with a Marxist regime give way to 
crude tactical questions, 

How did a delicate operation, requir- 
ing secrecy and finely calibrated pres- 


sure, become a hamhanded flimflam on | 


the Congress and the public? Why did a 


venture difficult for Caesar on his best | 


day fall into the hands of Sancho Panza? 
The quest for the fount of folly begins 


| 


with the concept of mining ports as a 


covert operation. Mining operations, if 
they have any effect, damage ships and 
thus become known. Therefore they are 
usually carried out by the Navy. But 
public support for such actions would 
have only been forthcoming in clear acts 
involving the Soviet Union. So the task 


was_made part of the covert pressures 
being mounted against the Sandinista 
regime by the CIA, 

Since the mining was almost certain 
to become public, special precautions” 
should have been taken to keep the 
United States clear by bringing third 
parties in. It was not enough simply to 


} 
t 
{ 
H 
i 
! 
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have Nicaraguans hostile to the Sandin- 


ista regime plant the mines from ships 
based in Costa Rica. The mines them- 
selves should have come from Germany 
or Korea. If a mother ship to guide the 
operations proved necessary, it should 
have been manned and captained by 
hirelings from, say, Greece or Panama. 
As it happened, there were Amer- 
ican crewnien on the mother ship, and 
the mines were easily associated with 
the United States. Reponsibility for 
that_elementary breach of prudence 
falls directly on the CIA and_its direc. : 
vai: 


Authority for such “covert operations” 
W intelli. 

gence committees of the Hous 

Senate. Exactly what wag divulged when 

and to which committee is a matter in 

dispute, But the record clearly shows in- 


vidious distinctions by the CIA. Notice 


was given early, and unambiguously, to 


the House Intelligence Committee under 
Edward Boland, a Democrat from Mas- 
: Sachusetts,. 


The information was passed tardily 
and ambiguously to the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee, which is chaired by 
Barry Goldwater, the Arizona Republi- 
can, with Daniel Moynihan of New 
York as the ranking minority member. 
Why the distinction? Was it, as many 
senators believe, yet another sleazy ac- 
tion by Casev, this time animated by 


resentment of the hard questions 


posed by the Senate committee about 
Pesed by the Senate committee avout! 


-his private financial dealings? _ 
other issue arose when Nicaragua 


moved to complain about the U.S. part 
in the mining to the International Court 


of Justice at the Hague. That court deals 


primarily with technical questions, and 
Many countries have denied its jurisdic- 


"tion over’ what are essentially political 


and security questions, 
. The United States could easily have 


followed that model It could have - 
mounted the argument, advanced by _ 


United Nations Ambassador Jeane Kirk- 


patrick, that American actions against | 


Nicaragua were part of a program for col- 
lective self-defense against aggressive de- 


signs by the Marxist regime on its neigh- : 
bors, Whatever the merits of such an ar- | 
gument, it would have dragged on for | 


months, and probably years, until long 
after the present case was moot, 


Instead, the United States announced - 
unilaterally that it would not accept the ’ 
jurisdiction of the world court in the area - 


of Central America for the next two 
years. That statement broke with a gen- 
eral tradition of giving six months’ ad- 
vance notice on a refusal of jurisdiction, 
It worked, about as much as any action 
could, to convict the United States in 
the eyes of international opinion of wan- 
ton disregard for international law and 
accepted modes of behavior, 

No explanation accompanied the 


decision to flout the law instead of run- : 
ning it into the ground. But the dis- _ 


tinct impression here is that the Rea- | 
gan White House cares little for the | 
opinion of foreign countries. An official 

who wants to get ahead in this admin- 


‘istration shows his mettle by standing ' 


tall against the rest of the world. It is a 

technique known as Courage in Profile, 
What happens next in Nicaragua and ' 

the rest of Central America is not clear. ‘ 


But a nasty chapter could be shaping up. 
USS. aid to the forces fighting the Sandin- 
istas is apt to lapse in the near future. If 
80, terrible perils loom for people engaged 
in the fighting by American agents prom- 
ising American support. New names will 
be added to the list of nations and per- 
sons let down by this country. 

The simple-minded will blame the 
debacle on congressional figures alleged 
to be soft on communism. In self-de- 
fense, and to teach lessons for the future, 
Congress ought to develop the deeper 


‘coeey. That te: the sory. of how Dan 


Quixotes at the top, without paying seri- 
ous heed to public opinion, illegitimately 
committed this country to a line of 
policy which they then allowed a gang of : 
Sancho Panzas to botch in a series of | 
monumental blunders. 

' @1964, Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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HOUSE PANEL 'FERRETED OUT' ON NICARAGUA RAID, MEMBER SAYS 
BY ROBERT PARRY 7 
WASHINGTON : 


Key members of the House Intelligence Committee had to “ferret out" the facts 
about the CIA's direct supervision of a commando raid against the key 
Nicaraguan port of Corinto, a congressman on the panel says. 


Rep. Norman Y. Mineta, D-Calif, said the CIA initially told the committee 
that the devastating Oct. 10 raid was conducted by a Nicaraguan rebel group, but 
under persistent questioning, conceded two days after the attack that agency 


officers directed it from a ship at least 12 miles offshore in international 
waters. 


"The committee found out about the raid only after it had taken Place and 
because (members) were persistent in ferreting out the information," Mineta said 
in an interview. "We should not be forced to cajole, harass and dig to find out 
what acts of war our government is committing." 


Mineta said the discovery of the direct CIA role at Corinto sparked the 
committee's unsuccessful attempt last fall to cut off all money for the program. 


The Senate Intelligence Committee apparently did not find out about the 
CiA's role in the raid until April 2, when the panel also was told of the 
agency's direction of the mining of Nicaragua‘s harbors, according to committee 
sources, The mining began in January. 


sen. David Durenberger, R-Minn., a panel member, said the committee paid 
little attention to developments in Nicaragua from september to March, the 


period when the CIA became directly involved in the war against Nicaragua’s 
ieftist Sandinista government. 


Durenberger said the Senate committee deserves Part of the blame for the 
recent furor over whether the CIA had kept Congress adequately informed about 
the mining. “In part, it's our fault for not staying well informed,” he said, 


Durenberger also said the failure of CIA -backed Nicaraguan "contras" _ or 
counter-revolutionaries — to make major military gains prompted the spy agency 


to take a more direct role in trying to pressure the Sandinistas, who President 
Reagan claims supply leftist guerrillas in El Salvador. . 


CIA officials "realized the contras and their ralliers were only going ta 


be able to do so much. They weren't going to be able to accomplish much in the . 
north or south" of Nicaragua, Durenberger said in an interview, 


"You had to move it up to some higher level with some specialized activity 
that would put economic pressure" on the Sandinistas, he said. 


Mineta said Reps. Edward P. Boland, D-Mass., the chairman, and Lee Hamilton, 
D-Ind., pressed the effort to obtain the facts about the Corinto raid, in which 


commandos opened fire from speedboats, touching aff a major oil file that forced 
the town’s evacuation. 


Continued 
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Nicarague Dispute Raises Basic Questions 


Does Congress Oversee or Overlack CIA‘ 


By DOYLE McMANUS, Times Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON—The CIA and. 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 
have stumbled almost inadvertently 
into a noisy conflict over the way 
Congress monitors secret U.S. intel- 
ligence operations~a conflict that 
raises basic questions about the 


effectiveness of the seven-year-old. 


system for overseeing the huge 
intelligence agency. 

The dispute began last week over 
whether CIA chief William J. Casey 
had fully informed the Senate panel 
of the U.S. role in mining Nicara- 
gua’s harbors. It has steadily be- 
come both broader and more bitter, 
with each side accusing the other of 
dereliction of duty. 

_ “The trust isn't there,” said Sen. 
David F. Durenberger (R-Minn.),a 
‘moderate Republican member of 
the committee. “There is an impor- 
tant amount of trust that has to exist 
between the Senate and the com- 
mittee that represents it and be- 
tween the committee and the (CLA) 
professionals it’s overseeing. And 
it’s in this area that things have 
fallen down.” 

The committee announced 
Wednesday that it plans hearings 
next week—~both to re-examine the 
CLA's covert operations in Central 
America and to register complaints 
that Casey has not kept the commit- 
tee informed. 


Members of the panel, including ; 


its conservative chairman, Sen. 
Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.), have 
charged that Casey deliberately did 


not tell them that CIA personnel: 


were aboard a mother ship in inter- 
national waters, directly supervis- 
ing the Latin American commando 
teams that mined Nicaragua's har- 
bors earlier this year. - 
“I don't like this. I don’t like it on 
bit from the President or from you,” 
Goldwater declared in a letter to 
Casey last week, — ; 
For its part, the CIA has hit back 
in an unusual series of statements to 
the press, saying that its 
representatives discussed the sub- 


ject of mining with the two congres- 
sional intelligence committees no 
fewer than 1] times this year. Thus, 
the agency argues, it kept the 
oversight committee “fully in- 
formed,” as the Intelligence Over- 
sight Act of 1980 requires. 

Yet the underlying reality ap- 
pears less clear-cut than the charg- 
es and countercharges. The issue 
hinges on two questions, one_in- 
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‘volving the CIA and the other touching the effective- 
‘ness of the committee: 


—Exactly what constitutes keeping the committee 
fully informed: Should the CLA have volunteered more 
explicit and detailed statements about the mining? 

-—How carefully did individual members of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee study the CIA’s briefing 
statements, and how vigorously did the senators and 
their aides follow up on the briefings to elicit more 
information? 

The CIA’s public statements of its position have 
repeated in diplomatic terms what Casey told the 
senators more bluntly, according to committee aides: “If 
you don’t ask the right questions, you won't get the 
Tight answers.” - ; 

That, senators and their aides say, has been the 
pattern of CIA dealings with the committee: The crusty 
Casey tells the senators what he considers the minimum 
necessary —and the senators, all too often, fail to follow 
up with questions on details that might concern them. 

That apparently is what happened in the case of the 
mining, which Casey mentioned, briefly, to the commit- 
tee in two hearings last month. . 

It is also what happened, a committee aide said, in the 
case of the speedboat raids that the CIA-sunervised 
Latin American teams are said to have conducted 
against Nicaraguan oil facilities last September and 
October. “‘We only found out about that one on Tuesday, 
and we're still trying to find out what actually 
happened,” the committee aide said. 


Blame Enough for All 


At least some officials on both sides are willing to 
admit that there is blame to go around, 

“Casey brought this problem partly on himself,” said a’ 
State Department official who refused to be quoted by 
name. “It’s part of his job to keep Barry Goldwater 
happy, and he hasn't done that.” : 

Durenberger, a long-time critic of Casey, said: “We 
have to share, as a committee, some responsibility for 
the situation.” 

The squabble has reinforced the ill-feelings that each 
side already bore toward the other. 

To some in the CIA and elsewhere in the Administra- 
tion, the senators’ reaction to the mining appeared to be 
pure election-year polities. “They didn’t object to any of 
it until it was in the newspapers,” said one Reagan 
appointee. i ; 

To some in Congress, it deepened their sense that the 
CIA chief had no intention of bringing them into his 
confidence. “I think the problem with Casey is never 
going to get better,” Durenberger said. 


é ‘Fully and Currently Informed’ 
The CIA, always uncomfortable at seeing its opera- 


tions debated in public, has refused to enlarge on its 


three prepared statements, which contended—without 
supplying much detail—that Casey has fully complied 
with the Intelligence Oversight Act. That law provides 
that the director of Central Intelligence shall keep the 
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BY CHARLES ALDINGER 
WASHINGTON 


Congress, OHitterly angry over Reagan administration covert action in 
Nicaragua, may move to tighten its control over the Central Intelligenge Agency 
( Cl4) , according to congressional sources. 


They seid such a mave would be prompted by reported use of the agency's funds 
and personnel in sowing mines and attacking harbor facilities in leftist-ruled 
Nicaragua. 


A source close to the House of Representatives Intelligence Committee told | 


Reuters Wednesday night that “the committee has been and will be vigilant and 
skeptical concerning CIA activities." 


He noted many lawmakers have complained that Congress was not properly 


informed of CIA actions in Nicaragua and said the House and Senate might give 
serious consideration to revamping its oversight of activities by the CIaA./ 


The oversight system, which many lawmakers feel has broken down, presumes a 
trust between Congress and the CIA. 


While the CIA is legally obliged to outline covert activities to Congress © 
before they occur, Some lawmakers complain the agency often does its best to 
hide controversial acts and to blur its budget. 


Larry Kettlewell, a covert action specialist for the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, said the panel would fold a closed briefing next week on the CIA 
program in Nicaragua. 


Before they began an Easter recess last week, the House and Senate 


overwhelmingly demanded that the administration cut off any aid for mining of 
Nicaraguan harbors. / 


Following a new allegation against the CIA this week, Congress may return 
in ah even worse mood, sources said. 


Congressional sources told Reuters Wednesday that CIA officers last October 
sat on-a "mother ship" outside the 42-mile limit and directed the destruction af 
an Oil storage facility at the Nicaraguan port of Cortino by anti-government 
guerrillas. Later, they said, the CIA reported it to Congress. 


"It's clear that this is another case in which ( CIA Director William) Casey | 


failed to dO what he was supposed to do, namely fulfill the legal requirement to 
inform Congress beforehand,” said a staff aide close to the House Intelligence 
Committee. 


Both Democrats and a large number of Republicans in Congress have charged the 
administration went too far in its zeal to cut off what it calls the flow of 


leftist revoiution and Soviet bloc arms from Nicaragua to other parts of Central 
America. , 


. Continued 
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4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 ) 656- 4068 | 


FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF 


PROGRAM The Fred Fiske Show STATION WAMU-FM _ 
DATE April 19, 1984 10:05 P.M. ciy Washington, D.C. 
SUBJECT Nicholas M. Horrock On Mining Nicaraguan Harbo 


FRED FISKE: With the debate raging concerning the CIA 
involvement in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, with concern 
over terrorism mounting, and the argument over the defense budget 
on the front burner, we're very pleased to have at our micro- 
phones this evening Nicholas M. Horrock, who is national security 
correspondent for Newsweek. A veteran of the New York Times, 
Nick Horrock headed its Washington investigative team and 
directed a series on immigration which won a Pulitzer Prize in 
1981. He headed the Newsweek Saigon Bureau during the Vietnam 
war, headed its investigative team during the Watergate period, 
as well. 


We're very pleased to have you with us, Nick. Thanks 
for coming. 


NICHOLAS -HORROCK: Thank you very much, 


FISKE: The current issue of Newsweek has an excellent 
story on the mining of ae Nicaraguan harbors. It's titled "A 
Furor over the Secret War. 


Has the Administration shot itself in the foot? 


“HORROCK: Oh, I think badly. They've probably taken: two 
toes off, at least. Also, I think that a lot of people that I 
talk to in the CIA started out wondering whether it's a secret 
war. It is undoubtedly one of the best publicized secret wars 
we've had. We've had others, of course, in Laos and Africa. But 
this time they really seem, with an ill-conceived tactic -- and 
most people now look -at it and wonder how it was conceived--- an 
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CIA says it 
gave data 


By Storer Rowley 
Chicago Tribune - 


WASHINGTON—Frustrated by re- 


peated charges that the CIA did not . 


adequately 


inform Congress about - 


the mining of Nicaragua’s harbors, 


‘the agency defended itself Monday 
night and asserted that CIA officials 
had briefed congressional oversight 
committees 11 times on the covert 
operation. -. - : 


The CIA issued its third and stron- 


gest public statement in a week 


_about the controversy and ‘declared: 


“There has been no reluctance to 
share information” with lawmakers 
or their staffs. 

The brief statement was approved 
by CIA Director William sous and 
released Monday night by 


huck . 


Wilson, deputy. director of public af- . 


fairs for the agency. “We've been 
keeping the Congress informed,” 
Wilson said; 
He acknowledged such a statement 
was unusual but added: ‘'These are 
pretty rare times. We've :seen this 
whole -town blow up with a lot of 
political statements." ; 
LAST WEEK, Sen. 
Goldwater [R., Ariz.J, chairman of 
the Senate Select Committee on In- 
telligence, wrote a scathing letter to 
Casey saying he was. angry about 
public disclosures of the mining of 
icaraguan ports and complaining 
that he had not been kept adequately 
‘informed, 
On pundey. 
‘Moynihan [ 


. N.Y.) resigned as 


vice chairman of the Senate intelli- 


pence committee, also arguing that 
é@ had been kept too much in the 
dark about the mining of the harbors 
of the leftist Sandinista regime - in 
that Central American country. 


White House spokesman Larry - 
that - 


-Speakes told reporters Monda 
President Reagan is ‘‘doing what he 
thinks is right” in Central America, 
but he refused to confirm public) 

that the CIA helped direct and _fi- 
nance the mining. | So 
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Sen. Daniel -Patrick’ 


sa 


Members of Congress, howevel! 
have complained bitterly about U.S 
involvement in the mining, which * 
Goldwater described as “an act of 
war.’’ Even the CIA statement is- 
sued Monday referred directly to the 


: operation. 


to Congress 


“SINCE THE FIRST of this year, 
the subject of mining of Nicaraguan 
ports has been discussed with either 
members or staffers of the com- 
mittees and other members of the 
coneress 11 times,” the statement 
said. 

.“This office has been in virtual 
daily contact with members of the 
House or Senate oversight com- 
mittees as well as staffers and mem- 
bers of other committees of the Con- 
gress,’’ the statement said. It 
continued by stating that ‘‘the obli- 
gation to keep the oversight com- 
mittees fully informed has ... been’ 
met.” 

On Monday, Sen. Patrick Leahy 
[D., Vt.J, @ member of the Senate 
intelligence committee, said he re- 
ceived full briefings from the CIA on 
the agency-backed mining of Ni- 
caraguan waters only because he 
“went and dragged it out of them.” 
_ The CIA statement said that Casey - 
told the-Senate intelligence commit- 
tee during his confirmation hearing 
Jan. 13, 1981: “I intend to comply 
fully with the spirit and the letter of 
,the Intelligence Oversight Act. I in- 
tend to provide this committee with 
oe information it believes it needs 
or oversight purposes.’ ; 

UMOREOVER. SHOM 16 Septem- _ 
ber 1983 through 2 April 1984, other 
officials of CIA briefed either the 
committees or. the committee staffs 
22 times on Central American devel- 
opments,” the statement said. 

In The Hague, Netherlands, World 
court judges deliberated behind - 
closed doors Tuesday as to whether 
the United States will have to answer 
-Nicaraguan charges that it violated 
international law by mining the Cen- 
tral American country’s harbors... 

A court official said the govern- 
ments of both countries would be 
bake as soon as the 15 judges 
‘véached a decision. | ard 
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CIA Directly Oversa 
Attack in October on - 


N icaragua Oil Facility 


By Charles R. Babcock” | . CIA Director William J. Casey already ‘is 
Washington Post Statt Writer | under fire from congressmen for his alleged 
CIA officers aboard’a “mother ship” off! “lack ¢f candor in informing intelligence com- 
the coast of Nicaragua ‘directly supervised ; mittees of the details of the Reagan admin- 
commando raids from speedboats that heavi- "istration’s supposedly secret war against Nic- 
ly demaged Nicaraguan port ‘facilities last _eragua. That controversy has threatened 
fall, months before they supervised the con- congressional support for continued funding 
troversial mining of the country’s harbors in: “of the rebels fighting Nicaragua’s Marxist 
January, administration and congressional Sandinista government, 
sources said yesterday. . >. ~~ One congressional source said staff mem- / 
The CIA leased the ship last summer, ac- bers of the House intelligence committee 
cording to the sources, and American agents first “got wind of the mother ship about mid- 
aboard it furnished the speedboats, guns and . _. October,” but didn’t get a full briefing on 
ammunition and directed the raid by anti. _ either the ship's role-in the raid or the min-, 
government rebels in the port city of Corinto ; * ing until Jan. 31 and then only after persis- 
last Oct. 10. The CIA officers staved on the tent questioning from members, _ 
ship in international waters beyond the 12- ‘But another source said that some. House 


mile limit, while ClA-trained Latin comman- ‘ 
dos piloted the speedboats into the harbor terday that the CIA had directed the raid, as 
and shot up an oil terminal, the sources said. well as the mining. 

The raid heavily damaged oil storage | “We were directly misled,” he said. “They . 
tanks and forced thousands of inhabitants to. 
flee. At the time, the Nicaraguan govern- ” 
ment charged that the “criminal attack” was | 
part of a CIA plan, but the U.S.-supported 
“contras” of the Honduras-based Nicaraguan - 
Democratic Front (FDN) claimed credit for | 
the raid. BN oasis 

A senior White House official confirmed 


committee members didn’t know until yes- 


led us to believe it was the contras, but as.it turns 
out it was CIA personnel on the mother ship, di- 
recting the operations, picking the targets and the 
whole business.” es = Tos 

_A Senate committee source said the agency had 
told the committee'in general terms last summer 
that it was training the anti-Sandinista forces in. 


. laying mines, but not that Americans would be 
= act oo d igang a : directly supervising their actions. “When you get 
ica officers] had the Sree y . agency officers directly involved, that’s really a 


: high-stakes game,” he said. a 

The Associated Press quoted a source as The Senate committee staff learned about the - 
saying the CIA had directed a series of such ‘U.S.-directed raids from House staffers and then 
raids on Nicaraguan ports,-including one on ° Ss 


oil and pipeline facilities at Puerto Sandino | ‘began asking questions on the “mother ship” at an 


on Sept. 8. Me te pee April 2 briefing, one source said. ie 

A CIA spokesman declined to comment A few days earlier, in answer to a query about 
yesterday, except to say that Congress had mining by Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.L), the rank- 
been informed of its covert. operations as ing minority member of the Foreign Relations 
required by the intelligence oversight laws. Committee, the CIA’s legislative liaison, Clair 

But, as in the case of the mining, congres- George, sent minority staff director Gary J. 
sional sources said the House. and Senate Schmitt a two-sentence letter that said “unilater- | 
intelligence committees were not told of the . ally controlled Latino assets” were involved. ‘| 
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raids until reggntpoved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-Znnterrrit 


ARTICLE APPEARED ; 
OR PAGE AP ed For ReleaSé"2008741 2EMES1A-RDP91-0090 


18 April 198k 


R000400040001-2 


The Real Intelligence Failure 


Back once more to those mines in Nicaragua's 
harbors: It's as plain as the morning-headlines now 
that William Casey and his cryptic Centra] Intelli- 
gence briefers didn’t exactly do their legal duty to 
keep the Senate’s oversight committee “‘fully and 
currently informed." But there’s a bigger mystery. 
Call it The Case of the Incurious Congress. ~ 

By the time those mines damaged some Soviet 
and other shipping, the legislators’ embarrassment 
was plain. Mining harbors, in Senator Goldwater’s 
blunt words, is an act of war, and not only against 
Nicaragua. It provoked . justifiable protests and 
-neediessly aroused - sympathy for Nicaragua 
abroad.. 

Still, the failure of intelligence in Washington 
cannot all be laid at Mr. Casey’s cellar door. The un- 
derlying failure has been Congress’s timidity, its re- 
luctance to press the Administration to define the 
purposes of the “‘secret” war. It endorsed confusion 
because it did not want to know too much. 

From its inception 30 months ago, the ‘‘contra’’ 
war has been variously explained. Sometimes the 
President said the aim was to stop Nicaragua from 
exporting revolution. Sometimes he said it was to 
make the Sandinistas honor their democratic prom- 
ises. All the while, the contra insurgents recruited 
by the C.I.A. loudly proclaimed it as their purpose 
to overthrow the Managua regime. 

Congress not only wigrated this ambiguity but 


seemed to prefer it to any disturbing clarity. It did 
not want to endorse a commitment to overthrow the | 
Sandinistas. But neither did it want to risk the politi- | 
cal opprobrium of having to cancel the war if that 
turned out to be its purpose. So the legislators were . 
willing, perhaps eager, to take at face value the as- 
surances that the C.1.A.’s only goal was the interdic- 
tion of arms shipments to leftist guerrillas in E] Sal- 
vador. 

To let the matter stand at that, however, was to | 
ignore not only what the contras were saying but 
also what all the world knew they were doing. Last 


October, three months before any mining, they 


raided the port of Corinto and forced its evacuation 
by destroying 3.2 million gallons of fuel. There could | 
be no doubt that such ventures required the C.1.A.’s 
guidance and connivance. In the agency’s vernacu- 
lar, these were the operations of “unilaterally con- 
trolled Latino assets.” 

Yet there were few protests or demands for bet. . 
ter briefings then. With every indication that the 
war aims were far from settled, and included sabo- | 
tage and invasion, Congress asked only for another 
bland statement that interdiction was the goal. 

Thanks to Mr. Casey’s clumsiness, the watch- 
dogs can now claim that they were misled when in 
fact they were asleep or dreaming. But they can no 
longer evade the matter. As the price of supporting 
these operations, Congress will finally have to insist 
that their aims be clearly defined and that en % 
means be matched to legal ends. 
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FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF 
\ 
PROGRAM All Things Considered STATION WETA Radio 
NPR Network 
DATE April 18, 1984 5:00 P.M. © cry Washington, D.C. 
SUBJECT Problems in Central America 


SUSAN STAMBERG: CIA Director William Casey said Sunday 
that if the United States does not use the military to prevent 
communist victories in Central America, the U.S. will be flooded 
with refugees from that region. 


Commentator George McGovern says Mr. Casey is pre- 
seribing the wrong medicine for the wrong problem. 


GEORGE MCGOVERN; The problem in Central America is a 
combination of economic misery and political misrule. This is 
the source of revolution and the appeal of communism in Central 
America. The American response should not be to mine the harbors 
of Nicaragua or to arm the death squads of El Salvador. If we 
follow that course, we only feed the fires of revolution and 
invite a growing communist influence. At the same time, we 
weaken the image of the United States as a nation born in the 
fires of revolution, which has stood for justice and opportunity 
for all. 


If we are to be faced with growing migration pressures 
from Central America, as Mr. Casey predicts, it is not so much 
because of the designs of Moscow and Havana. Rather, it stems 
from the poverty of Central America. It is this poverty that we 
should be combatting, not the people of Central America who are 
revolting against conditions far worse than those that pEoguce? 
our own American Revolution in (1776. 


Central America needs the surplus food, the medical 


assistance, and the diplomatic cooperation of the United States. 


It does not need our troops, our military advisers, or the mining 
of its harbors. , 
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If the Reagan Administration wants to reduce the future 
- flow of refugees from Central America, it can best do that not by 
military intervention, but by helping to build a better life for 
our neighbors to the south. 
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Making loud noises © 


T is a bit late for politicians to try to 
cleanse themselves of complicity 
in the Nicaraguan mining esca- 

pade and to expect the public to admire 
theirhandiwork. |... 

Into that category must go Sen. Dan- 
iel Patrick Moynihan, who Sunday re- 
signed his vice-chairmanship of the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence. He stepped down, he said, to 
-protest the improper. briefing on CIA, 
involvement in the Nicaraguan mining 


that lec’ to the approval of $21 million in 


covert aid. ° ; 

Moynihan was no doubt motivated no 
less by the particulars of the Nicaragu- 
an episode than by a general frustra- 
tion with the duplicitous way the 
Reagan administration deals with Con- 
gress, paying lip service to those laws 
— usually ones that open up govern- 
ment to public’scrutiny — that it does 
notlike.. -.- e 


But.there was nothing quiet about 
Moynihan’s convictions, nor has there 
ever been. He quit on national televi- 
sion and on the front pages of the news- 


papers. He said that the alternative, a. 


"letter to CIA director William J. Casey, 
such as committee chairman Sen. 
Barry J..Goldwater wrote, would not 
bring “the attention of the executive 
branch.” Bo be eS “sg - 

By that, Moynihan perhaps meant 
the attention of the public, which usual- 
ly activates the attentions of the presi- 


dent. If, as a side benefit, Moynihan is 


fondly remembered as a courageous 
opponent of war-mongering, he will 
likely not be disappointed. i ae 
The senator, after all, has had ample 
opportunity to decry the mining of the 
harbors, since it has been known pub- 
licly since January. He and the rest of 
the committee also knew about the CIA 
involvement, even if that. tidbit had’ 


_ been dropped casually into a commit-: 


tee briefing on the secret war. 
Senators of Moynihan’s perspicacity. 
are usually able to see those tidbits for 
what they are. Are we to conclude, 
from Moynihan’s actions,. that he’s: 
angry at the CIA for not telling him: 
more or angry at himself for not de- 
manding more? 
Nonetheless, his vote to approve co- 
vert aid to Nicaraguan rebels is one 
Moynihan, and many others on that 
committee, would like to have back, 
and for good reason. However, it does 
little good at this point to fulminate 
about CIA secrecy and improper brief- 
ings and less good to resign over them. 
If public officials resigned every 


time their advisers led them astray, 
our public agencies would have a hard 


time ever attaining a quorum. mr 
Moynihan’s action was one of convic-,, 


tion wrapped in good timing. His eight- | 
-year term on the committee.: would 
~ have lasted only to the end of the year | 
_ anyway. He has made.a exiting noise 


loud enough for everyone to hear — : 
Reagan, Casey and his constituents in. 
NewYork... > ee 
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Moynihan’s resigneart 


ior 


smacks of grandstanding 


Sen. Moynihan protests too much; He 


is an old hand in the grey goings on of . 
intelligence and has been a prominent ~ 


member of the Senate Select Committee 


on Intelligence since he was first elected . 


to the Senate in 1976. 


As vice chairman of the committee °° 


Since 1981, and very often as acting - 


chairman in Sen. Goldwater’s.many 


absences, he has always known when 


a guarded statement by CIA officials — 


dential questioning, 


‘needed to be probed by further confi- 


HOST OF QUESTIONS. 


His highly publicized resignation as 
_. committee vice chairman — filmed 


“in his office last Friday but broadcast 


~: 


by ABC-TV “This Week” only on Sun- . 
‘day — raises a number of questions.~ - 


Why did Moynihan keep CIA director 


William J. Casey and deputy director 
Jack “McMahon waiting in rplcenl pene a” “There hasbeen someé<epmplaint - 
?-. 3. <vabout some other body (the Senate 
Further, when he then received %- 

~ Casey and McMahon to review the’ 
briefings, why did he not tell them 


‘chamber while he made his resignation 


statement to the ABC-TV cameras? -. 


that he had just made his statement 
resigning as the committee's vice 
Chairman? --  -, | - 

If Moynihan’s resignation was fit to 


be given to a TV camera crew would it- 


not have been common decency, to say - 
nothing of politeness, to have. in- 


formed Casey at the same time? | ~ 


Why did his New. York constituents - 


. have to wait two days, courtesy of a 


TV program, to learn of their Sena- — | 


tor's resignation when he could have - 


made it known last Friday? : 
If Moynihan is as offended as h 


makes out, why did he not resign im- 
mediately when he felt he had been ™- 


inadequately informed by the CIA? °° < 


s 


Moynihan says he was briefed on the - 


mining operation-by his senior commit- 
tee aide just before he voted, on April 6 


to approve continuing U.S. support for - "to become informed.” 


the Nicaraguan democratic forces, in- 
cluding the mining operations. : 
Why.didn't he resign then? Further, 
having waited’ a week to resign the 
vice chairmanship why didn't he go 
all the way and resign from the full 
committee?’ 
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~ FEW SUPPORTERS . 


a ‘Moynihan's sense of outrage about the 


CIA's briefings is not shared by Rep, 


Edward Boland (D-Mass.), chairman 


of the House intelligence committee 
and an opponent of the mining. 


porieir socom eo4 Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901IR000400040001-2 
re tle ey 


- Presumably the House committee — 


‘gets the same basic CIA briefings as 
‘ the Senate committee. Yet Boland told. 


the House Jast Thursday that his com- - 


‘mittee had been given the most exact — 


_Getails of the mining operation by 


Casey and that his committee had: 
closely monitored the activity from 
its start last January. : : 
Boland's committee even recalled’ 
Casey to keep itself up with-the opera- 
tion. Thus, on March 27, Casey provided 
details not only of the ports seeded with 
the non-lethal “acoustic” mines but the - 


names of ships hit together with their 


-smationalities and.cargoesinnis 


i committee) .not keeping pace with 
“what was happening,” he said. “I 
“know what my responsibilities are 
. and members of eur committee knew 
what their responsibility was to the 


ne 


membership of this House.” 


Nor is Moynihan's righteous indig- - 
nation shared unanimously by mém-. : 


bers of his own committee. 


” .Sen. Bentsen (D-Tex.) says there was - i 
precise reference to the mining opera- - 
: tion in the CIA briefings. Senators _ 


Durenberger (R-Minn.), Chafee (R-R.L), 


. Cohen (R-Me.) and Biden (D-Del), do 
. not fee) the briefings were adequate. 


, (R-Utah) is campletely satisfied and . 

‘says: “We were informed ‘twice ‘in- 

‘March. There are ways and means, if 
a Senator or Congressman is not lazy, ' 


Qn the other hand, Sen. Garn 


Sen. Lugar (R-Ind.), who voted 


’ against the mining, says: “Any Sena- 


tor, whether he is on the Senate intelli- 


gence committee or not, can be as well . 


informed as he wants to be. Any Sena- 


tor can go to the Senate intelligence | 


committee and read as:much as he 
wishes to read from the classified 
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Knowing about Nicaragua... 


Daniel_Moynihan’s resignation as vice chair- 
man of the’ Senate Intelligence Committee to 
protest the way the CIA handled disclosure of 
the Nicaragua mining operation shows just how 
far a legislator will go to avoid taking part of 
the blame for a foreign policy failure. 


Sen. Moynihan charged that the CIA gave the 


Senate :committee only a Single, 27-word. ‘‘ob- 
scured’ ‘sentence about the mining operation in 


a.two-hour Committee meeting on March 8 with _ 


CIA Director William’J.: Casey. But any con- 
gressional Jeader not thoroughly aware of what 
was going on had to be impersonating an 
ostrich. One of Mr. Moynihan’s colleagues on 
the intelligence committee, Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
said that he and many others who voted for 
covert aid in the Senate on April 5 had indeed 
been fully informed on the mining. 7 

Word of possible CIA involvement first ‘sur- 
faced on Jan..3 in a report over Managua radio 
re 
‘If'Sen. Moynihan’s reaction against the min- 
ing iwas convoluted, CIA Director William 
Casey’s recent public defense of it was crude 
and_cynical. “ 

In an interview with U.S. News and World 
Report; Mr. Casey appealed to public fear of 
illegal -Hispanic immigration to provide the 
justification for vigorous U.S. action against 

an and Soviet influence in Central America. 


“I think that people in the long run are less’ 


concerned about reports of mining Nicaraguan 


harbors,” he said, ‘than they are about the - 


danger of creating a’wave of immigration into 
this country if Central America or any part of 
it should fall under Soviet-Cuban domination.” 
__-Now, Mr. Casey is certainly correct in assess- 
ing public fears of new waves of immigration. 


The controversy over admitting large numbers: 


of “Vietnamese boat people and the spectacle of 


much about what was going on in Nicara 


' primary reason for 


defense line set u 


_ that ClA-directed Contras were mining Ni- 


caraguan waters. Although the CIA had in- 
formed both the House and Senate committees 
by April 2, Sen. Moynihan said he did not learn 


.of the extent of U.S. involvement until after he 


had voted on April 5 to provide the CIA with an 
additional $21 million for covert operations’ 
against Nicaragua. Sounds like a man trying to 
‘slide. out of harm’s way, doesn’t it? oc 
If Sen. Moynihan had been attentive, he ~ 
might have seized apon those 27 words and 
demanded that the CIA clarify its role in the 
operation. But it was more convenient for him 
and other congressmen .to avoid knowing too 
a so 
that they could use the issue to attack the 
Reagan administration if things went badly, As 
always, Congress wants to have it both ways: 
to be brought in on foreign policy decisions 
without assuming any responsibility for them. — 


. and a know-nothing line 


a flotilla of Cuban refugees landing in Florida 
are still vivid in the memory,  - 

But, honestly, illegal immigration is not a 
.S. involvement in Central 
America. Surely the specter of Soviet puppet. 
regimes committed to the spread of revolution 
in this hemisphere, along the United States’ 
southern flank, holds more immediate dangers. 
than the burden here of accepting refugees. 

If Mr, Casey’s remarks really retlected the 
motivation of administration pony in this vital 
region—if the mining is simply a-sort of distant 
to make the Border Patrol’s | 
job easier—then the critics of that policy would 
e right. < > oe) 

But, of course, that is not the case. Mr. Casey 
was simply engaging in an unsavory appeal to _ 
se i he ought to be ashamed of © 
himself. . a ia of ; 
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Sen. Moynihan’s point 


When, a month ago, the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency briefed the Senate Select 
Committee on harbor-mining operations in 
Nicaragua, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
was snoozing or otherwise occupied and the 
significance of the briefing sped past him 
unobserved. Now, in a characteristic bit of 
_ Stagecraft, the senator has resigned as vice 
. chairman of the committee — “to make a 


+2. point,” as he puts it. 


What point? That, during briefings on 


important espionage ‘operations, members. 


of the Select Committee on Intelligence 
ought to stay awake? Well, no, this is not Sen. 
Moynihan’s point exactly. His point, he says, 
is that the-*émmittee “was not properly 
briefed.” 


That so? Shall we examine the facts then? 
Let’s: CIA Director William Casey met with 
the committee Jast month —on March 8 and 
13, to be precise. At both meetings, tran- 
scripts show, Mr. Casey mentioned the 
harbor-mining operation. Yes, complains 
Sen. Moynihan, but Mr. Casey was too brief, 


encapsulating the mining operation ina sin- 


gle sentence of only 27 words. - 

All right. Mr. Casey might have been 
more expansive. But then Mr. Moynihan 
might have been more inquisitive — as 
inquisitive, say, as Sen. Joseph R. Biden J ti: 
the Delaware Democrat. Intrigued, Sen. 


Biden ask the committee staff to find out’ 


what was going on. The staff, brought up to 


speed by the CIA, briefed Sen. Biden in . 


detail. Sen. Biden shared this information 
with other senators, though not, for some 
reason, with Sen. Moynihan. 


We put it to you. Does this suggest that _ 


the CIA was holding back information? Or 
does it suggest instead that Sen. Moynihan, 
entrusted with oversight of the CIA, per- 


formed this important duty indifferently, ‘ 


missed out on a telling disclosure, found 
himself looking rather foolish, and so 
resigned his semi-exalted office to save 
face? 

You may take your choice, but it’s our 


guess that Sen. Moynihan will not be 


missed. 
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NOW ASSERTS 
OUGHT DELAYS 
IN SENATE BRIEFING 


a 


REVERSAL ON NICARAGUA 


GLA 


Agency Said on Sunday It Was 
i Senate Panel That Put Off 
'  @ Meeting in February 


By BERNARD GWERTZMAN 
Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 16 — The Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency reversed itself 
today and acknowledged that earlier 
this year, it delayed for six weeks a re- 
sponse to a request by the Senate Select 
Committee. on Intelligence for a brief- 
ing on covert activity in Nicaragua. 

AC.1LA,. spoxesman, George Lauder, 

| said he gave an incorrect account Sun- 
day when he told The New York Times 
that William J. Casey, the Director of 
Centrai Intelligence, had been ready to 
brief the committee in January, but 
had not done so unti] March because 
the committee asked for delays. 

The retraction was made after Rob- 
ert R. Simmons, the committee’s staff 
director, told The Times today that he 
asked Clair George, the C.I.A.’s liaison 
officer, in late January for a briefing in 
early February. Mr. Simmons said the 


C.I.A. sought two delays and did not | 


brief the committee until March 8. 
' Senators’ Complaints Recalled 


Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi- 
can of Arizona, committee chairman, 
and Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
Democrat of New York, .yice chair- 
man, have said that the C.1.A. did not 
keep the committee ‘‘currently” in- 
formed, in particular i the scope of 

\ American involvement in the mining of 
harbors starting in early January. 


The Senators have also said that 


when there were briefings, March 8 
and 13, Mr, Casey did not “fully” dis- 
| close the United States’ role. 
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The Intelligence Oversight Act of 
"1680 says that intelligence committees 
of Congress will be kept "fully and cur- 
rently informed of all intelligence ac- 
tivities” and of "any significant antici- 
pated intelligence activity.” 

Moynihan Is Asked to Reconsider 


- Senator Moynihan said Sunday that 
he was resigning as vice chairman of 
the Intelligence Committee to draw at- 
tention to what he said was the failure 
of the C.1.A. to inform it properly. 

Mr. Simmons said today that Senator 

, Goldwater, who is in Taiwan, had 
asked him to urge Mr. Moynihan to 
reconsider his resignation. Mr. Moyni- 
han said in a telephone interview that . 
he was not inclined to.change his mind. 

TheC.1.A., in seeking to demonstrate 
that it had kept committees informed, 
acknowledged” publicly for the first 
time today its involvement_in harbor 
mining. A statement said that ‘the sub- 
ject of mining of Nicaraguan ports” 
had been discussed 11 times this year in 
Congressional briefings. 


Mr, Simmons, the Intelligence Com- * phone conversation, was asked why the _ 


CLA, had briefed the House commit-_ 


mittee’s staff chief, filled in additional 
details on briefing arrangements. 


ccgimne cs 
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ter had agreed to accommodate the 
C.1A., and a meeting was set for Feb. 
23. Meanwhile, unknown to the Senate 
committee, the C.I.A. had briefed the 
House Intelligence Committee Jan. 31. 

On Feb. 24, Mr. Simmons said, he 
was called by Mr. George and told that 
the agency did not want to brief on Feb. 
29, as scheduled; because Mr. Shultz 
, would be “‘unavailable.’? Mr. Simmons 
| Said he told Mr. George that there was 
' pressure fronrmany committee mem- 
i bers for a briefing and he refused the 
| request to postpone the meeting. 


But on Feb. 27, Mr. Simmons said, 
Mr. Casey telephoned Senator Goldwa- 
ter to seek a delay, and Senator Gold- 
water agreed to a March 8 meeting. 


Today, when Mr. Lauder, the C.I.A. 


spokesman, was informed of Mr. Sim- 


mons’s rebuttal, he said he had to 


check. He called back and said that, on 


the basis of his conversations with 
C.1.4. officials, ‘‘Rob Simmons is 100 
' percent correct.”’ ; 


“T am truly sorry,’ Mr. Lauder said. ; 


“We regret any misunderstanding on 


: this matter.”’ 


Mr. Lauder, in a subsequent tele. 


‘In a telephone call that he initiated, :. , 
Mr. ‘Lauder said that on Jan. 12, Mr. ; 
! Casey told Senators Goldwater. and ! 


‘‘Moynihan in a letter that the C.I.A. 
wished to “withdraw the full amount of 
_ money” — $24 million — in funds ap-— 
: proved for Nicaraguan activities. 
|| “Twas a little Surprised,” Mr. Sim- 
: mons said. “I spoke to Clair George ; 
' around Jan. 23 and told him that, on the 
‘basis of this request, the members 
would probably want a meeting with 
| Mr. Gasey before the February re 
cess.”” The recess was for the Lincoln | 
and Washington birthdays. . 


Continuing his account of discussions | 
! with Mr. George, Mr. Simmons said: 

! He called me back and said the Ad- 

: Doinistration was still trying to make a ' 


decision on the issue of supplemental i. 


‘funds over and above the $24 million, ; 
and could the committee wait until 
after the recess for the hearing. He also 
said that, because the Nicaraguan pro- 
gram was part of the President’s for- 
eign policy, he felt Secretary of State 
Shuitz should be the lead witness.” 


Mr. Simmons said Senator Goldwa- 


| 
| 
| - 8S 
Goldwater Accommodated C.I.A. | be 


, : The New York Times 

Senator Barry Goldwater appealed 

to Senator Daniel, Patrick Moyni- 
han to reconsider his resignation. 


. tee on Jan. 31; but tad sought a delay in 
the Senate committee. He said the 
-C.1.A. was under the impression that 
some senators wanted Mr. Shultz_to: 
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a ” Who Will Take The Blame? 


Cc irector William Casey was looking 


for the lowest common denominator . 
recently when he proposed that Americans ° 


were more worried about a “wave of 
immigration” from Central, America 
spawned by a communist takeover than 


about the Reagan administration’s actions | 


there to forestall communist threats. 
“If we have another Cuba in Central 


America, Mexico will have a big problem, | 
and we're going to have a massive wave of 


immigration,” Casey told U.S. News & 
World Report. *The effort to prevent this 


from happening is not going to excite 


Americans as’much as the threat they 


would face if things go wrong.” 

Mr. Casey should remember ‘that the 
Reagan administration came into office 
complaining about the Marxist leanings of 
Nicaragua’s Sandinista government that 
took power in 1980. Where was the “wave of 


™ 


immigration” then, or now, despite the 
CLA’s covert war that is claiming new 
casualties every day? 

In El Salvador, the Reagan 
administration’s rearming and propping up. 
of the badly failing Salvadoran army has 
helped to intensify the civil war in that 
country. The fighting has displaced 
thousands of Salvadorans who now are 
more dependent on U.S. assistance. & 

‘In both cases,"Innocent civilians — not’ 
communists — have borne the brunt of the 
Reagan administration's refusal to “cease 
to involve itself in the internal and external: 


_ affairs of its neighbors,” a pledge the’ 


president is seeking from the Sandinista 
government: The ‘American-public cannct™ 
be fooled by Mr. Casey's jingoistic rhetoric. 
If a “wave of immigration” shovid occur 
trom Central America, he and his leader 
Foust be held responsible. . ef BORE 


— 
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Aaministration reacts to COn- 
ees unw illingness to continue the covert 

ar will be a good indicator of whether the 
Aéministeanien is prepared 1o meet Con- 
gress halfway in the search for a bipartisan 
foreign-policy consensus, or whether the 
Administration’s paeans to bipartisanship 
are little more than a demand for bipartisan 
acquiescence, 


May Use to Aid Contras 


ca; to become the contras’ patron could be 
seen'as a logical next step. No itern in the 
foreign-assistance budget has greater sup- 
port, particularly among Democrats, than 
aid to Israel, thus making the Israeli option 
virtually immune to congressional retribu- 
tioman 


By ‘WILLIAM M. LEOGRANDE 


The mining of Nicaragua’s harbors, William M. LeoGrande is an associate pro- 
unceriaxen DV tne Reagan Administration, fessor of political science at American Uni- 
without é: any real as Soames with “Con- versity in Washington. He has written widely 


on U.S. relations with Central America. 


O'Ne Neill. dr. s r. said flatly. 


the fuse not-so-secret War HELE the 


Sandinistas. “They're not going to gét any 
more money, House Speaker Thomas P 


ty ea = Roe ae an HR ee 


Can Con \Bress Tee he war? Opti- 
Trusts point to the congressional ban that 
etiectively h ivelv halted the Central Intelligence 


Agency's covert operations in Angola in ~ 
1976..Pessimists point to the Heagan Ad- 


ministration’s long record of being jess than 
forthcoming and cooperative with Congress 
on Central American issues, particularly its 
ingenuity in getting around congressionally 
mandated limits and conditions on aid to 
El Salvador. 

li Congress ties the purse strings, the 
Administration’s options will be limited. It 


_ could, of course, accept the judgment of 


Congress and abandon operations against 
Nicaragua. But Nicaragua has been a bete 
noire of the Administration ever since it 
came to office. On various occasions senior 
Administration officials, including President 
Reagan himself, have said that peace in 
Central America is impossible so long as the 
Sandinisias rule in Managua. In addition 
William J. Casey, the CIA director and 


A.second option for the Administration is 
to encourage—or at least tolerate—private 
fund-raising within the United States. In the 
past few months Central America has 
moved to the top of the issues agenda for the 
New Right, so the potential for such a 
funding drive is clearly present. That, 
however, would be such a blatant violation 
of the Neutrality Act that the Administra- 
tion would have a difficult time turning a 
blind eye to it over the long run. And private 
funding could not replace the technical and 
Iilitary advice that the CIA has provided to 


‘ the contras. 


Reagan's close friend, has reportedly taken | 


a_personal interest in the covert war. It is 
unbkely inhat the Administration would 
simphy bow to Congress’ insistence that U.S. 
involyement be ended. é 

But how could the Administration keep 
the wer going if Congress refused to pay for 
it? There are at least three possibilities, all of 
which have surfaced in the press only to be 
hotly denied by Administration spokesmen. 

The first would be to recruit other 
countries to pick up the tab for the war, 


perhaps in exchange for a promise to 


increase U.S. aid to those countries accord- 
ingly. This, after all, is how the covert war 
began, with Argentina and Honduras acting 


as U.S. proxies. But the Argentine and | 


Honduran generals who hired themselves 
out in 1982 have since been deposed, so new 
partners would have to be found. Israel is a 
prime candidate. The Likud government has 
alrecdy positioned Israel as a major arms 
supplier to rightist regimes in Latin Ameri- 
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The third option is for the Administration 
to simply continue funding the covert war, 
regardless of congressional action, by using ! 
various contingency funds and special ' 
emergency powers—as the President did 
Friday to provide military aid for El 
Salvador. 

This tactic on behalf of the Nicaraguan 
contras is probably unlikely in the immedi- 
ate future. s_jegal department 
recently prepared, at White House request, 

a study on the use of contingency funds to 
keep the covert war poing; it advised that 
such action probably wes illegal. lt was 
ecitically prohibited in the compromise on 
funding the covert war, which was crafted » 
between th ouse and Senate last year. 
But_when the new fiscal vear_ begins in | 
October this prohibition wil] iapse. Unless | 
covert war, the Administration will be able 
to circumvent the spirit of congressional 


action without actually violati he letrer 
aie 


‘The battle between Congress and the 
executive branch over the covert war 
against Nicaragua has been under way for 
more than two years, and, while the recent 
skirmishes certainly have been among the 
most intense, the battle is far from over. The 
Reagan Administration has made clear its 
belief that Congress ought not meddle in 
foreign policy, and Congress has been 
equally adamant in its refusal to return to 
the passivity that marked the pre- Vietnam 
War era. 


‘Text of Statement by C. 


Following is a statement today by George 
Agency spokesman, on behalf of the'agency | 


17 April 1984 


WASHINGTON, April 16 —~ 
Lauder, the Central intelligence 


concerning its efforts to keep appropriate committees of Congress informed of 


C.I.A. covert operations: 


During the 13 January 1981 Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
hearing on the nomination of -Mr. 
Casey to be Director, C.I.A, Mr. 
Caseysaid: _ ne 

“I intend to comply fully with the 
spirit and the letter of the Intelligence 


: Oversight Act. I intend to provide this 


‘ committee with the information it be- - 
‘lieves it needs for 
: poses.” Le ean 
_. “Mr. Casey believes the record will 


reflect that he and his staff have kept 
that pledge. A chronology of briefings 


of the Congressional oversight com-.. . 


mittees in connection with events in 
Central America reveals that from 


.December 1981 through March 1984, 


either the director or deputy director 
briefed the Congressional commit. 
tees 30 times on Central America, 


oversight pur-- 


we 


. been 


of mining of Nicaraguan ports has 
discussed with members or 
Staffers of the committees and other 
members of the Congress 11 times, 
Largely in order to keep the Can- 
gress satisfactorily informed on the 
agency’s activities, the director has 
continually s ened the C.LA?s : 
Congressional liaison office. This of. | 


. fice has been in virtual daily contact 


with staffers of the House or Senate 
oversight committees as well as staff. 


_€rs and members of other commit. 


tees of the Congress. The obligation to 
keep the oversight committees fully 
informed has, as it has evolved in 


' practice, been met by briefings of the 
. Staff, responding to their oral and 


Written questions, and by providing 


‘updates on developments and an- 
' Swering .any and all questions at 


_ Moreover, from 16 September 1983 


through 2:April 1984, other officials of 


C.I.A. briefed either the committees .. 


or the committee staff 22 times on 


Central American developments. ' 


Since the first of this year, the subject 
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Meetings called by the committees. 


There has been no reluctance to 
share information with them. As has 
been reported in recent days, mem- 


‘bers of both committees ‘have af. 
- firmed that this process has made the 
required information available, . 
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Senate intelligence panel 
failed as mine detectors 


WHAT DID they know and when 
did they know it? That variation on a 
darsous Watergate-era question Is being 
asked once more on Cgpito] Hil) as 
lawmakers try to figure out why the 
Senate and House {n commit: 
tees didn’t warn them earlier about the 
Centra) Intelligence Agency-supervised 
mining of Nicaraguan harbors. 

_. Barry Goldwater, chairman of the 
Senate committee, complained last 


week in a blistering letter to CIA Di- | 


rector William Casey that he wasn’t 
informed of the mining, Danie) Patrick 
Moynihan, top ranking Democrat on 
the committee, concedes that_CIA offi- 
ciels mentioned the mining in a March 
8 briefing and again on March 13, But 
be claims that remarks about the min- 
Ing consisted of only one sentence dure 
ing each long committee meeting. In a 
fit of pique, Senator Moynihan has an- 
nounced his resignation from the com- 
mittee (of which Kentucky’s Senator 
Walter D, Huddleston is a member), 
On the other hand, Senator Patrick 
Leahy, elo a2 member of the panel, 
says he was fully informed on the sub- 
ject He hinted that some senators 
knew & lot about the mining but only 
objected to it after it became public. 
Meanwhile, Representative Edward 
P. Boland, cheirman of the House in- 
telligence committee, acknowledges 
thet. his panel got full and timely CIA 
briefings, And in an obvious reference 
to the Senate committee, he told The 
New York Times, “There's been some 
coroplaint that some other body was 
not keeping pace with what was hap- 
pening. That's their responsibility. I 
knew what my responsibility was.” 
Representative Boland can hardly be 
accused of trying to protect the CIA 
and the Reegan administration. In fact, 
he voted April 5 against the adminis- 
tration's request for $21 million to con- 
tinue the “covert” war against Nicera- 
gue. That was before the congressional 
furor over the mines, which prompted 
both houses of Congress to approve 
non-binding resolutions urging that no 
U.S. funds be used to finance the min- 
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ing operation, But presumably because 
he was privy to classified information 
on the subject, Mr, Bolend did not in- 
form the full House of the extent of 
U,5. involvernent in the mining before 
the April 5 vote. 
What all this amounts to, then, is a 
serious fallure of congressional over- 
ight of the CIA. Senator Moynitha: 
may be correct when he claims the 
what the CIA told his commituee we: 
too litle and too late. But senator: 
especially those on the Intelligencs 
committee, are supposed to keer 
abreast of what's going on in the 
world. Radio Managua had broadcas: 
reports about mining operations as ear- 
ly as January 3. Five days jater, lead- 
ers of the main group of anti-Sandin- 
ista rebels supported by the United 
States boasted publicly in Honduras 
—— 


that they planned to mine Nicaraguan 
Waters, The New York Times carried a 
story about harbor mining, Including 
the fact that two Nicaraguan fishing 
boats had been damaged, on March 7, 
the day before the first CIA briefing of 
the Senate committee. 

members of that committee al- 
teady should have been. aware that 
something dangerols was afoot. And,- 
at the March 8 meeting, they should 
have grilled the CIA witness even be- 
fore he mentioned the mining. 


lf lawmakers entrusted with respon- 
sibility to oversee intelligence agencies 
are so slow to pick up warning signals, 
what protertion does the nation have 
against serios blunders by an over- 
zealous executive branch? For instance, 
President Reagan reportedly has ap- 
. proved a policy of pre-emptive mili- 
tary and paramilitary strikes against 
suspected terrorists abroad. Obviously, 
this “pro-active” approach to fighting 
terrotism could degenerate into assassi- 
nations and other measures that Con- 
gress outlawed after Jearning of ClA 
and FBI abuses in the 1970s. But if 
congressiona)] oversight committees ere 
half-asleep, what's to prevent counter- 
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Congress, wary of ‘Americanization’ of covert tactics, _ 
seems likely to restrict aid, demand more accountability 3 


By Daniel Southerland 
Stat writer of The Christian Science Monitor 


Washington 


President Reagan's secret aid plans for | 


| Nicaraguan guerrillas have been slowed 
| by congressional opposition. It is now 


possible that within weeks, the Congress ° 
' will blow those plans completely out-of - 


the water.. 


The United States Central Intelligence 


Agency (CIA) is reported to have sus- 


Given the uproar in the Congress, it now 
seems unlikely toresumethem. ..- 

Congressional specialists say that even 
if Congress agrees to continue funding 


CIA-backed guerrillas fighting in Nicara- ° 
gua, it is likely to place tighter restrictions . 


on how the money is used. Congress is. 


| 
| 
| pended its mining of Nicaraguan harbors. 
| 
| 
| 
' also expected to demand fuller reporting 


to congressional intelligence committees . 


on the supposedly secret operations. 
But with Congress in recess, the legis- 


lative process is fraught with uncertain- 
ties. Perhaps the only certainty is that 
some form of Senate-House conference on 
covert aid willtake place. |... 

On April 5, the Senate approved an ad-. 
ditional $21 million for the Nicaraguan 
rebels. But the House is now.in less of a 
mood to compromise on the issue. The 
Democrat-dominated House has -voted 
twice along party lines to suspend aid to ; 
the N icaraguan rebels. Also voting along; 
party lines, the House Intelligence Com: | 
mittee on April 11 rejected President... 
Reagan's request for additional aid. : 

The most-heavily publicized criticisms 
of the administration’s 

CIA-sponsored mining operations have 
come from the leading - Republican. and . 
leading Democrat on the Senate: Select | 
Committee on Intelligence. Both have. 
charged that they were not fully informed | 
of the operations, as required by law. On 


handling of the. . 


Sunday, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, a 
New York Democrat, resigned in protest 
from his position as vice-chairman of the 
committee. 

The Republican committee chairman, 
Sen. Barry:Goldwater of Arizona, in a 
now famous ‘Dear Bill” letter to CIA Di- 
rector William J. Casey, denounced the 
mining of harbors as ‘‘an act violating in- 
ternational law” and “an act of war.” 
Senator Goldwater told Mr. Casey that 
his guess was that the House of Represen- 
tatives. would defeat the administration’s 
supplemental aid bill and that the Senate 
committee ‘will not be in any position to 
put up much of an argument after we were 
not given tne information we were entitled 
to receive,”” - Se RT aye yee 

Congressional specialists on the House 
side tend to support Goldwater's state- 
ment. As one aide to a key Democrat put 
it, “The House will simply not go along 
with the Senate on this.” — ; 

Where the disclosure of the farestiol 
sial mining operations appears to have 
done the most damage to the administra- 
tion is among senators and congressmen 
who only reluctantly went pale with 
funding for the Nicaraguan rebels, or 
‘one as they are often called. As a 
congressional aide put it, “Some people 
are going to start saying, "Wait a minute. . 
This far, and no farther.’ ” 

Among those who had provided back- 
ing for ‘‘limited” covert operations was 
Sen. David F. Durenberger, a Minnesota 


Continued 
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Sandinista Foes 
Turn Toward 
Israel for Aid 


By DOYLE McMANUS, 
Times Staff Writer : 


WASHINGTON—The largest 


Nicaraguan rebel group plans to ask — 
Israel for aid because Congress has 


failed to authorize any further CIA 
expenditures for the rebels’ fight 
against the leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment, a rebel official said Sun- 
day. ° : . 


The official, a member of the 


Honduras-based Nicaraguan Dem- 
ocratic Force, said the leaders of his 
organization are scheduled to meet 
with U.S. intelligence officials today 
to discuss their options for finding 
new funds. ; 


- he Reagan Administration has © 
requested $21 million to continue its 


covert aid to the rebels, known as 
contras, but the Democratic-led 


House of Representatives post- 


poned action on the issue last week 
amid an uproar over the ClA-di- 
rected mining of Nicaragua’s har- 
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“~'We can do without the mining, but we cannot wage a 
war without resources,” said the rebel official, who 
asked not to be identified by name, ~ ae 


He said that without substantial aid soon, the, 
estimated 15,000 rebels grouped in three rival organiza-- 


tions would begin shutting down their military opera- 

‘tions. “We will survive as a movement, but we won't be 

able to do anything that will have a real effect on the 
Sandinistas,” he said. . ; 

The CIA has warned in unusually open statements 

_ that the last congressional appropriation for the covert 


- Wat—$24 million approved last November—“is running : 


‘ out quickly,” in the words of one intelligence official. 


operations for another month. ...08.. 22." 3 
. The House is expected to debate the $21-million 
request as soon as it returns from Congress’ Baster 
‘vacation, but Democratic. leaders, including: Speaker 


Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.), have pledged to. 


block the funds. ~ 2 


aie woes ake! : ; 

The leader of the ‘Nicaraguan Democratic Force, | 
Adolfo Calero, appealed publicly last. week for help from 

Ronse FP OA Se cee assets 


f 


, the Administra oe : 
Says 8,000 Rebels Face Slaughter ae a, fae 
- “We have 8,000. people inside Nicaragua!” 
then ina telephone interview from Miami. “I don’t think 
the United States would abandon those people? I don't 
think the United States would permit them. to be 
Slaughtered.”.- 6 rh terse at 
Another rebel official said that Calero begalt Bearch- 
ing for alternative sources of funding as it became clear 


Toe said 


One intelligence official said this could happen as~ 
early as this week, but congressional sources and rebel ; 
: Officials said the guerrillas -could probably “continue, 


that the House might delay new CIA funding indefinite-. 


“We have looked for private money, but there isn't 
enough,” he said. “We need a government. We think the 
Israelis, would be-thé:best;“becilise they“have the 
technical experience.!*:° 35" 

Israel has already -supplied arms to another Nicara- 


guan group, the Revolutionary Democratic Alliance, led” 


by former Sandinista hero Eden Pastora, rebel ‘sources | 


said. - 


Continued: 
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ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT 
16 April 1984 


APO6 NICARAGUA/ JENNINGS: The CIA director, William Casey, took a shot at 


MINES 


congressional critics of Nicaraguan policy today. Mr. 
Casey Said he or his deputy discussed the mining of 
Nicaragua ports 11 times with congressional committees. 
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ON Pace _ e<& 
it's time Reagan exposéu 
the appeasers on Capitol Hill 


Congress is taking its annual Easter 
break back home on Main Street this 
week and President Reagan should 
use the opportunity to inform the peo- 
ple of the serious damage that has 
been done to the United States’ vital 


. national interests in Central America. 


The Senate's lopsided vote last week 
opposing the mining of Nicaragua's 
waters by ClA-supported Nicaraguan 
democratic forces — followed by a simi- 
lar House vote — was a classic example 
of disinformation by a smal politically 


motivated small] group, ‘of politically “| 


motivated Congressional aides. 

For more than four years the Nica- 
ragua junta has been providing arms, 
sanctuary and direction to-the leftist 


16 April 1984 


| 


guerillas trying to shoot their way. 


SOVIET ARMS 


Throughout this undisguised offen- 


sive, Congress has repeatedly ap- | . 


So 


proved support for the Nicaraguan | 


democratic forces. : 
- This US. mili ; aid is aimed at 
stopping Soviet arms supplies to the El 
Salvador guerillas. It is also aimed at 


persuading the junta to call off-its bid | 
to spread Soviet and Cuban style revo- | 


‘lution throughout Central America. 


It is thoroughly justified under the 


_charters of the UN and OAS which 


specifically provide for the right of self- 
defense against arrned aggression. 
The Senate on April 6 approved con- 


‘tinuing this military aid — including, 


what had been known for’ months, 


support for the rebels’ mining opera- | 


tions. Indeed, the rebels had specifi- 


cally announced each operation since . 


the mining began last January. . 


Before that Senate vote, but-too late As 


to influence it, the Wull Street Journal . 


published deliberately leaked details © .. 


of the mining operation which had 
been provided to the House Intelli- 


‘gence Committee by CIA Director 


William Casey in January and March, 

This was classified information. The 
leak raised a firestorm in the Wash- 
inglon press corps and among many 
members of Congress which enabled 
Sen. Kennedy and other Democratic 
opponents of the Reagan Administra- 
tion's Central American policy to re- 
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ANOTHER LEAK 


Sen. Goldwater, head of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, sent an 
angry confidential letter to Casey. 


He protested that he had not been - 
briefed on the mining operation but - 


his House counterpart -had been and 
he complained that if this happened 
.4gain he would raise “one hell of a 
lot of fuss about it in public.” 
Goldwater's 
leaked. Who by? Certainly, not by Gold- 
water. He is an elder statesman of sub- 
‘Stance and status and when the Senate 
Republicans panicked and joined the 


_ Democrats to vote against the mining 


he opposed the scuttle, 


~ It-is irrelevant whether.Goldwater. e 
_ Was present or not when his intelli. “| 
. Bence committee was briefed by the - 


CIA. Casey personally briefed the 
commitee on March 8 and again on: 
March 13. The committee's staff was 
given a further, much more detailed 
briefing on April 2 when Sen. Moyni- 
han’s senior: committee aide says 


. was put into a memorandum that 
‘was haphazardiy circulated. ~ 


SECRET BRIEFING 


Each briefing contained specific 
reference to the mining. Sen. Leahy 
(D-Vt.), opposed to. the operation, 


Says he was fully informed about it. 


Sen. Moynihan, more equivocal, con- 
cedes that his aide “seems to remem- 
ber it” but adds: “I’m Sitting here won- 


dering what is really going on.” 
What is going on | 
Violation of classified information 
and possibly a violation of U.S. law. 
It is crucial to Congress’ oversight 
role vis a vis the CIA that the intelli- 
gence committees have an effective 
_ Working relationship with the CLA and 
that it is confidential. Untj} now that 
relationship has been very good, cer- 
tainly between committee members 
and top CIA officials. 
The crisis in Central America, how. 
ever, has berun to create roblems 
among committee staff members 


concerned with their own personal 
causes, oe 


is_a_ blatant 


letter was promptly 


4 
1 


| 
| 
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US - CENTRAL AMERICA 
BY W. DALE NELSON 
WASHINGTON 


Responding to charges it kept congressional oversight committees in the dark 
about the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, the CIA Said Monday night the mission 
Was discussed 11 times with lawmakers or their aides, 


In 1t5 third public statement in a week about the controversy, the normally 


reticent CIA Said “there has been no reluctance to share information with” the 
House and Senate intelligence committees. 


“Since the first af this year, the subject of mining of Nicaraguan ports has 


been discussed with either members or staffers of the committees and other 
members of the Congress 11 times,” the CIA said in a statement issued by 
spokeswoman Pat Volz. 


tal ided the committees 
Rut the statement did not specify what details were provi 
during those briefings or when they occurred. Committee members Claim they were 
given only cursory information atout the CIA -directed mining and, in many 


| 
cases, well after it had Started. 


i phy . the record will 
Ms. Volz said CIA Director William J. Casey believes” 
reflect that he and his staff have kept" a pledge he made in 1981 to provide 
necessary information to the intelligence panels. 


Mc. Volz said Casey or his deputy briefed the congressional committees about. 
Central America 30 times since December 1981 and CTA officials have reported 
on Central America to the committees or committee staffs 22 times since last 
September. 


l was first 
According to members of the two committees, the House pane 
informed Be the CIA's role in the mining on Jan. 31, several days after it ee 
started, but one source said that information came at the end of @ briefing an 
only after a specific question about it. | 
The Senate committee was notified March 8 by means of a brief mention ina 
lengthy statement, of which few if any senators took note. 


Tn an interview Monday, Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, D-VYt., @ ae es 
iefi 1 
mber, said he received a full briefing from the abou 
soeney backed mining of Nicaraguan waters only because he “went and dragged it 
out of them.” 


The Intelligence Oversight Act, passed in 1780, requires the CTA to keep 
the intelligence panels ‘Fully and currently informed of all intelligence 
activities” being engaged in by the United States, “including any significant 
anticipated activities." 
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CLA. Chief Sees Migration, 
Not Mining, as Public Worry 


WASHINGTON, April 15 (AP) — The 
Director of Central Intelligence, Wil- 
liam J. Casey, says he believes the 
American public is more concerned 
about the wave of immigration that 
would follow new Soviet and;Cuban 
gains in Central America than; about 
reports that his agency has supervised 
the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, ac- 


‘cording to an interview in U.S. News & 
. World Report. 


In the interview in this week’s-jssue 
of the magazine, Mr. Casey declined to 
comment on the mining, whichis in- 
tended ‘to curb a flow of weapons that 
the Reagan Administration says the 
leftist Government of Nicaragua ‘is 
channeling to guerrillas in El Salvador. 

But the head of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency was quoted as saying: “‘I 
think that people in the long run are 
less concerned about reports of mining 
Nicara harbors than. they_are | 


: about the danger of creating a wave of 
. immigration into this country if Cen- i 


tral America or any part of it should 
fall under Soviet-Cuban domination.’’ | 
“Tf we have another Cuba in Central; | 


- America, Mexico will have a big prob- | 


lem and we’re going to have a massive 
wave of immigration,’ he was quoted 


_as saying. “The effort to prevent this 


from happening is not going to excite 
Americans as much as the threat they 


\ 
would face if things go wrong.””. 

Mr. Casey also said rebels seeking to 
overthrow the Sandinista regime in 
Nicaragua, some of whom are report- 
edly supported by C.I.A. funds, are 
likely to fail. . 

“T think there’s no chance that they 
will be able to overthrow the Govern- 
ment,” he was quoted as saying. “In 
the resistance you have, it is said, per- 
haps 15,000 men with rifles scattered 
around the open, unpopulated parts of 
the country, which is where guerrillas 
canhide. © 

“They can’t go into the cities, which 
the ‘Government is ‘protecting ‘with 
tanks and 75,000 men in the army, the 
militia and the security forces.” . ; 

He said chances that the Nicaraguan ~ 


population wouid rise up and overthrow 


the Government was ‘‘a very long shot 
and unlikely” because it is kept under 
close control. — 
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Hopes for an effective U.S. policy in Central 

_ Americe are going e-glimmering. President Rea- 
' €an is only too ready to blame Congress, and Con- 
~ gress is only too ready to blame him. But behind it 
all is grim jockeying for position in case things fall 


~-@part or the region’s many wars get bigger. Like 


‘Iran in 1980, Central America is an issue with po 


' tential repercussions so serious they could deter- 
- Taine the outcome of the November election. 


._. recent davs, national security adviser Robert 


' ." McFarlane bas conceded that U.S, policy may 


‘ fai) in E) Salvedor, and C1A director William Je 


~ Casey has asserted that the Nicaraguan counter- 


revolutionaries assisted by his 2gency have little 


".chance of overthrowing the Sandinista govern- 


“ment. Does that mean that the Reagan adminis- 


tration js going to pull the plug on E) Salvador.or 


- Slop supporting the Contra movement? Not ‘Very 
likely. It suggests to us that if catastrophe strikes, 


“zs it did in Lebanon, that the administration is 
" preparing to say it anticipated the worst because 
of what Mr, Reagan calls a “wavering” Congress. 

" “As Congress headed home for its Easter recess, 


_ there were some welcome cross-currents: the Re 
‘ publican-led Senate voting to condemn the mining 
operations against Nicaragua; assertions by vari- 
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‘Worst Possible Policy’ 


ous Democrats that they were adequatelv briefed 
by the CLA; even the White House and Represente- 
tive Clarence D. Long (D, Md.) almost cutting 4 
deal on aid for E! Salvador.- 

Nevertheless, we see only intense political 
wrangling ahead. Mr. Reagan is well under weyon - 
a course in Centra) America that is opposed by all 
three Democratic contenders for the presidency. 
He has built up a massive, semi-permanent U.S. 
military presence in Honduras, placed the 
resources of the CIA behind Nicaraguan insur- 
gents and programmed aid for E) Salvador even if 
rightwinger Roberto D’Aubuisson wins the May 6 
presidential election. Yet troubled 2s the Demo- 
crats may be by these actions, they do not want to 
be open to GOP taunts that they “lost” Centre] 
America. So the outlook is for just enough mopey 
out of Congress to keep the Reagan policies crank- 
ing over, but not enough — if any would be enough 
— to make them successful. 

The Kissinger Commission hes szid there might 
be an argument for doing nothing and an argu- 
ment for doing a lot more. But it warned that the 
“worst possible policy” (which is the policy we are 
Gestined to have for the rest of this election year) 
is to give “sore aid but not enough.” 
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Rowland Evans 
And Robert Novak 


Betraying 
The | 
Contras_.- . 


_ Halfway measures by an aininstne 
tion lacking the will to win are leading 
to this tragic turn in the fight against 
Central American communism: be 
. trayal by politicel posturing in Wash: 
ingion of Nicaragua’s anti-Marzist 
contres. : eras 


‘Murky charees fioet around Cenitol — 


Bil’ thar last week's pobitical_meel-- i 


strom was started by highly placed ced cas 


reer oficers In tne Centra! Inte! \ Intelligence — 


Agency # who elwave had opposed Direr- 


tor William Casev's_ ant}. Sandinista © 
campaicn in-venere]-and mining Nic, a 
Tarua's poris in particular, = 8, | 
. ln truth, .bowever, setreat_ WES 
" stared elsewhere—by the Republican’ 


leaders in the Senate. Seeking vainly to 


Gefuse the issue, and pressed” 10 do so 


by the White House, they joined liberal 
senators instead of fighting them. - 
Thus can be glimpsed the end of an_ 


anti Sandinista: policy in Nicererua - 
that was too cautious from the start~ 
Ronald Reagen now finds himself .on” . 
. the brink of a foreign debacle dwarfing. 
’ the Lebanon fiasco, epoebeernine his ° 


foreign policy and his reelection <:- 
'An attempt by” the president ot 


mobilize the nation may be DOCHERTY 


waver. & congressional cutoff oi f funds,” 


’ Unless thiré-nation backing (Israel or i. 
_Saudia Arabie is mentioned) can see a 


found or token US. financing main- 
"tained, communist. contro) ip ‘Nicera- 
"gua will be confirmed. | 

Pleving cute politics last seek ended | 
the administration's chances to shape a7 
dramatic up-or-down vote on Nicere® 
gua. That test would have created an 


election- ~vear contest between a TESO-Ls. 


lute Reagan, willing vw teke risks to. 
save Central America, and e divided . 
Democratic Party whose neo-isalation.7- 
ist wing abjures the use of force against,” 
revolutionary Marxism. Such an elec: ! 


tion-vear jssve would ai\Approyedt For Relea 


voters chance to choose, “é 


WASRINGTON TIMES 


16 April 1984 


Senate Majority Leader Howard: 
Baker set the stage for the mass Re. 
publican backdown on the port-mining 
_ issue. Addressing a closed-door Senste’ 
_ Republican conference April 10 (with 
an unusally high attendance of nearly . 
50 senators), Baker calléd for 2 show of 
hands on this question: How many ° 
support Sen. Edward Kennedy's reso- 
lution to cut off all aid for the mining? - 

Counting 16 hands, Baker told his col- 

* Jeagues that much support woud puar:: 
‘antee Kennedi’s winning. Rather than * 


court humiliating “defeat for the presi-: 


- dent, he seid, better for the Republicen’* 


to “defuse” the issue”bv joining Ken-: | 


oa, ‘Yet,-a shrewdly managed battle” 


"against the resolution conceivably’ "might. | 


have won in the Senate. Instead, moder- 
ate Democrats were freed by the Repub-. 
_Lican surrender to join Kennedy. * ye 
Baker's rationale wes that since the_ 
resolution was non-binding, Kennedys 
victory would sicnif nothing. That 


| 
| 
t 
i 


” ignored screaming headlines and major’ | 


‘ tekeouts on: the . evening televisiob: 
-news.It also isnored the poisonous im-. 


. pact of retreat.on -other. es er : 


_ jean states 
But the sion leader wes. in tune. 
‘ with the White House, where éhief of‘ 
staff James Baker Il] wes'an architect: 
. of the -go-with-Teddy «strategy. “Jim! 


“ Baker's, political priority today is not, he 


. fighting communists in Central, Amer, 
_ica but devising new ways to SbaRE 
_ Reagan as the peace president...” a 
~ Even before Reagan ‘took: the’ \presi-“ 
-"-gential-oath, his national security’ plan-< 
ners had focuéed-on Nicaragua as -the 
~ obvious place forthe new administration - 
+ to prove-its credibility-in the-East-West- 
__ ‘struggle. Step by step, however, onginal " 
. Plans were shaved. and shorn: Published” 
“reports of planned mining of Nicaraguan: 
ports appeared as early as July 1983, bu 
nothing happened for months. © 
‘When it finally did, the mining wes 
not kept secret from ‘Congress. Mem- 
; bers, of the Senate and House intelli- 
* gence committee’, now whining about 
v eat Jeft in the dark, Jearned—if they 
_listened—of the mining operation on 
: three separate occasions. Sen, Malcolm’ 
‘Wallop, an ettentivé Republican on the 
Intelligence Committee, told us it was’ 
“an outright fabrication” for any mem- 
: ber to claim otherwise. . 


. The roots of the uproar on Capital 
Hill go deeper than pr Casey's diffi. 


Ty_oF ingness fo communicate. 
; with ae Thev go to co essional 
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Mantism in Central America, to mem: 
bers of both parties concerned about the 
muceties of international law mw insvege of © 
the enemv at the back door. 

{ m0od counts heavily when the 


7 White House is more concemed ebout 


the president's election- -vear imace than 
ebout the future of the contras. In con: 
trast, a few deeply cancemmed senators 


"ere urging Regean to g0 to the naiion. . 


‘The alternative might be another chap- 
ter of betrayal: ~of allies, this time by 2 


‘president who just four years ago | 
. pledged to close’ the book on ae cone” 
; duct 23. and 


N80, News Group Chicage, inc. - : 
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, Salvage Try 


Under way 


By Charles R. Babcock 
and Bob Woodward — 


Washington Post Stes! Writers 


The Reagan “administra- | 


tion is trying to salvage fal-- 
tering congressional and pub- © 
lic Support for its secret war - 
against Nicaragua by at- 
tempting to focus new atten- "| 


' tion on the size of the Soviet 


‘and Cuban military buildup ~ 
in Central America “and play- ~ 


i 
i 
i 
| 
7 
wi 


ing down the controversy - 


over U.S.-directed ae of 4 


‘Nicareguan harbors. - 
In an effort to rescue $21 
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Cuban uniforms and been in- - ' 
tegrated into many units of /' 
“the regular Sandinista army. - 
‘The president” cited sim- . 
ilar, but slightly lower, fig- 


ures on: the - Soviet-Cuban 


presence in- Nicaragua in 2 
-radio address Saturday in 
‘which he said, “We cannot * 
“turn our backs ‘én 1 this, crisis, 
at our doorstep.” i 


— Others in and. out - the mies: 


‘stration. are skeptical of the CLA fig-_ : 


ures. One congressional source famil- 
jar with the- ‘intelligence estimates -’ 
said yesterday, “My fear is that in 


the effort to save.the program. ey? ‘ 


will overstate’ their case and under- 
mine the truth, which is that there 
has been a very substantial buildup” 
by Soviets and Cubans. 

“ This source noted that the Soviets 


ue ave sent new generations of air de- 


‘aillion in ee Or the co- 


a aa week “that: eG 


“controversial CIA- directed 


bors was not an Integral part 


‘of the program, President: 
Reagan and intelligence or. 


ficials also began” giving 
stronger emphasis to specific 


figures about the scope of the 


threat thev see in ther 
CIA officials have rane 


that their intelli ence collec- ° 
‘tion shows: 7! : 


-- @ The 
spending between $4 billion 
and $4.5 billion each-year in 
Cuba and $250 million to - 
$300 million elsewhere in - 
Central America, srr 70) : 
-¢ The Soviets have about : 


~ 10,000 personnel, -in’ Cuba; ’ 
_ 8,000 of these are: ‘technicians : 


end 2,000 sre railitary. About — 


100 Soviets are in Nicaragua. - 
* The Cubans have be- 


tween 7,000 and 10,000 per- ~ 


sonnel in. Nicaragua, of 


whom between 2,500 and © 


3,500 are military. Casey has 
said that the Cuban military 
personnel in Nicaragua have :- 
shaved _ their Castro-style 


Soviet Union ‘is 


' Yense missiles, planes and maritime 


¥quipment to Cuba. 

Sen. David F. Durenberger (R- 

Minn.), a member of the Senate in- 
delligence committee who has sup- 
ported the administration’s requests 
Yor covert funding, said yesterday 
that he questioned the Soviet-Cuban 
troop numbers being used by admin- 
istration officials. 
' “The Sandinistas are supposed to 
be moving ‘Cubans out,” he said. 
“There are probably substantially 
fewer there than: there were six 
months ago.”: 

Durenberger also criticized the ad- - 


ministration for making no real at- 


ternpt “to sell” Congress or the pub- 
lic on the Kissinger commission's 
recommendations to fund long- term 
economic growth in the region. 

“The really frustrating thing is the _ 
president has got to lift this out of . 
mining and covert operations, and ° 
lift it into the larger context and — 
it out tothe American people,” he : 
said. 

Sen. Patrick J. Leahiy (D-Vt.), an 


intelligence committee member oh 


voted against the $21 million in co- 


vert aid, said yesterday that the ad- 
ministration has been trying “to sub--: 


stitute a covert operation for-a for- 
eign policy.” He said on ABC-TV’s 
“This Week With David Brinkley” ’ 
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Administration’ officials made" 
themselves available to reporters 
over the weekend as part of the new 
public relations offensive; and for- 
mer secretary of state Henry A. 
Kissinger and U.N. Ambassador 
Jeane J. Kirkpetrick, also appearing 
on ABC, urged the president to be 
more forceful in telling the public 
about the importance of U.S. inter- 


ests in Central America. 


Kissinger criticized Reagan for let- 
ting the debate “degenerate into $40 
million increments” and added ate 


“at the present level of ef effort, pro- 


duced in’ large part by our uaa 
division; -[the policy] is a recipe for 
disaster.” -. 

Kirkpatrick echoed the nee for: 


“more aid to bead off what might be- 


come a “really maior threat” to U.S. 


“national security. She said the big-° 


gest threat was not combat troops on 
U. S. borders. 
“It is in fact ee missiles. it’s 


. chemical weapons, which are another 
‘really important threat looming on 


the horizon,” ‘Kirkpatrick said. She 
said she did not have evidence that 
the Soviets planned to use chemical 
weapons in Central America but said 
there had been no warning that they 
would use them in Southeast Asia, 
as the administration has alleged.” 
Casev_told U.S. News & World 


Report in an interview published 
todav. “I think that ss in the 


long run are less concerned about 
reports of mining Nicaraguan har- 
of creating a wave of immigration 


into this country if Central America 


or anv part of it fall under Soviet- 
Cuban domination” 


- Last week’s mining controversy 


; clearly damaged the administration’s 


support in Congress for the covert 


“war, however. Sources said, for in- 


" stance, that Casey acknowledged_to 


é group _of senators last_ Tuesday 

that the mining was not an integral 
part of the U.S. effort in opposing 
Nicaragua. This distressed some in- 
telligence committee members who 
had voted the week before to ap- 
prove $21 million in additional fund- 
ing for covert operations in Central 
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HE WAY the Reagan adminis- 
ee hendJed the mining of 
‘Nicaraguan waters raises new ques- 
tions sbout its competence in for- 
_eign policy, but Congress would be 
“over-reacting to cut of al! aid to 
guerrille groups fighting the San- 
’ From beginning to end, the min- 
ing operation was misconceived and 


_ By Morton Kondracke 


mishendled. It was overseen directly 
- by the Centre] Intelligence Agency, 
“pot indirectly through tbe Nicara- 
’ guen rebel groups. , 
The operation was designed to 
infiict economic damage on the 
- Nicaraguan government, but its im- 
- mediste targets were ships of other 
nations, including those of the 
Netherlands and Spain, allies of the 
United States. - 
- The mining operstion was argue- 
| biy en act of war against Nicaragua 


, 


commitied directly by the United - 


- Steves. Worse than a violation of 
morality or international lew, it was 
handied with utier incompetence, 
The CIA invented the operation 
without due consideration of the 
consequence of getting caught at it 


eit 
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The Nicaraguan Folly 


It was presented to Presideni Rea- 
gan as part of a package of measures 


Gesigmed to step up aid to the anti- . 


Sandinists guerrillas and without s 
full debate ip the National Security 
Council. Had such a debate oc- 


curred, Secretary of State George . 


Shultz might have impressed his re- 
ported “grave misgivings” on the 
president. 
Then, key members of Congress 
were informed only haphazardly 
about the operation, or not at all 
One of those not informed was Sen- 
ator Barry Goldwater, chairman of ° 
the Senate Intelligence Commitiee. 


Mz, Goldwater exploded. Anoth- 
er person who didn’t know about 
the opereiion was House Minority 
Lesder Robert Michel, who protesi- 
ec thet the president’s top men in 
Congress should not have to find 
out whet their government is doing 
by reading it in the Bewspapers. 


And, finally, there is the Jeakage 
of the whole affair to the papers. It’s © 


not clear who provided the first in- 
formstion sbout CLA sponsorship of 
the mining, but afterward the sd- 
ministration Jeaked* information 
about it like a sieve. Secret-keeping 


The administration also has nev- 
er been able to get it straight in 
public what its overall aims are —~ 
to overthrow the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment, force the Sandinistas to 
stop supplying ammunition to Jeft- 
wing forces ip E) Salvador, mzke 
the Sendinistas bold free elections, 
or pressure them into peace negotia- 


‘tions with their neighbors. 


. New information on. administre- 


' tion policy in Lebanon — especially 
_ 8 dazzling end dismaying account 


by Thomes Friedman in the New 
York Times megazine Apri] 8 — in- 
dicates that internelly es well as 
publicly, top Reagan aides never 


’ had a clear ides what they wanted 


to gein from the presence of U.S. 
Marines. : 


| 
| 


The same just may be true in 
Nicarague. Some hard-liners. Jed by 
the CLA’s Casey, seem to went to 
overthrow the Sandinista govern- 
ment. Others, such as Mr. Shultz, 
want to force regions! peace talks 


‘and a halt to Nicaraguan aid to Sal- 


vadoran communists. The president 
sometimes gives one rationale; other 
times, another. : ; 


&nother sign of incompetence is 


the fevorivism ‘that the administre- 
tion hes shown toward one guerrille 


group, the right-leaning FDN oper- 
ating out of Honduras, instead of 
the democratically-inclined ARDE, 


"led by the charismstic Eden Pestora 


(“Commendante Cero”) operating 
in southern Nicaresus. FDN field 
commanders too ofien are o“cers 
of the former dictator Anastesio 
Somoze’s brutal. Nationel Guerd, 
diminishing the FDN’s credibility 
among the Nicsraguen people. 

Despite al) this, however, Con- 
gress sbould not cut the rebels off. 
As the New York Times reported on 
April 11, even formerly dubious Ep- 
ropeen and Letin diplomats in Nic- 
eragua now acknowledge that the 
Sendinistas are the principal source 
(with Cuba and; indirectly, the 
Soviet Union) of ammunition 
reaching communist insurgents in 
E} Salvador. { 

Nicaragua itself has the lergest 
armed force in Centre] America, has 
dedicated itself to 2 “revolution 
without frontiers” throughout the 
region, is closely aligned with Mos- 
cow and Hevane, anc hes become 
increasingly repressive internally. 

There are two ways to thwart the 
Nicaraguans from spresding com- 
munism through Central America. 
One is to support the contras — 
Pastoras democrats, especially. The 


.other is to send in U.S. troops. If 


the adrninistration can do it compe- 
tentlyithe. former course is clearly 
preferable. 
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‘The CIA’s Harbor Warfar 


The Central Intelligence Agency has 
its quiet operations in Central Amer- 
ica—and its noisy ones. Since late Febru- 
ary, at Jeast a dozen ships under six flags 
have run into mines planted in Nicara- 
guan ports. The Reagan administration : 


routinely credits the disruptions to Nica- | 


{ 


Taguan counterrevolutionaries. But last! - 
week there was increasing evidence of] : 


direct CIA involvement in the harbor 
Wart against Nicaragua. According to in- 
~ telligence sources, American agents sup- 
plied Italian-made mines and a vessel of 
_ Panamanian registry to serve asa covert | 
mother ship. CLA speedboats delivered, 
the devices—and CIA contract agents: 
helped sow the explosive charges. i 
The publicity came as the Reagan ad-| 
. Ministration’s covert strategy against: 
Nicaragua ran into stiff criticism from. 
American allies and U.S. congressmen 
alike. While Nicaraguan Defense Minis- 
ter Humberto Ortega was said to be visit- 
ing the Soviet Union and North Korea to 
shop for a mine sweeper, a surprising 
offer of help turned up from Paris. In a 
etter to Colombia’s president, disclosed 
last week, France’s External Relations 
_ Minister Claude Cheysson offered his 
own government’s help in clearing the 
mines if ‘one or several friendly Europe- 
an powers’’ went along. Britain asked 
the United States to help stop the ffiin- 
ing. The Thatcher government had no- 
plans to take any active part in mine- 
sweeping—but it frowned on the mining : 
‘ Operation as a threat to the principle.of: 
freedom of navigation. aren 
That the CIA orchestrated the strate- 
gy of mining Nicaragua’s harbors has 
long been public knowledge. By mid- 
February, anti-Sandinista forces had 
mined the major ports at Corinto and 
Puerto Sandino as well as several lesser 
targets. By early March, Reagan ad- 
ministration officials were privately ; 
conceding that the CIA had equipped ' 
the contras with speedboats and acous- | 
tic mines, which are sown in patterns on | 
a harbor bottom and are detonated by, 
the sound of a passing ship. (The acous-. 
tic Weapons generally cause less damage 
than floating mines anchored on the 
harbor bottom and detonated by con- 
tact with a ship’s hull.) Last week’s 
new twist was that CIA contract agents 
had directly helped the contras Jay 


_ the mines. 


NEWSWEEK 
16 April 1984 


Specialists: CIA spokesman George 
Lauder refused to comment on any de- 
tails of the reports but said that “there 
are no Americans involved” in Nicara- 
gua or its waters. The Washington Post 


reported that Latin American CIA spe- |: 
_cialists with skills in arming mines and - 


piloting boats had joined the contra: 


intelligence source, the mining opera-" 


* tion has been conducted by. experts 


from El Salvador, Argentina and Chile. 
According to this source, the CIA Op- 
eration is directed from a Panamanian’ 


vessel, which operates in international j - 
waters convenient to Corinto.and Puer-: 


to Sandino. The actual mining ‘is done : 
from small, high-speed vessels entering 
Nicaraguan waters after dark. CIA Di- 


rector William Casey briefed the House - 


Intelligence Committee on the mining. 
program last month, the source said,’ 
and his testimony apparently became 
the basis of several newspaper accounts. 
Even before last week’s disclosures, 
‘the CIA’s covert operationsin Nicaragua: 
.wereattracting morecriticism on Capitol 
Hill. The Republican Senateapproved an 
additional] $21 million in CLA support for 
the Nicaraguan contras and attached the 


financing 10 a bill that includes $61.7 . 


million in military aid for El Salvador. 
But there were signs that the Senate 
Intelligence Committee might urge the 
administration to call off the mining 
operation. The Democratic House was 


geared for even stiffer opposition. ‘The - 
Democrats were inclined to support the ' 
"aid for El Salvador. But chairman Dante 


B. Fascell of the Foreign Affairs Com- 


mittee said the attached finances for the 
contras “may make it very difficult to 


pass itin the House.” .. ; 


: The Reagan administration 


still staunchly defends its efforts to cut 
off the flow of Soviet-bloc weapons into 
Nicaragua and to put economic pressure 


on the Sandinista regime. The problem is: 


that the CIA mines have now damaged 
Soviet, Japanese, Dutch, Panamanian 
and Liberian ships. There are fears that 


> some mines might accidentally float into. 


the Gulf of Fonseca, damaging ships 
bound for El Salvador and Honduras as 
well. For the moment, there appeared to 


’ be little chance that France or any other 


ally would go so far as to sweep for U.S. 


. Mines. But the operation’s political cost | 


was obviously rising. Cheysson said that : 


- the CIA strategy represented “without a | 


doubt a blockade undertaken in peace- ! 
time against a small country”—and thus | 


' posed “serious problems of political : 


operation. According to a NEWSWEEK’ | ethics.” And within the House and Sen- 


ate, pressure was likely to grow for 
the CIA to think again about an opera- 
tion that threatened to hurt the Unit- 
ed States even as it punished the | 
Sandinistas. 
STEVEN STRASSER with 


NICHOLAS M. HORROCK, JOHN WALCOTT 
: and JOHN J. LINDSAY in Washington 
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Reagan’80 Group Rebuffs Inquiry | 
_ By Congress on Transition Books 


By LESLIE MAITLAND WERNER 


Spero! to Toe New Yor: Tunes 


WASEINGTON, April ]4— A private 
| Soundation established in 1980 to help 
| President-elect Reagan's transition to 
‘ Office has rebuffed requests trom Con- 
gress and the General Accounting Of- 
; fice to examine its books. 


The foundation raised and spent al- |. 


most $l.million berween the election 
and the inauguration, according to its 


; 5 returns. That amount was in addi-. 


} &nd the trust to determine who contrib: _disciosure. és okesman for Mr. Casey. 
uted moneywo the funds and how it was. | Stic he wes not available for comment, 
EEE Tor Comment, 
.; Spent. But according to public docu- 


Hon to $2 million froin the-General 
; Services Administration, the Govern- 

rs how ‘such 
> money is spent. Peter 
: aats aR irre 
’ jTransiuion planners for Mr. Reagan 
"sai in 1986 that they were raising pri- 
vate money beczuse the G.S_A -Amds 
woulc not be nezriy enough to pay for 


Salaries and expenses. A month after | 


the inauguration, £285,590 of the G.S-A. 
tooney was Jeh over, according to the 


Coroptroller General, although addi. |: 


ona! bills could 
later. eee: 

No law requires the disclosure of 
financial records for the foundation, 
but transition. Officials pledged in 1980 


have been received 


{ F 
{bas not been done, 
! 


jTrensition Foundation for 1980 and 
1981, obtained from the Internal Reve. 
nue Service, show that the it received 
£20,000 that the Federz) Election Com- 
mission said had been transferred 
from the Reagan jor President ‘pri- 


Pe oe ceapo ome Ptvate denstions. | “ore tutions Cu bi ne 


the lax retlims show, the foundation 
raised $727,600. ‘ pe os : 

In addition, 2 seperate trust set up 
for the same purpose raised $160,000, of 


which $50,000 ceme trom 2 bank joan, ; 
according to an official femilier with] - 


the trust. Be would not comment on 
which bank provided the Joan or under 
what terms, and other Reagan Admin. 
. “siration Officials declined 10 discuss 
the fund-raising effort. 
The Federal] income tax returns filed 
by the foundation do not provide de- 
teilec information on donors, on how 
the money Was spent or on what ‘was 


ldone with more than $38,000 that they 4 


Approved Fo 


inai they would be made public. This”. 


. Tax returns’ of the Presidential { 
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- The Disclostire Pledge 
“At the time, Mr. Orr elso said that be: 
cause lefi-over campaign contributions 
would be mixed with the new contribu- 
Uons, the entire fund would be audited 
bythe Federal Election Commission , 
. anc the names of the donors would. 
*. eventually be made public. Bur «- 
; Eales ee commission said 
* show 2s lett over from the money co]- this week that the matter was handed 
eee esses sources. : by the Compirolier General, who has 
‘Because the foundation filed its re; S2i¢ he wes not permitied to audit the 
“tums as 2 tax-exempt organization, "DrSoftbe Foundation," 
they are available to the public trom ; = 
the 1.R.S., although all other tex Te ; 
turmserekeptsecreL - x ic Nr. 
The. General Accounting Office, the why the G 
investigating erm of Congress, sought founcedior 
to examine the books of the foundation Said the 


he 


sa) 

ww taj why 
4.0. wes denied access to 
records when be Dad initallv 


Gundetion wows meke ta) 


_ 1981 Access Denial Reported, 


‘In @ Jeter three years ago to Repre-. 
sentative Jack Brooks, Democrat of 
! tie] counselor, is listed on the founda.’ 7 a" pciie AO sr ey ae 
| Hepa rnin an he present Be, Pe! General se te cose fort 
s2id in @ recent interview that ‘since ! ks pectits and accounts for these 
this was entirely 2 private ape as ‘private funds.” : 
‘Buess Toaybe that was the reason” the { P's & added, “Consequently, we are not 
rerio brecords bave not been dis- | 10 +5 report op the total 2mount of | 
A revenve service disclosure officer,. funds raised or the purposes for which | 
"Melody -Magin, said there was no| Me funds were used. We were advised, : 
record of either the trust or the founda- reais ae rer rte pe ited is oud oe 
‘Don having been grented tax-exempt | ante cae sees parma pes 
oth its $660 and 1981 tar reruns se g-| ducted By the Washington office of the. 
pecially tion and 2 person | Aithur Andersen firm, which has de. 
tex-txempt organiza: ope clined to comment, 


| ments, the agency was denied access to 
+ the records of the ro funds. ap 8 
Edwin Meese 34, now the Presiden- i 


H 


,; familar with its operations said it had 


: | ; Mr. Meese, President Reagan's - 
F apne &p exemption and was still nomines jor Attorney General, said in: 
Ting a ruling. & recent interview concerning the ques. | 


. “a. Monitored by Election Panel ae 

The Federal Election Commission 
moxitors contributions to election cam- 
paigns to make sure there is public 
> “record of the names, eddresses and oc- 
-cupations of donors and the size of their 


tons raised by his persona} financial 
| Gezlings that he did not know whether 
there had ever been z public eccount- 
ing of the money raised and spenl by 
thetrensinionfoundation, .  - . 

Mr. Meese, who received $12,252 eas 
tbe foundation's only paid director, 
said he thought the records were 
“stored some place.” 

“"That’s ope thing I had nothing to do 
with, the financial aspects,” Mr. Meese 
s2ic, referring to the money-reising-or- 
ganization he headed. “I don't know: 


Continued : 


1 


: But there are no such reporting re- 
.» quirements Tor donations 10 € transi. 
von fund. Vere Or 


‘Te don't want the kind of money 
_ where, someone will sey someone’s 
‘buying en ambassadorship,"’ Mr. Orr, | 
* sho isnow Air Force Secretary, seid at i 
the time. Mr. Orr, who bandled budgev-! 
“@ry matters jor Mr. Reagan's transi-! 
Bon, 2lso said the private Gonations : 
. were being sought from “people who | 
‘have contributed generously in the 
, past’’ to Mr, Reagan and George Bush, 
: his running mate : : 
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CIA's Latin actions 
Washington 


© Terry Atlas “isia® aember.of <The Tri- 


in 


wbune’s Washington Bureau, _ 


ASHINGTON—In «one of those 
. ironic twists that are becoming 
‘common..in world affairs, the 
et Centra) Intelligence Agency 
helped put mines inthe’ ports of Nicara- 
-gua—and they blew:up in Washington. 

-» The political explosions in Congress over 
>the mining operation ‘eould do: more 
"damage’ to the Reagan ‘administration's 
, foreign policy than is being done to ships in 
, Nicaraguan harbors. With debate over the 
.fecent debacle, in.Lebanon::barely _sub- 
xSiding, the mining issuechas embroiled 
‘President Reagan and--Congress .in vet 
another - disptite. about:the exercise of 
"American power ‘abroad: 322.0": Rags 


- “The issue. is the’CIA's supposedly covert 
“support for antigovernment Nicaraguan re- 


“dels. The’ administration doesn’t. publicly. 
Jadmit lending ‘the “support, but nobody. 
others denying it,seither, ~~ 

--, Admitted -or not; there has been little 
‘fnore than a charade of Secrecy for some 
“titne about the-C1A’s role.in financing and 
: training: the*‘Contras,”“actually, several 
. Separate ‘ anti-Sandinista*sproups~ that to- 
7 géther have ‘about 10,000 fighters staging 
 attacks.from . sarictuaries:-in neighboring 
“Honduras,:;  . Figs, Jeet ien 

"-But many angry. members-of Congress 
-said they ‘didn't know until ‘newspaper dis- 
closures last week that ‘the CIA’s not-so- 
‘secret war-valso included*the -mining of 
; Nicaragua’s,three main harbors, which has 
50. far damaged.at least six cargo ships, 
including “as-Soviet -oil tanker; brought 
ee ae at Jeast-thrée’ allies, Britain, 
“France ‘and Canada; ‘and: provoked a for- 
jmial complaint by Nicaragua‘to the Inter- 
‘national Court of Justice at The Hague. 

t? CIA DIRECTOR William. Caséy, dis- 
“patched to Capitol Hill by the White House 
in an effort to-calm Congress, confirmed to 
Je@wmakers behind closed doors that CIA 
“personnel weré directly involved in the. 
;mining, which he said was an effort to 
“disrupt ‘Nicaragua's supplies of weapons 
‘from Cuba and the Soviet Union. Casey, 
‘seeking approval of $21 million in addition- 
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Terry Atlas .- 


*las, said the Contras are necéssaty to. cut 
“the weapons flow from the Marxist Ni- 
xcaraguan government to the leftist insur- 
-pents in El Salvador... ..._. ° 
» “Congress told Reagan last year not to 
,attempt-to topple the Sandinistas, and the 
‘administration has asserted: that’ it . sup- 
fports the Contras: only as far as putting 


on" 


“pressure on Managua ;to_stop. supporting 


“insurgents elsewhere in Central America. 
~but the mining, which was being called 


3 an~‘act%pl avar’t and t!state-sponsored. 
‘teprorisin,” apparently went beyond the: 


abounds of what Congress<would accept. . 


p.)‘We have empleyed tactics we condemn. 


rathers for,”’ said“Sen. Larry Pressler [R.., 
:-D.), as part: of-the bipartisan chorus of 
criticism about the mining that. appeared 
ito doom future’ funding: for'the*Contras. 

;, ‘The administration was surprised by the 


-paproar, considering the ‘mining to be 


“vothing more than continued U.S. harass- 
ament of the Sandinistas, whom the White 
«House contends baoiatigh | topple the U.S.- 
op Ua eee overnment of neighboring : El 
“Salvador. Sources said the mines’ were 
wiesigned to pro@aéefmofe:noise than 
"damage. to vessels;#and “were placed. in 
fpuch a way to avoid: violatin; the letter, if 
‘not the spirit, of internationallaw.” “*. 

In my estimation, we declared ‘war on 
‘Nicaragua and -haven’t, told .the world 
rabout it,” said Adm? f{ret.] Eugene Carroll 


of the private 
Center for Defense 
‘Information. 


‘about Central Americen 


040001-2 


open old wounds 


Jr. 


“N 
ALL THIS couldn't ~ 
have’ come at a. worse 
time for the Reagan admin- 
istration—in the midst of a 
partisan congressional debate 
dlicies in 
general and on the heels of the President’s 
repeated denunciations of state-sponsored 
terrorism by others. : 

“The American public is chagrined_to 
realize it is doing state terrorism because. 
they all agreed with the President when he 
condemned Syria and Iran for doing it,” 
said Adm. Tret.] Stansfield Turner, direc- 
tor of the CIA in the Carter administration. 

The debate over covert actions contains 
echoes of past CIA operations in places like 
Cuba, Laos, Angola, the Congo {now Zaire} . 
and Guatemala, where the United: States 
has emploved covert means in an effort to 
alter events more to Washington's liking. 

_ Now. as then. the basic question is 
‘whether it is ever wise, moral or even 
feasible for the United States to secretly 
interfere in another country’s internal af- 
fairs to promote American foreign policy 
aims. Are’such things as propaganda, se- 
cret financial aid and covert support for 
paramilitary groups acceptable tools of 
American foreign policy? Is it realistic to 
believe that an open society such as this 
can operate in secret for any Jength of time 
before the activities become widely 
known? 

- “You've -got-to be able to do covert 
activities from time to time.” Turner said. 
“It's a perfectly legitimate tool of foreign 
policy. If just hasn’t been particularly well 
used In Nicaragua.” ; 


. WHERE THE ADMINISTRATION has 
erred, he. said, is in proceeding with an 
operation that ‘was controversial from the 
start, had undefined goals and lacked 
broad support even within the congression- 
al intelligence committees responsible for 
monitoring CIA operations. 

- In contrast, he points out, “I don’t hear 
anyone complaining about possible covert 
aid to the Afghan rebels.’*" 


Continued 
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” By Peter R) Kombluh 


the propriety of CIA covert 


{ T is time for a new national debate on : 


operations. The international uproar | 


over the CIA mining of Nicaraguan ports, . 


derailing the Reagan administration’s~ 


effort to get $21 million more from Con- 
_ press for its clandestine war against the. 
. Sandinista government. has raised larger- 
questions about the meaning of such activ- . 
ities for other governments, and our own: 
Do covert operations against foreign gov- | 
ernments further U.S. national security 
interests? Does secret CIA intervention 
‘promote American values abroad? snd, . 
. are these activities compatible with the 
democratic principles and ideals that 
serve as a foundation for American soci- . 
ety? : 
These issues have been debated before. . 


Ten years ago, in the wake of Watergate 


and Vietnam, press revelations that the | 
CIA had conducted assassination missions 
against foreign leaders, illegally spied on 
American citizens, and engaged in the | 
overthrow of the democratically elected 
government in Chile, ended the national 
quiescence on covert operations that the 
agency had enjoyed throughout its postwar 
history. ts ; 


The Church committee 


- The secrecy on which CIA agents and 
policy-makers had depended to hide their 
activities from the American public was | 


shattered; the dark side of U.S. foreign ' - 


policy was exposed. “Covert action,” the 
late Sen. Frank Church, who chaired the | 


} 


Senate Select Committee on Intelligence |. 
which examined the history of the CIA's | 


cloak-and-dagger activities, later 
observed, was revealed to be “a semantic 
disguise for murder, coercion, blackmail, 
bribery, the spreading of lies, whatever is 
deemed ‘useful in bending other countries 
toour. WH”. an re 

A new public awareness of this sordid . 
realm of U.S. foreign policy led to a 
national re-evaluation of the CIA. In 1974, 


Congress established oversight commit- 4. 


tees to monitor and restrict future covert 
actions. Less than a year later Congress 
took an unprecedented step, voting to stop | 


Crt. 


by Henry Kissin- 


-~-The CIA had:fallen from grace. Its 
decline was ‘symbolized by the Carter 
' administration’s prosecution of former 
‘agency director Richard Helms for lying 


. under oath ‘to.a :Senate subcommittee 


‘about CLA intervention in Chile. On Nov. 4, 
1977, Helms became ‘the first intelligence 
chief in American -history to be convicted 
.of perjury charges. “You now stand before 
this-court in.disgrace and shame” the 


. judge told Helms,-who had ‘pleaded no 


contest. 
- But when President Reagan awarded 
Helms the National Security Medal for 
“exceptionally meritorious ‘service” last 
October, he became a symbol of the CIA’s 
resurgence under the Reagan administra- 
tion. Indeed, 
business. ; ; 
Under the Reagan administration, the 
CIA has expanded its operations around 
the globe. The agency's budget rose 25 
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“The Company” is back in 


percent in 1983 (as compared with the | 
Pentagon's 18 percent), making it one of . 


the fastest-growing major departments in 


'.__ the U.S. government. Some of that money 
is being-used to recruit-fresh blood into the . 


rs 


: Tanks of covert operatives. “CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ..: for those 
who- want a different definition of SUC- 
CESS,” read prominently placed adver- 
tisements in major U.S. newspapers. These 


.-that challenge your every talent.”: 


Among those assignments is Central: 


:. America, where the agency has mounted 


* its largest paramilitary war in more than- 
__ a decade. “Special activities” — a euphe 


‘ mism favored by CLA director William J. 
" Casey — also have been conducted in the 
' Middle East and Africa. Casey is reported 
to be such an enthusiast for covert 
‘operations that he has secretly flown 
' ground the world to supervise his agents in 
* action. a ee 
But if the CIA has been resurrected it 

_ has not been reformed. Up to its old dirty 
Continued on Page 8C 


jobs offer “unique overseas assignments 
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If Not Mines, What? 


"" Credit William Casey and his C.I.A. wizards 
With a grand slam in slipping those mines into Nica- 
ragua’s harbors. In a stroke, they managed to en- 


rage and confuse Republicans and Democrats at 


home, allies and adversaries abroad. And they Jet 
Nicaragua's Sandinistas robe themselves in the 
vestments of international law. Congress's lopsided 
protest should teach a lesson in law and history to an 


_ Administration disdainful of both. But the vote only: 


closes a lesser argurgent over means without ad- 
- Vancing the necessary debate about the ends of Cen- 
tral American policy, __ 7 

* . The muddle is epitomized by the silly weapons 
the C.LA. is said to have used: “firecracker mines” 
meant to scare away neutral ships without actually 
sinking them — mines potent enough to stain Ameri. 
ca’s reputation yet too feeble to cripple an adver- 
sary. So it has been with the whole “‘contra”’ war, 
which cannot defeat the Sandinistas but offers them 
no ‘clear bargain of relief. . 

* Some days, President Reagan insists that he 
means to hold the Sandinistas to their promise of 
genuine democracy in Nicaragua. Some days he 
says they can never be trusted to keep any agree- 
ment. On still other days, he says the only purpose 
of military action against them is to make them end 
~ support for the guerrillas in E) Salvador.: ~~ 


tailor means to ends, 
-t e bs ; 

From their first days in power in 1979, the San- 
dinistas betrayed their democratic supporters, 
They allied themselves with Cuba, looked eastward 

' for trade and weapons, undertook. a provocative 
military buildup, called for wars of Hberation in 
their region, welcomed Soviet bloc advisers, voted 


with Moscow in the U.N, and furnished arms and | 


advice to Marxist insurgents in El Salvador. 

- » If there was any hope of preventing Nicara- 
gua’s becoming just like Cuba, it lay in hints that 
the Sandinistas did not want to be wholly dependent 

on Moscow, and the signs that Moscow didn’t want 
another highly expensive American dependency: 
But the Sandinistas feel popular enough to arm 


much of their population. If their association with: 


the Soviet bloc is intolerable, only direct United 
States intervention could throw them out. 

' But not even the fiercest hawk contends that an 
intervention in Nicaragua would be as swift or suc- 
cessful as it was in Grenada. And Ciba's easy sur- 
vival of an invasion by surrogates only enhanced its 
stature and influence. ; 

Lacking support at home or abroad for any 


massive war, President Reagan wisely decided | 


against it. Yet as if ashamed of that reality, he has 


refused to define his terms for an accommodation - 


or even to admit that one is possible. Thus the “‘con- 
tra” war cynically exploits Nicaraguans who pine 


‘fo retake Managua but amounts to only aimless 


spasms of violence. §  - 
; .. 


If not that, precisely what? The inescapable an- 
swer lies before us. How much the Sandinistas be. 
tray their revolution and wreck their economy is, fi- 
nally, Nicaragua's affair. These are decisions the 
hemisphere can-try to influence, with appropriate 
trade and aid inducements and punishments. But 
that is all, 

How the Sandinistas behave toward their neigh- 
bors, however, is very much the hemisphere’s con- 


to interfere in other nations and not to provide bases 
for hostile powers. Punishing it for any such trans- 
gressions would have widespread’ support among 


the American people and significant support - 
throughout the Americas. 


The right and realistic message to the Sandinis- 


tas is: Live but let live. Choose your own path, but - 


expect help only if it is democratic. Supply revolu- 
tionaries in El Salvador or elsewhere and expect the 
United States to supply counterrevolutionaries in 
Nicaragua, Give the Russians or Cubans bases for 
war against other American societies and the re- 
ponse will be war, , 

That would be a clear policy and, properly man- 


- cern. Nicaragua has signed treaties that bind it not - 
It is time finally to choose an objective and to - 


aged, a legal policy. Conflicts that cannot be forci-. - 


bly ended have to be negotiated. And while acts of 
force can sometimes assist negotiation, they can do. 


ble and attractive alternative. 
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Reagan Policy Now Embarrassingly Overt 


Covert War--A Strategy Backfires 


By DOYLE McMANUS, Times Steff Writer 


WASHINGTON—When_ President Reagan avtho- 
rized the CIA to launch a secret guerrilla war against 
Nicaragua in 1981. one of his concerns was to avoid the 
angry public aebate and diplomatic protests that overt 
Inilitary intervention would have sparked, Administra- 


‘tion officials say. 


“The beauty of covert action,” one senior official said, | 
“is that it permits a government to avoid dealing with 


“Now, however, that strategy has boomeranged. After 


ee 


to be suffering the worst of both worlds. ; 
~ Congress, up in arms Décalise many members believe . 
they were kept in the dark about the mining of Corinto 
and Puerto Sandino on the Pacific and El Bluff on the ~ _ 
Caribbean, is threatening to kill the entire guerrilla’ ~~ ~ Les Angeles Times 
operation by cutting off Seer ab a ae She ee 
tration supporters such as Senate Majority ader ; : 
Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn,) and Sen. Paul Laxalt [\°Y “iguresin the 
(R-Nev.), a close friend of the President, voted to. ‘icaraguan 
denounce the mining. oo ae - Controversy, 
? ~ ‘clockwise from 

‘Winning War. . . Losing Washington Battles’ right: CIA Director 

U.S. allies, including British Prime Minister Margaret . William Casey, Sen. 
Thatcher, and leaders of other Central. American Barry Goldwater 
countries have condemned it,aswell .: and U.N 


The screen of secrecy that was inténded to shield the . 7 ; 
campaign from public criticism has collapsed, but _ Ambassador Jeane os 
frustrated Administration officials say they are ham- Kirkpatrick. - 
strung in defending the policy—because officially it is : 
still covert. ans Bae, 

: “We've been winning the war in Central America,” 
one State Department official said, “but losing.all our 
battlesin Washington.” ss ie a: a 

For the Administration, the stakes are far greater 


than whether more small mines will be dropped into 
Nicarague’s harbors by Latin American commandos 


tee 


internal democracy and stop exporting revolution to 
other countriesintheregion. | so 
“The contras are an important positive factor,” one .. 


Continued | 
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CIA STATEMENT ON CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS 
WASHINGTON 


[he OLA Sand friday bath the Senare and House LOTRLILLGeNGe Comm 


Deleted in January and March on the agency's covert operation to mine 
haraars., 


LERes were 
Nicaraguan 


(he agency was. PESMONML. LO cangress Lata GELELLGLGm Chat memners nan nat 
been tilly intarmeo at the contraversial operation, , 


A CLA sonkecman said. the Hause INTRLILILGenceR COmminee was orleted An tae 


Mining project Jan, $7 and March Z/ ano the senate Panel waS GIVEN detaiss Marcn 
Hand Marah 1.4, 


ih a senarate STATAMRNT, URnuTY CLA ULrectar Jann, McMahan denied a 
PUDLISHEO report That he did nor Support the mining project. 


(he Washingtan ener Eriday, AQT af UNLOROLLT Led squree an wha LOS.AL Ce 


The plan, nad saio CJA Director Widdiam CASey ''cooked this whole Thing up'! 
and Thal MemManan, thaugnt the arajecn ‘’ill-cnncetven.'' 


‘TL am anxlaus To retune the Washingtan vost's reterence ta my views, oh aur. 
Nicaraguan activities which appeared 3 1f8 14 april 1984 edition,’ MoManon 
said. 


‘"MNLLE Uirecnar Casey ENCAUrAges LIVELY MRnATR an all aur LOTALlLigqence. 
proposals, he and | are ane mind when 3t comes to agency programs, INCLUDING 
THOSe TA chunter the Threat at the Sandinistas to the STAALLLTEY aid peace at 
Lentral America. Ihis position 18 also shareg among otner seniar agency 
attTLcrais.'! 


AN LOTALLIQenes? GAurce SAld that nis canaurrence emhtacen ale CLA 
Operations in central America, incivoing the mining. 
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DEPUTY CIA DIRECTOR SAYS HE AGREED WITH CASEY ON NICARAGUA 
BY ROBERT PARRY é 
WASHINGTON 

[ne GLA'S GRpUTY Oirecton, i an exteaardinary tarmal Statement, sail 
Friday that ne and CJA rector Wiidiam wl. Casey "are at one ming’ on the 
ACTLONS. To CQUntae NIGArAqua's Lethist, qavernmenn. 


400040001-2 


Hono N. McManon’s statement, reieaseo by the LA'S punlic attairs ottice, 
Came AMA. MOWOT NG. GOLLLGLSM Gf TNE AQRNCY'S POLE LM munLng. Nicaraguan, narnnrs.: 


dno Was In response TO 2 WEShIngton Post article Saying McMahon delieveo trom 
Lhe Start Tyan ne, NiCAraAgUAN, Gavert acluan, was. 1 LL- CAGE LV er. 


"1 2m BNX1ONS TO reture rhe Washington Post reterence to MY VIPWS an our 
NLGAraquan. ACTIVITIES," MOManoan, sau. "WHILE ULrectar Casey RANGCAWPAQRS LIVALy 
Cebate on asl ot our Mtediigence PrOPOSaLS, He ano J Bre OF one mind when if 
COMRS TA ajency Arhgrams, LOCLUAI. Thase ta enurnter the. THrean at the. 
Sandinistas to the Stabitiry ang peace OF CeENnirad america. 


"{N1LS QASLELAN, 1.6. alien SARA. among. Aatner senor agency aAttraralia.” 


4 


Prime mover Denhjnd The Proposal to mine Nicaragva’s harbors as a way Of 
NAPASSUNG. THR SANUS TA QOVePnMeNT anf. MiseQuraAging. Lts supanrn tar LP hist 
Qverrllias Jn ki Salvaoor. 


MEANWN LLC. ANUS Traian, ATTLGLALS,. SOAK LO, AMM YMMUAS IM. SAL. CASEY WAS THR 


"Lt S TAR AP WLUNAL. Loeas tio STAD TOR SOPRA. at, PAEVOUETLON,” Sal. ane, 
OFFIClal., IN mining was intenodes to "KPPD fhe heat” on the Sano nistas, he 
ander. 


UtELCLALS. S210 THAN WhLLe. GASeY was. the, AC URGLBAL. Dagkee At TAR ming. plan. 
ald TOP aomInistration policymakers, InclwOIng Secretary at State heorge P, 
SHULAZ. And NaTLonal. SRCUE LLY Adviser Ronern G. Mokarlane, agqreen. an, TAG mnnag 


Detore fhe operarion began in MaNWary. 


>» 


IMR ATT LGLALS. SALAM ShWLTZ asken a ser LES Ot QUESTIONS. angen the. ALAM, Whey, 
Jf Was Proposeo, NVI concurrea yn rhe PEcommMenoarion €O Presigent Reagan to 
aAhernve. LAR Aragram. INRSR ATE LOLVALS discaunren. QWILLISNeD renoens LMA Sor. 
bao “misgiyings”" about the Plan, 


VESCLOSuPes anaut CLA ALreetiuan at the, MUNN, ADEPT, Ef. a SHLD AST. 
OUTSIOL Nicaragua's 32 mises at lerritorial waters Touches ott & tror in 
LOMGress. TALS WeRRK, ®t Oot Loe House. and. Senare. AGO OV LAY, 2 ON A ALn, 
Pesoiurcion calling tar an eno to the OnPragvtioan, 


WOLLR AIMUOLSOTPAnan, Att LCLas. DeLLeve the PRSOLUITU MAK. PRSUABTALON At TAR 


Mining WUNiikely, They are more worrjeo rhact rhe COMTPOVersy COWIO Ki rhe 
OVerall. (ta oragram dt svpoarth tor an. esniumaren. V2 WL PENAL TAQNIUNQ. Tl aust 
The Nicaraguan government. 


READ. HAS PeqQueS ted $21 moLiian. ta, fay toe TNR “cnvert actin.” TELraAh, tae. 


- PNd OF The tiscad year an sept, ll. Jhe Senate approved that amount, Dut House 
HEMACKALLG LOADERS SALd Thoig week tne HOUSE WLLL MAT q -along.. 
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British firms ‘face 


U.S. sanctions over | 


exports allegation’ 


By PETER PRYKE Parliamentary Correspondent 


Beltise firms are among 300 European 

companies threatened with sanctions 
by the U.S. Government for allegedly 
exporting high technology equipment to 
Communist countries, Mr PADDY ASHDOWN 
(Lib. Yeovil) told the f, 


ives of American customs in 


Commons yesterday. | the Embassy are cooperating 


Threats of embargo have 
been made against the 
firms for diverting high 


with the investigation division 
of customs, a perfectly normal 
matter.” 

Mr Ashdown, intervening, 
asked for an assurance that no 


technology leased from the ‘information supplied or ob 


U.S. to Eastern Europe, he 
said. 

The fact that the CIA was 
busy_in Western European 
countries, and that they had 
given intimate details of s00 

had imme 

Mil G 
’ tor, he added. 


Normal] matter 


C using the U.S. Tr 

sury_ap toms services as 2. 

cover, Mr Ashdown asked jf j 

wo 

ofc nside the efence 

imistry - were supplying 
1 I v > 

ment, 

Mr Paul Channon, Trade and 
Industry Minister, replying to 
an adjournment debate, said 
that no Defence Ministry off- 
cials were in co-operation with 
the U.S. Embassy on export 
licence controls. 


_ “3t_is_true that representa- 
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tained from British firms was 
used for other purposes. 

“T think J can give the exact 
assurance you require,” Mr 
Channon replied. 


Slap on irons 


Opening the debate. Mr Ash- 
down Said that British compan- 
jes, especially leasing com- 
panies, had started to come 
under pressure from the U.S. 
administration to provide their 
list of customers, 


A commercial officer of the 


- U.S. Embassy was reported to 


have told British Jeasing com- 
panies at a meeting in Febru- 
ary that if they did not co- 


eperate there was sufficient in- | 
formation on them “to slap the , 


irons on: you.” 


source of this information, the 
official had indicated that the 
U.S. Government had two ofh- 
cials inside the Defence -Min- 
istry with access to such infor: | 
mation, who were supplying it; 
to the U.S. Government. | 


___The House rose at 3 p.m. 


at { 
. When pressed about the 


tl 
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AMERICAN SURVEY 


Nicaragua isn't Pearl Harbour 


Said the secretary of defence, Mr Caspar 
Weinberger, on television on April 8th, 
with 2 straight face: “The United States is 
not mining the harbours of Nicaragua.” 
He went on to explain that what he was 
doing was refusing any comment “about 
any things of that sort”—a refusa] from 
which nobody should draw any conclu- 
sion whatever. The reports of what the 
Central Intelligence Agency is up to off 
the Pacific coast of Nicaragua were al- 


ready, however, too specific for Mr Wein-. 


berger to expect anybody to be deceived. 


As it appears, the Reagan administra- ° 


non gave authority in February for a 
Central Intelligence Agency ship to start 
operations off the Nicaraguan ports, and 
minelaying started in the same month. 
For some reason the administration was 
somewhat sluggish in carrying out its 
obligation to inform the intelligence com- 
_mittees of congress of this new activity, 
and so the senators debated the appropri- 
auion of 321m for cover aid to the contras 
(the Nicaraguan exiles fighting from 
bases in Honduras and Costa Rica) be- 
tween March 29th and April Sth in igno- 
rance of it. With the Democratic senators 
‘sincerely divided on what should be done 
about Centra] America, the senate passed 
the appropriation, just as the extent of 
American involvement in the minelaying 
was leaking out. 

The impression of an American admin- 
istration blithely indifferent to interna- 
vona] reactions was fonified by the deci- 
sion on April 6th to suspend for two years 
Amencan acceptance of the jurisdiction 
of the International Court of Justice in 
Central American disputes. For those 


senalors and congressmen whose mem- . 


bership of the intelligence committees 
entitles them to know what others may 
not, the whole shock was aggravated by 
the feeling that they had been made fools 
of. Particularly outraged was Senator 
Berry Goldwater, chairman of the senate 
selecl committee on intelligence and a 
man of honour, who during the senate 
debate had authoritatively denied that 
the president had authonsed any mine- 
laying. On Tuesday Senator Goldwater 


Co 
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fired off 2 severe letter to Mr William 
Casev, the director of the CIA. in which 
the senator declared with simple dignity: 
“Tam pissed off.” - -- char ees 
Senator Edward Kennedy, who was 
rebuffed last week in his effort to stop the 
“secret” funds, saw that the parliamenta- 
ry situetion had changed and went back 
into action with new amendments to an 
entirely different bill. One of these, de- 
claring the opposition of congress to the 
use of funds to mine Nicaraguan waters, 
was adopted by 84 votes to 12 after a 
bargain had been struck and another 


amendment hostile to the administration - 


dropped. A form of bipartisanship had 
been established, but it was not the kind 
that President Reagan and his secretary 
of state, Mr George Shultz, have been 
urging. — ; 
Time was when Mr Ronald Reagan, 
the actor and union executive, the politi- 
cal publicist, state governor and presiden- 
tia] candidate, was free with comments on 
the efforts of presidents to conduct for- 
eign policy. It began, indeed, when he 
sided with Genera) MacArthur against 
President Truman about how to win the 
Korean war. 
. That, more recently, President Carter 
should have got the back of Mr Reagan’s 
hand on the whole range of foreign policy 
was 10 be expected; but what did Mr 
Reagan’s brother Republican, President 
Ford, get? It was Mr Reagan who dis- 
missed the Ford-Kissinger efforts at de- 
lente with the Soviet Union as having 
produced nothing more than “the right to 
sell Pepsi-Cola in Siberia”. Mr Reagan's 


_ reaction 10 Mr Ford’s search for a Pana- 


ma canal settlement was: ‘“We paid for it. 
I would keep it.” , 

Times have changed. Mr Reagan told 
the Georgetown Centre for Internationa) 
and Strategic Studies on April 5th that 
there was a need for a retum to the days 
when politics stopped at the water's edge. 
“We must”, he said, “restore bipartisan 


consensus in support of US foreign 


policy.” 
It was congress he was getting at. Two 
days earlier, in his press conference, he 


had unloaded on to congress some of the 
blame for what went wrong with the 
recent peacekeeping operation in Beirut. 
Public debate, he said, with congress 
demanding “Bring our men home”, could 
only “stimulate the terrorists and urge 
them on to further attacks”. On that 
occasion the president went on to com- 
plain of the restrictions that congress had 
placed in the past 10 years on the presi- 
dent's power in international diplomacy. 
There were 150 of these restrictions, he 
said. Two days later at the Georgetown 


centre he used another figure, 100: thé 


message was the same. : 

it was all too much for the Speaker of 
the house of representatives, Mr Tip 
O'Neill, who lost some skin last Septem- 
ber in procuring bipartisan agreement 16 
Mr Reagan’s keeping the unfortunate 
marines in Beirut, and later got some 
scornfu] Reaganite rhetoric for his pains. 
He called the attempt to blame congress 
“despicable”. : 

President Reagan is not atiempting to 
establish a bipartisan spirit in foreign 
policy, he is getting ready for an election 
campaign. It has 10 be said, however, that 
in the history of American foreign policy, 
bipartisanship has been much more the 
exception than the rule. Mr Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, President Caner's foreign- 
policy assistant, brooded constructively 
on the subject in the last chapter of his 
memoirs published last year. “The Unit- 


niinued 
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Jackson Comp 
to Watergat 


By GERALD M. BOYD 
Speciol to The New ‘York Times 
CINCINNATI, April 13 — The Rev. 
Jesse Jackson today said that the Rea- 
gan Administration, in mining the har- 


NEw YORK TIMES 
14 April 1984 


; Ul-conceived act,’ Mr. Jackson said. 
“Tris not enough toimply that the main 
problem was not informing Congress 


adequately. Our foreign policy in Cen- 
tra] America is wrong. We are standing 


bors of Nicaragua, had created a crisis | 0 the wrong side of history, We are en- 


for the country that made ‘Watergate 
Jook benign,’ tama 

_. Mr. Jackson's remarks represented 
the ‘latest in increasingly biting criti- 
.cism by the Democratic Presidential 
‘hopeful of the Administration policy to- 
ward Nicaragua and Ej Salvador. The 
-comment came during a brief airport 
press conference as Mr. Jackson 
headed here from Chicago, having ap- 
peared earlier in Phoeniz, Ariz. 

Mr, Jackson declined again today to. 
directly call for Mr. Reagan’s im- 
peachment over the mining issue, His 
position is that Congress must begin & 
review to cetermine if the situation 
warrants impeachment. . 

However, as Mr. Jackson came into 
Ohio to begin two days of campaigning, 
he argued that Congress, through 4 
nonbinding resolution, had not gone far 
enough in making sure the Administra. 
tion’s policy in Central America 
changed, 

‘Both the Senste and the House are 
‘to be congratulated for their rapid ac- 


| tion in censoring the CT.A."s mining of © 


{the harbors of Nicaragua, but the unde. 
\clated wer aginst the people of Nica. 
Tagua is “still _@_matter of great con- 
cern,” he said. ‘‘]t must be stopped,’”. 
i For the first time Mr. Jackson ex. 
nded the target of his attack to in- 
ence the Director of Central Intelli- 
ence, William J, Casey. He contended 
that Mr. Casey had stated that he 
[would find other sources for cing 
the mining, including a foreign govern- 
ment, if Congress withdrew funds for 
(ee action. ~ 
A spokesman for the C.LA. said to- 


dav that Mr. Casey had never made 
such remarks. 


Arguing that the Democratic Party 
‘Cannot pursue politics as usual, Mr. 
Jackson said neither of his rivals for 
the nomination, Walter F. Mondale and 
Senator Gary Hart, had gone far 
enough in opposing the Administra. 
tion’s action. He called upon both of 
them to join him in urging further ac. 
tion in Congress. Such action, he said, 
‘was needed to “stop our funding of ter- 
:ror of Nicaragua and E) Salvador now 


people who are trying to work out their 

Mr. Jackson said at a press confer- 
ence in Cincinnatti that he believes 
both Mr. Mondale and Gary Hart were 
‘taoving in the direction of a posture.to 
“demilitarize’’ United States involve | 
ment in Central America. — 

On Thursday while. campaigning in , 
Arizona, Mr. Jackson criticized Mr, ‘ 
Harton several occasions saying that | 
Mr. Hart had failed to return to the Sen. ° 
ate to vote on resolutions that would , 
have cut off United States financing in : 
Central America. 

Mr. Jackson's reference to Water- 
gate came as he argued that the nation 
must recognize the significance of the 
™m 


gaged in Killing people, and starving 
own destiny.” ~ 


“We must.all realize the seriousness 
of @ situation thet makes Watergate. 
look benign,” he said, ‘‘Watergate was 
by stealing; Central American action 
is by killing, maiming and destroying.” 
Mr. Jackson arrived here poised to. 


;and to withdraw all our troops trom | 


‘| Central America,” 
“Tt is not enough for Walter Mondale 
to cell mining the harbors a clumsy and 
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resurae a hectic campaign schedule 
that is to take him to arees with high 
concentrations of minorities, including 
the cities of Cincinnati, Deyton and 
Cleveland. 

On Thursday, as he wrapped up carne ; 
paigning in Arizona, Mr. Jackson spoke _ 
with passion on the plight of American | 
Indians in a visit to Window. Rock. He! 
called for the creation of a Cabinet. 
level agency to protect Indian affairs 
and interests. He also called for the 
abolishment of the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs, which he called “the worst bu- 
reaucracy in Ameican history.”’ 

Mr. Jackson told the Navajo tribal 
counci} thet there should be a change in 
the leasing of coal reserves on Indian 
lands, which he contended was ban-| 
ished by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Mr. Jackson said that 25 percent of aii 
coal reserves are on Indian lands. 

‘*These leases should be renegotiated 
as soon as possible,’’ Mr. Jackson said. 
“T pledge to help find a way to renegoti- 
ate.” Mek ; 
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* By Bob Woodward eee 
: ~ Washington PostStatt Writer | 
_ The operations arm of the CLA that oversees its secret 
‘war against the leftist, Sandinista government .of Nica- | 
Tagua has been notified that money for the programm ° 
could run out next week, perhaps as soon as Sunday, and’ 
steps should be taken to begin disengagement, senior: 
administration sources said yesterday. Ret ian 7 
Congtessional Democrats, reacting to news reports 
about direct CIA involvement in the mining of several . 
- - Nicaraguan harbors, have predicted that the House will. 
refuse fo approve $21 million President Reagan has re- 
quested to continue the covert operation. ; ae 
.- Republican members of Congress and administration 
officials said they still hope to win approval of the fund-. 
ing after next week’s congressional recess... 2: 


The ClA-supported “Contra” guerrillas: still may have : 


enough money to operate for several more weeks, but $22 
million of the current $24 million for their support was 
spent by the end of last month, the sources said, and ‘it 
appears that the Reagan administration is uncertain 
about what to do-next. = an 
_CIA Director William J. Casey is considering the pos- 
sibility of asking another country, such as Saudi Arabia, 
to send money to the Contras until the funding problem 
is solved, according to one well-placed source, but no de- 
cisions have been made. __ 7 = 
Casey is viewed inside the CLA.as the primary moving 
force behind the secret war against Nicaragua and the 
-controversial mining of its harbors, oa 
' “Casey cooked this whole thing up,” one 
source said, . 
But Casey’s enthusiasm for the covert operation in. 
Nicaragua is not widely shared among senior CIA offi- . 
cials despite Casey’s popularity because of the greatly 
Increased funding he has secured for the agency... --a=: 
John N. McMahon, the CIA’s No. 2 man, who has 33 


informed 


~ years of experience, believed from the beginning that the |‘ 


Nicaraguan operation was ill-. j i | 
official familiar with his ee cease: co ! 
“John just knew it would come to this where there 
would not be enough public and congressional support 

and we’d withdraw,” the official said, 
McMahon reportedly. has argued that, after the Amer- 


now a time to rebuild the CIA's intelligence-gathering™ ! 
capabilities rather than risk more damage to it with un-~ 
‘certain covert operations. 7 
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may have voiced about specific op- 
erations in staff discussions, he is not 
opposed to any CIA operations. Sev: 
eral sources said the mining of Nic- 
aragua was not intended to stop the 


flow of arms from the Sandinistas to 


leftist rebels in nearby El Salvador, 
which ‘is one the justifications that 
Congress has been given for the co- 
vert operation against Nicaragua. 
“It’s harassment pure and simple,” 
said one administration official, “and 


designed to keep them busy, a diver~ 


€ 


sion.” ; 
‘The State Department has issued 


a jegal opinion, circulated in the 
: Senate Select Committee on Intel- 
- ligence, saying the harbor mining is 


“self-defense” and designed to stem 
the unlawful flow of arms. A senior 


_ administration official said yester- 
. day, “unfortunately it’s bulls—” and” 
‘ would add to: the perception. that. 


one hand of the administration: does 


* pot know what the other is doing. 


Administration sources said that 
attacks by the’ ClA-supported - anti- 


Sandinista’ guerrillas have had a se- - 


rious impact on the Nicaraguan 
economy but have not slowed the 
flow of arms into El Salvador. - 

“It went down after Grenada [the 
October, 1983, U.S. invasion of the 


Caribbean island] but it’s now going 


up ‘and may even be higher,” said 
one source familiar with estimates. 


_ Another source generally agreed with 


this ‘assessment, but. added that 


- there have been some successes in 
- interrupting the arms flow. -. ~~; 


‘Sources said CIA analysts have 


ican intelligence community scandals of the 1970s, it is Soe See oul 


use ds ane 
sett tans, _ have no chance of overthrowing the 
ever. personal . opinions ;. McMahon 


Sandinista government in Nicaragua, 
which has a military and police force 
totaling about 75,000 men. 

The National Security Council 
has set a ceiling of 18,000 on the 
number of Contras the CIA may re- 
cruit, support and direct. Sources 
said the number of Contras now op- 
erating is 12,000 to 15,000. 

Casey remains determined to fight ~ 
for the requested $21 million to con- 
tinue supporting the Contras, ac- 
cording to administration officials. 
“Hé was the only one at the CIA 


" saying we'd get the money,” one of- 


ficial said yesterday. , 
Tuesday’s &4-to-12 Senate vote 
condemning the mining of Ni- 
caraguan harbors clearly had an im- 
pact at the CIA, where officials said 
they believed they had kept Con- 
gress well-informed, citing Casey's 


‘testimony to the Senate intelligence 


committee March 8 and March 13 to! 
the effect that. “mines have been - 
“placed” in the harbors, 9 

None of the committee’s members — 


‘yeached yesterday disputed this and ” 


some said they should have been 
more inquisitive. “It is as emotional ; 
an issue as we can have in our time © 
and we are perceived to have hidden: 
it,” said one CIA official. “This is so- 
fexpletive] demoralizing.” _- 4 
The mines have damaged several | 
ships and, according to one intelli-” 
gence report, caused injuries, includ- 
ing broken bones, for a few seamen. | 
The Nicaraguan fishing boats that | 
recently were damaged by the mines . 
were trying to sweep the mines out. 
of channels when they exploded, ac- 


cording to one report. . a4 


Sad Toten et 


Asked about this, a CLAppkesed kas Realease@12005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2 


+ 


ANTICLE ApprApproved For Release, 


ON PAGE <F-3 
| 13 Call 


for 


icalling for the appointment o 
|prosecutor to look into Presj 


‘gan's support of military atracks on 


Nicara: 


| The letter, dated Monday And:deliv- 
ered late today, asks Attorney General 
William French Smith to- appoint = 


‘Prosecutor to. determine wh 


Reagan and his top aides committed’ 
Federal crimes. in .connection-.with” 


Nicaragua policy. =. 


Thomas P, DeCair, the top Justice 
Department spokesman, said Mr. 
Smith, would have no comment on the 


letter. / 


The letter marks the first time that a 
Congressional oversight provision of ; 
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 


‘has been invoked. ; 


The letter said the Reagan Adminis- 
tration’s activities.in support of para- 

ilitary attacks on Nicaragua “appear 
to violate’ the Neutrality Act and: 


mili 
“strike at the heart of the 


sional power to declare war,” -. .... 
The Neutrality Act, enacted in 1794, 


makes it a Federal felony for 


mount “any military or naval expedi-: 
tion or enterprise” from the_United 


ary Committee’s 20 
Democrats made public a letter today 


. z 7 00040 
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af 


0040001-2 


a Special Prosecutor 


Spectalto The New York Times 90 0g 0S 28" sh 


t a special 


4 prison. 
dent Rea-. 


LSor 


Ogate, an nec 


ether Mr, 


igence, William J. 


ative Don Edwards 


Massachusetts, -...,, 


Congres- .jspréad reports that 


anyone to - 


The letter said a special prosecutor, 

r independent coumsel, should "inves ; Should “inves. 

. ate, and 1 necessary pro q SEO te. Dos . 
sible violations of the Neutrality Act” 
~ Reagan, Sec-- 
é€ bultz, for. : 
of State Alexander M. ' 


W. Weinberger and the Director of Cen. 


. The letter was written by Represent’ 
of California, 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Civil 
and Constitutional Rights, and Signed 
by Represenative Peter W. Rodino Jr. 
of New Jersey, the Judiciary Commit. 
tee chairman, and 1] other Democrats. 
Mr. Edwards said the move had the ! 
Support of the Speaker of the House, 
Thomas P. O’Neill Ir.,: Democrat of 


The three-page letter: cited wide 
inning in 198] 
the Administration pursued “a plan to 
covertly aid, fund and participate in” 
paramilitary attacks.on Nicaragua by 
Nicaraguan exiles, Some of whom 
trained in camps in the United States. 
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Central Intelligence Agency 


By PHILIP TAUBMAN 

Special to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, April 12-— The 
relationship between Congress “and 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 
never one of the warmer P partnerships 
in Washingion, has suddenly deterio- 
rated into a bitter feud over the issue. 
ner_Jawmakers were ad- 
equately informed about the mining 

of Nicaraguan harbors, 

to both in- 


€ guarre], accordi 
telfigence officials and mem TS_of 
‘Congress, has poisoned relations 
more Severely than any dispute in 
Memory and is likely fo have Jone- 
term Consequences jor the conduct of 
intelligence activities and re Tole of 
e CATA, 


on 
siona] oversight has broken down,” a 
‘senior intelligence official said today. 
“Right now, there’s anarchy,” 

He added: “‘Nobody's ever seen it 
this bad. Frankly, I’m not sure it will 
recover, at least not under the cur- 
rent leadership on the Hill and in the 
agency.” 


Anger on Both Sides 


The level of anger and routual dis- - 
trust was, if anything. muted in the = 


scathing Jéetter that Senator Ba 
water, Republican of Arizona, _ 
the chairman of the Senate Select . 
Committee on _Intel}j ence, _ sent 
earher this week to William J. Casey 


the Director of Central Intelligence, 
Sompla 


Complaining that ittee had 


«not been told about the minin Mr 


“Goldwater wrote that “this is 1O Way 


to min 4 railroad.” 


In the Feud | 


ma 


Intelligence officials, who usually | | 
try to Be diplomatic when cISCHESIng - 


Congress, have abandoned any pre- 
tense of patience. “If we don't hear 
from them again it will be too soon,” 
another C.l.A. official said today. 
Neither side appears willing to give - 


mu und On whe basic question of 
' Whether the CI 4. abided by 


ties. Mr. Goldwater 


laws that regire the intelligence 
‘agency (6 keep Con s y and:. 
med about its activi. - 


qurrent]y inform 


colleagues have insisted that they -° 
were not informed, certainly not in — 
any detail, about the agency's role in 
the mining of three Nicaraguan har- . 
‘bors, 


- that would forbid i of the . 
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and many of his . — 


I 


+. The New York Times ; 
_ Senator Barry Goldwater. 
Senators Recall Briefings 


Intelligence officials said Congress’: 


was first told about the mini ‘on 
Jan. 31, when C.I.A. aides briefed the.- 
House Select Com ittee_o ie 
gence. They said that the Senate ‘ 
pane] was notified, although not in de.” 
tail, in meetings on March 8 and: 
March 13 and that staff mernbers | 

m the committee were given a de-. 
tailed account on April.2. 


“Several senators recalled in inter.’ 
vi S Weel 


5 a 
come up in brietings but said the in. | 
telligence agency had not made clear : 
hat Ameren 


Cans were involv 


pervised by the C.I.A. ; 
. Committee staff 
firmed that they 
full on the operation on April 2 and 
said @ written memorandum on the’: 
-mining operation was prepared for ; 
distrubution to members of the com- i 
mittee. It is not clear how many, if ; 
any, Senators ‘read the report before 
the issue blew up into a major dispute 
this week. Senator Daniel Patrick - 


Moynihan, Democrat of New York, 
the .deputy. chairman of the intelli. 


members con. 


th Congress, 
No Quarter Is Given 


. = tion is that it 
€ mining had © 


and * 
an receiv. |. 


that the operation, rather 
- Ing indirect suppor: trom the United, 
vy Federal - / States was directly organized and su: | 


had been briefed in _ 


00040001-2 


. United Press Internationa! 
*. William J. Casey 
ence Committee, said he had not 
Seen the memo 
when he voted in favor of $21 million 
n_new fund Ang Jor LA. covert 
operanons against Nicaragua, 
Last weekend, before the recrimi- 
hations began, Senator Patrick J. 
Y, Democrat of Vermont, a 
member of the intelligence commit. 
tee, Said: + 
“One advantage of a covert opera- 
allows an awful jot of . 
: People who knew about it to say they 
‘didn’t. 1t will be fascinating to see the . 
number of senators who will object to 
the mining during the coming week 
when virtually the whole Senate had a 
chance to vote on the issue of covert 
operations against Nicaragua last - 
week and most members knew the 
mining was part of it. It was one rea- 
son some of us voted against the bill." 
.- S21 Million for Rebels | 


The Senate voted, 76 to 19, last week 
to approve $2] million for the inte}}j. 
gence agency to support Nicaraguan 
rebels. The vote came after a floor de. 
bate in which the mining was men- 
tioned, according to a transcript of 
the discussion. On Tuesday, as the 
furor over the mining grew, the Sen. 
ate voted, 84 to 12, in fevor of €@ non- 
binding sense of the Senate resolution 


| TIO 
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CIA STATEMENT ON CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS 
WASHINGTON 


(he CLA sar Feiffay hath the Senare and Hause INTRA LLigenar CAMMULLAeS were 


orieted in January ang March on the agency's covert Operation to mine Nicaraguan 
haraars, : 


(Re agency was, PRSAANIINg. fa candressianag or LELCLSm. Lhatl memhers nan nat 
Deen tilly intarmeo at the contraversjal operatian. 


A ULA snnkesman sald the House INTRLLigence Commitee was Or leted an the 


moning project Jan. $7 and March Z/ ano the Senate panel was given detaiis Marcn 
Sand March 14, 


In a Senarare STATAMROT, URAUTY (la ULreanar Jann McMahan dented a 
PUDLISNeO report that he 30 nor SUBPOrL The mining project, 


(he Wasmhingtan POST i tiday, quating an widentitled saurce an who LOSALPeM 
Tne plan, had sald CiA Director William Uasey ’'cookeo this whole Thing up'' 
and Than Memanan thaugnk tne arniect ''iii-canecerven.'? 
, ‘'L am AaM¥ las TO retune The WaShingtan vasn's reterence TA my VIEWS An oir 
Nicaraguan Activities which appeared in its 14 April 14784 eo)TIoON, >? McMahon 
Said. 


‘'WHLLR ULrectar Casey encourages Lively denate an all aur LOTR LLigence 
Proposals, Ne and J are One mind when 11 comes to agency programs, inciuwoing 
thase TA caunter the Threat at the Sdndinisras ta the STANLLLTY ano peace at 
ventral America. ins position 1§ also shareo among other senior agency 
otticiais.'' 


AN LOE Liigence Souree sald than the CONGUPPRNCR OMNPACeN ALL CLA 
operations in Central America, Including the mining. 
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The Senate Wakes Up: 


IN THE NATION 


" ‘Two cheers for the Senate and that 
84-12 vote by which it denounced Presi- 
dent Reagun's policy of mining the har- 
bors of Nicaragua. He’s been demand- 


Robert Byrd noted, he certainly got it, 
with 42 Republicans joining all but one 
Democrat in a well-deserved rebuke. 
But where were most of those sena- 
tors when the President's lawiess cam- 
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-By Tom Wicker 


Leena mineeenetete ed 
Where did they think the contras 


were getting the maney, the materials, 


“the training, the overall direction to do 


‘the job, if not from the C.I.A.? What's 
ing bipartisanship and, as Senator ° 


Paign against a recognized neighbor . 


Government — including the mining — 
could have been stopped by cutting off 
funds for it? Last November, Congress 
authorized $24 million for the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s “covert” cam- 


"CIA. em- 
ployees” and contra guerrillas paid by 
the C.1.A.? If any, it’s minuscule. 

And why, in the first place, were 
the legislators of a Government -of 
laws appropriating money for that 
kind of lawlessness? Just after the 


the difference between 


. Soviet tanker incident, ] wrote that . 
| ‘the President’s efforts to over-’ 


| 


paign against Nicaragua; and just a : 


week before the 8-12 vote, the Senate 


epproved an additional $21 million for | 


the C.LA.-organized and -supported 
“contras” who plant the mines, 


the mining itself, since it had been 


public knowledge for weeks — receiv-. 


ing much publicity in late March, for 
example, when ove of the mines dam- 
aged a Soviet tanker. Ships of other na- 
tions had also been damaged, Britain 
had protested the mining and France 
bad suggested that it might help re. 
move the illegal mines. . 

.The Senate did not react — the lat- 
est $21 million was voted after that 
Soviet tanker was damaged — until it 
was disclosed in The New York Times 
that C.I.A. employees were supervis- 
ing the mine-laying from a U.S. ves- 
sel just outside Nicaraguan terri- 
torial waters. Such U.S. participation 
in military operations, a Democratic 

- Senator was quoted as saying, 
“crosses a thresho:d that brings us 
closer to a direct cunfrontation with 
Nicaragua,.’”” . 

No doubt it does. But senators and 
representatives were either deluding 
themselves or averting their gaze if 
they actually thought there was a real 
distinction between (a) voting funds 
that the ClA-trained = and 
-Suppored contras used to mine 
Nicaraguan harbors, and (b) voting 
the same funds for the same contras 


to mine the same harbors under | 


C.LA. direction. : 


throw” the Nicaraguan.Government : 


-self-determination abroad.” A mem- 
-ber of the Senate Intelligence Com-. 
mittee called to say that Congress 


: had never appropriated funds to over- 


_ | throw the Nicaraguan Government. 
Nor did the Senate really act against | = 


Rather the Reagan Administration 
had certified, under severe Congres- 
sional prodding, that money for the 
contras was intended only to stop 
Nicaragua from aiding guerrilla 
forces in E] Salvador. : 
Those who believed that were 
Guped, either by Mr. Reagan or by 
themselves. Last summer in Hon- 


duras, Peter McCormick and I inter- 7 


viewed members of the contra ‘‘direc- 
torate”; during hours of talk'in a Te 
gucigalpa hotel room, none of them 
cited the supposed flow of arms to El’ 
Salvador as even a minor target. They 
made no secret of their sole intent: to - 
change the Government in Managua, 
The Sandinistas, said Enrique Ber- 
mudez — once an officer in Somoza's 
National Guard, now military com- 
mander of the contras — had refused 
to negotiate with their opponents, so 
“the only alternative we have left is 
war.” And it is that war for power in 
Nicaragua — waged from Honduras, 
financed by the Reagan Administra-: 


ter’s celebrated letter to William, 
Casey, the C.I.A. Director, expresses 
more outrage about not being in- 
formed than about the mining itseif: 
aud Mr. Goldwater was one of the 12 
who voted against the resolution con- 


demning the mining. 


The C.LA., of course, says it did in- j 


form the Intelligence Committee — ap- 
parently in veiled, spooky references 


that members either didn’t hear, didn’t . 


understand or forgot(!). Those who 
remember the C.I.A. investigations of 
a decade ago not be as surprised as 


; Some Senators apparently were at such 
tricky dealings from an agency 


‘schooled in deception. , 

‘ Would the Senaie, nad it been prop- 
erly informed, have tolerated direct 
U.S. participation in the mining, as it 
had previously tolerated every act of 
the contras? It may seem ungrateful to 
raise the question, in view of that 84-12 
vote; but the ultimate issue is not 
whether Congress was informed, or 
whose hands sowed the mines. It is 


whether Congress is prepared to put an: 


end to Mr. Reagan's disgraceful war, 
and take the responsibility for duing so. 
On that the vores Save vet te be cast, 


| 
| 


tion, organized and directed by the - 
C.LA.— for which Congress has been - 


voting U.S. taxpayers’ dollars. 
The. Senate’s belated outrage, 


moreover, obviously was heightened: ' 


by the C.1.4.’s failure to inform Con- 


gress of specific U.S. participation in :, 7 


the mining scheme. Senator Goldwa- , 
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U.S. May End ® 
Port Mining. 
in Nicaragua 


in Nicaraguan waters. . 
He also told the Senate that he 


onsor a bill to e Senate 
eaten of oe and 19° 
other high- ranking r g members of the 


‘ Ress Administration if President 
agan wins reelection in Novem - 


: ee said the law “requires that 
we be told about these -(mining) ~ 
operations. .. . We were not told. . 
The director of the Central Intelli- 


Fears Cutoff of Aid. | gence Hs jency has failed to acl—in 
3 violation of the law.” 
. but Won t Rule Out ~ “Although Byrd char; a het Cake 
New CIA Operation |: |e aa Ee cra to _info 
eae -i4 | of the panel said that the CIA chief | 
By DOYLE MeMANUS, : had, in fact, briefly mentioned min- : 
ing in testimony before them. but: 


“WASHINGTON—The Reagan Jew had pursued the mater. . - 


Administration, fighting to save its] * ‘Questioned by Leahy | 


:a threatened .cutoff of funds, . ais |) ' One_of those who. did question 
considering an end to further min- CIA officials further on the SS Paiber on Tae Ene 
ing of Nicaragua’s harbors but. has: Sen. Patrick J: Leahy (D-Vi.), said - 
made no final decisio € ha eved tha members 0 
* mone re : The pane. been informed of the" 
Deputy Secretary of State Ken- . 
neth W. Dam and other Administra- .. 
Gon officials wold { Congress that that the Of 8 smaller num 
Ci4-directed mining was completed | : Who ha n one 
last_ month, according to congress- |. Byrd also said. he | .was “con- 
men who attended .a closed-door | cerned” about the President's role 
~~ * i im the maining. “If he didn’t know, it 
“But a amanieteation ‘officials re- /, Scares me. If he did know, it scares’. 
fused to rule out new mining opera- me,” Byrd said. “Who's in charge if : 
tions in the future, angering some he didn’t know? If he did know, why: 
moderate Republicans as well as did he enter. into an act that is in | 
Democrats, the congressmen said. _.Violation of the international laws?":: 
“The operation has been ;, Rep. Larry Smith (D-Fla.), who | 
stopped,” one Democratic congress- 
‘man who attended the briefing said. 
“But they made no commitment 
about what gd =e ‘do in the 


then had Jearned that he was “one: 
an eapat : 


future.” 


House Vote Due Today 


Administration’ ‘officials con- 
firmed his account and said the 
initial phase of the mining, which 
began in February, was completed 
well before Tuesday, when the 


’ Senate voted by an overwhelming 


84 to 12 to condemn the action. On 


. Wednesday, the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee passed an identical, | 
non-binding resolution, 31 to 3. The | 
full House is "eeu to vote on the 


resolution today. 


Meanwhile, Senate Democratic 


leader Robert C, tC. Byrd accused CIA 


Director William J. _ I, Casey of b of break- 


ing_the law for failing to fell 


= that mines were being laid 


CIA role in the mining but ‘the ‘that _h he - 


FILE ONLY 


attended the briefing 0 eo en A! 
Committee, said Dam told the panel that the mines were. 
laid “some time ago,” that another Central American 
nation was involved in the operation and that some of 
the mines have been . removed, apparently by the 
Nicaraguans. 
‘Dam, who acknowledged’ in the closed session that the 
United States directed the mining, justified the opera- 
.tion as an act of “collective self-defense” with the 
“unnamed Central American nation, he said. oe aie 
Congressional sources said Dam was apparently ° 
‘referring to either El Salvador or Honduras, both ‘of. 
which have accused Ni icaragua of ane leftist guerril- 
Jas in their countries. - = 
4 Both Republicans and Democrats in the House said 7 
they. were angry.that President Reagan had authorized - 


Intelligence Committee, members . the mining without consulting Congress and ‘predicted 


that the House will block the Administration’s request . 
: for. $21 million in’ new support for. rebels fighting Z 
Nicaragua's leftist regime. aed. cd 

“It -doesn’t have a -chance;” said House ‘Speaker 2 

Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.), who also called: 

e-mining-“terrorism.at its worst.” The mines have 
aes at least six merchant bing and caused at least + 
five injuries, but no deaths. ‘ 
"7 think it’s down the drain,” Rep. ‘Olympia J. Snowe 
of Maine, a moderate Republican member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, said = - 

‘However, the House appeared unlikely to take any i 
definitive action before its two- week, Raster TECESS _ 
“ bégins Friday; ‘congressmen said.” ~ - : 

Rep, Michael -D. Barnes (D-Md.), ‘chairman’ of the 
Foreign Affairs subcommittee on Latin America, said he 
expects the “House to approve the resolution condemn- 
ing the mining today but to put off the funding issue 
until as late as May. The House resolution is identical to 
’ the ‘measure passed by the Senate on Tuesday. One . 
‘ committee Republican dissented in the House Foreign | 
Sie Committee vote on the measure. wa: 

2 fEwo. Strategies ‘Convideted = toy 
“President: Reagan reacted to the Senate action by 
"telling reporters: wAS Jong ¢ as. it’ s- not binding, T can live - 
withit7:: .. 

" Administration “officials. ere the crucial: test will be 

the:congressional debate over their $2]-million funding 
; Fequest. U:S.’ ‘inteliigence officials nere warned, in-an 
wousual * ement rters, that if 


The Senate approved.the appropriation last week, 
when man members 5a} € were unaware of € 
Rh 


“The money is in the Senate version ‘7 an appropria- 
- tion bill that. must:now go before-a joint House-Senate™ 
‘conference , committee. Congressional sources said 
‘House . Democrats are considering two strategies ‘to: 
‘knock the money out of the bill—either by barring any - 
agreement in the conference or by bringing the $21 
million separately to the House floor, where it wel 
‘almost surely be voted down. , TAT 


Continued 
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Sean 9, 


EN ON THE 

MOVE... That was 

} StateSec George 
Shultz, in heavy téte-a- 

téte with Brooke Shields at this 
White House State Dinner, 
whisking her merrily, stil] a- 
chatter, 'round the dance floor... 
Dillon Ripley, exiting as Smit- 
hsonianmeister in September, hop-. 
ping aboard the Riggs Bank 
National Corporation Board of 
Directors. (Just a wee $30,000 a 
year, darlings. Every smattering 
helps)... CommerceSec Mac Bal- 
drige, to be grandly inducted into 
Nationa] Cowboy Hal) of Fame. 
(It’s “for contributions as 
statesman, rancher and rodeo 
competitor.” Mac, recall, ropes a 
mean steer.) Already there: | 
Buffalo Bill, Kit Carson, Sam 
Houston and Wil) Rogers . .< <CIA ° 


honcho Bill**Mumbies” Casey, hit bit-: 


ting Capito] Hill to brief a Senate 


committee in absolute, utter, total 
secrecy on on Nicaragua. Confiden- 
at dia : 

Nobody understood a ancl word 
he said... Sen. John Warner, 
looming large in the chic little 
MRV boutique-snipperie in — 
Georgetown, getting his blow-dry, 
(That, darlings, is where Ethe} 
Kennedy, Eunice and Janet Auch- 
incloss get theirs)... Terry Bax- 
ter, Geico Veep, and author of 
“Hailstone,” the book about 2 
White House murder plot, taking 
time off to flit to China this week - 
as a Presidential Advance Man. —.. 
And yes. His next book's to be 

. dubbed, “The Advance Man.” And 
so much more, tomorrow! “ 
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Kennedy Gave President @ 
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JOSE 


ot Bipartisan Foreign Polk cy 


Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), 
stepping in as secretary of state, walked up 
to the plate and walloped a homer for the 
kind of bipartisan foreign policy that Pres- 
ident Reagan says the country needs. 

The vote to ban further mining of the 
weters off Nicaragua is non-binding, as 


_ Reagan was quick to say. But the tally, 84-" 


to-12, was a hideous embarrassment to 


him Just a week ago, Reagan was rolling | . 
up victories that told him that the Senate | 


wished only to do his bidding—and to 


‘know es little as possible about what he 


and the CIA are up to in Nicaragua. 
At the very least, the vote indicates th 
want of martial spirit so deplored by the 


real secretary of state, George P. Shultz, 


! 


who declared last week—while we were 


" practicing it ourselves——that we should be 
willing to use force against terrorism. 


At most, Reagan has been informed that - 


the most slavish and craven senators are 
not willing to follow him off the cliff into 
World War TI, which did seem to be the 
light at the end of this particular tunnel 


In the end, the Republicans didn’t even 


want to talk about it After their leader, . 


Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), an- 
nounced that he would be with Kennedy, 
they abandoned their wonted blather and 
posturing and fell to answering the roll call. 
They had been through a_bipartisan 
briefing by CLA Director William J. Casey, 
who said that he would have told shout the 
mining had he been asked. Then the Re- 
publicans plunged into a stormy caucus, 
where those few who suggested winning one 
for the Gipper were, in the words of one 
participant, “spitting into the Sahara.” 
How many were simply fuming over the 
slight to Senate sovereignty—members of 
. the House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence had been notified of the min- 
ing—and how many were genuinely horri- 
fied by the consequences of what is gener- 


: Mary McGrory | 


HOMER 


ally thought to be an act of war, we do not ° 


know. Sen. Barry Goldwater -(R-Ariz.), 
chairman of the Senate intelligence com- 
mittee, wrote a scorching letter to Casey 


complaining of being left in the dark, but 


voted for the mines, a singular expression — 


of loyalty to the company in time of trou- 


le bat 34oe 
Tuesday's reversal enables the senators 
go home and show themselves at Easter as 


people of peace, who, as soon as they were 


informed about it; righted a wrong. Per- 
haps nane of their constituents will be rude 


enough to ask why they didn’t figure out _ 


sooner what was going on. 


The mine damage to a Soviet freighter in ° 


the port of Sandino was reported in The 
Washington Post on March 21, On the 
Senate floor, in a futile attempt to cut off 
funds for terrorist activities, Sen. Christo- 
pher J. Dodd (D-Conn.) told of a Panam- 
-anian freighter and two Honduran fishing 
boats that had been hit. Nobody argued 


‘with him—the Republicans let it go by in’ 
the interest of expeditious delivery to their ° 


leader of every gun and dollar he asked. 
The “contras” claimed responsibility. 
They obviously do not have high-tech ca- 
pabilities, and it takes more than a corre- 
spondence course to Jearn to rig mines. But 
the senators’ need not to know kept them 
silent. If they wondered at all, they may 
have written private letters to the presi- 


_ It was too late. British and French ob- 
jections to the mines also merely caused 
red faces. Only when reports about more to 


come and contingency plans for post-elec- 
tion troop deployment came out over the 
weekend were Senate consciences touched. 


Kennedy had to give up his demand that - 


the United States submit to World Court 
Jurisdiction on the issue. The Nicaraguans 


have brought the case to the court, charg- | 


ing it is a violation of international law, 
And the Reagan administration has an- 
nounced that it will not play—even though 
the president made a lovely pronounce- 
ment about the the rule of law on Law 
Day, which was Monday. 


Kennedy will be back to the question. . 
He is a one-man guerrilla squad, harassing 
his colleagues, making them squirm. and 


blush while they vote for violence in Cen- 
tral America. He says he intends to bring 


back every single amendment that went . 
down so hard while the Senate was closing . 
its eyes and saying aye to whatever Reagan . 


wanted. 


His most valuable ally in the fight is - 
probably Reagan. In his speech to Gearge- 


town Friday, Reagan blasted Congress for 


_ frustrating his foreign policy. Since he had 


bipartisan support on Lebanon and Central 
America, nobody knew what in the world 
he was talking about. i 
But he cleared senators’ minds. They 
now know that, no matter what, he will 


_ blame them if things go wrong—so they 


dent, which, he said in a truly astounding ~ 


foreign policy speech last week, is the way 
to take issue with the commander-in-chief. 


The morning after the Senate had voted. 


overwhelmingly to continue the secret war, 


_ The Wall Street Journal reported the de- 


tails of ' supervision an involvement. 


| 


might as well do the decent thing. 
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a strikeout 
for Casey 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES : 

Many senators no upport Wil- 
ham Casev.as CIA direcior after his 
“pathetic” Senate briefing on the Nica- 
Yaguan harbor mining, Sen. Robert 


Byrd of West Virginia, the Democratic 


minority leader, said vesterday. 

He said that Mr Casey would have 
Problems winning a confidence vote | 
after his closed briefing Tuesday for 
‘senators on the administration’s 
involvement in funding and providing 
advisors for anti-Sandinista guerillas. 


“T think it was pathetic,” Mr. Byrd 
Said. Mr. Casey appeared on the Hill as 
part of an administration effort to head 
off a vote against the mining operation. 
The vote that evening, 84-12, went 
against the administration. ; 

But Sen. Howard Baker of Tennessee, _ 
the Republican majority leader,’ dis- ‘ 
agreed. “] have no such complaint about | 
the Casey briefing . . He was 
remarkably candid for a director of cen- 
tral intelligence,” he said. 

Is Mr. Baker satisfied with Mr. Casey? 
“I think so,” he replied. 


Mr. Byrd said that it was clear from 


the Casey briefing that “people on both © 
sides of the aisle were not informed,” 
and that this reflected a pattern by the 
CIA under Mr Casey 
forthcoming with Congress. 


T4PSSTO8 | ARES 91-00901R000 
April 1984 : 


of not being : 


™ 


“ ” Mr. Byrd said that Président Reagan, 


by approving “thé mining operations, 
“apparently ... 


Mr. Casey was confirmed in his post 
by a 93-0 vote, but yesterday Mr. Byrd 


condoned an activity, 
; that violates international law” _-.. ;-- 


00040001-2 


Said he was introducing legislation i 
requiring that all the administration’s - 


high-level appointees, including Mr. 
Casey, und ergo a second confirmation jf 


Mr. Reagan is re-elected and carries | 


them into his second term. 
Sen. Baker said he has not decided 
whether to support Mr. Byrd's bill. 
House Speaker Thomas P O’Neill Jr,, 


D-Mass., said he thought Mr. Casey was | 
performing his job “very, very poorly” 
and was “taking liberties that no other | 


leader of the CIA has taken.” The min- | 


ing, Mr. O’Neil! added, amounted to“ter- 
rorism at its worst.” 
House Majority Leader Jim Wright, 


D-Texas. said he felt “betrayed” by the : 


mining disclosures. 


-— Thomas D. Brandt 
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' By NILES LATHEM : 

Bureau Chief ~ 
WASHINGTON — The 
Reagan a ministration 


believes” Democrats on 
the House Intelligence 


“the government of Nic- 
aragua by _Teaking 


Senior administration 
officials told ‘The Post 
last night that they be- 
lieve committee mem- 
bers leaked secret de- 
tails of a briefing CI& 
Director William Casey 
gave them about. the 
mine-laying operation 
in Nicaraguan harbors. 

They believe the moti- 
vation behind the leaks 
was to score political 
points against .Presi- 
dent Reagan during an 


election year. - '- 


White House officials - 


announced vesterday 
that the mining.stopped 


7 Harbor : 
mining. 


secrets | 


leaked 


earlier this week after! 


the administration 


came under heavy fire | . 


from Congress and U.S. 
- allies. . j 


Officials are hoping | 


that, by stopping the 
mining, 
convince the House to 
“approve a bill which 
would give $21 million 
of emergency aid ‘to 


CiA-backed guerrillas oof 


for other activities, 
‘A senior White House 


official said yesterday: 


that a CLA ship, regis- 
tered in Panama,which 
is orchestrating the 


“mining, left Nicaraguan i 


waters two days ago. 


Reagan “can < .- 


. Com mando 


But the ship left after | 


ClA-employed -: 
from Ar- 
gentina and Chile made 
another run in the Nica- 
raguan harbors to plant 
a series of acoustic 
mines, . : 
"I wouldn't run oa 
speedboat by there,” the 


elite, 


-* Official said, implying 


there are. sti}! some 
“mines in the water. . 


The Post reported in ~ 


Monday's edition that 


- _ the Administration was 
' forced to back down 


after members of Con- 
gress became enraged 
that the mining opera- 
tion was going on with. 
out formal notificatio 

fromthe CIA - - 

- But, while the Admin- 


istration has backed . 


down, it remains furi- 


‘ous with members of . 


Congress who may 


-have jeopardized: ‘the’ 
key. element ‘in its ef. ‘ 


forts to stop the spread 
of revolution in Central 


America. 


White House officials \ 


noted yesterday that 
the existence: of the 
mining. operation was 


reported in the press as 


early as January. 
But members of ‘Con- 


gress did not make an - 3 c 
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Intelligence 


1975 


weekend. : 
It is no coincidence, - 
say officials, that the 
criticism came after 
Casey briefed members 
of the House Intelli- 


gence Committee two _ 


weeks ago, . 


White House officials : as 
. believe that someone on 


that committee Jeaked 


“ secret details of the 


‘Operation to, thé .press 
for political gain. 
“There. may have 
been some laws violat- 
ed.” said an official, . 


_ adding that the ¥FBI- 


may bé called to inves. 
tigate the matter. ; 
The House and Senate 
Commit- 
tees were formed in 
to. oversee the 
operations of the U.S, 
intelligence agencies, 
The ClA. and other 
“agencies were required 


“to disclose a)] details of 


their operations to the 
committees, . but “com. 
mittee members _ and 
staffers are sworn to se- 
crecy about what is dis- 
cussed, 

The Senate on .Tues-_ 
day night voted 84-12 to 
condemn - the mining 
operation a move 
which is non-binding. 

The administration is 
expected to Iaunch a 
lobbyin 


it until - last ze 


‘the funding, 
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get passage for the $21 | 
million aid package for 
the rebels. 

The Senate approved 
the aid before the min- 
ing furor erupted last 
week, but House . 
Speaker Tip O'Neil] has 
predicted that it will 
not pass the House. - 


O'Neill __ yesterday 
called 


the __ mining 
Operation “terrorism at 
its worst,” 


And—-he added that 
Casey has done ery, 
ver orly as head of 
the CIA. mee 


“He has taken liber- 


. Hes that'no other mem. 


ber_of the CIA has ever 
sone ___before," ‘the 
Speaker said. 
Administration . offj- 
cials said that if Con- 
gress fails to approve 
the 
may be forced to halt 
the entire anti-Sandin- 
ista operation as early 
&S next week. «© - . 
But other intelligence 
experts noted that the 
anti-Sandinista rebels, 
who have been operating 
out of bases in Honduras 
for two years, still may 
continue their campaign 


-with aid from Latin Am- 


nerican countries Hike Ar- 
gentina. ; : 
Israe} ts also known to 
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as 


on Pkce_zpe 
HOUSE COMMITTEE, 
ECHOING SENATE, 


OPPOSES MINING 


REAGAN IS FACING REVOLT 


‘But Officials Assert Operation 
| Ended Last Weekend and 
Is Unlikely to Resume 


By BERNARD GWERTZMAN 
Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 11 — The 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
today approved a resolution opposing 
the use of Government funds for the 
mining of Nicaraguan harbors as an 
jimpasse appeared to be developing be- 
itween Congress and the Administra- 
tion over continuation of covert activity 
in Nicaragua. Z 
' The resolution approved by the com- 
mittee, in a vote of 32 to 3 with 2 absten- 
tions, was identical to one passed by 
the Senate on Tuesday. 

. At the same time, Administration of- 
ificials, suddenly faced with a revolt 
leven by Republicans over their Central 
American policy, said that the latest 


phase of the mining of Nicaraguan har- - 


bors ceased last weekend. This was be- 
fore the outcry in Congress against the 
mining had raised questions about the 
ability of the Administration to obtain 
financing for its key Central American 
programs. There was no explanation 
why this was not made known earlier 


Financing Is in Trouble : 


| The officials, who privately acknowl 
edged the Toining was directed by the 
Central Intelligence Agency, still re 
fused publicly to confirm that the 
agency was involyed. 
Kenneth W. Dam, Deputy Secretary 
of State, suggested that the United 
States would be justified in assisting 


the mining of Nicaraguan harbors as : 


an act of collective self-defense, But in 

testifying before the House Foreign Af- 
; fairs Committee, he too declined to ac- 
‘knowledge that the United States was 
Jinvolvedinthe mining, 


12 April 198% 


| In Honduras, the largest anti-Sandin- | - 


vista insurgent group decided at a meet- 
{ing to continue the mining, a top offi- 
cial of the group said. But he denied 
ithat. Americans were ‘invo)ved in it. 


The Senate” voted: overwhelmingly 
last week td.approve $2] million to con- 
tinue the covert program in Nicaragua 
and $62 million for emergency military 
aid to E} Salvador. But with Congress 
due to begin a 10-day Easter holiday by 
the end of the week, the House is un- 


likely to vote on either measure, rais- | ing as well 


- Reagan Move Is Hinted 


€rious questions about their pas- 
sabe. ae : 
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The full House was expected to ap. 


Prove the resolution passed by the For. | formall 


jeign Affairs Committee either later 
today or on Thursday. The resolution is 
not binding on the President, but an ex. 
pression of\the sentiment of the Con 
A State Department spokesman, 
John Hughes, hinted Strongly that if 
Congress recesses without approving 
; the money ‘for E] Salvador, President 


| Reagan might . invoke emergency” 


| powers to provide the military aid for. 
El Salvador on an interim basis. Such 
action; however, would be resented by 
‘many members of Congress and could 
dead to further confrontation with the 
Administration, : 
+ There is no legal authority for the 
‘Central Intelligence Agency to use 
Jother funds if the £21 million for covert 
aid is not approved by Congress, C.1-A. 
Officials said . They said when the 
money for the insurgents in Nicaragua 
runs out +~- and it could within a matter 
.of weeks — the operation there would 
| have to cease. House Speaker Thomas 
’ P. O’Neill Jr. vowed today that no new 
_ funds would be authorized. . 
; The officials who divulged that the 
‘mining of Nicaraguan waters had 
ended declined to say whether it would 
be resumed. A senior’ State Depart- 
ment official said that given the ad- 
verse publicity overseas and the strong 
Congressional opposition, it was 
very ieee would be hare 
. tional mini inan or support: 
the United States, ania kia 
‘+ They said the ship that cagried the 
mines and the Americans involved in 
directing the mining had left Nicara- 
aor eects waters. faaneutica 
ut Senate sources said they had not 
been informe 
Director of Centra it 
the mining had actually stopped. He 
met_privately with senators on Tues: 
Gay and repea 
-the status 0 
today. 


fthe mining, senators said 
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_ The Administration seemed stunned 
by the vehemence of the sentiment on 
Capitol Hill epainst the mining. Many 
senators, including those on the Intelli- 
gence Committee, which is supposed to 
be kept informed of 


asserted they knew nothing about the 


and * 


en informed about the 
as. 


The officials said President Reagan 
approved the ini last 
December. C.I.A. officials said th 


: fad transcripts of testimony before the 
intelligence committees te document 
t they were informed. ; 


Qne_Stat ent Official said 
be had beard that some officials were 
considering seeking private financing 
for the Nicaraguan an rebels o s 
does not act, but a senior State Depart- 
ment Official said that was “‘off-the- 
wall thinking’ and was “out of the 
question.” 

Senator Barry Goldwater, chairman 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee, | 
Said in a letter Monday to Mr. Casey 
that Mr. taper had given his consent 
to the mining last February, but offi- 
cials said this was incorrect” The letter , 
was made public by Senate sources on | 


. Tuesday. 


iiliam J. Casey, the - 

Intelligence, that ° 
i Stép. 
tedly refused to tell them « : 


zones,’’ 


‘The Officials noted that the Nicara- 
guan Democratic Force, the leading 
Nicaraguan-rebe] group, publicly an- 
nounced on Jan. 8 that it had mined’ 
Nicaraguan ports and was declaring all: 
Nicaraguan ports to be “danger 


Reservations by Shultz 


**The money Congress approved has 
used to help the contras in many 
ways, and the mining is only one aspect 
of it,” a State Department official said, 
using the name by which the Nicara- 
guan revels are commonly known. 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz 


: " yWas Said by his aides today to have had 
‘very, 


some reservations about the mining ba. 
cause of possible international criti- 
cism, but not about the overall harass. 
ment campaign against the Nicara- 
guan Government. They said that he 
did not register formal objections to 
the White House at the time. . : 
One aide said Mr. Shultz felt that the 


C.LA. had primary respousiollity for 


e rebel activity and that the mining 
Was hot regarded as @ particularly big 


Continued 
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Text of Goldwater’s Letter to Head of C.LA. 


Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 10 — Follow- 
ing ts the text of a letter sent Monday 
to William J. Casey, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, by Senator Barry 
Geidwaier, Republican of Arizona, in 
his capacity as chairman of the Sen- 
ate Select Committee on Intelligence: 


_ Dear Bill: 

All this past weekend, I’ve been 
trying to figure out how I can most 
easily tell you my feelings about the 
discovery of the President having ap- 
proved mining some of the harbors of 
Central America. 

It gets down to one, little, simple 
phrase: ] am [expletive deleted]! 

I understand you had briefed the 
House on this matter. I've heard that, 
Now, during the important debate we 
‘had all last week and the week before, 
on whether we would increase funds 


for the Nicaragua program, we were 
doing all right until a member of the 
committee charged that the Presi- 
dent had approved the mining. I 
strongly denied that because I had 
never heard of it. I found out the next 
day that the C.I.A. had, with the writ- 
ten approval of the President, en- 


gaged in such mining, and the ap-- 


proval came in February! 


Bill, this is no way to run a railroad 
and I find myself in a hell of a quan- 
dary. I am forced to apologize to the 


“members of the intelligence commit- 
. tee because I did not know the facts 


on‘this..At the same time, my coun- 
terpart in the House did know. 

The President has asked us to back 
his foreign policy. Bill, how can we 
back his foreign policy when we don't 
know what the hell he is doing? Leba- 
non, yes, we all knew that he sent 
troops over there. But mine the har- 


bors in Nicaragua? This is an act vio- 
lating international law. It is an act of 
war. For the life of me, I don’t see 
how we are going to explain it. 

My simple guess is that the House 
is going to defeat this supplemental 
and we will not be in any position to 
put up much of an argument after we 
were not given the information we 
were entitled to receive; particular- 
ly, if my memory serves me correct- 
ly, when you briefed us on Central 
America just a couple of weeks ago. . 


, And the order was signed before that: 


I don’t like this. I don’t like it one bit 
from the President or from you. I 
don’t think we need a lot of lengthy 
explanations, The deed has been done 
and, in the future, if anything like this 
happens, I’m going to rase one hell of 
a lot of fuss about it in public. 

Sincerely, . 
BARRY GOLDWATER 
Chairman 
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Senate Condemns } 


Administration Tries 
"To Defend Its Position 


By Joanne Omang 
and Don Qberdorfer 
Washington Post Staff Writers 
The Senate voted overwhelmingly 
yesterday to condemn U.S. partic- 
ipation in the mining of Nicaraguan 
- harbors, rejecting a last-minute ef- 


N icaraguan Ports 


fort by the Reagan administration to: 


defend its position and its program 
' of aid to rebels ‘against the leftist 
government of Nicaragua. 
~ The 84 to 12 vote, on a non-bind- 
ing “sense-of-the-Congress” resolu- 
tion that can have no direct effect on 
the program, wes the first time -the 
Republican-controlled Senate “has 
gone on record in opposition to any 
aspect of President Reagan’s policy 
in Central America. 
“If it is not binding, I can live 
with it,” Reagan said last night at a 
state dinner for President Salvador. 
Jorge Bianco of the Dominican Re- 
public. “I think there is a great hys- 
teria raised about this whole thing, 
We are not going to war.” ’. 


a 


Earlier, a large number of sena- ; 


tors from both parties gave a hostile 
reception to Sania officials 
who came to Capitol Hill to explain 
the policy. And Sen. Barry Goldwa- 
ter (R-Ariz.) sent a strongly worded 


letter of complaint about the mining 
to CIA Director William J. Casev. 


Goldwater, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Intelligence Committee and a 
stalwart administration backer, said 
in the letter that the mining, which 
has reportedly damaged eight ships 
from five nations, is “an act of war 
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Republicans who voted against the administra- 
tion included Majority Leader Howard H. Baker 
dr. of Tennessee, Minority Whip Ted Stevens of 
Alaska and Sen. Paul Laxalt of Nevada, a firm 
friend of Reagan's. — 

Sen. Edward 'M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), who spon- 
sored the resolution as an amendment to the ad- 
ministration’s tax bill, said afterward that the vote 
showed “the deep concern all Americans feel | 


about the escalation in Central America and Nic- « 
aragua, and the real possibility of American boys 


dying in the jungles of Central America.” 
though this is the first expression of such senti- | 
ment by the Senate, he said, “There will be more.” 

Kennedy sponsored a series of unsuccessful ef-' 
forts last week to eliminate the administration's; 
Tequest for $21 million to aid the rebels opposing 
the Nicaragua government and to cut its emergen- 
cy request for $62 million in military help for the 
government of El Salvador. | 

. The appropriations measure carrying both pro- 
visions passed the Senate virtually unscathed, but 


House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D- . 


Mass.) said yesterday that it will not pass the 
House before its Easter recess begins Friday. 
Administration sources, who have insisted the 
aid is needed right away in El} Salvador to keep 
that country's army from running out of supplies, 
said a decision would be made today on whether 
to use emergency funding authority to provide the 


money or to ask the House and Senate appropri- 


'..,.T don’t see how we are going to 
explain it.” A copy of the letter was . 


obtained by The Washington Post. 
The Senate vote put that body on 
record against the use of U.S. funds 


to “plan, direct, execute or support . 


the mining of the territorial waters 
of Nicaragua.” Sen. Russell B. Long 
(D-La.) was the only Democrat 
among the 12 dissenters. “Vs 


ations subcommittees to provide it by reprogram- 
ming money allocated to other nations. “We can’t 
wait any longer,” one source said. 

The administration tried throughout the day to 
respond to a frenetic week of news and leaked 


reports about U.S. actions and plans in Central 
America, and to concerns from members of Con- 
gress that they had not been kept informed. 


The White House issued an unusual three-page 
_ statement from pecretary ol_state George RP. 
Shultz, Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger, 


CIA Director William J. Casey and the president’s 


assistant for national security affairs, Robert_C. 
McFarlane. 


“We state emphatically that we have not con- 


sidered, nor have we developed plans to use U.S. like it one bit from the president. or from you.” He 
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ama Canal or military contingency plans for di- 
saster relief, humanitarian assistance or emergen- 
cy evacuations,” the statement acknowledged that. 


i “For over a generation, as prudence would dictate, 


-|we have maintained and updated plans for these , 


contingencies. We have not, however, planned to; 
use our forces to invade any country in the re | 
on.” = . 
The New York Times reported Sunday ‘that 
contingency plans are being drawn for the pos- 
ible use of U.S. combat troops in Central Amer- 


"| ica” if leftist forces cannot be defeated by current 


strategy. In another article yesterday The Times 
said the new contingency plans are political ones 
and that military plans have not yet been fully 
drawn up. The word “invasion” was not used. 

The White House statement also denied plans 
for “a post-election military enterprise in Central 
America,” apparently referring to a Washington’ 
Post article yesterday that reported that a senior, 
administration official had said Reagan “is deter- 
roined to go all out to gain the upper hand” over 


leftists in Central America after the November 
election, assuming that Reagan is returned to of- 
fice. The mining is viewed as “a holding action” 
until that time, the story said. - 

. The statement also insisted that “all U.S. ac- 
tivities in the Central American region have been 
fully briefed: in detail-to the committees of the 
Congress which exercise jurisdiction in full com-' 
pliance with the law.” 


Goldwater’s letter to Casey disputed that. “It 
gets down to one, little, simple phrase: I am pissed 


off” he wrote. “Bill, this is no way to run a rail- 
road. ... The president has asked us to back his 
foreign policy. Bill, ‘how can we back his foreien 
policy when we don’t know what the hell he is 
doing?” a ; 
Goldwater's letter predicted that the House will ; 
defeat the measure containing funds for the Ni- | 
caraguan rebels, known as “contras,” “and we will 
not be in any position to put up much of an ar- | 
gument after we were not given the information | . 
we were entitled to receive .....when you briefed | 
us on Central America just a couple of weeks ago.” | 
Goldwater continued, “I don’t like this, I don't | 


military forces to invade Nicaragua or any other promised that “in the future, if anything like this 
Central American country,” the statement said. . happens, I'm going to raise one hell of a lot of fuss 
Citing “longstanding obligations under the Rio about it in public.” 


Treaty, our treaty obligations to defend the Pan- 
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By Jeremieéh O'Leary 
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The Reagan administration 
emphatically denied yesterday charges _ 
that Congress has not been kept 
informed of covert activities in Central 
America and that the United States has 
plans to deploy U.S. combat troops in the 
region after the November elections. 

White House press spokesman Larry 
Spéakes meade publica Tecaited SEries Of 
denials of these accusations in the 
names oi Secretary of State George P. 


Shultz, Secretarv of Defense Caspar W. 
Weinberger, CIA Director William 


Casey end national security advisor 
Robert C. McFarlane. : 

The statement, issued aftera meeting 
between the president and Mr. Wein- 
berger, stated: 

“In recent days a shrill and often con- 
fusing debate has developed over our 
goals, plans and. activities in Central 
America. Because this debate, much of 
it uninformed and unattributed, is 
obscuring the real situation, we believe 
it in the pubiic interest to set the record 
straight on our objectives, our policy, 
and our actions on the record.” 


Nowhere in the three-page statement 
was there anv mention of allegations 
that the CIA is behind the mining of 
Nicaraguan waters. But the statement 


dealt with four subjects that have cre- 
ated turmoil in Congress and imperiled 
passage of the emergency appropri- 
ations of $61 million for El Salvador and 
$21 million for the anti-Sandinista 
forces covertly supported by the United 
States in their battle against the Marxist 
regime in Managua. 

“First, allegations have been made 
that we are planning for U.S. combat 
troops to conduct an invasion in Central 
America,” the statement said. “We state 
emphatically that we have not consid- 
ered, nor have we developed, plans to 
use U.S. military forces to invade Nica- 
ragua or any Central American coun- 
try.” 

This point was made by Secretary 
Weinberger in his Sunday television 
appearance. but the declaration said: 
“Some have chosen to disbelieve him, 
consciously or unconsciously confusing 
what they call ‘invasion’ plans with our 
long-standing obligations under the Rio 
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“For over a generation, as prudence 
would dictate, we have maintained and 
updated plans for these contingencies. 
We have not, however, planned to use our 
forces to invade any country in the 
region.” 

Countering the charge that the 
United States is planning to conduct a 


post-election military exercise in Cen- 


tral America, the statement said: “This 
guite simply is not the case. We are not 
planning for such action now, nor are we 
planning for it after the election.” 


On allegations by some critics of the 
administration that certain CIA activi- 
nes have not been adequately presented 
Lac UnenEEEREEEEne Enalremmntemenneme 


to appropriate Committees o 
the statement said: “Al) U.S. activities 


in the Central America 


been fully briefed in detail to the com- 


mittees of Congress which exercise 


jepiction, in full compliance with the - 
aw.” 


The White House declaration said 


, President Reagan sent Senate Majority 


Leader Howard Baker a letter last week 
assuring him that U.S. objectives and 
goals in the region have not changed. 
That letter said: “The United States 
does not seek to destabilize or over- 
throw the government of Nicaragua.” 

The fourth point made in: the 
Statement was that the current debate 
has tended to confuse improvements the 
U.S. has helped to make in El Salvador 
with what is really going on in Nicara- 
gua. 

Mr. Reagan’s principal foreign policy 
advisors stated: “Our policy toward 
Nicaragua has been consistent, in that 
we have supported the multilateral dia- 
logue in what is known as the Contadora 
process. We have endorsed the 21 Con- 
tadora objectives which would require 
that Nicaragua terminate the export of 


——_. 
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Subversion, reduce the size of its mili- 
tary apparatus, implement its demo- 
cratic commitments to the OAS, and 
remove Soviet bloc and Cuban military 
personnel.” - 
The administration officials charged 
that Nicaragua’s response to the “pro- 
cess” have been “fraudulent and cyni- 
cal.” The statement accused the 
Managua government of making propa- 
ganda at the United Nations and 
attempting to sidetrack negotiations to 


‘ the International Court of Justice. 


“A government fanatically dedicated 

to intervention beyond its borders thus 
seeks to use an honorable internationa!} 
institution to protect it from its own Citi« 
zens who are rising against it,” the 
Statement said. “This administration 
will not be deceived, nor will it play that 
game.” 
__ The administration charged that 
Nicaragua continues to be the source of 
regional subversion and insurgency. 
But in E] Salvador, the statement said, 
there has been “an inspiring display of 
courage and commitment to the demo- 
cratic process that deserves our admi- 
ration and full support. 

“It is critical that the American 
people understand what is at stake in the 
Central American region,” the 
Statement said. It is a region that 
inchides the Panama Canal and millions 
of people who crave democracy and 
wish to be free. 
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SENATORS OPPOSE 
~ PUNDS FOR MINING 


REBUKE TO REAGAN 
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42 Republicans Support 
Nonbinding Measure 
Urged by Kennedy 


By MARTIN TOLCHIN 
_ Special to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, April 10 — The Sen- 
; ate, in an angry rebuke to President 
: Reagan, voted overwhelmingly tonight 
' in favor of 4 sense of the Senate resolu. 
tion thst opposed the use of Federal 
funds to mine Nicaraguan waters. 
The resolution, which is not binding, 
| was adopted by 84 votes to 12, with Sen- 
‘ate Republican leader Howard E 
| Baker Jr. and 41 other Republicans vot- 
| ing against the Administration. Sena- 
[tor Russell B. Long, Democrat of 
- Louisiana, was joined by 11 Repubii- 
. cans in opposing the resolution. which 
Was sponsored by Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts. 
€ Senate action 
| from Administration officials and 
:Mhembers of Congress that Americans 
“working for the Central Intelligence | 
Agency aboard a ship off Nicara; 
were supervising the mining of Nicara- 
gan waters in recent months, ; 
"Reagan's Secret War’ . 


i 
i 
1 


The resolution reads in full: “It is the - 


‘sense of Congress that no funds hereto- 
_fore or hereafter appropriated in any 
act of Congress shall be obligated or ex- 
- pended for the purpose of planning, ex- 
. ecuting or supporting the mining of the 
| Ports or territorial waters of Nicara- 
“The Senate took a first step to halt 
| Président Reagaw’s secret War in Nica- ” 
ragua,”’ Senator Kennedy, a leading 
critic of the President’s policies in Cen- 
tral America, said after the-vote. “To- 
night, in a truly bipartisan vote, 84 
members of the Senate said ‘enough is 


enough." ? 


approved mining some of the harbors ' 

AMEASAANO Be SQdoRn ‘to 
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_ ©. According to senators who attended 
“a briefing with Mr. Casey this atter- 


contended that it had both the authority 
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The vote came after two bitter con- ! 
| frontations between William J. Casey, © 
| Director of Central Intelligence, wand 
| sreups “of senators who expressed 
anger and indignation over both the 
agency's policy and its failure to in- . 
form appropriate Senate committees 
of its action. The meetings were held in 


. Goldwater Is Scathing | 


As a measure of the Senate’s indigna- 
tion, Senator Barry M. Goldwater, Re- | 
Dublican of Arizona and chairman of ' 
the Intelligence Committee, a strong | 
supporter of the C.1.A., sent a scathing 
letter_to the intelligence chief Saying 


that he felt personally betrayed by the | 


; agency's failure to inform his commit- 
'| tee of the action. : | 
; “TY don’t like this,” Mr. Goldwater. ! 
‘wrote. ‘I don’t like it one bit from the : 
President or from you. 1 don’t think we 
need a jot of lengthy explanations. The 1 
deed has been done and, in the future, if E i 
anything like this happens, I’m going to r. “There was a lot of hostility toward 
raise one hell of a Jot of fuss about it in - Casey,” Said a Democratic Senator 
public.’’ ;who attended a hastily called three 
Although Administration officials in- thour session.at which the intelligence 
isisted that both the House and Senate chief sought to assuage the senators. 
jintelligence committees had been in {*The anger was not so much that no- 
formed of the mining, there was con- i body up here knew about it, but it was 
siderable confusion over precisely who ‘indignation over the policy of mining 
shad been told. Mr. Casey said that he | another country’s harbor and bemuse- 
chad alluded to the mining at briefings | ment that the whole thing could be so 
Ybefore the Senate and House intellj- | amateuriship.” ; 
-gen jttees. poe 
: : « Myr. Casey insisted that although the 
. in_his letter to Mr. Casey, Senator his etter to Mr. Casey, Senator ; agency's Tole was widely known, it was 
‘Goldwater insisted that the Senate In- s 


: : noel ties tion” and would contin- 
telligence Committee had not been in. | 4 Covert opera 

cractaboine ne ie mining, although he | ¥& 8¢cording to those who attended 
“said the House Intelligence Committee | 20€ Of the sessions. He said that he hac said that he had 
Shad beeninformed’ ‘twice alluded to the mining in testj- 


The New York Times /Paul Hosetros 
William J. Casey, head of C.LA., 
eaving the Capitol after briefing. _ 


.te€, and said that the committee's staff 
‘had been briefed On the action. _Mr. 

‘ Casey added that it was up to the sena- 
, tors _to ask the questions that would 
produce the information. 


“That didn't go down very well,” 
id a senator who was at one of the 


‘noon, Senator Goldwater conceded that 


“Mr. Casey mav have informed him of 
‘the mining but in such an offhand wa 


sai 


i 


session and predicted that the the intel- 
ligence chief would not again ignore the 


a EE Buning in test 
‘ mony before the Intelligence Commit- 


{ 


! A ‘Covert Operation’ Statutory requirement to 1 to inform appro- 
I priate Congressional committees af the 
|. The senators told Mr, Casey that the | agency's activities. aS ae 
; President had abused his authority and | Senator Goldwater, who had _de- | 
j ntruded on the warmaking powers of | sended the C.LA. in Jast week’s de- 
t Congress, while the Administration | bates, was angriest in his denunciation. 


; Uve been trying to figure our bow | can 
| Most easily tell you my feelings about 
the discovery of the President having 


* and mora) duty to mine the Nicaraguan 
+ waters. i ; 
ae 


! 
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Goldwater Writes CIA Director 
S corching Letter 


The text of a letter, dated April 9 and made 
available yesterday, from Sen. Barry Goldwa-:. 
ter {R- Ariz), chairman of the Senate Intelli- . 
gence Committee, to CIA Director William d:* 
Casey: 

Dear Bill: ta ee tT 

“AID this ~ past: aa Pye been trying ‘6 
“figure out how I can most easily tell you my ; 
feeliiigs .about- the discovery of the president . 
having approved mining some of the harbors of 
Central America. . ~ & 

It gets down to one, little, ample phrase: IT ‘ 
am. pissed off! 

I understand that you had briefed the House: . 
on this matter. I've heard that. Now, during the 
important debate we had last week and the 
week before, on whether ‘we would increase 


funds. Aor, the Nicaragua: program, we were . 


doing all right until a member of the committee 
charged that the president had approved the 
mining.’I strongly denied that because I had 
never heard of it..I found out the next day that 
the CIA had, with the written-approval of the 
president, engaged in such mining, and the ap- 
proval came in February! ~ 

Bill, this is no way to run a railroad, and I 
find myself in.a hell of a quandary. I am forced 
.to apologize to the members of the Intelligence 
Committee because I'did not know the facts on 
this. At the same time, my counterpart in the 
House did know. 

The president has asked. us to back his for- 
eign policy. Bill, how can.we back his foreign 
policy when we don't know what the hell he is 
doing? Lebanon, yes, we all knew that he sent 
troops over there. But mine the harbors in Nic- 
aragua? This is an act violating international 


law. It is an act of war. For the life of me, I 


‘don’t see how we are going to explain it. . 


My simple guess is that the House is going to 
defeat this supplemental and we will not be in 
any position to put up much of an argument 
after we were not given the information we 
were entitled to receive; particularly, if my 
memory serves me correctly, when you briefed 
us on Central America just a couple of weeks 


ago. And the order was signed before that. 


I don’t like this. I don’t like it one bit from 


' the president or from*.you. I don’t think we 


need a lot of lengthy explanations. The deed 
has been done and, in the future, if anything 


_ like this happens, I’m going to raise one hell of 
a lot of fuss about it in public. 


Sincerely, 
) 4 Barry Goldwater 
Chairman 
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The Senate voted overwhelmingly yes- 
terday against approving any further fund- 
ing for the mining of Nicaraguan harbors. 

In a non-binding resolution, the 
Republican-controlled Senate voted 84-12 
against additional funding. 

“Traditionally, mining someone’s harbor 
has been an act of war,” said Sen. James 
Sasser, D-Tenn., after a cl door 

briefing on the operation by CIA director 
_ William Casey where Mr. Sasser said 
“there was a lot of hostility” 

While it was a non-binding resolution, a 
top GOP official who took part in the full 

dey of Senate-White_House negotiations 


leading to the vote said it was fair to cate- 
gorize it as a repudiation of administration 
policy. 
In the Democrat-controlled House, 
other parts of the administration’s Central 
America policy hit a stone wall, even while 


the White House called for an end to the. 


“shrill and often confusing debate” about 

policy in the region. : 
Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, D-Mass., said 

the House would give Mr. Reagan no more 


than half of the $61.7 million in military aid 
..he requested for El Salvador. This follows 


word on Monday from House leaders that 
$21 million for guerrillas trying to ‘over- 
throw the leftist government of Nicaragua 
was also dead in the House. aa 
Mr. O'Neill said it will be virtually impos- 
sible to bring up the Central American aid 
package until after. Congress’ Easter 
recess, unJess the Senate or the administra- 
‘tion strips it from a conference report swol- 
len with more than a billion dollars worth 
of unrelated programs. as 


The Senate vote came on a resolution 


offered by Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
but it was supported by some prominent 
conservatives and usual allies of Mr. Rea- 


gan. 2. 
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R-Nev., Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., 
and Sen. William Armstrong, R-Col. 
Both Virginia’s Republican sen- 
ators, John- Warner and Pau] Trible, 
supported the measure, as did Pau] 
Sarbannes, D-Md. Sen. Charles 
Mathias, R-Md., did not vote. 


A vote on a second Kennedy 


motion to require President Rea- - 


gan to rescind his decision to with- 
draw the U.S. from the jurisdiction 
of the International Court of Jus- 
tice was postponed by agreement of 
Mr. Kennedy and the Senate Repub- 
lican leadership. 
The White -House told Senate 
Republicans to strike a deal with 
‘the Democrats, if possible, allow- 
ing a vote on the first proposal] on 
the harbor mining, but postponing 
the second on the World Court until 
after the Easter recess, according 
to a GOP source. 
“They were ready to get ridof the 


issue,” the official said of what was 


described as a damage-control 
operation. . 

“The first part was the most 
timely and, with implementation, 
will save lives,” said Sen. Kennedy 


in explanation of why he agreed to° 


the postponement. 

He added that if the covert oper- 
ations to aid those mining the 
Nicaragaun harbors is not stopped, 
he will bring a substantive motion 
to the floor to force a stop. 

Sen. Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., 
said that the United States, by its 
own agreement, signed by then- 
President Harry Truman, cannot 
withdraw from the international 
court without a six-month prior 
notice, . 


He said that the U.S. made a | 
“squalid decision” to try to avoid | 


‘the court's jurisdiction, 

Several senators yesterday were 
critical of the administration for 
failing to notify Congress about the 
mining operetion. 


| _ They included Sen. Paul Laxalt, 


0400040001-2 


“It is indefensible on the part of 
the administration to ask us to back 
its foreign policy when we don’t 


. €ven know whatis going on because 
_ we were not briefed pursuant to the: 


legal requirements,” said Sen. 
Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. and 
chairman of the Intelligence Com- 
mittee, | 
Mr. Goldwater - rebuked CIA ' 
jrec Casev for failing to ‘te 
him in advance of thea encv’s role 


in mining Nicaraguan ports, . 
advising if anything Similar to it | 
happens again “Tm Bong to raise | 
one hell of alot o USS about It in 
public” ee 


“I don’t like this” he told Mr. 
Casey, “I don’t like it one bi 


the president or from vou. ] don’t | 


think we need a lot of len thy expla- 
nations. The deed has been d e 
and, in the future, if anythi i 
this happens. I'm going to raj 
hell of a lot of fuss about it in pub- 
lic.” : 
Although Mr, Goldw 
had not been informed, Se } 
Leahy, D-Vt., told reporters that he 
knew about the CIA involvement at 
the time he voted apain ~ | 
priation Jast week, and “just 
assumed evervbodv knew about it. 
“I was apparently one of a 
smaller number than I thought who 
had been briefed,” Mr. Leahy said. 
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‘Teflon Factor’ 


Reagan Seems Immuneto Aides’ Misdeeds 


Carter's press secretary. ‘'The similarities | 
between the Meese thing and Bert Lance are ; 


i gettingMascinating,”’ says a former Carter 


But Probe of Meese May Change Pattern 


By Tim CARRINGTON 
Staff Reporter of THE War STREET JOURNAL 
WASHINGTON~Democrats are talking 
‘up the phrase “‘sleaze factor’ to describe a 


crazy quilt of ethics-law violations and al- ‘ 
leged improprieties by more than 40 Reagan 


appointees, S 
But another phrase is being bandied 
about that aptly characterizes the problems 


President Reagan's foes are having making | 
the sleaze analogy stick. This is the ‘Teflon | 


factor,"" which refers to the president's ap- 
parent political immunity to most of his 
aides’ mistakes or misdeeds. Although the 
probe of Attorney General-designate Edwin 
Meese may change this pattern, Ronald 
Reagan's ability to deflect embarrassment 
seems nothing short of uncanny. . 

.. ‘‘We should all have the skill of Ronald 
Reagan to stand by and watch things hap- 
pen-on the ship of 
which he is captain as 
an innocent by-® « 
Siander,"’ says Fred figfm 

Wertheimer, presi- "esti = 
dent of Common Cause, the self-styled citi- 
zens lobby. President Reagan's Teflon im- 
age contrasts sharply to that of his prede- 
cessor in the White House, Jimmy Carter. A. 
former Carter aide grouses that even trivial 
incidents—such as the reports that chief 


aide Hamilton Jordan spit a drink at some- | 


one—translated quickly into an embarrass- 
ment to the president. With President Rea- 
gen, the Carter man complains, “things 
happen and he just says, ‘Aw shucks.’ "’ 

That response mightn't weather the bar- 

_ Tage being aimed by the Democrats as they 
highlight the ethics issue during the political 
campaign season. Television advertisements 
parade half-forgotten figures before the pub- 
lic, like Rita Lavelle, the former Environ- 
mental Protection Agency official convicted 
of lying to Congress about her handling of a 
toxic cleanup program, 

Moreover, the protracted investigation of 
Mr. Meese may put some chinks in the Tef- 
lon surface. Mr. Meese, who is a closer per- 
sonal] friend to the president than other ap- | 
pointees to fall under criticism, is the sub- ; 
ject of a probe resulting from the fact that 

’ federal jobs were given to persons who lent 
money to him and his wife. . 

_.. The way President Reagan reacts pub- ; 


licly to these situations helps explain why he | 


seems to emerge untainted. When ques- 
tioned about them, Mr. Reagan often dis- 
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misses them, not with the snarling defen- 
siveness of a Richard Nixon but good-hu- 
moredly, as when he said the only problem . 
with the heavily criticized EPA was the way 


aide, who predicts that the Meese loans will 
end up embarrassing President Reagan just 


9 |as the Lance ‘banking practices did Presi- 


dent Carter. . 
Some Democrats are circulating a 1978 
column written by citizen Ronald Reagan, 
complaining about the Lance affair, ''What 
seemed to escape the president's notice al} 
the while the Lance affair was simmering 
last year was the fact that the average citi- 
zen resents what seems to be undue special 
privilege for a few in high places,"’ Mr. Rea-_ 


ale aor vere: i gan States in the column. Now, as the Meese 
Laugh at Ourselves inquiry drags on, the same complaint is be- 
., While President Carter projected a ‘“‘ho- !ing turned on him. 

: Jier-than-thou”” image, President Reagan : “If you're Joya) to a man, you don’t dan- 
suggests tolerance, says a Democratic strat- jgle yourself around his neck as an alba- 
egist. ‘He shows an ability to laugh at our- !tross,”’ says Horace Busby, a former aide to 
selves” that makes the public more inclined | President Johnson. He recalls an episode in 
to forgive, this Democrat says. - which three pending appointees were flown 

Some Democrats charge that the press is }to the Johnson ranch for a ceremonial an- 
letting Mr. Reagan off the hook. Jack Nel- | nouncement of their new positions. Simulta- 

| son, Washington bureau chief of the Los An- {neously a mai] pouch arrived from the 

geles Times, responds that he feels the press | White House explaining that one of the ap- | 
has actively covered alleged improprieties | pointees had made extensive borrowings he 
‘in the Reagan administration but that the | hadn't been able to repay. The president im- 
i public wants to believe in the president any- | mediately segregated the man and told him 
way. "People are so damn tired of seeing ' he wouldn't get the job after all. President 

: |presidents written up negatively,” he re- Reagan probably didn’t make enough such 

marks, moves early on, Mr. Busby adds. 

The Reagan White House seems astute at, A former Reagan adviser worries that 
cutting political losses when it has to. When jother improprieties might surface. ‘The 


good-natured dismissals, then jettison those there, they'd better leave,"’ he says. 

who threaten him with continued embar- Democrats, hopeful of some political im- 
rassment. The forced resignations of EPA pact, are weaving the incidents together into 
Administrator Anne Burford. and Interior a mosaic that shows a general insensitivity 
‘Secretary James Watt are examples. toward the high standards expected of pub- 


{ 
{ 
| dal, President Reagan's pattern is to issue everybody that if anvone hes anything out 


pointment of a special counsel to investigate says Mr. Hart, the pollster. ‘‘But I suspect | 
‘the allegations frees President Reagan from there’s alot of termite damage.” 
jhaving to speak up in his friend's defense.. | Nevertheless, the president is aided by 
“Carter made the unfortunate mistake of the random nature of his administration's 
throwing his arms around Lance and saying, ethical problems. EPA administrator Bur- 
‘I'm proud of you, Bert,’ says a former ford was charged with mismanaging her 
Reagan adviser. ‘“‘He made a visible symbol ‘agency and granting favors to regulated 
of his relationship with Lance. Reagan has concerns. Interior Secretary Watt made of- 
avoided ‘that.’ | fensive remarks. Deputy Defense Secretary | 
Complexity also has prevented certain | Paul Thayer came under investigation for 
'conflict-of-interest complaints from causing | allegedly passing on insider stock-trading 
public outrace, The rmuch-rriticized hut | tips. Other than a general sense of laxity in: 
complicated financial affairs of Central In- | the administration, the episodes don’t sug- 
itelligence Agency director William Casey | gest a pattern. : 
-are_simply beyond many people's under- 
Standing 


By contrast, the Meese situation may be 
more of a problem for the president because 
it is more comprehensible. ‘‘There are a lot 
of things that seem arcane to people—stock 
transactions and things of that nature," says | 

. Peter Hart, a Democratic pollster. ‘But ev-.| 
erybody understands a loan-job connec: ° . 
|tion.”’ 


‘Meese Loans . 
"Earlier this week, Carter administration | 


alumni debated the durability of President 
‘Reagan's Teflon surface at a book-signing 
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appointees fall prey to allegations of scan- . best thing the White House could do is tell |- 


And in the case of Mr. Meese, the ap- lic servants. ‘‘The floor hasn't fallen in,” | - 


AIT 
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~ By Lena H. Sun 
~ , Washington Post Starr Writer 
A former covert case officer for 
the Central Intelligence Agency has 
sued the agency, accusing officials of 


harassing her rather than investiga. . 


ting her complaints about the misuse 


of funds and other improprieties <<’ ° 
-- The woran, identified only- a8 ° 
“Jane. Doe” in the suit filed in US. - 


District Court in Alexandria, alleged 


that CIA officials attempted to fire’ 


her after she reported abuses ‘she 


Said she. discovered overseas on a- 


special assignment in July 1981. — 

. “Jane Doe” is still employed by 
the agency. ate ut te ee 

. The suit, which accuses the agen- 


cy of violating her civil rights and its | 


own regulations, seeks unspecified 
damages and recovery of legal fees. 
A CIA spokesman had no comment,’ 

Named in the suit are CLA Direc- 
tor WilHam J. Casey; Deputy Direc- 
tor John N. McMahon; Executive 
Director Charles A. Briggs; John 
Stein, deputy director of operations; 
Claire George, assistant deputy di- 
rector of operations, and James 
Glerum, chief of a division of oper- 
‘ations, © : 
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CIA Harassment Is Alleged 
After Worker Reports Abus 


CIA is headquartered in McLean. | 


e) 


According to the suit, the employe: 
was told that her former supervisor’ 
at that overseas location may have | 
been misusing official funds for per- : 
sonal use. “One of these sources in- | 
dicated that she was prepared to! 


terminate a 10-year relationship | 


with the agency because she sus- 
pected that funds owed to her had 


‘been misappropriated by Jane Doe’s ' 
' former supervisor,” the suit said. 


After she returned to the U.S. and 


‘reported the alleged improprieties, | 


her next overseas assignment was | 


‘cancelled, according to the suit. It. 


said the woman was placed on ad- | 


ministrative leave and forced to take : 
- a “fitness for duty” examination in’ 


retaliation for reporting her com- 
plaints. ~ eee 
’ The woman, who worked as an 
undercover staff employe for the . 
CIA’s Directorate of Operations from 
1974 to 1982, is currently emploved 
in the agency's Directorate of Sci- 
ence and Technology. 

The suit was originally filed in | 
November in Washington, but was | 


-shifted after a judge ruled that court 


did not have jurisdiction because the 


| 
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_Capital Punishment. 


Moles and the Dirt 


By Art Buchwald 


’D LIKE to work in the 
presidential _ campaign, 
sir.” 
“We! re sorry, son, we have 
all the paid workers we need.” 
“! “Il think I would be of. tremendous 
| value to the candidate” ata, 
> “Why do you think that?” 
_ “Tm working in the Mondale 
camp now, and I want to be a polit- 
ical mole for you people.” _ 
“Why do you want to be a mole?” 
_ “It’s a lot more fun than working 
for Mondale. I could steal his debate 
' briefing book for you, I could give 
you the names of people who have 
donated to his campaign, I could’ 
steal advance texts of his speeches, 
_and, if you want me to, I can even 
_ Plant a bug in his telephone.” 


6¢ 


“You realize what you're saupsest: 
ing isnot only unethical, but illegal.” 

“Yes, sir. That i is why- I thought 
you might hire me.” 

“We are not interested in doing 
anything illegal or unethical” 


“You did in 1980, Someone gave. 


you Jimmy Carter’s debate briefing 
book. TH bet you that guy is really 
high in the government today.” 

“Let’s get this straight. No one in 
the Reagan administration ever saw 
Ponda briefing book. Jim 
Baker didn’t see it, Bill-Casey didn’t 
see it, Ed Meese didn’t see it, and 


the president was never aware any-: 


one on our side ever had it.” 
“Don’t worry, your secret’s safe 


with me. In any case the fact that no 
. one saw the briefing book did help’ 
_Reagan in the debates, didn’t it?”. - 


A this office.” 


. ination, T saw one loose-leaf book i in- 


“Right, sir, ‘Talways ' say everything 
should look on the up and up ‘when 


- it comes to an election. That’s why 


you need me. T’m not even a regis- 


ft tered Republican. If I’m caught pase- 


ing on confidential information, the 
trail will never lead to the party, 


_ Don’t even put me on the payroll. 
_ Just have one of . your “people leave’ 


the money for me in a phone booth.” 
’ “I should pe ‘you eels out of 
” “Yes, sir.” ees « : 

“What makes you ‘think’ you can 
give us information on Mondale’s 


. strategy that we don’t already have?” - 


“Well, Mondale really ‘hasn't said 
anything about Reagan yet. All he 


- does is keep attacking Gary Hart. 


He has a lot of information on Rea- 
gan he’s Saving” if he Bets: the nom- 


his safe titled ‘The Sleaze Factor— 2 
Don’t Use Until September.’ ” * 
. “What was in the book?” 


i didn’t get a chance to read it. 


But if you give me some Cubans to 
break into his office I’ get it for you.” 
“We don’t break into Democratic 
offices any more.” ~ 
“Oh yeah. I forgot. Well, maybe 1 


“can get into the safe by myself and 
photograph the stuff for you. Could 


you pick me up one of those infrared 
cameras from the CIA?” 
“Youre an ‘eager little beaver,- 
aren't you?” < 
“] just want to serve my country. I 


“believe a political mole is the most: 
important job in a presidential cam-. - 
paign. Ever since I read about Wa- | 


tergate I dreamed of being one.” 


: “What makes you so sure Mon- 
dale is going to win the nomina- 
_ tion?” 

- “Pm not sure; But if he doesn’t, I 
‘can become your political mole in 
i the Hart camp. Hart would never 
_ Suspect. someone. who came. over 
; from the Mondale campaign of being 


a mole for Reagan.” 
.. “Now get this straight, We have 
“no intention this time of resorting to- 


any dirty tricks in the 84 campaign, 
' Everything we do is going to be 


‘ above reproach. The president in- 
- sists on it.” 


“Yes, sir.” 
- “All right, leave your resume with 


' My secretary and if you check out, a 


"guy named Joe will call you at home - 
~ Monday night.” 


eS 1984, Los Angeles Tinies Syndicate 


“I have no intention of discussing 
the briefing book with you. We in- 
tend to run a clean.campaign this 

 time,.and we're not going to resort to 
espionage to reelect the president” ~ 
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CENTRAL AMERICA RATHER: Good evening. This is the CBS Evening News, Dan 


(02S 


AID 


Rather reporting tonight from CBS News election 
headquarters in New York. While Democratic candidates 
Slugged it out today in the Pennsylvania primary, 
President Reagan and those in Congress concerned about his 
Central America policy slugged it out on Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Mr. Reagan struggled to salvage his policy, 
following disclosure that the CIA is directly involved in 
the mining of Nicaraguan harbors. Our coverage begins 
with Lesley Stahl. 


STAHL: The Reagan administration charged today that Cuba 
is arming and training guerrillas for a major offensive | 
this fall against El Salvador. The charge was part of:the 
administration's own offensive, aimed at salvaging its 
military aid and covert operations in Central America, 
which are facing bitter opposition in Congress. Ata 
welcoming ceremony for the president of the Dominican 
Republic, Mr. Reagan lashed out at Cube. REAGAN: Instead 
of seeking mutual respect and friendly commerce with its 
neighbors, it exports violence and hatred. Cuba is now 
dependent on a far aray, totalitarian power without whose 
subsidy its dictatorial government could not export 
aggression, or indeed survive. 


STAHL: The administration is fighting for its $21 million 
request in Congress to continue covert guerrilla 
operations against Nicaragua, including the mining of its 
harbors. Administration officials are warning they'll 
have to start shutting down the whole covert operation as 
early as next week unless Congress acts quickly. Despite 
that, President Reagan will not make @ personel appeal for 
the covert aid, no lobbying or phone-calling because his 
adviser says, ‘We've probably lost this one already.' 
Central America is turning into a potentially damaging 
issue for the president's campaign, as there were fe 
questions in Congress today not only about the wisdom of 
the policy but about whether Mr. Reagan himself is making 
the decisions. JAMES BAKER (Wnite House Chief of Staff): 
The, the president is the decision-maker in this 
administration. The president makes these decisions. 


STAHL: The White House engaged in some damage control 

lete, this afternoon by putting out this three-page 

statement denying that there are any plans at all for the : 
U.S. to use combat troops in Central America and urging .; & wf 
Congress to pass its request for aid to El Salvador. acs 
Lesley Stahl, CBS News, the White House. 


Continued 


Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2 


ARTICLE td EARIY 


ON FAGE 


CIA Views Minelaying 


By Bob Woodward and Fred Hiatt 
: Washington Post é Stall Writers : 
‘Th e CIA views its involvement in in 
the he Javing of mines in ports off Nic- 
‘-aragua as part of a “holding action” . 
“until: its covert war against” that | 


Reagan ¥ wins reelection, according to 

_ senior r administration on officials. . 

Administration officials said the 
minelaying was justified by intelli- 
gence reports pointing to a major | 

_autumn offensive by leftist rebels in 
nearby El Salvador. One official 
close to the intelligence community 
said that “tons of material are flow- 
ing into E] Salvador” from Nicara- 

_ gua for the offensive, which the of- 
ficials said could. compare to the 
a offensive” in Vietnam in 1968. - 

While acknowledging that the 
CLA’s direct involvement in the min- 

“ing_of Nicaraguan ports carries sig- 
nificant_politicsl__end__diplomatic 
‘risks, 1 this offigial said it is intended 

‘to “harass” Ni icaragua rather then to to. 

jective in Central America. 

ao Reagan wins reelection, howev- . 
er, according to another senior offi-. 
cial, “the president i is determined to - 
20 all out to gain the upper hand” 
over leftist forces in the region. Such - 
a stepped-up effort is likely to” in- 
volve substantially more money for 

.U.S.-supported forces in the region 
rather than the introduction of on “ 
troops, this official said, - 

The laving of underwater_mines_ mines_. 
was approved _after_the adminis- 

- tration considered and rejected 

much gre h greater expansion of the covert 

war late last rear, according to if 


coming, { ! eee 
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he onerations or “slush funds” for { 
operations in Central America..‘The | 
CIA responded with a legal opinion — 
advising against any attempt to skirt 


the letter ors spirit of coneressions! 
- oversight, ~ .-2° 0: 
“The m has. “‘hecome very. triey 


ont that and does not want to get 
into any any problems ‘fike those in e in the } past,” 


-  ohe White House official said. 


CIA officials reportedly CIA officials reportedly said that the 
harbor-mining operation was within ithe” 


guidelines laid down by Congress for Yhe’ 


covert_war. Congressional intelli igence © 
oversight. committees were not n 


about the mining before it began, officials officials 
said. 


The CLA_beyan_ directing: mining op- 
erations in several Nicaraguan ports 
about. two months ago, according to_of- 
ficials. The mines are dropped from CIA: © 
owned _speedboats operated by. U.S.- 


Backed Nicaraguan rebels and specially 


trained Latin American employes of the 
ar 

~The operation is directed from.a larger 
CJA vessel that stays in international wa- 
fers. the officials said. That ship is . 
equipped with a helicopter which pro- 
vides air cover for the mninelayng oper- 
ations, they added. ny a 

The mines are described as crude : 
“home-made” devices . triggered by the » 
noise of ships passing over them. They 
may cause extensive damage but. ‘are.un- , 
likely to sink large ships, officials said. “It: 
is not designed to “kill aniyone,’ one olfi-: 

aa a BS ae : % 

At least: eight ships from eceral coun- | 

tries, including the Soviet Union and the 


_Netherlands, have been damaged by the 


_ mines sofar, according to the Nicaraguan . = 


- government. 


Administration officials have told con- .° 


gressional intelligence committees that - 
the covért war against Nicaragua is in- 
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Of Covert ‘Holding Action’ | 


tended only to pressure the Sandinistas 

-not to “export” revolution to El Salvador 

- and other nations in the region. But oc- 

. casional broader justifications from offi- 
cials have led critics to charge that Pres- , 
ident Reagan wants to topple me San- 

: dinista government. : 

.. The Senate last week. anproued an “ik 

‘ ‘ministration bill ‘providing $61.7 million 

’_for military aid to El Salvador'’s U.S 
» backed army and $21 million for Cla : 
, support for the Nicaraguan rebels. The | 
» House twice rejected the latter request ; 
last year and the issue now must: be: Te- 
solved in conference.- - : 

_ Administration officials’ “argued that | 
er $21 million could be crucial in ‘heip- 

. Ing the U.S.-backed forces defeat the ex- 

- pected fall offensive in El Salvador. But °. 

‘ another informed source was more skep- * 

tical and said the $21 million would only 

: allow the U.S.-supported forces to main- 

; "tain a stalemate in the region during the 
year. 


a 


This cae said, dnd the C1, pas nee 


disputed, that President Reagan will in- 
_, crease the U.S. effort in the region if he 
wing reelection in November. “Everything 


-is on hold until then,” this source said,” 
» adding that Reagan realizes he still would 


be unlikely. to get the necessary political | 
and congressional support to send U.S. 
troops into combat in Central America. 

Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinber- 
ger told his senior Pentagon staff in a 
meeting yesterday to make clear, to any- 
one who-asks, that the Pentagon does not 
have contingency plans to send troops 
into combat in Central America and to 
clear all statements on that issue with 
Michael J. Burch, assistant. secretary for 
public affairs. 

Officials said the Pentagon probably 
> does not have contingency plans in the 
sense of detailed outlines of which Army 
unit would go where. But, since last. sum- 
mer, U.S. forces have been practicing am- 
. phibious-landings in Honduras, building 


Fprsne 
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Slanting of Central America News Is Char 


o 
tBy GEORGE VOLSKY 
Special) to The New York Times 
MIAMI, Apri] 9 — A Cuban-Ameri- 
can spokesman, reflecting fears of a 
Congressional cutoff of aid to Central 
Amenita, told Central American gov- 
ernment and business leaders here 
today..that.they should try to correct 
what he’called the media-distoried pic- 
ture af the situation in the region. 


Thé“speaker, Jorge Mascanosa, is. 


chairfian of the Cuban-American Na- 
tional Foundation, a Washington-based 
lobbying organization that sponsored a 
two-dal conference here on “prospects 
‘for democracy in Central America.”’ 


10 April 198 


* 


He said a publicity campaign should 
be aimed at acquainting.the American | 


public with the “true situation in the re- 
gion which is being distorted” by 
American news coverage, which he as- 
serted was generally hostile to” the- 
status quo in thé region. . 


‘We are Josing a battle for the 
Amenican public opinion,’’ Mr. Masca- 
nosa to}d his audience of more than 300 
people, including some 150 from six 
Central American countries and For- 
eign Ministers from Costa Rica, El Sal- 
vador and Guatemala, as well as 
American Ambassadors to the three 
nations. Neots,’ Fe ie 

He was responding to what appeared 
to be a sense of frustration on the part . 
of the conference’s predominantly con- . 
servalive participants that they were 
being misunderstood by Americans 
‘and ‘characterized as ultrareaction- 
aries. At the same time, concern was 

| expressed here that Congress might : 
‘delay or cut appropriations for eco- | 
nomicand military aid to the region. - 


Appearing on one of the panels were 
Senator Paula Hawkins, a Florida Re- 
‘publican, Congressman Dane B. Fas- 
| cell, a Florida Democrat who is chair- 
man of the House Committee on For- 
| eign Affairs, and Congressman John 
McCain, a Republican of Arizona, who 
explained to Central Americans the 
Congressional appropriation process, 
and the chances of aid to the region 
being approved this year. : 

Mr. Mascanosa said that while there 
are some 200 groups in Washington lob- | 
bying against American aid.to Central 
America, there was not a single organi- 
zation trying to make Congress and 
public opinion ‘‘see the situation as it 
is: that the region wants democracy 
andisfightingforit.’: . a | 
' Conrado Lopez Andreu, president of | 
the National Association of Private En-. 
terprise of E] Salvador, who described 
himself as a representative of the con- | 
servative forces there, asked the three | 
members of Congress what the Ameri- ; 
can réaction would be if Roberto d’Au-: 


4 
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ged 


buisson, the leader of the Salvadoran | 


| right, was elected president on May 7. | 


The three replied that the United States | 
would accept the popular choice. There | 
was no follow-up question on what the ! 
impact on aid to E] Salvador would be ‘ 
in such a@ case. : ; 


Mr. Fascel) told the Central Ameri- 
cans that no matter who was in the 
White House, Congressional action on 
aid to Centra! America depended on the 
support of the American people. Mr. . 
McCain, who praised the Salvadoran | 
electora)] process, said internal’ politi- 
cal improvements in the country, in- 
cluding bringing the killers of Ameri- 
cans to trial, would have a bearing on 
the amount of money Congress would 
approve. . : 


. Replying to a reporter's questi 
Mr._Fascel] said published reports of 

merican involvement in the mining of- 
Nicaraguan ports would, if true. make 
the Central American aid application 
process “‘more difficwt.” Referoneg to 
William J. Casey of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, he said: “Vf this isa di- 
against it, If Casey is directly running 
this show, it’s very serious. ] have had 
no knowledge of this, but obviously it 
could affect the aid package.” | 

The three Central American Foreign 
Ministérs stressed that regional prob- 
Jems have to be solved locally. They 
praised peace efforts by the four-nation 
Contadora Group — Mexico, Panama, 
Colombia and Venezuela. But as Carlos 
José Gutiérrez, the Costa Rican For- 
eign Minister, said, ‘The solution must 
be strictly Central American.” 
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Democrats Assail 
‘Reagan's Policy 
On Nicaragua 


US. Mining of Ports Creates 
Strong House Opposition 
To Funding for Guerrillas 


1 
{ 


| 


_ By Davin Rocers ‘ 
And Rogert §. GREENBERGER 
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL ; 

WASHINGTON — The Democratic-con- | 
trolled House moved toward a bitter con- 
froniation with President Reagan over Cen- 
tra] America policy following the disclosure - 
that the U.S. helped to mine Nicaraguan 
ports. 

Led by House Speaker Thomas O'Neill, 
Democrats of different philosophica} Stripes 
assailed the Reagan administration's policy | 
yesterday. Rep. O’Neill called the policy ° 
morally and. legally “indefensible’’ and 
flatly predicted that the House will kill an 
administration request for $21 million to 

_ continue covert guerrilla operations against 

| Nicaragua’s Marxist government. 
Mr. O'Neil! said he ho 
m on the Nicara, 


ti 


the measure, 
Apart from the Nicaragua request, the 
White House is seeking $61.8 million in mili- f 
jtary aid for E] Salvador. But unless Mr. 
) Whitten’s objections are met, the entire bil) 
:is likely to be shelved until after the spring 
‘recess beginning at the end of this week. 
; Even some earlier Democratic support- 
‘ers of the administration's Central America ; 
| policy were raising objections to the mining { 
j Operation and to the White House decision | 
| On Friday to withdraw the U.S. from the ju- | 
‘Tisdiction. of the World Court on Central 
America matters. But administration 
spokesmen brushed off these attacks, and 
insisted current U.S. policies are both sound 
;and legal. 
' The White House policy faces additional 
scrutiny, however, even in the Republican- 
controlled Senate. William Casey, director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, has been 
Summoned to appear before the Senate In-, 
telligence Committee this afternoon for 
_ Wuestioning regarding the CIA's role in the 
TTS 


Mining of Nicaraguan ports. 


’ | seized the floor in the midst of deliberations 


Sources say Ameri ersonne! aboard 


a ship controlled by the jn the Pacific 


Ocean are overseeing the mining operation, | 

which began Jate in February and a5 tar: | 

eled three Nicaraguan ports. Though anti- 

Sandinista insurgents aided by the ClA have 
: eTr : rae 


sources Say the operation is being carried 
oul DV seli-contained units of Salvadorans 
ang otner Latin Americans from outside 
Nicaragua. i 
According to sources, the mining opera: : 
tion was the subject of a National Security 
Planning Group meeting within the Reagan 
administration in February, yet the Senate 


committee was uninformed of the matter The 
weeks later at a hearing March 12. Under a ' dec. 


1980 law, the president is required to “fully 


inform” congressional intelligence commit- 
| tees of operations abroad in ‘‘a timely fash- 


jon,”' And the failure to notify the pane] has 
infuriated senators embarrassed by the 
news disclosures on the mining and CIA 
role. 


“L think the fur will flv,” said a senior 
nator on the committee. While the pres}- 


se 
dent has enjoyed broad bipartisan support in i 


the panel, there is serious opposition to the 
mining because of the direct role reported}v 
payed by the CIA and the question of 


Javed by the CIA and the ouestion of 
whether the U.S. is violating Internationa) 
Jaw. 2% ; 


On -the Senate floor, the controversy sur- 
unding the mining operation has prompted 


ro 
i 
war. Sen. Ed 


berals to reopen débate on the Nicaragua | 


Ul 
er, Said at a ne 
at_U.S.-sponsor 


‘minist 
th 


ws conference h 
ed covert activities have 
icaragua more than 1,300 


lives, injuries to many tmes that number 
and hundreds of millions of dollars j dam: 


ere 


: “already cost 


}age and destruction.” He 


‘U.S. effort to withdraw from the jurisdiction 
of the Worle 


} OL the World Court is a “clear manifestation 
' OF Hervousness fjt_would jose 2 court 


; Case. 
At the State Department, senior officials 
j Indicated that if the court rules that the U.S. 
hasn’t given adequate reasons for withdraw- 
ing, Washington could try another approach. 
Se Officials said that under a U.S. 
laration made in 1946, when the U-S. 
Joined the court, Washington stated that the 
court’s authority doesn't apply to disputes 
deemed to be within “the domestic jurisdic: ; 
tion of the United States of America as de- 
termined by the United States of America.” 
One official suggested this clause might be : 
used to avoid the court's jurisdiction. 
The two-year U.S. withdrawal has pro- 
voked sharp criticism in Congress. “I think 
. Shakespeare had a phrase, “You protest too 
:much,’"’ said Sen. Daniel Inouye (D., Ha- : 
| waii), of the State Department’s stated wor- 
ries that the Nicaraguans would misuse the 
court. “It sounds like a guilty man.” 
| ° Mr. O'Neill described the withdrawal as 
| ‘shocking,” and a long line of Democrats, 
jrunning from such Southern moderates as 
Rep. Sam Gibbons of Florida to more tradi- 


ward “Kennedy (D., Mass.) 


o 


— 5 a 


to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the 
me Court. Sen. William Cohen (R., 
j Minn.), both members of the Intelligence 


and the decision 


opposing the minin 


Committee who backed funding Jast week, 
| indicated they would support Mr. Kennedy. 


Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker (R., 
could be close. 


logic, it defies all reason, and it defies al) 
law. I am convinced that the only way we 
[are going to halt this military escalation is 
i with Congress." , 

after the first disclosures of CIA ac- 


tivity last Friday, the administration rave 
hotice to the United Nations that jtwas with- 


drawing from jurisdiction y 
Court for any disputes arising fr 
tions in Central America. 


And Nicaragua announced yesterday that | 


Maine) and Sen. David Durenberger (R,, | 


tional liberals such as Rep. Mike Lowry of | 
Washington condemned the decision in 
speeches on the floor. 

‘I think it hurts us as a nation,” said Mr. 
Gibbons of the withdrawal from the court, 
an unprecedented step for the U.S. “I think 
we have more to Jose on this than any other | 
ination on earth.”’ ‘ 


ta, 


Tenn.) said the vote on the amendment | 


Mr. Kennedy said: “This policy defies all | 


it filed suit against the U.S. in the court,‘ 


backed insurgent activities against Nicara- 
gua. The Sandinista government also asked 
|the court to-order an immediate end to US. 
; Suppo 
jtras." 


asking the court to declare illegal all U.S.- | 


rt of the insurgents, known as “con: - 
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Tro aspects of the president's pod ave 
now really angered members of Congress: the Wnite House 
decision to challenge Nicaragua's right to take its case 
against the United States to the World Court and the 
mining of Nicaraguan harbors, allegedly with White House 
support and CIA direction. ABC's Anne Compton is on 
Capitol Hill. 


COMPTON: CIA Director Casey knew when he arrived to brief 
senators he was walking into a virtual brick wall of 
opposition over Nicaragua. Casey had received a letter 
obtained by ABC News from Barry Coldwater, chairman of the 
Intelligence Committee, who says he never. got formal 
notice of the mining operation. It was an extraordinary 
reprimand filled with raw language. Goldwater declared 
the mining is an act violating international law. ‘It is 
an act of war, Bill,’ wrote Goldwater. ‘How can we back 
the president's foreign policy when we don't know what the 
hell he is doing?’ Goldwater predicted that the $21 
million the Senate approved last week for Nicaraguan 
rebels is now doomed. Casey stayed on the Hill more than 
three hours explaining the Nicaraguan operations to the 
entire Senate behind closed doors. Afterwards most 
senators remained indignant over the mining of the harbors 
and the administration's refusal to acknowledge any World 
Court action on Central America. DONALD RIEGLE (D-Mich.): 
Whether Casey understands it, this policy has to be 
changed. And if it isn't changed, it's likely to take us 
into a war that no one wants. ; 


COMPTON: On the floor of the Senate support hed grown for 
Senator Edward Kennedy's resolution, a non-binding ‘sense 
of the Congress' resolution, saying the U.S. should take 
no part of mining operations in Nicaraguan waters. The 
snowball effect of the last few days has doomed chances 
that the $21 million in covert aid to the rebels can ever 
pass the House. Speaker Tip O'Neill will not even. let it 
come up until after next week's Easter recess. O'Neill 
displayed his own personal irritation at the president 
too. The White House claimed it informed hin of 
developments. O'Neill said today, ‘That is false.' Anne 
Compton, ABC News, Capitol Hill. 


FLYNN: This is Rita Flynn. President Reagan spent most 
of the day trying to steer clear of the fury in Congress 
over Nicaragua. For example, during a meeting with the . 
leader of the Dominican Republic. UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: 
Mr. President, will ‘the two of you talk about the mining 
of Nicaragua's harbors, sir? (inaudible background 
noises) PRESIDENT REAGAN: No questions in photo 
opportunities. 


Continued. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA JENNINGS: Good evening. The government of Nicaragua has 

/U.S. AID taken its case against the United States to the World 
Court in the Hague. Nicaregua hes a long list of charges, 
one of which is U.S. responsibility for mining Nicaraguan 
ports. Outside the court today, the Nicaraguan ambassador 
to Holland explained his country's position. CARLOS 
ARGUELLO GOMEZ (Nicaraguan Ambassador to the Netherlands): 

.because Nicaragua feels that it is a legal case, that 

international law is being violated, that the killing of 
people, the aiding to the contras to kill people in 
Nicaragua, to mine our ports, to destroy hospitals, to 
destroy industries in Nicaragua is 2 violation of 
international law. 


KK KK KK KK 


JENNINGS: The U.S.-supported campaign against Nicaragua 
is not new. Only last week, the Senate voted in favor of 
another $21 million to support the antigovernment rebels. 
Many members of Congress have opposed the mining of 
Nicaragua's harbors, and what has upset them today is the 
administration's decision to ignore the World Court. 
Charles Gibson is on Capitol Hill. 


GIBSON: The twin revelations, first, that the CIA had 
supervised the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, and second, 
that the U.S. would ignore World Court actions, touched 
off a congressional firestorm today. REP. MICHAEL BARNES 
(D-Md.}: I'm shocked, frankly, that the president of the 
United Stetes would show so little respect for 
international law. REP. BERKLEY BEDELL (D-Iowa): These 
elements of President Reagan's Central American policy 
border on sheer lunacy. The mining of harbors is an act 
of war. Does the president realize or accept 
responsibility for such actions? REP. PETER KOSTMAYER 
(D-Penn.): The president formulates, but the Congress 
appropriates. Cut him off now. 


GIBSON: The congressional anger comes at a bad time for 

the administration. It comes just as House-Senate 
conferees are due to take up $21 million in aid requested 
by the administration for the anticommunist Nicaraguan 
rebels and $61 million in military aid for the government 
of El Salvador. These revelations could kill those funds. 
The speaker was asked if the House will’ ever pass any more 
money for the rebels in Nicaragua. REP. THOMAS O'NEILL 
(Speaker of the House): I doubt it. I doubt that the 
House will ever pass it. | 


GIBSON: The Senate had voted just last week’to fund the 
anticommunist rebels in Nicaragua.-. Today, some senators, 
even influential Republicans, were saying the 
Continued 
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Senate investigators reviewing Edwin Meese's nomination ta be attorney 
general are inquiring into the refusal of a 1980 Reagan transition fund, of 
which Meese was a trustee, to disclose how it used nearly $500,000 raised from 


private donors. 


Same of the money donated to the Reagan Transition Foundation Inc. apparently 
Was paid as consulting fees to Meese, a top Reagan campaign official who later 
became presidential counselor. 


On his 1941 financial statement, Meese listed the foundation among three 
sources from which he received ''compensation in excess of $5,000 paid by one 
source’! 


Meese's most outspoken critic on the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen. Howard 
Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, has been exploring the use of the transition fund and plans 
to ask Meese to testify about it under oath if his stalled confirmation hearings 
ever resume, an aide to the senator said. 


One question, for example, could center on whether the foundation paid for 
any of Meese's travel. In the latest revelation to jeopardize Meese's stalled 
nomination, it was disclosed this week that he failed to report on his ethics 
statements acceptance from private sources of expenses for numerous trips. 


Meese, CIA Director William Casey and Air Force Secretary Vernon Orr served: 
as trustees of the Transition Foundation, a private non-profit corporation set 
up because the Reagan team said the $2 million allotted by the government was 
insufficient for the transition. 


While the foundation's coffers totaled nearly $750,000, including $250,000 in 
leftover Reagan primary campaign funds, the Reagan team did not use $286,590 of 
the funds provided by the government for the most elaborate transition in 
history. The Reagan transition also established a separate fund, the 
Presidential Transition Trust, ta raise money for the transition, and no 
accountings of its activities were made public either. 


Orr said in 1981 that, because private expenditures on the transition were 
not covered by any law, there was no obligation to make public the names of 
those wha contributed up to $5,000 each to the foundation. He said corporate 
gifts were barred. | 


At the time, public interest groups questioned the administration's refusal 
to release names of contributors, asserting the use of private funds created ''a | 
potential for abuse.'' | 


The General Accounting Office, which later performed two audits on the use of 
government funds during the transition, ran into stiff resistance from Meese and 
other foundation officials when auditors requested information about use of the 
fund. 


Continued — 
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‘'Qn two occasions we attempted unsuccessfully to gather information on the 
nature and purposes of the two funds,'' the GAO said in a report ta Rep. John | 
Dingell, D-Mich., on Jan. 28, 1982. It said it also asked the executive office | 
of the president to ''explain the rationale for charging certain 
transitian~-related expenses ta the Presidential Transition Foundation and not 
the federal appropriation,'' but got no response. 


Orr, who served as overseer of the transition budget, said in a 1981 
interview that the New York accounting firm of Arthur Anderson and Co. would 
conduct an independent audit of the foundation's funds and the results would be 
made public. No such disclosure ever was made. 


Orr said through a spokesman this week that he would not make the audit 
public and that he would have ''no comment'' as ta the reason. 


UPI then pressed for an interview with Orr to discuss the amount of money 
feaid Meese and the other trustees, details of disbursements from the fund and 
the use of any excess money. After conferring with Orr, John Halbert, the Air 
Force's assistant director of public affairs, responded, ''He's not interested 
in discussing the subject. '' 


In 1981, Orr asserted the names of donors were being withheld to protect them 
From being deluged with solicitations from charities. ‘'Charities love to get 
lists af peaple who give big sums.'' 


Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901 R000400040001-2 


TAT 


Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000440040001-2 


ARTICLE APPEARED, 
ON PAGE ; 


WALL STREET JOURNAL 
6 April 1984 


U, S. Role in Mining Nicaraguan Harbors, 
Reportedly Is Le Is Boer Than First Thought 


By Davip ies ROCs. 


Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL ' 


WASHINGTON — The Reagan administra: 
tion's role In the mining of Nicaraguan Nicaraguan har- 
. bors is larger than previously disclosed, ac- 
cording to sources who say that units oper- 
ating from a ship controlled by the Central 
" Intelligence Agency in the, Pacific partici- 
pated in the operation. 

Though anti-Sandinista insurgents have 
claimed oon for the mining, a source fa- 
mia briefings on the operation 
said ae the units operating from the ship 
are self-contained, and are composed of Sal- 
Yyadorans and other Latin Americans from 
outside Nicaragua.. 

"Fhe mines were described as acoustic de- 
vices, triggered by the sounds made by 


ships traveling in the port and planted from. 


smal] boats operating from the larger 
mother ship. 


The mining operation, which has tar- 


geted two Pacific Coast ports, Corinto and 
Puerio Sandino, has been bitterly protested 
by the Nicaraguan government, which has 
accused the U.S. of playing a major role. 

President Reagan, uestioned about the 
metter at his news conference Wednesday, 
refused to comment, bul the issue has pro- 
voked concern in Congress, even among 
thase supporting-C1A aid to the anti-Sandin- 
ista_ insurgents. 

Many in Congress have feared escalation 
of the conflict if economic, as well as mili- 
tary targets, are attacked. Also, there is 
concern about the threat to non-Nicaraguan 
ships using the same ports. 


Corinto is the port most affected by the 


mining, according to government state- 
ments in Nicaragua, and as many as seven 
ships, four .of them foreign, have been de- 
scribed as having hit mines since late Feb- 
ruary. Two more vessels reportedly have hit 
mines in the smaller ports of Puerto Sandino 
_and E) Bluff on the eastern Caribbean coast, 
and ships at Puerto Sandino have come un- 
der attack from high-powered speedboats, 
according to news reports om Nicara- 
gua. 5 
Two anti: ‘Sandinista groups, the Nicara- 
guan Democratic Force in the North and the 
Revolutionary Democratic Alliance in the 
South, have claimed responsibility for the 
mining and speedboat attacks, but Nicara- | 
gua says the U.S. is directly responsible be- 
-cause of the equipment used and skill of 
those involved. 

‘The CLA is currently operating under a’ 
$24" million appropriation to fund the ant 
Sandiniste insurgents. and the adm adminis 
tion is seeking an additional $21 million for 


| 
| 


the rerazinder of the fiscal year ending Sept. 
30. These funds, as well_as $61.8 million_in 
AE ator Bl Salvador. won final Sen- 


ary al 
ate approval yesterday, but_ Mr. Reagan 


faces continued opposition in the House, 
which has twice voted to cut off funding for 


the Nicaraguan war. , 
Without farther funding, the administra- 


tion. estimates that aid for the insurgents 


[will be exhausted by May, but there doesn't 


appear to have been a cutback in operations 
to date. Though there are fewer armed and 
trained fighters, the total insurgent force is 
estimated between 12,000 and 15,000, accord- 
ing to sources,’and the revised limit ap- 
proved by the administration is as high as 
18,000. 

Though the president enjoys bipartisan 
support in the Senate for at least limited 
funding for the insurgents, such moderate 
Republicans as Sen. William Cohen of-Maine 
have questioned the mining in light of the 
threat to economic targets. 


The Senate Intelligence Committee hasn't 


had a full briefmg on the operation, but CA 
Director William Casev recently appeared 
before the House Intelligence Committee, 
‘where details of the mining were apparently 
first disclosed to members _of Congress. 
During Senate debate this week, the In- 
telligence ence Committee chairman, Barry Gold-. 
water, (R., Ariz.) surprised other senators 
b openly referring 10 a document or paper 
indicating -that- the _the adminis Stration had. di- 
rectly authorized the mining. Mr. _Goldwa- 


ter's Temarks were dropped from. the pub- 
lished record made available yesterday, and 
while an aide to the senator dismissed the 
matter, two ott other § sources indicated that 
such 4 Ya paper or or staff n memo did exist. 


“Fhe House briefing was, in any case, 
more detailed, according 10 4 source famil- 
jar with the presentation made by the CIA. 
According to this source, the units operating 
from the ship were described as separate 
from the “contras.” or insurgent faction of 
native Nicaraguans whom Me Reagan has 


described as “freedom fiehters” being | 


helped by the U.S. 

The administration has denied that it 
seeks to overthrow the leftist Nicaraguan 
government, and in an éffort to reassure 
senators, the president sent a letter to Ma-- 
jority Leader Howard Baker (R., Tenn.) 
Wednesday night pledging that” the USS 
“does not seek lo destabilize or overthrow” 
the Sandinista regime. 


The letter appeased Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Movnihan of New York, the ranking Demo-, 
crat on the Intelligence Commitiee, but Mr, 


Moynihan said yesterday that_he remains 


concerned ‘about the mining of the Ports, 
| both because of the threat to economic tar: 


gets and potential Violations of international. 
Jaws of the sea, — 


’ There was, unusually strong support 
among members of the Intelligence Commit- 
tee yesterday for an amendment to prohibit ! 
any aid to an individual or group seeking the ' 
violent overthrow of a government in Cen- 
tral America. Of the panel’s 15 members, 


-|} six Democrats, including Sen- Moynihan; 


and one Republican, Mr. Cohen, backed the 
proposal, but it was tabled by the GOP jead- 
wae on a 51-44 ro} call. . 

The Senate action came-as Secretary of 
Stete George Shultz met privately w e 
bipartisan leadership of the House on the 
Central America aid’ package. Speaker | 


- THomas O'Neill (D., Mass.) remains op- i 


-posed to any funding for the CIA operation, '. 
‘and he Jater met wath liberals pressuring for | 
‘a strong stand against the administration : 
when the two houses meet in conference to; 


work out the final form of the aid bill. | 
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‘CIA w: 


high-tech 


‘securit 


‘BY LOUISE KEHOE IN SAN FRANCISCO ° ¥ 


U.S. and Japanese high-technology 
joint ventures and marketing 
agreements in-the computer and 


semiconductor industry pose a 
danger to U.S. national security, ac - 


cording to Mr William Casey, direc- 
tor of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (C1A). 

“Increasingly in Europe and the} 
U.S., domestic companies are eed 
ing as a Trojan horse for Japanes 
semiconductor and computer sup- 
pliers,” he said in the text of a 
speech prepared for delivery before 
an audience of California electron- 
ics industry businessmen. “ 

“That is, the Japanese companies 
such as NEC, Fujitsu, and Hitachi 


have made arrangements to supply * 


top-of-the-line computers (to U.S. 
companies) and permit those com- 
panies to affix ee own labels,” he 
said. 

“We view this as a dengerus 
course in a national security con- 
text as well as in a commercial con- 
text,” he said. 

His statement implied that the 
high degree of Japanese involve- 
ment in the U.S. and European elec- 


tronics industry indicated a weak- © 


ness in U.S. and European control 
over strategic technology. U.S. in- 
dustry officials also claim that Jap- 
anese technology is more accessible 
than their own to Soviet pur- 
chasers. ; 

In calling for stricter control of 
the export of certain types of elec- 


. “Manufacturing, 


tronics Souipmienk “Mr Casey said: 
inspection and, 
most importantly, automatic test 
equipment (for semiconductor and 
computer products), which can alle-. 


+ viate acute Soviet deficiencies in 
: military-related 
‘ areas, must be strictly controlled.” - 


manufacturing 


The control of exports of this 


‘equipment represents a “major in- 


telligence, enforcement and com- 
petitive and patriotic challenge,” he 
said. 

The CLA has identified 300 com- 
panies operating in the West which, 


. it says, are engaged in the diversion 


of U.S. high- technology goods, to the 
Soviet Union. ° 


“Most diversions occur By way of 


‘Western Europe, which is why we 


have made such a strong effort to 
enlist the help of our European al- 


- lies in combating illegal trade activ- 
. ities.” 


California's Silicon Valley was 
the “bull's eye in a massive, wel] co- 
ordinated and ~ precisely-targeted 


“Soviet technology intelligence ac- 


quisition programme,” he said. 
Several U.S. companies fit his 


“Trojan horse description, notably 


National Advanced Systems, & sub- 


-sidiary of Nationa) Semiconductor, 
‘which markets mainframe compu- 


ters built by Hitachi of Japan; and 
Amdahl Corporation, which has 
shared much of its technology’ with 
Fujitsu. : 


CLA boss: 
Soviets 

easily get 
nigh tech - 
secrets — 


O20 By John Flinn =, + 
Examiner staff writer 


way to shut off completely the flow of 
Silicon Valley secrets to-the Soviet 
Union, C1A Director William Casey 
S2ys. Qo? : 
““We can limit it We can slow it 
down. But can it be stopped? I don’t 
’ know. We just have to do our best,” he 
said at a meeting of the. Common- 
wealth Club yesterday in Palo Alto. - 
Casey told the business leaders that 


. the Bay Area's high-technology indus. -- 


tries — particularly Silicon Valley’s;. 
" smali, innovative firms — are the tar- 

gets of a massive, coordinated, Soviet 
acquisition program. The small firms ~ 
have the technology. Mascow wants 
most but they lack the sophisticated 
security programs of .jarger campa-., 
nies. ae 

The ability of Soviet spies to spirit 
away US. technological secrets “far 
exceeds any previous estimates,” ac- 
cording to the 71-year-old Casey, who 
has run the intelligence agency since. 
being appointed by President Reagan 
in 198], “- oe a 

Plugging those leaks — or at least 
slowing them down — is vital to US. 
security, Casey said. 


April 1984 


“U.S. microelectronics production 
technology is the single most-signifi- 
cant technology acquired bv the Sovi- 
ets since the end of World War II,” he 
said. 

During the late 1970s, they got their 


 hands.on about 30,000 samples of 


Western production equipment, 
weapons and military components, 
and more than 400,000 technical docu- 
ments, according to Casey. 

About 70 percent of the technology 
most important to Soviet weapons 
systems was stolen by KGB agents 
from Western sources, he said.* , -. 

‘They've been so successful in get- 


‘ting our technology — and getting it 


early — that they've developed coun- 


“ termeasures to our weapon systems 
-, before we had the..weapon systems. 


stall wT indeployed,” he saida: js: Ste 
PALO ALTO.— There may bé no - ‘Soviet military leaders; Casey said,” 


had plans of the U:S’s giant C5A mili- 


tary cargo plane before it rolled out of 
the hangar for the first time. 
The precise gyros and bearings in 


-the latest generation of Soviet inter- 


continental ballistic missiles are copies 
of those designed by the United 
States, he said. So js the radar in the 
Soviet version of our AWACS planes, 


* he said, and the Soviet space shuttle is. 
a virtual copy of the National Aero- : 
“nautics and Space Administration's. 


The Soviet trucks used in the in- 
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vasion of Afghanistan were made ina ; 
plant outfitted with $1.5 billion worth . 


of modern Western machinery, Casey _ 


said. . 


Stolen Silicon Valley secrets are ab, 


so used by the Soviets to create their 
own Civilian microelectronics indus- 
try, according to the CIA director. ;. 

-. “The. Zelenograd Science Center, 


. the Soviet-equivalent of Silicon Valley, 
. was equipped, literally. from: scratch, 


with Western technology,” Casey said. 
“All Soviet monolithic integrated 


™ 


00040001-2 


circuits are copies of US. designs. They even copied the 
imperfections contained in some ef the US. samples.” 

Much of the technology is obtained legally. Soviet spies 
comb through open trade Literature, religiously attend 
scientific conferences and send students here to study, 
Casey said. 

He blamed the situation. on the federal Freedom of 
Information Act, which he likened to “shooting ourselves in 
the foot.” ; 

“We're the only country that gives foreign agents a 
license to poke in our files,” Casey said. “Increasingly, 
people are recognizing the damage that that does to our 


security.” “7: ym : 

Soviet agents, he said, also ‘buy high-technology equip- 
ment with military, applications through legal channels. 
Agents purchased $20 billion worth between 1970 and 1976 
before the United States begantoclampdown. «© =. ; 

As the United States has imposed restrictions, the Soviet 
Union has turned to sophisticated schemes to obtain the 
technology through dummy corporations in foreign coun- 
tries. The CIA, Casey said, has identified some 300 firms 
50 foreign countries involved in these schemes. E a. 

In late 1983 and early 1984, customs agents in Sweden 
seized ‘several advanced VAX computers and 30 tons of 
related equipment being smuggled by Richard Mueller of 
West Germany, a reputed KGB agent, 

The computers had been shipped from the United States 
through South Africa and West Germany to Sweden and — 
were due to be shipped to the Soviet Union when they were 
intercepted, Casey said. 


in, 
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Enfest Silica 


By Stephen Magagnini — ~ 


The Soviet Union is steal]- 
ing thousands of top-secret 
military documents from 
‘technology-rich Silicon Valley 
almost as fast as they are de- 
veloped, CIA Direetor William 
J, Casey said yesterday. 


Casey, speaking before a Com-. 


monwealth Club luncheon group of 
300 in Palo Alto, said there are sever. 
al thousand Soviet-bloe agents oper- 
ating in the West, “and your firms 
here in Silicon Valley are at the very 
top of their list.” ' 


The Soviet spies zero in on 
small, innovative computer and 
microelectronics firms in Silicon 


Valley, “not only because they are at - 


the leading edge of the technologies 
.that Moscow is most in use of” but 
also because their security: mea- 


sures are easily penetrated, Casey~ 


said. 


“Last October, the FBI arrested 
James Harper, a Mountain View en- 
Bineer, for stealing key missile de- 
fense documents from his wife's Sil- 
icon Valley company, Systems 
Control Inc., and selling them to 
Eastern bloc agents. 


Casey estimated that 70 percent 
-of the Soviet Union’s military and 
weapons technology is stolen from 
others. “We find the increasing 
power and sophistication of Soviet 
weapons come from our own cre- 
ative ability.” 


He said the Soviet version of the 


airborne warning and control ! 


systems plane (AWACS), the bear- 


ings in Soviet intercontinental mis. © 


siles and even the Russian space 
shuttle were built with stolen West- 
ern technology. 


Casey called for imposition of 
Strict controls on the manufacture, 
inspection and testing of electronies 
equipment that could be of benefit 
to the Russians. 


The Soviet-bloc nations come 
by much of their technological in- 
formation by attending scientific 
conferences, reading trade journals, 
using the Freedom of Information 
Act and sending students to Ameri- 
can universities, Casey said. “They 
{the Russian students} are uSually 40 
years old and have: advanced. de. 
grees, while our students go to study 
poetry in Kiev,” he said. 


Casey, who took over the CIA in 


1981 after serving as 
Reagan's campaign manager, said 
the agency is filling its ranks with 
scientists, engineers, communice- 
tions specialists and computer ex- 
perts to keep pace with advancing 


Ronald : 


technology. “We will get four times . 


more information in the late 1980s 


than we do today,” he said. 


Casey made a4 recruiting pitch 
to executives of the high-tech firms. 
“We're always looking for new tal- 
ent,” he said. 
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OAKLAND TRIBUNE (CA) 


4 April 1984 


Silicon Valley top Soviet 
spy goal, says CIA head 


By Patricia Radin 
The Tribune 

PALO ALTO — Silicon Vale 
Jey, with its high-technology in- 
dustries, is the “bull’s-eye” for 
Soviet spies, CIA director Wil-° 
liam J. Casey said bere yester-" 
day. 

Speaking to 500 local leaders 
at a Commonwealth Club lunch- 
eon, Casey ‘said, 


Sive, well coordinated and pre- 
cisely targeted Soviet technolo- 
BY acquisition program. 

“The ability of the Soviet mili- 
tary-industral complex to ac- 
quire and assimilate Western 
technology far exceeds any pre- 
vious estimates.” 


This intelligence effort is 7 


sometimes so successful, said 
Casey, that the USSR has de- 
Signed countermeasures for 
American weapons before hey 
have even been deploved. . 

“The Soviets had our plans to 
the C-5A before it flew,”’ assert- 
ed Casey. “The Soviet trucks 
which*rolled into Afghanistan 

' came frorn a plant outfitted with. 
$1.5 billion of modérii American* 
and European machinery. The- 

«radar in their AWACS is. ours. 


“You in this - 
room are the bull’s-eye in a mas- ~ 


copy of ours. 


. All Soviet monolithic in: ~ 


tegrated circuits are copies of. 
U.S. designs. They even copied ™ 
the imperfections contained in 
some U.S. samples.” 


Casey, 70, was President Rea- 


gan’s campaign manager in 1980 
before being appointed to: his 


present position. His 45-year ca-— 


reer includes military service in: 
‘World War II, a law practice and © 
a publishing business. . 

Last year, after it’ was diss 
closed that he been acquiring a 
financia] interest in companies 
doing business with the CIA, Ca- 
sey placed his stock holdings, 
estimated at between $5 million 
and $8 million, into a blind trust. 

Outlining the transfer of tech-. 


nology from the U.S. to the Sovi- 


et Union, Casey said much of it“ 
is done legally. The’Soviets read) 


trade magazines, attend scien- 
tific conferences and send stu-. 
dents here to college. .In: .ad- 
. dition, they simply buy ma-~ 
chines and copy them: between 


1970 and 1976, they -went-on.a 
$20 billion. shopping spree,. Ca- 
sey ‘said. °°.‘ 

In: addition to legal ° means, 


‘2 Said. Casey, they steal secrets. 
Their Shace shuttle is a-virtual seer ‘Casey pced ‘the. Soviet. ines zi 


., crets.. 
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William J. Casey 
High-technology warning 


telligence-gathering force - 


“hostile” and “determined” t 
“penetrate” Silicon Valley . see 


He ‘oflered: littie hope of pro- 


te tection; Saying that the youngest 


and most innovative high-tech | 
firms have the most desirable 


_ information and the Poorest se- 
~ curity. 


But he did make a lengthy 
pitch for the CIA, which he said 
is essential to world security. 

‘In -closing. he urged.: “Send 
promising youre people our ; 
way.” rs aoe 
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Soviets target mnovative U. 
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LirmMs 


in technology hunt, Casey warns 


By Peter McCormick 
Staff Writer 


Small, innovative companies in the computer and 
microelectronic fields have been singled out by the 
Soviet Union in its efforts to obtain Western technol- 
ogy, CIA Director William J. Casey warned a Palo 
Alto audience on Tuesday. 

Casey, 71, called the ‘Soviets attempt to acquire 
sophisticated technology “many-sided” and “world- 
wide” in a luncheon speech to several hundred Penin- 
sula members of the Commonwealth Club of Califor- 
nia. 

Casey urged business leaders in the audience to send 
“promising people” who were interested in joining the 
CLA. Describing the CIA’s work, Casey told his audi- 
ence that “in a sense, this is your organization.” 

The CIA director’s speech combined warnings of the 
Soviet menace with glowing praise for his intelligence 
agency. 

Casey said that the Soviets concentrated on small 
and innovative firms because those were leaders in 
the technologies that Moscow is most interested in. 

“Such firms’ security procedures are usually inade- 
quate to protect against penetration by a determined, 
hostile intelligence service,” he said. . 

Casey characterized efforts by the Soviet Union to 
acquire Western technology as one of the latest threats 
to American security. 

“The ability of the Soviet military-industrial com- , 
plex to acquire and assimilate Western technology far | 
exceeds any previous estimates,” Casey said. 

Casey said that USS. microelectronics production 
was “the single most significant industrial technology 
acquired by the Soviets since the end of World War IL.” 

“In the late 1970s alone,” Casey said, “Moscow 
acquired several thousand pieces of Western micro- 
electronics equipment worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in all of the major processing and production 


These, he said, included automatic assembly and 
test equipment, “which they are most in need of.” 

The Soviets have built a modern microelectronics 
industry from its acquisitions, Casey said, including 
_ the Zelenograd Science Center, which he called their 
equivalent of Silicon Valley. 

Fifteen years ago, he said, Soviet intelligence began 
recruiting “100 carefully trained scientists a year, 
whom they would send around the world.” 

The Soviets have taken advantage of academic 


exchange programs and have sent “40-year-olds with | 


advanced degrees, while our students are sent over to 
study poetry and Kiev,” Casey said. 
In addition, the CIA has identified 300 dummy firms 
in 30 different countries that are engaged i in diverting 
material to the Soviet Union. 
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The Reagan administration has responded to those 
Soviet operations by invoking the Export Administra- 


tion Act, which requires companies to obtain licenses | 


for exporting certain technologies. 
Daryl Hatano, government affairs representative 


from the Semiconductor Industry Association in San | 


Jose, said his industry does work with the government, 


as Casey urged. However, semiconductor companies | 
most often -work with the U.S. Department of Com- | 
merce, which requires the firms to obtain export _' 


licenses before sending products abroad. 


-“The bottom line is that we do work with the 
government,” said Hatano, who had not heard Casey’s 


speech. ; 
Those industry officials say they support the admin- 
istration’s efforts to fight Soviet industrial espionage, 
but the consequences of licensing requirements for 
commercially competitive equipment have worried 
some people. 
Bill Reed, executive director of the Semiconductor 


Equipment Materials Institute Inc. of Mountain View, - 


said his industry supports administration efforts to 


‘fight industrial espionage. However, he cautioned 


against too many restrictions on export licenses, 
which he said would give foreign competitors an edge 
over American firms. 

“Tf ev g has to be individually certified for 
export, we could be subject to endless delays.” 


Continnsd 
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Gary Parker — Mercury News 


CIA Director William J. Casey addressed Commonwealth Club luncheon 
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ME SAID THE ZELENGGRAD SCIEXCE CENTERS THE Soviet 

EGUIVALENT OF THE SiLicon YALLEY: NAS EQUIFFED f'ryteraLiy FRGK 
SCRATCH’? WITH KESTERN TECHHGLOGY, ; 

(They EVEN COPIED THE JRPERFECTIGNS CONTAINED IN SOME OF 


THE U.S. canrress!? Crsey ponen.¢ 

CONCERN REGUT THE FLOM OF TECHNOLOGY To COMRUNIST COUNTRIES 
HAS LED to Silicon YALLEYs LOCATED soUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO: 

EIRG RULED GFF LIHITS TO SOVIET DIPLOMATS AND JOURNALISTS. 

Th apoitions tHe U.S. Cugtous Services THE FEI AND THE 
COMMERCE DEPARTHENT LAST YEAR LaUNcHED ‘‘Qperation Exoous?} IH A 
EIS TG CURE WHAT OFFICIALS CALL THE Teeinocees HEMORRHAGE GF 
MILITARY SECRETS. £ 
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CAVEAT | 

Realism, | ~g 
Reagan ff 
And 
Foreign 
Policy 


FO pe rm ey 
ry 


EAI, Join 
Niy Team” 


When Ronald Reagan asked me to be his Secretary of State, I 
had spent no more than three hours alone with him. In the fall of 
1978, Reagan and I metat his home on the heights above Las An- 
geles. The evening had been arranged by Richard Allen, whom I] 
bad known as an uneasy member of Henry Kissinger's staff on 
the National Security Council. Allen was now Reagan's foreign 
policy adviser. 1 was still Supreme Allied Commander in Europe. ' 
Ihad made some statements about U.S. policy toward the Soviets 
thal the press had interpreted as being critical of the policies of 


' my Commander in Chief, President Jimmy Caner. Thereupon 


Allen had called me to say that Reagan would like to hear my; 
assessment of the European scene. | | 


RAKKAKRARRAREAKEE, 


EAN EA LTE ETT IT ET SID TENE TE AEE ET TSE AT LN 


EE “Nobody Hasa 
Monopoly on Virtue” 


j 
Rumors of Haig's appointment had already touched off intense 
controversy about his White House years. As Kissinger's aide on the 
National Security Council, Haig had requested FBI wiretaps on a ' 
number of reporters and Government officials in 1969-71 to deter- 
mine the source of embarressing leaks to the press. Later, as Rich- 
ard Nixon's chief of staff when the Watergate scandal was ap- 
proaching its climax, Haig resisted efforts by Special Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski to obtain Oval Office tapes that ultimately discredit- 
ed Nixon. Critics also faulted Haig for having helped Nixon and 
Kissinger conduct the war in Viet Nam, including the 1970 incur- 


_ sion into Cambodia. Yet another cloud over his nomination was the | 


persistent though contested allegation that the Nixon Adminisira- 
tion ordered the C1A to organize the 1973 military coup d'état in 


which Chile's Marxist President, Salvador Allende Gossens, was 
overthrown and killed. ‘ 
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To my knowledge, never before my confirmation had there 
been hearings so openly conducted on ideological grounds rather 
than merely political ones. For some men there is a high emotive 
content in terms that apply to me: soldier, Republican, conserva- 
tive, patriot. Add to that tinder the burning issues of Watergate, 
Viet Nam, Cambodia, wiretaps, the CIA, Chile, and you have the 
makings of a pretty hot ume. 

The question that ought to be asked of nominees for high of- 
fice is this: Who are you and how did you become the person you 
are today? However, it was unlikely, as the date of my confirma- 
tion hearing before the Senate approached, that anyone was go- 


ing to join me in a philosophical exercise on the relationship be- |. 
tween personal experience and policymaking. The primary - 


subject would be Nixon. 


RRAKAKAAKRAKAAK EEK 


EE My “Grab 
For Power” 


_ For years, members of Reagan’s staff had been communicat- 
ing with their chief's friends and enemies through the press, re- 
warding the one and punishing the other. They had often commu- 
nicated with each other in the same way. ]t seemed natural to 
them, now that they were in the White House, to communicate 
thus with other officials, and even with foreign governments. 

At first, I did not realize that the media had Jet themselves be 


converted into White House bulletin boards. When I would deliv- | 


er a sensilive memorandum for the President's eyes only in the 
early afternoon, and then hear quotations from it on the evening 


news, I would react with surprise and call up the White House to’: 


: express my shock. How naive I must have seemed. * 


Since my meeting with Reagan on Jan. 6, we at State had bee 
working with Defense, the NSC staff and CLA 1o produce a mutual- 
ly agreeable version of NSDD1, the National Security Decision Di- 
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‘President Reagan’s dander is up 
over attacks on his friend Meese 


By Jeremiah O'Leary 


WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF 


President Reagan ordinarily is the 
most amiable of men but he is ina state 
of black fury about what the Democrats 
are doing to his friend and nominee for 
attorney general, Edwin Meese III, and 
the highly publicized TV commercials: 
depicting a series of his appointees as- 
a rogue’s gallery of unethical oppor- 
tunists. 

He told an interviewer last week, “I’m 
the guy they’re after with their dema- 
goguery. Well, ali right then, come after 

- me.” Those close to Mr. Reagan since 
the Democratic candidates had their 
roundtable debate, the unveiling of the; 
TV commercials and the Meese affair | 
have good reason to believe that the! 
president will strike back hard as the 
campaign progresses and in his own 
debates with the eventual Democratic 
challenger. 

The incident that really tore it as far 
as Reagan was concerned was when the 
mud slinging reached the low point last 

‘week with the breathless disclosure that 
Mr. Meese kept a set of cuff links from. 

. the Korean government now reputed to 

. be valued at $375. 

Some White House officials among the 
nine or ten who received the cuff link 
gifts of jade and gold thought they looked 
more like prizes from a crackerjack box. 
In any case, the Koreans were told last 
fall that U.S. officials could not accept 
presents worth more than $140 in value. 

_ At least one source close to the White 
House reported that an appraisal of the 
cuff links showed them to be within the’ 
$140 statutory limitation. 

The cuff link affair was the last straw 
because of its sheer triviality and the 
TV commercials angered Mr. Reagan as 
few of his intimates have ever seen him. 
The ads portray Richard V. Allen, Anne 
Burford, Secretary of Labor Ray Dono- 
van, CIA Director William Casey. Dep- 

- uty CIA Director Max Hugel and a long 

_ JiSt OF Others as if they were all guilty of 
chicanery and some had been fired for: 
it by the White House.. ; ae t 


NEWS ANALYSIS __ 


In the case of Mr. Meese, the presi- ,' 
dent let it be known that he will stand by |. 
his nominee until the bitter end “because -' 


pile Ga pacaten aerhaeel eatin en er ae arranging the jobs and that there is no! 


destroy a human being the way they are.” 

The president is known to believe that 

none of his appointees over the past few. 

years improved their financial condition 

by coming to serve in the administra-. 
tion and many of them suffered finan- 

cial loss by moving to fixed income jobs. 
in Washington. Mr. Meese came here ! 
with three children to put through col- 
lege with one heavy mortgage in the San 
Diego area and another new one on the 
Meese home in McLean. — 


The $60,000 salary with which Mr. 


Meese started here could not begin to if 
cover mortgages on the unsold house in ! 
{ 


California or the new one in Virginia. As ‘! 
a result, a series of loans and real estate 
deals were worked out with long time , 
Meese friends to sell his San Diego house 
after 20 months. Friendly bankers: did | 
not foreclose until Mr..Meese was able 
to work his. vz .s vut of near bankruptcy. [ 
Some of these old friends ended up with |: 
government jobs but the Senate Judici- 


: Par ror 
ae Teed 
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: ary Committee has failed to prove a 


connection between the financial arrange- 
ments and the appointments. Friends of | 
Mr. Meese say he had nothing to do with 


evidence of influence peddling. 


Nevertheless, Mr. Meese called for | 
appointment of a special prosecutor, 
expected to be named this week by a 
three judge panel, to seek vindication. 
Both he and the president are dug in 
now for the rest of the fight which can-! 
not end for at least four months when 
Mr. Meese will return to face his bete 
noire, Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, D-Ohio 
for the grand finale of his confirmation 
hearings. : 


ia NAR Mme 


The only way Mr. Meese will throw in 
the towel will be if he decides on hisown 
that his nomination is hurting President 
Reagan's candidacy as the campaign 
heats up after the national conventions. 
But as of now, Mr. Meese is of no such 
frame of mind and the president has 
said even if Mr. Meese tries to withdraw 
the nomination Mr. Reagan will refuse 
to Jet him do it. ‘ 


From this situation, the Democrats can | 


expect no more Mr. Nice Guy from 
Ronald Reagan because his danderis up 
and the gloves are off. In the end, it may 
just be that the leak on the Korean cuff 
links was a serious overplay of the hand 
by Mr. Meese’s enemies. It foreshadows 
a campaign that could get downright vit- 
riolic with no holds barred. 
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